
InTouch 
  

INSIDE 

HAPPENINGS 
Brunch Appreciation                                      3 
CROP Walk Totals     3 
Game Nights at United     3 
Sunday School News                                      3 
Then and Now                                                5 
Youth Group News                                         4 
INSPIRATION 
Scripture Passages                  7 

Parish the Thought                  2 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Birthdays and Anniversaries                         7 
Christmas Eve Worship    2 
Christmas Poinsettias                 2 
Church Calendar                        insert 
Deadline for InTouch                  7 
Elves Needed      5 
Festival Update                                               6 
Food of the Month                   7 
Gingerbread Houses & Cookies                    6 
Holiday Concerts $ Events                            8 
Sunday Servers                                              7 
White Gift Sunday                                6 
Women’s Book Club                  3             

Volume No. 39, Issue No. 12                                         December 2017 

Follow Our Virtual Advent Calendar! 
Beginning December 3rd 

Facebook/urcsomerville 
 

If you were a regular Virtual Easter Egg “hunter” throughout the 40 
days of Lent this year, you won’t want to miss a day of our Virtual   
Advent Calendar!   
 

Inspired by our popular Virtual Easter Egg Hunt, the Virtual Advent 
Calendar will begin on our Facebook page on Sunday, December 3rd, 
the first day of Advent, and will count the days until Christmas.  
 

The tradition of the Advent Calendar dates to the mid-nineteenth  
century, when German Protestants made chalk marks on doors or lit 
candles to count the days leading up to Christmas.  The first printed 
calendar was made in 1908 by German-born, Gerhard Lang. When 
Gerhard was a child, his mother made him an Advent Calendar of 24 
small candles, which were stuck on cardboard. Later, Gerhard worked 
in a printing office and produced little colorful pictures that he affixed 
on cardboard each day in December. At the beginning of the         
twentieth century, Gerhard then produced the first printed Advent 
Calendar with little windows that opened to reveal Bible verses that 
tell the Christmas story. Today, the surprises behind those little    
windows include everything from stars, angels, fir trees or other 
Christmas symbols, to tiny chocolate treats.  Usually the largest     
window, the most special of them all, is saved for Christmas day.  
 

We hope you look forward to opening up a window on your computer 
screen, or an app on your phone to our Facebook page each morning 
and see what surprises you’ll find!  Our Marketing Committee has 
been busy at work coming up with clever photos for each day that will    
include traditional carols, simple thoughts of hope, prayers, Bible 
verses, words of appreciation and generosity. We hope to inspire you 
and to remind you of the wonder of the Christmas season!    
 

The church's spiritual agenda during Advent marks the days as a time 
of repentance - as a time to prepare our hearts to receive the newborn 
Son of God, but also as a time to be keenly aware of his coming again 
in glory. Early on, therefore, the themes of the four weeks of Advent 
were "death, judgment, heaven, and hell." (We won't be doing that.) 
In recent years, most churches have adopted a more positive outlook, 
marking the weeks as occasions for "Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love." 
 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year, 
Lori Herpen 

Administrative Assistant 

 

United Reformed Church 
“The Church on Main Street” 

100 W. Main Street 
Somerville, NJ 08876 
Tel. (908) 725-4545 
Fax: (908) 725-1950 

Email: info@urcsomerville.org 
www.urcsomerville.org 

#urcsomerville 
 

Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m. 

Rev. Paul G. Janssen 
 

Follow Us On Facebook! 

facebook/urcsomerville 

 

https://www.facebook.com/urcsomerville/
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Parish the Thought 
 

When I was a child, one of the most enjoyable     
aspects of waiting for Christmas was looking at the 
presents gathering under the tree, and wondering 
what might be in each package. My family was large 
– six children – and each one of us was obliged to 
buy presents for each of the others, so we were all 
guaranteed at least five presents, plus one or two 
from mom and dad, then grandparents, and        
perhaps a friend or two. Like many German        
families, we didn’t wait to open presents until 
Christmas morning. Rather, we went to church on 
Christmas Eve for the annual Sunday School       
pageant (complete with the manger scene), then 
ran home to put on our jammies and wait for Dad, 
who as the minister of course had to wait 
“FOREVER!” to greet the very last person on the 
way out the door. In the meantime we snacked (i.e., 
gouged) on the goodies in the Christmas sacks the 
church gave us (a tradition begun by the Collegiate 
Churches in New York, out of pity for the poor 
farmers of the Midwest) and the cookies mom had 
been preparing for weeks in advance. Finally, Dad 
came home, one of us was appointed Santa Claus, 
and we all sat patiently and waited for each one to 
unwrap his gift, making sure to preserve the paper 
for next year’s Christmas. What surprises lay in 
store! We didn’t do “Christmas lists”; each one of us 
had to think about what each of the others wanted. 
We didn’t have much money, so the gifts were 
small, but it didn’t matter. I can still remember the 
Hot Wheels, the Getaway Chase Game, and Mouse 
Trap. Then there was the year that my mother 
wrapped nearly identical sized gifts for my sister 
and me in the same wrapping paper. Imagine our 
surprise when I got a brassiere for Christmas, and 
she opened up her new athletic supporter! (Yes, our 
gifts were often ‘necessities’.) 

All of which is a bit of a build-up to informing you 
that each family who comes to one of our Christmas 
Eve service this year will receive a surprise gift from 
the church. It’s a surprise, so we can’t tell you what 
it’s going to be, but we hope you’ll all enjoy it as a 
reminder of the joy that God has given you at   
United over the years. So, spread the word – a     
surprise is coming! What will it be? The few of us 
who know are relishing your delight when you    
receive your gift on Christmas Eve, and take it 
home to . . . . . well, I can’t say, can I, without      
ruining the surprise? 

Let’s all just enjoy the anticipation, and the gift, as 
we walk together through the season of                 
anticipating, and receiving, God’s great gift of     
salvation in the little One wrapped in swaddling 
cloths and lying in a manger. Blessed Advent, and 
Christmas, to you all! 

Peace, 
Rev. Paul G. Janssen 

Pastor 
 

 

Christmas Eve Worship 
Sunday, December 24 

 

10:00 a.m.  
Our regular Sunday worship will celebrate the 
fourth Sunday of Advent.  
 

8:00 p.m. 
Our traditional Christmas Eve service will include 
carols for singing (Silent Night Joy to the World, 
etc.), an inspirational message from Pastor Janssen 
and candle-lighting to ready you for Christmas Day 
celebrations.  
 

11:00 p.m. 
Everyone is welcome to join us for a meditative   
service, culminating in a gathering around the 
Lord’s Table. We will sing traditional carols to lift 
our hearts to God, as we welcome the Christ child. 
 

Free Parking! 
From Thanksgiving to New Year’s Day  parking fees 
in the municipal lots has been waived by the Boro 
of Somerville.   
 

Christmas  
Poinsettias 

If you would like to participate 
in this special Christmas remembrance or        
celebration in honor of a loved one, please 
fill out the enclosed envelope with your 
donation (any amount) and return it to 
the church office by Monday, December 
18th. After our 8:00 p.m. Christmas Eve 
service, you may take a poinsettia to give 
to a relative, friend or church member.   
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Brunch Appreciation 
 

Over 55 people attended the Appreciation Brunch 
hosted by the Parish Life Committee during        
Fellowship Hour on Sunday, November 19th. Guests 
enjoyed the buffet choices and the chance to visit 
with friends, while we enjoyed the opportunity to 
show our thankfulness to those members and 
friends who have given their time and talents to our 
church and community in 2017. 
 
Very special and grateful thanks go to the          
committee members, family and friends who 
helped set up and serve, as well as clean up after 
the brunch: Lyn Van Gorder, Carol & Charlie Lane, 
Mary Ann Ferrante, Nancy Maggio, and our extra 
special bus boy, Jimmy Barry. 

 
Jane Huck, 

Chair, Parish Life Committee 

 

CROP Walk Totals 
On behalf of our Outreach Committee, it is my 
pleasure to report this year’s CROP Hunger Walk 
was a great success! URC alone raised  $1275, and in 
total we raised $4,729.00!   

Each of our designated charities; the Food Bank 
Network of Somerset County  and S.H.I.P., will re-
ceive a check for approximately $590! 

I would like to thank everyone who donated and 
participated to help make this event possible. The 
weather was beautiful and a great time was had by 
all. Feedback from our walkers suggest that        
everyone enjoyed our new walk route past         
Somerville’s beautiful churches and Victorian 
homes.   

Food is a blessing that all of us should have the 
good fortune to enjoy, and your generous            
donations help make that possible! Thank you for 
supporting such a worthy cause!  

In peace, 
Mark Cannizzo 

CROP Walk Coordinator 
 

 

 

 

Game Nights at United and 
Great Memories 

Game nights seem to be a hit at United Reformed 
Church!  Three new games have been introduced, 
Bunco, Sequence and Rummikub.  But time         
together is much more than learning how to play a 
game.  There are an endless number of games that 
new technology makes available to young and old a 
like. The little ones play puzzles and matching 
games on Ipods.  Teens spend hours on the Xbox 
with like-minded friends and the adults fill time 
themselves with Words with Friends.  Our game 
nights here at United add an additional component, 
and one I  enjoy the most, FELLOWSHIP. 

Fellowship makes the memories we carry with us 
though the years.  Our family reminisces on playing 
dominoes and how funny it is to go to the        
“bone yard”, planning King’s Corner with my              
grandmother, being an unbeatable Connect 4 or 
Rummikub player, or the feeling of relief when a 
cousin pulls out a deck of cards when at a boring 
party.  URC is making our own memories; who was 
the big winner at Bunco? The fun in sharing the 
evening with a high school friend or a friend you 
just do not see frequently enough, learning a new 
story from a person you sat next to every Sunday 
for years, or making a connection with a new 
church member.   

Thanks to all who come out to make memories here 
at United.  Come join us at our next event,         
Gingerbread House Building and Christmas Cookie 
Exchange. 

Beth Cassidy 
Parish Life Committee 

 

 
Women’s Book Club 

 

The next meeting of the women’s book club will 
take place on Wednesday, December 6th at 7:00 
p.m., at the home of Annette Janssen.  The book we 
are reading is "Girl Waits With Gun", by Amy   
Stewart. The book is not part of a kit, so you are 
responsible for getting your own copy.  The book 
club will not meet in January. If you would like 
more information about the book club, please see 
Nancy Maggio.   



Sunday 
School News 

 
The Sunday School      
and Youth Group teamed 
up to assemble 10       
Thanksgiving baskets  
( see photo below) full   
of baked goods and fruit 
for members of our 

church who needed a little cheering up or who are 
unable to attend worship on a regular basis.   

 
The youth will continue to be busy this advent    
season preparing for the birth of Jesus and will   
recreate the Christmas story on December 17th  
during worship, with their rendition of the    
Christmas Tableau.  Sunday School will be on    
winter break from December 24 through the New 
Year with class resuming on January 14th. 
 

 Linda Hayes 
Sunday School Coordinator 

 
Youth Group News 

 
The youth group wanted to do something in       
response to all the recent events in the news 
(shootings, hurricanes, wildfires).  After brain 
storming a few ideas, they decided on writing      
letters of hope and encouragement to those who 
are trying to recover from the recent hurricanes.  In 
support of the Outreach Committee’s fill the   
bucket donations, the letters were added to the 
cleaning supplies.  Thank you to all those who 
helped during Fellowship Hour to write inspira-
tional quote and Bible verses and general positive 

thoughts to those who are facing the daunting  
challenge of cleaning up after a natural disaster. 
We were able to send along 95 heartfelt letters and 
share God’s love and messages of hope.  

Above: Letter writing in Fellowship Hall 

 
On November 5th, the youth group from Unitarian 
Universalist Congregation of Somerset Hills kicked 
off their tour of area churches and religions.  They 
are learning about other denominations as a part of 
exploring their own faith. It was nice to have new 
friends to fill the first few pews in the sanctuary 
and to have them witness both a baptism and    
communion. Both youth groups gathered after 
church for a question and answer session where we 
could share what we have in common as well as 
what we do differently. We hope that maybe some-
time in the future, both church youth groups can 
do a joint community  service project as this was a 
strong common ground.  They finished by enjoying 
pizza and candy; teenager’s favorite foods! 

 
Amy Stires 

Youth Group Coordinator 
 

Below:  Visitors from UUCSH with Pastor Janssen and 
members of our Youth Group 

4 
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Then and Now 
By Tommy Hayes and Ruth Reader 

 
Our next participant in this youth group project is 
Mrs. Ruth Reader.  She is well known throughout 
the church as is very talented and crafty.  She has 
taken the time to answer the following questions 
about how things were when she was younger. 
 
1) What is the most memorable event your   
parents experienced and told you about? 
Mrs. Reader:  "Probably their immigration from 
Canada to the United States of America." 
Tommy:  "When my dad had told me that when he 
was 16 years old, he was working the night shift at a 
supermarket.  He said that his boss gave him the 
job as night manager and he was to close up and 
lock up everything for the night.  Crazy thing is that 
he was only 16 years old!" 
 
2) What were some cool things you like to do 
with your friends when growing up/what did 
you and your friends do for fun? 
Mrs. Reader:  "Well, I grew up in central New York 
so it was very cold there.  The three main things 
that my friends and I did was to go ice skating, 
bowling, and play basketball." 
Tommy:  "Probably go outside and play basketball, 
soccer, or baseball.  We also hang out inside and 
play video games at times or go to the mall and 
walk around." 
 
3) Did you go to high school football games? 
Mrs. Reader:  "Yes, I did go to the high school foot-
ball games.  There was always a band, cheerleaders, 
and much cheering from the crowd.  I don't think 
that much has changed from then to now with high 
school football games." 
Tommy:  "I agree, not much has changed.  There is 
still a band, cheerleaders, and much cheering,     
especially from our student section that we call the 
'Pack' at Somerville High School." 
 
4) What were movies like? 
Mrs. Reader:  "Movies were very different.  They 
were black and white, most of the acting was poor 
compared to today, not as violent, and the language 
was more acceptable.  There were also drive in 
movie theaters that we went to." 
Tommy:  "Movies today are very different in my 
opinion.   They are in color, much more violent, 
greater amount of dirty language, and better acting.  
I don't know of a drive in movie theater around 

here and never been to one, as I usually go to a 
movie cinema or even watch a movie at home from 
Netflix." 
 
5) What would you do on a typical date? 
Mrs. Reader:  "Usually, we would go to the movies, 
often in a group of friends.  We would get         
something to eat afterwards.  Then, we would all go 
back to one of our houses for a get together and to 
chat." 
Tommy:  "Today, it's typically a 1 on 1 date, double 
date, or a bunch of friends going together.  Usually 
the movies, the mall, or to someone's house.  Some-
times we get food and then go somewhere or hang 
at each other's houses." 
 
I enjoyed our conversation together and learned 
interesting facts about Mrs. Reader.  I hope this 
continues to encourage more people to interact 
with others throughout the church.  I would like to 
thank Mrs. Reader for her participation.  Stay tuned 
for next month's interview on "Then and Now". 
  

 
Elves Needed to  
Prepare for the  

Holiday Boutique 
  
There has been a change in plans for the Holiday 
Boutique.  The Food Bank has requested that we 
bring the donated holiday cards and items to the 
Food Bank’s main distribution center for them to 
give to their clients who are most of in need of the 
kinds of items we offered at our boutique last year. 
 
Thanks to our members and friends who have     
contributed so far, we have received a large number 
of cards, calendars, wrapping paper, gift tags, etc. 
and it is time to sort, count, and package the cards 
and items received.  Therefore, we will gather in 
Fellowship Hall on Wednesday, November 29th 
at 1:00 p.m. and again on Friday, December 1st at 
1:00 p.m.. The more elves we have helping, the  
faster the job will get done. Come be an elf for a 
day! 

         
Jane Huck  

Chair, Parish Life Committee 
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White Gift Sunday 

Our third annual White Gift Sunday will take place on 

Sunday, December 10. Our Christmas gift drive will 
support clients of HomeSharing and the   Women’s 
VA Trauma Unit at Lyons, NJ. Beginning on No-
vember 19, we will have a “giving tree” decorated 
with tags that will have an item on it from a client’s 
wish list.  If you would like to donate a gift, please 
choose a tag, purchase the gift, and bring your gift 
with you to church on December 10, or you may 
drop them off in the church office before then.  We 
will bless the gifts during worship and say prayers 
for the recipients.  PLEASE NOTE: It is requested 
that the gifts be left unwrapped,  however, it is im-
portant that you tape the tag you chose to the gift. 
If you would like to donate boxes, gift bags or wrap-
ping paper, those items will be greatly appreciated.   

 
Gingerbread Houses and 

Christmas Cookies 
 
What a great combination!  Come and join a     
wonderful new Christmas fellowship time at URC.  
We will be meeting  to build and decorate          
Gingerbread houses.  You will also have the         
opportunity to share your favorite cookies in a 
Christmas cookie exchange.  So come and enjoy 
these traditional Christmas activities. You can    
participate in one or both.  Bring a friend.  Coffee 
and cookies will be provided to enjoy on the day.  
Below are the details;  
 

Date: December 15th at 6:30 p.m. 
 

Gingerbread House 
Please RSVP to the church office by Monday, 

12/11/17 
Cost: $10 per person 

 

Cookie Exchange 
Please RSVP to the church office by Wednesday, 

12/13/17 
Bake 2 dozen cookies to exchange. 

Bring home 2 dozen cookies to enjoy! 
 

Festival Update 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Central Jersey Twelfth Night  
Boar’s Head Festival 

Sunday, January 7 at 4:00 p.m. 
 
During the month of December, costume fittings 
will be occurring for new cast members.  If you are 
a returning cast member, you do not need to come 
to a fitting unless there has been a change to your 
costume.   Look for an email for dates and times of 
fittings. 
 

It's not too late to become a sponsor or patron to 
show your financial support of this production, 
which is free to the community.  If you have a    
business, please take out an advertisement to    
market your business in the program book.          
Donation and Advertisement forms can be found in 
the church office. 
 

It's not too late to become a cast member. There are 
still some open roles that need to be filled. This is 
such a fun way to serve our community. 

 

Larry Carey and Linda Hayes 

Festival Co-Chairs 

 

Reminder: 2017 Gifts 
If you intend to make an offering that you wish to 
have credited for the year 2017, please be sure to 
they are received by the church office NO LATER 
than Sunday, December 31st. We want to be sure 
that all of your gifts are appropriately accounted 
for, and the Internal Revenue Service maintains  
rigid requirements about when we are able to credit 
your gifts. Thank you for your cooperation and for 
all the gifts that you bring to the church and the life 
of our congregation! 
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Scripture Passages 
 

 
December 3, First Sunday of Advent 
Isaiah 64:1-9   Psalm 80:1-7 
Corinthians 1:3-9  Mark 13:24-37 
 

December 10,  Second Sunday of Advent 
Isaiah 40:1-11   Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 
Peter 3:8-15   Mark 1:1-8 
 

December 17, Third Sunday of Advent 
Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11  Psalm 126 
1 Thessalonians 5:16-20 John 1:6-8, 19-26 
 

December 24, Christmas Eve 
2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16  Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26 
Romans 16:25-27  Luke 1:26-38 
 
December 31, First Sunday after Christmas 
Isaiah 61:10-62:3  Psalm 148 
Galatians 4:4-7   Luke 2:22-40 
 
 
 

 
 

Date Ushers Fellowship 
Hour 

Altar Guild Counters Lay Reader 

12/3 Heather Stires 
Jocelyn Hayes 

Parish Life 
Sundae Sunday 

Alice Gunzelman Michelle Lane 
Sandy Dibble 

Beth Cassidy 

12/10 Jim & Kathy 
Phillips 

Fran Wise,  
Lyn Van Gorder 
Annette Janssen 

Fran Wise Michelle Lane 
Fran Wise 

Gary Spratt 

12/17 Craig & Amy 
Stires 

Open  
Can you host? 

Sandy Dibble Michelle Lane 
Sue Elgard 

Nancy Maggio 

12/24 
10 a.m.  

Lyn Van Gorder 
Michelle Davis 

No Fellowship 
Hour - SHIP 
Prep 

Michelle Davis Michelle Lane  
Kathy Phillips 

John Colligas 

12/24 

8 p.m. 

Kelly Barry 
Jaclyn Barry 
Tom Hayes 
Emily Hayes 

N/A Michelle Davis Michelle Lane 
TBD 

TBD 

12/31 Charlie & Carol 
Lane 

Men’s Group Alice Gunzelman Michelle Lane  
Chris Parenti 

Tom Dibble 

     Sunday Servers For December 

Birthdays and 
 Anniversaries 

 

Birthdays 

Dec. 8   Steve Rus 
Dec. 10   Mildred Moore 
Dec. 13   Catherine Gunzelman 
Dec. 17   Christine Yohn 
Dec. 19   Della Nemes 
Dec. 20   Pat McKiernan 
Dec. 22   Sarah Nemeth 
Dec. 25   Carol Davis 
Dec. 29   Andrew Maggio  
 

Anniversaries 
Dec. 19  Howard & Cynthia Wagner 

Food of the Month 

For the month of December, the Food Bank would 
like us to collect items to prepare a holiday meal 
(stuffing mix, gravy, canned vegetables, instant 
potatoes, etc.)  Other items always needed       
include Parmalat milk and canned meats such 
as beef ravioli, chili, etc.  You may put donations 
in the shopping cart in Fellowship Hall or you may 
place them in the basket in the office.  All           
donations help to stock the shelves of the Food 
Bank Network of Somerset  County, which          
distributes food every Saturday from Fellowship 
Hall to those in need.  Thank you in  advance for 
your contributions and generosity.   

InTouch is produced by  

Lori Herpen, Administrative Assistant 

Deadline for the January Issue is 

 December 22, 2017 

Please submit articles, news and photos to:  

admin@urcsomerville.org 
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United Reformed Church  
100 W. Main St. 
Somerville, NJ 08876 
 

 
 
 

Love All - Serve All 

 

 

 

 
High School Holiday Choral Concert 

Friday, December 1st - 4:00 p.m. 
Free! Seating may be limited to the balcony 

 

 
Peter Mayer, Stars & Promises  

Wings of Angels 
Friday, December 8th - 7:30 p.m. 

Doors open 6:30 p.m. 
Tickets $30, At the door: $40.   

To order tickets:  1-800-965-9324, or online:  
https://www.itickets.com/events/386416 

 
 

Raritan Ringers Holiday Handbell Concert 
Saturday, December 16th - 7:30 p.m. 

General Admission $10 at the door. 

 

 

 

 

 

Central Jersey 

Twelfth Night  

Boar’s Head Festival 
 

 

 

 

 

Rejoice in the Twelve Days of Christmas 
Sunday, January 7th - 4:00 p.m. 

No charge for admission, a freewill offering is taken. 

 

 

https://www.itickets.com/events/386416

