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Bring on the heat! On Sunday, September 17th, at 4:00 p.m., we will 
host a Chili Cook-Off and Corn Hole Tournament! Corn Hole, in case 
you aren’t familiar, is basically bean-bag outdoors.   

For the Chili Cook-Off, we’re looking for five to eight chili chefs to be 
our official entrants. We’re not going by the official rules of the       
International Chili Society (yes, there is such a thing), so you can 
make your chili any way you want to: with beans or without; hot, 
mild, or bland; soupy or stewy; with burger, steak, chicken, or        
vegetarian. Your recipe, your  spices, your reputation!  There is a small 
entrance fee of $5.00 per chili chef.  

You will have the chance to judge and vote for your favorite chili 
(small fee for a sample of all chilis and a voting ballet). For those who 
want more than just a sample, the Famous Buzzard Breath Chili with 
all the toppings will be available for purchase!   

So start honing your chili recipes and warm up your bean bag tossing 
arm! If you would like to be one of the chili chefs, please call the 
church office for further entrance details. 

                          Fun Fact 

The great debate, it seems, is not limited 
to whose chili is best. Even more heated is 
the argument over where the first bowl 
was made and by whom. Widely accepted 
is the idea that chili is a product of  Texas 
cattle trails. Frank and Jesse James fell 
prey to its taste and are said to have eaten 
a few bowls of "red" before pulling many of 
their bank jobs. Fort Worth had a chili 
joint just north of town, and the James 
boys rode in there just for the chili, vow-
ing never to rob their bank because "any 
place that has a  chili joint like this just 
oughta' be treated better." 
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Parish the Thought 
 
In 2009 the Reformed Church in America adopted a 
new confession named the Belhar Confession.* 
Confessions guide us in how we read and interpret 
the Scriptures together. The Belhar was born in 
South Africa; thus, not surprisingly, it speaks of  
unity, justice, and reconciliation in the context of 
that country’s centuries-old racial struggles. 

So we turn to the Belhar Confession for moral    
guidance when groups that promote racial hatred 
enter the public arena in places like Charlottesville 
and Boston (and several other places where white 
nationalist rallies are planned). This is what the 
Confession says: 

“separation, enmity and hatred      
between people and groups is sin 
which Christ has already conquered, 
and accordingly that anything which 
threatens this unity may have no 
place in the church and must be     
resisted.” 

   “We reject the forced separation of 
people on the grounds of race and 
color.” 

So, as your pastor, I say to you, and encourage you 
to proclaim into your thoughts, your conversations, 
your prayers, that bigotry (personal hatred or     
suspicion) and racism (structures and systems built 
on bigotry) are sins. They run counter to God’s will. 
They are not to be graciously “understood.” They 
are to be confessed, repented from, turned away 
from. 

As followers of Jesus, if any speck of white            
supremacist thinking has invaded our minds, if we 
hold onto any iota of hatred or racism or thinking 
that one group of human beings was made more 
like God than anyone else, then if we want to be 
followers of Jesus, we start by renouncing ourselves. 
It’s on us to root it out the sin, to take it to the Lord 
in prayer, to get it out of our systems, and start   
living and thinking differently. “Change your mind; 
the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 

*Your former pastor, Douglas W. Fromm, was     
instrumental in guiding the RCA through a online, 
you can take a direct link to the Belhar Confession 
here: https://www.rca.org/resources/confession-
belhar     

If you would like to look it up independently,    
simply google “Belhar Confession.” Or, request a 
copy if you’re not wired in to the internet. 
 

Rev. Paul G. Janssen 
Pastor 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Do You Love to Sing? 

 

If you have always wanted to join our Chancel 
Choir, here is your chance!  Now is the perfect time 
to join, as we begin rehearsals for the fall and 
Christmas season. Our first rehearsal is scheduled 
for Thursday, September 7th, at 7:30 p.m. in the 
basement choir room. We know there are talented 
singers out there and we’d love to have new      
members! If you are interested in joining, just    
contact our Director of Music, Paul Dickey at     
music@urcsomerville.org and sign up, it’s that easy!    
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Join Our Family! 
 

Have you been attending worship 

with us and are interested in          

becoming a member?                       

We’ d love to have you as part           

of our family!  

Please contact Pastor Janssen            

or call Lori in the church office to 

schedule new member classes. 

All are welcome! 

https://www.rca.org/resources/confession-belhar
https://www.rca.org/resources/confession-belhar


Sunday 
School News 

 

Welcome Back!!!  Sunday 
School will be back        
in session starting      
September 10th at 9:00 
a.m. in Room 0.  Please 
fill out a registration 
form, which can be 

found in our    Sunday School brochure (enclosed), 
on our website or in the church office.  Let's get 
excited for another great year learning about Jesus' 
love for us.  We are community-minded, Jesus-
focuses and welcoming to all.  Spread the word to 
neighbors, friends and relatives about our Sunday 
School Program.   

New this year:  An informal pre-school program 
for our littlest members.  From 9:40 to 9:55 am, our 
wee little ones can hear a short bible story or      
participate in an age appropriate craft to learn 
about Jesus and the Bible.  Please fill out the same 
registration form and let the church office know if 
you are interested in this new program.  This will 
take place in the nursery. 

Linda Hayes 
Sunday School Coordinator 

 

Are You an Early Christmas 
Shopper? 

 

Don’t forget us as you begin to think about your 
holiday shopping. AmazonSmile is a program 
through Amazon.com, which allows you to shop 
their site -at no cost- and a portion of the purchase 
price is donated to your chosen charity.  It’s easy to 
use, just go to smile.amazon.com. First time visitors 
to the site will asked which organization they 
would like to support. Select United Reformed 
Church as we are already on their list of charities. If 
you already have an Amazon.com account, that’s 
fine too. You do not need to set up a new one, just 
visit the AmazonSmile page to select your           
organization. There are no additional costs and the 
cost of items is still the same.  

 
 
 

News From the Consistory 
 

The Consistory held its once-a-summer meeting on 
Tuesday, August 8th. While much of church life is 
in “maintenance mode” during the summer, the 
Consistory is actually in “planning mode” for the 
fall season. Here are some of the items we covered: 

• The Board of Elders met to review the        
membership rolls, as required by the RCA   
Constitution, and decided to send out letters to 
several people inquiring regarding their       
affiliation with United. 

• The Marketing Committee reports a busy     
season, representing the church at National 
Night Out, Friday Cruisin’ Nights, advertising 
via Facebook, print, and other opportunities. 
We have several events to publicize in the fall 
as well. 

• We will be having a busy program year, with 
activities in every month from September to 
May. We’ll be starting with a chili cook-off, and 
will have a game night, gingerbread house-
making, movie night, Bunco Night, and several 
other get-togethers. Look for announcements 
in the Sunday bulletins and the monthly 
InTouch. 

• The Education Committee is reviewing the   
surveys we put in recent bulletins regarding 
Adult Education. Responses so far show that 
interest is strong. Finding common times to 
gather may be the biggest obstacle. 

• The next meeting of the Consistory will take 
place on Tuesday, September 28th at 7:15 p.m. 

 
Let’s Go Pioneers! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you plan to attend a Somerville High School   
Varsity Football game this coming school year, be 
sure to  keep a look out for the t-shirt toss. During 
every game, there will be a certain number of           
t-shirts tossed into the crowd, which URC has   
sponsored and includes the Pioneers logo on the 
front with our logo on the back.  You may want to 
score one of these!  Let’s Go Pioneers! 
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 African American 
Black Council  
Responds to  

Charlottesville  

 
(From the Reformed Church in America 

website; https://www.rca.org/) 
 

The RCA’s African American Black Council (AABC) 
has issued this statement in response to a white    
supremacist rally and violence against                  
counter-protesters in Charlottesville, Virginia. 

We commend interim general secretary Don Poest 
for his words on Charlottesville* and thank him for 
doing so quickly. Immediately in the aftermath on 
Saturday, the AABC Executive Committee met. 
With consultation from the entire council, the     
executive committee felt compelled to pen a        
response to Charlottesville—even obligated to do so 
constitutionally by its mandate in the Book of 
Church Order. 

The United States of America has historically dealt 
with the sin of racism in many forms. It is also clear 
that there seems to be a climate in the U.S. now 
that has reignited racial and social animosities, re-
versed improvements in race relations, divided peo-
ple, and fostered hatred that has led to totalitarian 
impulses, xenophobic biases, and bigoted ideolo-
gies. 

We are living in times when equivocating on these 
matters furthers the sin of racism even to violence, 
as we have witnessed in Charlottesville. We         
witnessed this as a former KKK leader announced at 
the rally, “We’re going to fulfill the promises of 
Donald Trump.” We also witnessed this with Presi-
dent Trump’s lack of naming the facilitators of the 
rally. 

The African American Black Council stands with 
Don Poest in his statement. We encourage RCA 
members from both the U.S. and Canada to reflect 
on the AABCreport from this past General Synod, 
and to do the ongoing work of anti-racism through 
preaching, training, and living that opposes all 
forms of racism and bigotry, including white su-
premacy. 

*To read Don Poest’s statement, visit: https://
www.rca.org/news/don-poest-responds-
charlottesville 

Women’s Book Club 

 

 
 
 
 
The next meeting of the women’s book club is 
scheduled for Wednesday, September 20th at 7:00 
p.m., at the home of Carol Lane, 43 E. Young St., 
Somerville, NJ. The current book we are reading is 

"Lottery" by Patricia Wood. For more information 
about the book club, please see Nancy Maggio. 
 

Reminder 
New Email Addresses 

 

Just a friendly reminder that our staff has new email 
addresses. Please use the new email addresses  for 
official church business. 
 

Pastor Janssen 
pastor@urcsomerville.org 

 

Paul Dickey 
music@urcsomerville.org 

 

Lori Herpen 
admin@urcsomerville.org 

 

General 
info@urcsomerville.org 

 

NOTE: We have wifi, so if you are visiting the 
church and need to connect, just ask for                
the password! 

 

https://www.rca.org/news/don-poest-responds-charlottesville
http://images.rca.org/docs/synod/AABCreport2017.pdf
http://images.rca.org/docs/synod/AABCreport2017.pdf
http://images.rca.org/docs/synod/AABCreport2017.pdf
https://www.rca.org/news/don-poest-responds-charlottesville
https://www.rca.org/news/don-poest-responds-charlottesville
https://www.rca.org/news/don-poest-responds-charlottesville
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Twelfth Night Preparations 
Underway 

 

The 2018 presentation of the Central Jersey Twelfth 
Night Boar's Head Festival will be held on Sunday, 
January 7th at 4:00 p.m.  There are several           
new roles and updated costumes to                       
debut.  A fundraising campaign will begin in       
September to help offset costs of this                   
production.  Your support as a Sponsor or Patron 
would be greatly appreciated.  A special poster will 
be on display in the church to mark the fundraising 
progress.  Recognition of your support will be  
printed in the program. Thank you in advance! 

 
Larry Carey and Linda Hayes, co-chairs  

 Twelfth Night Committee 
 
 

VNA Rummage Sale 
 
The Visiting Nurse Association (VNA) of Somerset 
Hills will take donations for its fall rummage sale 
beginning September 9th through 27th, Monday 
through Saturday from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at 
the Far Hills Fairgrounds, intersection of U.S. 
Route 202 and Peapack Road, Far Hills, NJ  
 
The rummage sale will be held October 6th 
through October 8th, from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
on Friday and Saturday and from 12:30 p.m. to 3:30 
p.m. on Sunday. The sale also takes place at the Far 
Hills Fairgrounds.  For more information or to 
view a list of acceptable and unacceptable items, 
please visit:  http://www.visitingnurse.org/2017/03/
fall-2015-rummage-sale-donations/  or call (908) 
766-0180.   

 

Food of the Month 
 

For the month of September the Food Bank would 
like us to collect items for school lunches. Other 
items always needed include Parmalat milk and 
canned meats such as beef ravioli, chili, etc.  
You may put donations in the shopping cart in Fel-
lowship Hall or you may place them in the basket 
in the office.  All donations help to stock the 
shelves of the Food Bank Network of Somerset  
County, which distributes food every Saturday 
from Fellowship Hall to those in need.  Thank you 
in  advance for your contributions and generosity.   

Joys and Concerns 
 
Our oldest member, Betty Taylor, (age 101) has 
been placed in hospice care at the Holly Center at 
Arbor Glen. Please keep Betty in your prayers.  
 
Our sincere condolences to Tom O’Leary, CEO and 
founding Executive Director of the Samaritan 
Homeless Interim Program (SHIP) on the passing 
of his son, Douglas Hale - O’Leary on August 7th, as 
a result of an opioid overdose.  This news may come 
as a shock to some, considering that Tom himself is 
a International Certified Alcohol and Substance 
Abuse Counselor (ICASAC), a Certified Chemical 
Dependency Counselor (CCDC) and  Master Addic-
tions Counselor Endorsement (MACe).  It is with 
Tom’s permission that we share the cause of his 
son’s death, as a means to raise awareness of the 
opioid epidemic that is destroying families all over 
the country.  Please keep Tom in your thoughts and 
prayers as he copes with this heartbreaking tragedy. 
  
 

One Nation Overdosed 
 
On Wednesday, August 23rd, ABC’s Nightline, 
along with 60 affiliates, aired a special edition, “One 
Nation Overdosed: Snapshots of Americans      
Struggling Under the Opioid Crisis”.  Opioids are a 
class of drugs that include heroin and powerful pain 
relievers including oxycodone, codeine and       
morphine. In their report, ABC News revealed some 
startling and shocking statistics; 
 

• One American dies of drug overdose every 11 
minutes and more than 2 million Americans are 
addicted to prescription pain killers.   

• According to the Center for Disease Control, in 
2015, there were 33,000 deaths caused by opioid 
overdose; more deaths than the Vietnam War 
and more deaths than the HIV-AIDS epidemic. 
The 2016  data is not available yet, but that 
number is expected to increase drastically.  

• Opioid overdose is now the leading cause of 
death in Americans under the age of 50.   

• Drug overdoses kill more people every year than 
gun violence and car accidents.  

 

Please take a few moments to view this important 
edition of ABC Nightline:  
http://abcnews.go.com/WNT/video/nation 
overdosed-49387196 
 

http://www.visitingnurse.org/2017/03/fall-2015-rummage-sale-donations/
http://www.visitingnurse.org/2017/03/fall-2015-rummage-sale-donations/
http://abcnews.go.com/WNT/video/nation-overdosed-49387196
http://abcnews.go.com/WNT/video/nation-overdosed-49387196
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Scripture Passages 
 

 
 
September 3, Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Exodus 3:1-15   Psalm 105:1-6 
Jeremiah 15:15-21  Matthew 16:21-28 
 

September 10, Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Exodus 12:1-14   Psalm 149 
Romans 13:8-14   Matthew 18:15-20 
 

September 17, Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Exodus 14:19-31   Psalm 114 
Genesis 50:15-21  Matthew 18:21-35 
 

September 24, Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Exodus 16:2-15   Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45 
Philippians 1:21-30   Matthew 20:1-16 
 

  

 
     BUNCO Night 

October 20th - 5:00 p.m. 
Look for details in October InTouch! 

 
 

 

Date Ushers Fellowship Hour Altar Guild Counters Lay Reader 

9/3 Tom & Sandy  
Dibble 

Parish Life 
Sundae Sunday 

Michelle Davis Jim Phillips 
Bev Colligas 

Gary Spratt 

9/10 Lyn Van Gorder 
Fran Wise 

Men’s Fellowhip 
Group  

Wanda 
Goldsworthy 

Michelle Lane 
Diny Buchanan 

Tom Dibble 

9/17 Jocelyn Hayes 
Kelly Barry 

Open - Can you 
host?  

John Colligas Michelle Lane 
Sandy Dibble 

Bart Wijatyk 

9/24 Michelle Davis 
Lorraine Malonza 

Barbara Schwarz 
Alice Gunzelman 

Sandy Dibble Mark Cannizzo 
Fran Wise 

Beth Cassidy 

     Sunday Servers For September 

Birthdays and 
 Anniversaries 

 

 
Birthdays 

Sept. 4  Linda Hayes, Diny Buchanan 
Sept. 5  Isabel Cannizzo 
Sept. 8  Morgan McLachlan 
Sept. 9  Heidi Schulthesis 
Sept. 11  Jocelyn Hayes 
  Katherine Yohn 
Sept. 12  Tom Dibble 
Sept. 13  Alice Bay 
Sept. 14  William Everett, Elizabeth Fowler,   
  Charles Lane               
Sept. 15  James Barry, Cindy Mendelson       
Sept. 19 Teddy Yohn, Alan Radcliffe 
Sept. 20 Carol Barry 
Sept. 21  Mary Jane Swita 
Sept. 23 Mark Cannizzo 
Sept. 24 Lori Herpen 

Sept. 26 Thomas Maggio, Lilith Cameron  
  Moore 

Sept. 30 Jessica Yohn 
 

Anniversaries 
 
Sept. 11  Charlie & Jane Huck 
Sept. 12  Morgan & Jan McLachlan 
Sept. 13  Patrick & Linda Hayes 
Sept. 18  John & Beverly Colligas 
Sept. 29 Charles & Toni Moore 

 
 

 

 

InTouch is produced by  

Lori Herpen, Administrative Assistant 

Deadline for the October Issue is 

 September 19, 2017 

Please submit articles, news and photos to:  

admin@urcsomerville.org 
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Love All - Serve All 

CROP Hunger Walk 
Are You Walking? 

 
For the past 43 years, United has been the dedicated 
host of the Central Somerset CROP Hunger Walk; one 
of the oldest walks in New Jersey!  We are very proud 
to keep this tradition going through the streets of 
Somerville, as we set out to raise awareness of hunger 
issues around the world and right here in Somerset 
County.  
 
Over the years, generations have walked with us and 
we’ve welcomed many congregations, civic groups,  
local organizations and caring individuals.  Even if you 
can’t walk, you can still raise funds as a “spirit walker” 
or volunteer on walk day.  For more information, or to 
register, contact our walk coordinator, Mark Cannizzo 
at: crophungerwalk.urc@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

43rd Annual 

Central Somerset 
CROP Hunger Walk 

Sunday, October 22nd 
Pre-Walk Kick Off 12:30 p.m. 

(light refreshments, music) 

Registration 1:00 pm  
Walk Begins at 1:30 pm 

 

New Walk Route! 


