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Marketing Committee Will Welcome 
Visitors to  

75th Annual Tour of Somerville 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Downtown Somerville is the place to be Memorial Day Weekend, as 
the Tour of Somerville celebrates its 75th anniversary this year!   
United’s Marketing Committee will host a welcome/hospitality tent, 
to greet visitors with a complimentary bottle of water. Visitors can  
also enter their name for a chance to win some fun giveaways. 
 

The three days of world-class bike racing features top pro and         
amateur cyclists from all over the world. The Bound Brook Criterium 
kicks off the weekend on Saturday and qualifying cyclists will     
compete on Monday, Memorial Day, May 27th. Another highlight of  
the weekend is a new racing event that will take place on Sunday 
evening; the Somerville Sprints.  This event will feature high octane,    
super-fast drag racing down Main Street, starring some of the fastest 
sprint cyclists on two wheels.  Memorial Day  begins with the annual 
parade recognizing the sacrifice of our military service men and 
women, followed by a Family Fun Ride on the Tour of Somerville 
race course.  Innovative activities will fill the “themed” streets of “the 
Ville”, showcasing live entertainment, sports demonstrations, a   
children’s festival center, a bike swap meet and much more.  
 

The Marketing Committee is seeking volunteer members to take 
shifts welcoming visitors on Memorial Day, as well as on Friday 
Night Cruise Nights during the summer.  If you would like to sign up 
to be a greeter, please see the bulletin board designated for sign-up 
activities, outside of Fellowship Hall or call the church office. 
 

Lori Herpen 
On Behalf of the Marketing Committee 
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Parish the Thought 
 

On May 19th, New Brunswick Theological Seminary 
will hold its annual commencement exercises at 
Kirkpatrick Chapel on the campus of Rutgers     
University.  
 
33 years ago I took that walk down Holy Hill and up 
to the Old Queens building, with my wife, mother, 
father, and brother watching this green young     
fellow become a “master of divinity.” I emerged 
from that grand ceremony and landed with       
something of a thud in the RCA of the mid-‘80’s. 
On several occasions, and in several ways, I was  
informed that my marital ‘situation’ would be ‘too 
hot’ for a congregation to handle. Thankfully, by 
the end of that summer, a little flock in Hackensack 
took a chance on this raw recruit, and so began a 
life in ministry for Annette and me. 
 
As I ponder the passage of time, I think of the 
changes that have happened in those 33 years. Chief 
among them has been the incursion of new       
technologies into every phase of ministerial       
practice. The computer, the pager (ha! Come and 
gone), the copier, the answering machine, the    
mobile phone, the smart phone, etc. I grew up  
helping my dad (also a minister) run off            
mimeograph copies of the bulletin in “the cave” of 
the church basement, or running off blue-tinted 
educational materials, the fumes of which made me 
reel. I helped him stuff envelopes to send letters to 
communicate with church members. We have 
more, and faster, access to one another. We barely 
finish one church directory and we need to start 
another. So much, so fast. I’m not sure we’re better 
off for it. Maybe. 
 
Then there is the fact that I was trained to serve a 
church (broadly defined) that commanded a good 
deal of societal respectability. That has changed – 
not, likely, for church members, but for the culture, 
to be sure. More people identify themselves as ad-
herents to other religions, or no religion at all. 
Church members themselves used to report 
“regular” activity as attending worship 3+ times a 
month. We have since defined “regular” down to 1+ 
times a month.  
 
At the same time…….to take our church as an exam-
ple, while we have 50-60 in worship on an average 
Sunday, we have 482 followers on facebook. What 

does that mean? I don’t really know – but many are 
sensing that the relationship-ties that are built in 
churches are morphing from face-to-face conversa-
tion to ‘digital’ forms of interaction and affiliation. 
That’s a change from 1985, isn’t it? 
 
Change can mean decay, and change can mean 
growth. It’s always hard, in the middle of change, to 
see which direction it’s going, and the extent to 
which change is helping us become more, or less, 
human (in the likeness of God). 
 
Please pray for your church, and Consistory, and 
pastor, as we navigate the constant roiling of the 
waters around us. Pray for wisdom and courage, as 
the hymn says, “for the facing of this hour.” 
 

Peace, 
Rev. Paul G. Janssen 

Pastor 
 

Summer Preaching 

Do you have any passages of Scripture that puzzle 
you? Any questions about topics that you’d like to 
hear preached about? Any suggestions for Pastor to 
preach on? This summer, Pastor Janssen will do his 
best to address some of the Scriptures and topics 
that don’t usually come up in the lectionary (the 
weekly calendar of Bible passages used in most 
mainline congregations). If you’d like to make a 
suggestion, please send it to Pastor Janssen at:    
pastor@urcsomerville.org, call the church office, 
stop by some weekday, or leave him a note in his 
mailbox after worship.  

 

Save the Date - June 3!  
 
Plans are in the works for 
a retirement dinner for 
our Music Director, Paul 
Dickey. Please mark your 
calendars for Sunday, 
June 3rd at 4:00 p.m.  
Please look for updates in 
the Sunday bulletins and 
in your email inbox.   
 

 

mailto:pastor@urcsomerville.org


Sunday School 
News 

 

On Easter, the Sunday 
School children and youth 
group distributed 73 
handmade cross key 
chains.   It's always a 

pleasure to witness the children spreading the light 
of Jesus through their service to others.   
 
On Mother's Day, May 13th, the Sunday School/
youth program will be wrapping up for the 
year.  Traditionally on this day, the children are 
recognized for all of their service throughout the 
year and they distribute a small gift to women in 
the congregation in honor of Mother's Day.  Just 
like last year, the children will be assembling      
bouquets of white and pink carnations in honor of 
moms that have passed and those that are           
living.  Please plan to attend worship on May 13th, 
as we celebrate mothers and our youth.   
 
This program is a success due to our faithful    
members who donate their time and                     
talents.  Therefore,  a big "thank you" goes out to 
Annette Janssen, Carol Barry, and Amy Stires for all 
of their assistance throughout the school 
year.    Also, a shout out to Michelle Davis for   
leading the Youth Bell Choir.  The Sunday School 
and Youth program will resume in September. 
 

Linda Hayes 
Sunday School Coordinator 

 
Food of the Month 

For the month of May the Food Bank would like us 
to collect picnic type items (pork and beans, 
pasta salad kits, ketchup, mayonnaise, salad 
dressing, etc.) All donations help to stock the 
shelves of the Food Bank Network of Somerset 
County, which distributes food every Saturday from 
Fellowship Hall to their clients.  Thanks to         
everyone for providing donations on a regular    
basis, as we help to provide groceries to our     
neighbors in need.   

 
 

Williamson Scholarship  
Recipient 

 
The Williamson Scholarship is an award that is  
given to high school seniors that are members of 
United Reformed Church and are accepted to an 
RCA college or other institute of higher learning.  
Eligible students must faithfully attend church and 
have actively participated in at least four church 
related activities a year throughout High School. 
 

This year, the scholar-
ship will be awarded to          
Jocelyn Hayes.  Over  
the past four years to     
qualify for the         
scholarship, Jocelyn   
has faithfully attended 
church services, set-up 
and served at coffee 
hour, volunteered in the 
church nursery,        
participated in the 
Twelfth Night - Boar’s 
Head Festival, served as 
an usher, volunteered at  
youth group related activities, such as selling      
refreshments at the Stars and Promises Concert, 
cooked meals for SHIP, assisted and taught Sunday 
school, was a member of the Bell Choir and vocal 
choir and assisted with church sponsored        
luncheons and dinners. 
 

In addition to church activities, Jocelyn has been a 
Girl Scout for 13 years, played Varsity Field Hockey 
and is on the Varsity Girls Track and Field team.  
Jocelyn is a member of the National Honor Society, 
participating in numerous community service     
activities and she tutors Middle School students. 
Jocelyn is a member of the Key Club at Somerville 
High School and is a past member of Model UN.  
She is employed as a sales associate at Modell's 
Sporting Goods in Bridgewater.   
 

Jocelyn will be attending Rutgers University - New 
Brunswick in the fall, majoring in Biology with a 
desire to become a Physical Therapist.  Please join 
us in congratulating Jocelyn and wishing her well in 
her future endeavors! 
 

URC Scholarship Committee  
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Then and Now 

By: Emily Hayes 
 
I had the pleasure of interviewing Beverly Colligas 
for this project.  I enjoyed talking with her and 
found out some interesting facts such as Bev and 
John were high school sweethearts and got engaged 
at graduation.  She was born in Somerville and 
raised in Raritan.  Bev and John transferred from 
Third Reformed Church to United Reformed 
Church in 2009.  
 
Q. What advice would you give your younger self? 
Bev:  I would do everything I did because I have 
had a really good life but I would have continued 
my education.  College was not pushed for girls 
back in the 50's unless you wanted to be a nurse.  
Emily:  I would tell my younger self not to worry 
about what other people think. 
 
Q. What were some cool things you like to do with 
your friends when growing up/what did you        
and your friends do for fun? 
Bev:  There were five of us who were always         
together and on Saturday afternoons, we would go 
to the Somerville Movies and they used to give 
away glasses and dish towels. I saw ventriloquist 
Shari Lewis and her puppet Lamb Chop there and 
also worked there selling tickets.  Another thing, I 
enjoyed was going to the Somerville Armory on 
Sunday afternoons to listen to some rock and roll 
singers who went on to become famous, such as 
Ricky Nelson, Frankie Avalon, Fats Domino to 
name a few.  One of the girls got a car senior year 
and we started to go to Drive-ins to have           
hamburgers or just cruise around.  We also had 
sock hops and we really had a good  time. 
Emily: My friends and I go to the mall, the movies, 
the park, or just hang out at each other's houses.  
 
Q. Who was famous and what were they famous 
for? 
Bev: Elvis Presley, Connie Francis, Johnny Ray, 
Frankie Avalon, and Fats Domino who were all 
singers.  Debbie Reynolds, Gene Kelly, Elizabeth 
Taylor, Sandra Dee, Doris Day, Paul Newman,    
Jimmy Stewart, Rock Hudson and all the girls heart-
throb James Dean who were all actors. 
Emily: The Kardashian's and the Jenner's and they 
are famous for makeup, and reality television.  
 
 

Q.  What were movies like? 
Bev:  There were musicals such as White Christmas 
with Bing Crosby and Singing in the  Rain with 
Gene Kelly.  Westerns were big such as High Noon 
with Gary Cooper, Giant with James Dean and a lot 
of Alfred Hitchcock suspense and drama, like Dial 
M for Murder with Ray Milland and Grace Kelly.  
The best part was that there was no nudity or foul 
language in the movies. 
Emily:  Today's movies have a lot of foul language 
and there are a lot of scary or comedy movies, but 
there isn't really any westerns today.  
 
Q.  What was a memorable play the drama club 
presented in school? 
Bev:  I never went to any of the school plays 
Emily: A memorable play was How To Succeed In 
Business without Really Trying.  
 
 

Progressive Dinner 
Recap 

 
There was nothing unlucky about the Progressive 
Dinner on Friday, April 13th.  Nineteen people      
enjoyed traveling around Somerville to savor       
delicious food and even better fellowship.  I would 
like to send out a big thank you to all of our hosts 
who welcomed us into their homes.  The party  
kicked off with an array of appetizers at the 
Janssen’s house or at Carol and Charlie’s house.  
Thank you also to Diny Buchannan who              
contributed additional appetizers at the Lane’s 
house. The two groups were then remixed and the 
Cassidy’s, as well as the Dibble’s provided the main 
course.  Everyone then congregated at Meghan   
Cassidy’s house where Amy Stires also contributed 
to the selection of desserts and coffee.  The group 
enjoyed the opportunity to get better acquainted 
with fellow church members, as well as to catch up 
with old friends.  There was a lot of positive       
feedback on the evening and people are already  
inquiring on when we can do it again.   

 
Beth Cassidy 

Activities Coordinator 
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Consistory Corner 
 

At the March meeting (took place after the        
publication of the last InTouch), the Consistory 
took the following  actions;   

• Received the resignation of Paul Dickey as the 
Director of Music 

• Welcomed Jon Coords of Liquid Church, for the 
sake of learning about their small group        
program 

• Heard of very positive feedback for the healing 
service 

• Approved a new employee handbook 

• Learned of several good contacts made by the 
Marketing committee 

At its meeting on April 24, the Consistory took the 
following actions; 

• Heard the first report from the Music Director 
Search Committee, about a process that will  
include congregational input (hopefully in May) 
for the future direction of music at United 

• Learned of several persons who have been at-
tending regularly recently and may be interest-
ed in membership 

• Approved of dates that Pastor will be away this 
summer 

• Appointed Howard Wagner to the Personnel 
Committee 

• Looked ahead to several significant upcoming 
events in the life of the church 

The next Consistory meeting will take place on 
Tuesday, May 22 at 7:15 p.m. 
 

Rev. Paul G. Janssen 
Pastor 

 
Autumn After-Church  

Gatherings 
 

We recently took a poll asking what people at   
United would like to talk about in Adult Education. 
Many responded that they’d like to hear about 
“current issues in a spiritual context.” We’d like to 
address that desire in the fall with occasional      
after-church gatherings to which we may be able to 

invite an expert who can lead us, and then have             
discussion. If you have particular issues you’d like 
to hear addressed, please contact the church office. 

 

Women’s Book Club  
Donates Books 

 
The ladies of the URC Book Club decided that they 
would like to have a project in which they could    
donate books to a worthy cause. We decided to    
collect books for clients of CASA, (Court Appointed 
Special Advocate for Children), who have no one to 
represent them in Court to    protect their rights and 
best interest. These are    children from broken 
homes, children who have been abused or neglected, 
etc.   
 

Our dear friend, Edie Grauer from HomeSharing 
was kind enough to put me in touch with Tracey L. 
Heisler, the Executive Director of CASA of Somerset, 
Hunterdon and Warren Counties.  When I called 
Tracey and told her we were looking for a program to 
donate books to, she was very excited and said they 
could use books from birth to youth and young 
adults 15-16 years of age.  I told her there were only 
14 members in our club but we would do what we 
could. She was so happy that we had chosen CASA.  
On Monday, April 16th, Tracey was going to be in 
Bridgewater and she stopped at my home and picked 
up the books (see photo below). She was both sur-
prised and delighted to find out that our little group 
was donating a total of 35 books.  Thank you ladies 
and God Bless! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Beverly Colligas 
On Behalf of the Women’s Book Club  
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Outreach Ministries 

Today, as I write this article, Monday, April 23, 
2018, it finally appears to be the beginning of 
spring.  

As such, I greet you with “for now the winter is 
past, the rain is over and gone.  The flowers appear 
on the earth; the time of singing has come, and the 
voice of the turtledove is heard in our land.” The 
Song of Solomon, NRSV 2:11-12. 

And as spring has sprung, so does the Outreach 
Committee rise from its long winter’s nap.  We are 
preparing for another successful year in the       
Outreach Ministry of United reformed Church.  

I direct your attention to the 2017 Outreach      
Committee Annual Report which was available for 
distribution during the Annual Congregation  
Meeting on January 28, 2018. 

We received many letters of thanks from the        
various agencies and programs which we            
supported, both in the way of monetary donations 
and other gifts. 

One of the agencies, HomeSharing, Inc. of Somerset 
County, presented us with two certificates of       
appreciation:  one of which recognizes  the        
Congregation and the other which recognizes the 
Outreach Committee.  These will be displayed in an 
appropriate place with the many other certificates 
of appreciation presented to United over the years. 

As we begin to plan for this year’s outreach ministry 
we solicit the congregation’s input regarding the  

implementation of same as “every church has the 
opportunity to reach out to the lost in our          
community.”  

I trust that we will have another successful year in 
the implementation of our Outreach Ministry. 

Yours in Christ, 
John M. Colligas, Chair 

Outreach Committee  

 

Raritan Ringers 

Spring  

Handbell Concert 

Saturday, May 19  

7:30 p.m.  

General admission   

                    $10 at the door 

Join Our Family! 

Have you been attending worship with us and 
are interested in  becoming a member?                       

We’ d love to have you as part of our family!  
Please contact Pastor Janssen or call Lori in the 

church office to schedule new  
member classes. 
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Scripture Passages 
 

 
 
May 6:  Sixth Sunday of Easter 
Acts 10:44-48   Psalm 98 
John 5:9-13   John 15;9-17 
 

May 13:  Seventh Sunday of Easter 
Acts 1:15-17   Psalm 1;1 
John 1:1-2;2   John 17;6-19 
 

May 20:  Pentecost 
Acts 2;1-21   Psalm 104;24-35  
Romans 8;22-27  John 15;26-27, 16-4b-15 
 

May 27:  Trinity Sunday 
Isaiah 6;1-8   Psalm 29 
Romans 8;12-17   John 3:1-17 
 

 
Women’s Book Club 

 

 

 

 

 

The next meeting of the Women’s Book Club will take 
place on Wednesday, May 9th at 7:00 p.m., in the 
church lounge.  The current book is “The Devil in the 
White City" by Erik Larson. For more information 
about the Women’s Book Club, please contact Nancy 
Maggio.   

Date Ushers Fellowship 
Hour 

Altar Guild Counters Lay Reader 

5/6 Amy & Craig  
Stires 

Parish Life 
Sundae Sunday 

Alice Gunzelman Michelle Lane  
Sandy Dibble 

Gary Spratt 

5/13 Brian & Beth 
Cassidy 

Fran Wise,  
Lyn Van Gorder 
Annette Janssen 

Sandy Dibble Michelle Lane 
Kathy Phillips 

Sandy Dibble 

5/20 Kelly Barry 
Jaclyn Barry 

Open  
Can you host? 

Fran Wise Mark Cannizzo 
Jim Phillips 

Jim Phillips 

5/27 John M. Colligas 
Jim Phillips 

Alice Gunzelman  
Barbara Schwarz 

Michelle Davis Tom Dibble 
Fran Wise 

Annette Janssen 

     Sunday Servers For April 

Birthdays and 
 Anniversaries 

 

Birthdays 

May 1   Andrew McLachlan 
May 2   Ruth Reader 
May 4   Beth Cassidy 
May 5   Raymond Trombadore 
May 7   Michelle Lane 
May 8   Sharon Thompson 
May 14   Christopher Thompson 
May 15   Peter Stires 
May 16   Denise Flynn 
May 17   Jeffrey Davis 
May 20   Anna Radcliffe 
May 21   Donny Stires 
May 22   Wanda Goldsworthy 
   Sam Janssen 
May 29   Lucinda Davis 
 
Anniversaries 
May 10   Jeff & Denise Flynn 
May 21   Joe & Della Nemes 
May 23               Doug & Estella Rollender 

 
 

InTouch is produced by  

Lori Herpen, Administrative Assistant 

Deadline for the June Issue is 

May 21, 2018 

Please submit articles, news and photos to:  

admin@urcsomerville.org 
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United Reformed Church  
100 W. Main St. 
Somerville, NJ 08876 
 

 
 
 

Love All - Serve All 

 

 

 

The Fun Continues 

at the 

Classic Rock Laser Show! 

URC members will be going to Raritan Valley Community College Planetarium 
for the Classic Rock Show.  We will enjoy a laser concert featuring a variety of 
classic rock songs, such as “Touch of Gray” (Grateful Dead), “Houses of the      
Holy” (Led Zeppelin), “Another One Bites the Dust (Queen), “You Took the 
Words Right out of My Mouth” (Meatloaf), “Come Sail Away” (Styx) and “Sgt. 
Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band” (Beatles).  The evening will begin with pizza 
at Il Forno,  1260 State Route 28, Branchburg (BYOB).  Then we will head across 
the street for the show.  This will be the last event before September so join the 
fun and fellowship.   

Date: May 12, Saturday 

Time: 6 PM  

Place:  Il Forno 1260 Rt. 28 Branchburg 

Then 7:40 PM at The Planetarium East Building Parking in lots 7 & 1 

Cost $5 per person 

Call the church office to RSVP by Wednesday May 9, 2018  


