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My sincere gratitude goes to the members and friends of United
Reformed Church who have made my retirement as music director
such a special event for me to remember for the rest of my days.
Over 80 people attended the dinner celebration on June 3. Wow! It
was wonderful to see old friends, former choir members, co-workers
and partners-in-crime. The personal testaments of my musical
leadership were greatly appreciated. It's always deeply gratifying to
me to know that my efforts have made a difference in other people's
lives.

United Reformed Church

Special thanks go Jane Huck and Alleda Radziewicz for planning the
entire celebration, to Lori Herpen for being the official
photographer, to Pat Doyle, who composed a very meaningful song
in my honor and to those who "performed" it. The very generous
monetary gift was a huge surprise! I greatly appreciate all who
contributed to it. Part will pay for new hearing aids, as years of high
soprano notes and tuning organ pipes have finally taken their toll!

“The Church on Main Street”
100 W. Main Street
Somerville, NJ 08876
Tel. (908) 725-4545
Fax: (908) 725-1950
Email: info@urcsomerville.org
www.urcsomerville.org

#urcsomerville
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m.
Rev. Paul G. Janssen
Follow Us On Facebook!
facebook/urcsomerville

We have traveled a good, long road together, even with a few curves
and bumps along the way. But, as I said at the dinner, you have been
the closest church family that I have ever had. You have helped me
through some difficult times – something that a good family is all
about!
Finally, I am lucky , in that I don't have to say farewell and then
disappear. The Consistory is allowing me to continue directing the
Raritan Ringers here at United. If you would like to say hello, come
to a rehearsal or, better yet, come to one of our concerts!
Goodbye for now…

Paul
See pages 4 & 5 for more on the retirement dinner!

staff members, can be found here:

Parish the Thought

https://rca.org/news/general-secretary-eddyaleman-writes-letter-president-trump

In last month’s column I offered that I would be
attending the annual meeting of the General Synod,
held at the campus of Calvin College in Grand
Rapids, Michigan. Here’s a brief report of what
happened there:

In the meantime, we continue to do our best, here
at United, to fulfill the mission God has given us:
to love and serve all in the name of Jesus Christ. No
matter what General Synods say, that will continue
to be our mission, and we will do our best to fulfill
it, with the inspiration and encouragement of the
Holy Spirit.

Accommodations were somewhat spartan, and
meals were, well, adequate. Enough said about the
amenities.
In matters having to do with the life of the church,
for nearly 30 years the major source of anxiety in
the RCA (as for other mainline denominations) has
been the issue of the church’s stance on matters of
human sexuality. Specifically, how do we treat the
LGBTQ Christians among our members, and how
do we welcome those who are outside our doors?
(To put even a finer point on it: what about
same-sex marriage?)

Always keep your church in your prayers!
Peace
Rev. Paul G. Janssen
Pastor

Food of the Month

There are “radicals” on both sides of the issue, and a
wide, but probably shrinking, middle. Because a
large number of congregations have threatened for
years to quit the RCA unless the denomination
comes around to their way of thinking, the Interim
General Secretary offered a plan that he hopes will
settle the issue. That plan is to investigate three
possibilities for the future:

Thank you to those who answered the call to help
the Food Bank re-stock their shelves with macaroni
and cheese. So far, we’ve collected nearly 75 boxes
in the last few Sundays!

1) Remain as we are, even with our differences;
2) Radically restructure the denomination so
that like-minded folk can stay together;

For the month of July, the Food Bank would like us
to continue to collect macaroni and cheese, as
well as, canned fruit and canned tuna. Summer
is a particularly difficult time of year for food banks
across the nation. Donations decline following the
holiday season and “staple” items run low on the
shelves during the summer months.

3) Develop a ‘graceful’ way for churches who
want to leave the RCA altogether.
You can read the full text of the report at:
http://images.rca.org/docs/synod/
InterimGeneralSecretary.pdf
That report took most of the tension out of the
Synod, and, but for a few other skirmishes, the
Synod was largely peaceful. If you would like
another perspective, please see Elder John Lane,
who attended as an elder delegate from the Classis
of Delaware-Raritan.

All donations benefit the Food Bank Network of
Somerset County, which distributes food every
Saturday from Fellowship Hall to their clients. You
may bring donations with you on Sundays and drop
them off in the shopping cart located in Fellowship
Hall, or you may bring them to the church office
during the week.

In other RCA news, you may be interested in
reading the letter that our new General Secretary,
Eddy Aleman, has written regarding the matter of
immigrants and families at the southern border of
the US. Eddy is himself an immigrant from
Guatemala, so he brings a unique perspective to the
issue. The letter, signed by him and several RCA

Many thanks to everyone for bringing in items on a
regular basis, as we help provide groceries to our
neighbors in need.
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Andrew Maggio

United Reformed Church is proud of the hard
work and accomplishments of the following
individuals. We congratulate all of our students
and wish them great success in their new
endeavors, and of course, a safe, happy and blessed
summer.

Andrew Maggio, son of Nancy and Joe Maggio,
graduated from Fairleigh Dickinson University,
suma cum laude, earning an RN/BSN degree.
Andrew plans to obtain employment.

Thomas Maggio
Thomas Maggio, son of Nancy and Joe Maggio,
graduated from Fairleigh Dickinson University,
earning an MBA degree. Thomas plans to obtain
employment.

Emily Hayes
Emily Hayes, daughter of Linda and Patrick Hayes,
graduated 8th grade at Somerville Middle School.
Emily will attend Somerville High School in the
fall.

Olivia Scharnikow

Jocelyn Hayes

Olivia Scharnikow, niece of
Lori Herpen, graduated from
Somerville High School.
Olivia will attend
Raritan Valley Community
College in the fall and major
in early childhood education.

Jocelyn Hayes, daughter of Linda and Patrick
Hayes graduated from Somerville High School.
Jocelyn will attend Rutgers University in the fall.

Jill Ferrante
Granddaughter of Mary Ann Ferrante, Jill
graduated from Bridgewater-Raritan High School
as a member of the Honor Roll. Jill plans to attend
Raritan Valley Community College in the fall.

Caleb Kerestes

Third Reformed Church of
Raritan
Scholarship Recipient
This year’s recipient of the Third Reformed
Church of Raritan Scholarship is

Christine Ho
from Bridgewater-Raritan High School.
Christine will be attending
Yale University in the fall.

Great-grandson of Fran Wise, Caleb graduated
from Good Shepherd Lutheran Church Pre-School.
Caleb will attend Kindergarten at Immaculate
Conception School in the fall.
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Photos from Paul Dickey’s Retirement Dinner
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Side by Side
A melody written by URC member, Pat Doyle,
performed by the choir at Paul Dickey’s
retirement dinner.

Kristy and Gabriel Rojas

Oh, we might not have very much talent,
Our parts might be out of balance,
As you move along
To re-tire.
Oh, we didn’t want to warm up or prepare much
It’s not that we don’t really care much.
But without you to lead,
We’re going to seed
And we’re sad.
We’ve sung all types of music
(You’ve pulled us through them all)
But without your hands to guide us
We’re going to miss you, Paul.
Oh, We’ve sung songs in multi-part sections,
And sometimes ignored your directions.
But somehow we knew
You’d lead us through
In the end

Kristy Cannizzo and Gabriel Rojas were married on
Saturday, June 23rd. The ceremony took place in
the sanctuary, with Pastor Janssen officiating.
Kristy is the daughter of Mark and Isabel Cannizzo,
and has portrayed the Angel Gabriel in the last two
Central Jersey Twelfth Night – Boar’s Head
Festivals. Please join us in wishing Kristy and
Gabriel a long, blessed life together.

Oh, you’ve heard all the bad notes and errors,
And ciphers can be real terrors,
But the great job your did
Just can’t be hid
From your choir
Through the worship hour,
We may have made you sigh.
But now that you are leaving
You might just make us cry.

Madison Burris Was Born!

So your time here with us is soon over.
Soon you’ll be rolling in clover.
So as you retire,
Think of your choir
And then smile.

Congratulations to Bonnie Burris on the birth of
her daughter, Madison Burris. Madison was born
on Friday, June 22nd at Hunterdon Medical Center
and weighed in at 8 lbs., 4 oz., and 22 inches long.
We wish Bonnie, Madison and big-sister, Savannah
many happy family moments together.

Women’s Book Club
The current book selection is “Leaving Time” by
Jodi Picoult. The next meeting will take place on
Wednesday, August 8 at 7:00 p.m. in the church
lounge. Diny Buchanan will be our host. For more
information about the Women’s Book Club, please
contact Nancy Maggio.
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Consistory Corner

History in the Making at
Habitat for Humanity

At the June Consistory meeting, the Consistory was
updated on the progress of the search for a new
Director of Music. We also tracked the progress of
several persons who have expressed an interest in
becoming members of United.
A few other items of note:
•

•

•

•

The church was properly inspected by the Somerville Borough Fire Inspector recently. There
will be a significant number of modifications
made to come comply with the required
standards. Work will take place in the building
during the summer and beyond.

Our friends at Raritan Valley Habitat for Humanity
are super busy making preparations to open a
Habitat ReStore! The location is at “The Marketplace at Manville” (100 North Main Street, right
next to WalMart). The ReStore is slated to open in
the fall.

A “donate” button has been added to our
website for the purpose of online donations.
This is principally for the convenience of folks
such as non-members who do NOT usually give
by check or use pledge envelopes. Donors using
the online donate option will be credited with
the full amount of their gift, however the
church is charged a small processing fee for this
convenience. (If you want the church to receive
penny-for-penny donations, please continue to
use cash or checks.)

A Habitat ReStore sells building materials,
appliances, new and gently used furniture, and
home accessories at a fraction of the retail price to
the public. The proceeds will allow RVHFH to build
more homes and increase their impact on the
community, while keeping usable materials out of
landfills. There are several opportunities to help
RVHFH make their ReStore a huge success:

Since the Borough of Somerville has chosen not
to sponsor or insure a DJ during Friday Night
Cruise Nights, the DJ is no longer permitted to
set up in front of the church.

Declutter Your Home and Keep Items Out of
Landfills, All While Helping Low-Income
Families Build Affordable Homes!
Donate your gently used household items and
furniture. RVHFH will begin collecting items in
early July. For donation guidelines, please visit:
http://www.rvhabitat.org/ or email a description
and picture of the item(s) you wish to donate to:
restoredonations@rvhabitat.org. RVHFH staff will
then schedule a time for you to drop off the item(s)
or arrange for pick-up, if the items are large and/or
heavy.

Annual personnel review will be held over the
summer; any concerns should be directed to
John Colligas, the Vice-President of Consistory
(and chair of Personnel).

The next meeting of the Consistory will take place
on Tuesday, July 24th at 7:15 p.m. in the lounge.
Rev. Paul G. Janssen
Pastor

Join the Pick Up Team
With an extra set of hands and three hours of your
time, you can help collect the items that will fill the
ReStore.
Email
Rebecca
Maier
at
rmaier@rvhabitat.org for more information.

Join Our Family!
Have you been attending worship with us and
are interested in becoming a member?
We’ d love to have you as part of our family!
Please contact Pastor Janssen or call Lori in the
church office to schedule new
member classes.
All are welcome!

Support the ReStore Truck
Make a gift to the “Delivering Truckloads of Hope”
campaign. Donations will be used toward the
purchase and maintenance of a truck that will
collect
large
donations.
Visit:
https://www.gofundme.com/RVHFHrestoretruck
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Sunday Servers For July
Date

Ushers

7/1

Michelle Davis
Steve Rus

7/8

Jocelyn Eckardt
Jane Huck

7/15

Fellowship
Hour
Parish Life
Sundae Sunday

Altar Guild

Counters

Lay Reader

Alice Gunzelman

Mark Cannizzo
Fran Wise

Steve Rus

Fran Wise
Lyn Van Gorder
Annette Janssen

Mark Cannizzo

Bill Everett
Bev Colligas

Tom Hayes

Bill & Ellen
Everett

Open
Can you host?

Fran Wise

Mark Cannizzo
Sue Elgard

Gary Spratt

7/22

Howard & Cynthia
Wagner

Alice Gunzelman
Barbara Schwarz

Michelle Davis

Jim Phillips
Mary Ann Ferrante

Sandy Dibble

7/29

Sue Elgard
Mary Jane Swita

Open
Can you host?

Sandy Dibble

Mark Cannizzo
Jean Bucek

Jim Phillips

Scripture Passages

Birthdays and
Anniversaries
Birthdays
July 1
July 2
July 3
July 8
July 9
July 10
July 18
July 19
July 21
July 22
July 24
July 25
July 27

July 1: Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
2 Samuel 1:1, 17-27
Psalm 30
2 Corinthians 8:7-15
Mark 5:21-43
July 8: Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
2 Samuel 5:1-5, 9-10
Psalm 48
2 Corinthians 12:2-10
Mark 6:1-13
July 15: Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
2 Samuel 6:1-5
Psalm 85:8-13
Ephesians 1:3-14
Mark 6:14-29
July 22: Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
2 Samuel 7:1-14
Psalm 23
2 Corinthians 6:1-13
Mark 4:35-41

July 28
July 29
July 30
July 31

July 29: Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
2 Samuel 11:1-15
Psalm 14:2
Ephesians 3:14-21
John 6:1-21

Samantha Yohn
Carlos Lopez, Jill North
Douglas Holcombe
Catherine Fallet
Caitlin Barry
Craig Stires
Chris Burke
John A. North
Nicholas Stires
Paul Dickey
Art Goldsworthy
Paul Janssen
Mary Ann Ferrante, Sandy Yohn,
Alice Gunzelman
Nigel Lane, Jayden Scott
Sue Elgard
Aija Banks
Bart Wijatyk

Anniversaries
July 13
Cliff & Diane Nagle
July 28
Jim & Kathy Phillips
July 29
Arlyn & Claire Rus

This issue of InTouch is dedicated in memory of
Christopher Parenti
“And I heard a voice from heaven saying, “Write this:
Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on.”
“Blessed indeed,” says the Spirit, “that they may rest
from their labors, for their deeds follow them!”

InTouch is produced by
Lori Herpen, Administrative Assistant
Deadline for the August Issue is
July 23, 2018
Please submit articles, news and photos to:
admin@urcsomerville.org

(Revelation 14:13)
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National Night Out
Tuesday, August 7th
On Tuesday, August 7th, URC will participate in
National Night Out, alongside other local civic
groups, state and regional crime prevention
associations and our neighbors.
National Night Out is an annual community-building
campaign that promotes partnerships with communities and local law enforcement to make our
neighborhoods safer, better places to live. The
National Night Out campaign encourages neighborhoods across the nation to host block parties,
festivals, parades, cookouts and other various
community events with safety demonstrations,
seminars, youth events and exhibits. The celebrations
are intended to enhance the relationship between
neighbors and local police, while bringing back a true
sense of community.

There will be food vendors and lots of fun activities
for families to participate in. URC’s Marketing
Committee will host our 4th Annual “meet and greet”
information table. Parents and children can pick up
information about the church and Sunday School,
and enter their name for a chance to win a free
giveaway. We’ll also have some other fun giveaways
and activities for kids.
We hope that you will come out to join us, get to
know our neighbors and stand with us for a peaceful,
crime-free community.

The Somerville Police Department is sponsoring the
National Night Out celebration for Somerville at
Carol Pager Park (Exchange Field on Green Street),
from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m. Admission is free.

United Reformed Church
100 W. Main St.
Somerville, NJ 08876

Love All - Serve All
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