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Holy Week 2017 
 

All are welcome to walk the way of the cross and resurrection        
together, as we devote ourselves to the Lord who enters into death 
for our sake, so that we might live with him.  Below is a description of 
the services we will be offering: 
 
Maundy Thursday -  On Thursday, April 13th at 6:00 p.m., we will 
gather in the Fellowship Hall for a pasta dinner, hosted by the Parish 
Life Committee.  The menu includes lasagna and stuffed shells, salad, 
beverage and dessert.  Following dinner, we will remain seated at our    
tables while we "re-enact" the Lord's Supper as he and the disciples 
ate and drank together on the same night that he was betrayed.  We 
will celebrate the Lord's Supper, but not by using the traditional   
vessels (plate and cup) that belong to the church.  Instead, you are 
invited to bring a cup from home; perhaps one with special meaning 
to you. We bring these as symbols of the way Christ meets us where 
we are and fills us with his own life.  The bread will be passed from 
person to  person:  Pastor Janssen will then proceed around the table 
and pour juice into each person's cup.  We will eat and drink together 
in silence and watch together as our Lord proceeds to the garden to 
pray for strength.  
 
Good Friday - On Friday, April 14th at 7:30 p.m., we will gather        
to bear witness to Christ's death.   Readings from the Gospel of John 
will be offered, interspersed by hymns and choral and instrumental 
music.  After each reading, a light will be extinguished until the 
Christ candle itself is put out and the sanctuary is nearly in darkness.  
We depart in silence, remembering with gratitude the depth of God's 
love for us. 
 
Easter Morning - Sunday morning, April 16th, we will gather at the 
Lord Fountain (corner of Grove and Main Streets) at 8:30 a.m. along 
with members from other local congregations. Pastors and other  
worship leaders will lead a service of joyful music.  The service will 
conclude by 9:10, so that participants will have plenty of time to walk 
to their houses of worship, carrying banners and ringing bells in    
celebration of this glorious morning. Our Easter Sunday celebration 
will begin at 10:00 a.m. and include added musicians, as well as a 
message guaranteed to lift your spirits in praise to God for a new life.  
 

All Are Welcome!   
 

United Reformed Church 
“The Church on Main Street” 

100 W. Main Street 
Somerville, NJ 08876 
Tel. (908) 725-4545 
Fax: (908) 725-1950 

Email: urcsomerville@optonline.net 
www.urcsomervillenj.org 

#urcsomerville 
 

Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m. 

Rev. Paul G. Janssen 
 

Follow Us On Facebook! 

facebook/urcsomerville 
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Parish the Thought 
 
Have you noticed that there are six Sundays in 
Lent, but not six Sundays of Lent?  
 
Doesn’t sound like the source of much controversy 
among Protestant circles, but it certainly can light 
fires in more highly liturgical churches. 
 
Here’s what it boils down to: Lent lasts 40 days (to 
coincide with the 40 days of Jesus’ fasting in the wil-
derness). But if you count from Ash Wednesday to 
Easter, you find 46 calendar-days. How, then, does 
Lent tally only 40? 
 
Because Sundays don’t count. They don’t count as 
days for fasting, even during Lent, because Sunday 
was the day on which Jesus rose from the dead. And 
that is ALWAYS cause for celebration. So (say the 
advocates of this position) fasting isn’t necessary on 
the Sundays that happen “in” Lent, because they 
cannot properly said to be “of” Lent. 
 
As I said, not the sort of thing we Protestants lose 
any sleep over. 
 
But it does raise a question that pertains to the   
entire church year. If every Sunday – every           
remembrance of the resurrection – is cause for    
celebration, then what do we do that would tip off 
an outsider that we’re celebrating when we gather 
for worship? Are drinks served? Will there be    
dancing? Will songs be sung – and sung heartily by 
everyone, not just by the professionals and           
volunteers in the choir? When the minister speaks, 
will the congregation hear good news, or tongue-
lashing diatribes about how to be good? Will     
worship truly welcome and include and celebrate 
the gifts of all of God’s people, or will it be the   
province of a very few who “know what they’re    
doing”? 
 
On the one hand, we belong to a long and proud 
tradition of gathering to celebrate in a way that 
bears the mark of the 16th century lecture hall. And, 
lest I be misunderstood, I believe that there is so, so 
much to be honored about that tradition. 
 
On the other hand, this resurrection “thing” that we 
celebrate is no ordinary event. It simply cannot 
come and go like the completion of acquiring 

what’s on the grocery list. Christ’s victory over 
death is an entirely new thing, a revolutionary 
event, a world-changing act of God. Nothing less! 
 
Imagine that your child had struggled and struggled 
through every moment of his education. It took him 
six and a half years to get through college, but he 
finally did it. How would you celebrate? I’m quite 
sure you’d invite your friends, have a party to end 
(almost) all parties, and keep the neighborhood 
awake until 2:00 a.m. 
 
Well, friends, love wins! God conquers death! On 
Easter Sunday we will shout for joy – Christ is risen! 
Yes, let’s shout it, and sing lustily, and laugh and 
smile and embrace and greet each other with holy 
kisses and give the day its due! 
 
And since every Sunday is a celebration of the    
resurrection . . . . well, we can save the implication 
of that for another day. 
 

Happy Easter 
Rev. Paul G. Janssen 

Pastor 

 
Save the Date! 

Somerville High School 
Jazz Band and Chorus 

Friday, May 5th - 7:30 p.m. 
Don’t miss these two talented groups of students        
perform their annual concert.  Free admission!  

 

 
Calling All Twelfth Night 

Committee Members! 
 
The Twelfth Night Committee will hold its next 
meeting on Tuesday, April 18th at 7:00 p.m. in the 
lounge.  Please plan on attending to hear updates 
and begin planning the 2018 performance, which 
will take place on January 7th at 4:00 p.m.  If you’d 
like to join the committee or volunteer to help out 
with preparations, please see Linda Hayes, Co-Chair 
of the Twelfth Night Committee.   
 
 

 

 



 

Sunday School 
News 

 
As we continue in         
our Journey of Lenten      
studies, we will be       
engaging in our next   
service project by      
helping the worship   
committee. On Palm 

Sunday, we will make palm crosses before worship 
to hand out to the congregation. Anyone wishing to 
join us is welcome, we will meet in Fellowship Hall 
at 9:00 a.m. Kristy Cannizzo lead and instruct us in  
making the crosses. There will also be a special treat 
for Easter  Sunday in celebration of our Risen 
Christ.  Due to spring break, Sunday school will be 
in session on April 23rd and will resume on        
April 30th.  
 

 

Linda Hayes 
Sunday School Coordinator 

 
 

Easter Brass and Flowers 

Our Easter service will include music by the       
augmented Chancel Choir and our Easter brass 
quartet. If you would like to make a monetary    
contribution to our “Easter Brass” fund and help 
support this special program, please send a check to 
the church office with “Attn: Easter Brass”, in the 
memo line.  
 

On Easter Sunday, the sanctuary will be graced with 
beautiful Easter lilies and hydrangeas.  If you would 
like to sponsor a memorial or  celebration plant in a 
loved one’s name,  please complete the enclosed 
envelope and submit it along with your check (in 
any amount) to the church office by Wednesday, 
April 12th.  
 

Women’s Book Club 
 

The next meeting of the Women’s Book Club will 
take place on Wednesday, April 5th at 7:00 pm,      
in the church lounge.  Nancy Maggio will be     
hosting. The book we are currently reading is 
"Beach Music”, by Pat Conroy.  If you would like 
more information, or would like to join the group, 
please contact Nancy Maggio by email:                       
nbmaggio@embarqmail.com 

VNA Rummage Sale 

The Visiting Nurse Association will be hold its  
rummage sale at the Fairgrounds in Far Hills on 
May 5th and 6th, from 9:30 a. m. to 3:30 p.m., and 
on May 7th from 12:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.  Donations 
can be dropped off from April 8th through 26th, 
10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at the Fairgrounds, Route 
202, Far Hills. For donation guidelines or for more 
information, call (908) 781-6445 or visit their them 
online at visitingnurse.org  
 

Movie Night! 
 

Join us on Friday, April 21st at 5:30 p.m. for pizza 
and a movie.  Cost is $7.00 per person and includes 
2 slices of pizza and a beverage.  Our featured   
movie is Sully, starring Tom Hanks and  directed 
by Clint Eastwood. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On January 15, 2009, the world witnessed the 
"Miracle on the Hudson" when Captain "Sully"  
Sullenberger glided his disabled plane onto the 
frigid waters of the Hudson River, saving the lives 
of all 155 aboard. However, even as Sully was being 
heralded by the public and the media for his un-
precedented feat of aviation skill, an investigation 
was unfolding that threatened to destroy his      
reputation and his career. 
 

Please RSVP your attendance to the church office 
by Wednesday, April 19th.   
 
 

Dinner and A Play 

 

Just a reminder to folks who have signed up for the 
dinner and play, Born Yesterday, at the Hunterdon 
Hills Playhouse on April 23rd.  We will meet at the 
playhouse at 2:00 p.m.  If you need directions, 
please visit http://www.hhplayhouse.com or call 
(908) 730-8007.   
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News From the 
Consistory  

 

Below are several items of note 
from our February and March 
meetings;  

 
• We welcomed Jim Phillips and Steve Rus as 

new Consistory members, and they are          
becoming involved in committee work. 

• We welcomed Mark Cannizzo as the new 
Chairman of the Administration and Finance 
Committee. 

• Amy Stires was re-elected Vice-President of 
Consistory for a one-year term. 

• We have noted something of an uptick in      
visitors coming to United, and are grateful to 
the Marketing Committee and Lori Herpen for 
their effort to spread the good news about  
United and its ministries. 

• We’re glad to hear of several new lay readers 
taking part in leadership on Sunday mornings. 

• We tracked the vote of Classis Delaware Raritan 
regarding amendments to the RCA constitution 
that would have banned all same-sex marriages 
in the RCA (amendments were defeated).  

• Two current and one former member of      
Consistory attended a Classis Leadership  
Workshop on February 25th. 

• We are taking a good look at the appearance of 
the main entrance by the office, from paint to 
new furniture, so that we have a more           
welcoming appearance.  

• We noted the success of the virtual Easter egg 
hunt taking place on Facebook. It is receiving 
an average of 325 views per day and we have 
gained more than 30 new followers to date. 

 
Hymnbook Fundraiser Update 

 

We have acquired the new hymnbooks, thanks to 
your generosity. They’ll be in the pews soon, with a 
celebration and dedication planned for Sunday, 
April 23rd.   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Strategic Plan Update 
 

We continue working on several initiatives          
included in the five-year plan. 
 

• The Worship Committee will be visiting        
another congregation soon to see how they  
embody life-giving worship for their members 
and guests. 

• The Outreach Committee is involved in a    
Missional Learning Community program that is 
hosted at North Branch Reformed Church. 

• The Parish Life Committee is working on 
providing monthly social activities on a ongoing 
basis to promote fellowship.   

 
Several other items remain to be worked on in 2017. 
Please keep your eyes open for future                   
developments.  

 

Joys & Concerns 

Kathy Phillips is doing well after surgery and is 
now recuperating at home.  
 

Ernst Gurke is also recuperating at home.   
 

Drew McLachlan has been diagnosed with brain 
cancer and will undergo treatment.   
 

Ruth Reader has moved. Her new address is;  
100 Monroe St., Apt. 144 
Bridgewater, NJ 08807 

 

Palestine Children’s  
Relief Fund 

 
Do you have a concern for medical care for injured 
or sick children? Are you interested in the conflicts 
that continue in the Middle East? If so, you may be    
interested in the Palestine Children’s Relief Fund. 
Carol Luidens, a member of Millstone Reformed 
Church in Hillsborough, is the Church Coordinator 
for the New Jersey Chapter. PCRF identifies and 
provides free medical care for sick and injured   
children who need care in Palestine, the Levant, 
and other parts of the Middle East. It is a             
non-political, non-profit, humanitarian relief              
organization. If you’d like to know more, please 
visit their website at http://www.pcrf.net. If you are 
interested, please contact Pastor Janssen, or e-mail 
Carol Luidens at cluidens@comcast.net.  
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The next meeting of the consistory will 
take place on Tuesday, April 25th at        

7:15 p.m. in the lounge. 

http://www.pcrf.net
mailto:cluidens@comcast.net


 

Sexual Assault Awareness 
Month 

 
In the late 1970’s, women in England held protests 
against the violence they encountered as they 
walked through neighborhoods at night, and called 
them “Take Back the Night” marches. Over time the 
marches grew, as did awareness of sexual violence 
issues and almost 50 years later, the month of April 
is recognized as Sexual  Assault Awareness Month 
by organizations and  individuals around the world.  
Activities have gone on to include the issues of   
sexual violence against men and children, the color 
teal was adopted to represent the cause, just as the 
color pink is to breast cancer, and in within the last 
few years, “Denim Day” has caught on in the U.S. 
and is observed by everyone from designer jean 
manufacturers to college campuses.  
 

Denim Day, which is on April 26th this year, is a 
movement that began in the 90’s after an Italian 
Supreme Court ruling on a rape case involving a    
18-year old female and her 45-year old male driving 
instructor. Hired by her parents, the driver, while 
attempting to assault her, threatened to kill her 
family if she resisted or told anyone. The young 
woman wore jeans that were so tight that her     
perpetrator could not remove them on his own. 
Fearing for her life and that of her family’s, she 
helped him remove her jeans. The  final ruling    
stated that because she had assisted with removing 
her clothing, the act had to then be consentual.  
The day after the decision, women in the Italian        
Parliament protested by wearing jeans to work and  
carried signs in support of the victim. Wearing  
denim on this day has become an international 
symbol of unity against destructive attitudes about 
sexual assault.   
 

United Reformed Church has regularly supported 
the efforts of local organizations that provide    
counseling and resources to victims of sexual      
violence. For many years, the Outreach  Committee 
has supported Safe and Sound Somerset (formerly 
the Women’s Resource Center), which provides 
emergency safe housing for victims of domestic  
violence, sexual assault and human trafficking, 
along with counseling and other resources –all 
completely confidential and free of charge. On April 
3rd, we welcome staff and volunteers from Safe and 
Sound Somerset for six weeks as they use our       
facilities to train and certify victim advocates. 

 

In conjunction with the Reformed Church of     
America, we have taken a stance against human 
trafficking and joined the New Jersey Coalition 
Against Human Trafficking, along with more than 
140 other faith-based groups in the state.   
 

For the past two Christmases, our  congregation has 
generously supported clients of the Women’s VA 
Trauma Unit at Lyons by gracing them with gifts  
collected in our White Gift Sunday drive. The  
Trauma Unit is a 10-bed facility providing therapeu-
tic art programs, counseling and transitional     
housing to women veterans who have experienced 
military sexual assault.  
 

On Wednesday, April 26th - Denim Day- we will 
host a special screening of The Invisible War, an 
Academy Award nominated film about sexual     
assault in the armed forces.  This is an eye-opening 
documentary that will help us better understand 
the issues the women at the VA have experienced 
and why we support them.  Victims tell their       
stories, while the film focuses on the reasons why 
military victims are less likely to report assaults and 
why their perpetrators are more likely to go         
unpunished.  Similar screenings have been hosted 
by women’s auxiliary groups of the VFW’s and 
American Legions. 
 

As with every issue we support as a family of faith, 
keeping ourselves informed and educated is key to 
making changes, no matter how difficult the subject 
may be.  We hope that you will consider joining us 
for this special night of awareness. If you would like 
to attend the screening, please RSVP to the church 
office. We will gather in the lounge at 6:30 p.m.  
Feel free to wear something denim or teal!  If you 
are unable to come, please take a few moments and 
visit the links below.  
 

On Behalf of the Outreach Committee 
Lori Herpen 

Administrative Assistant 
 

To watch a trailer of The Invisible War visit: 
www.invisiblewarmovie.com 
 

To learn about the history of Denim Day visit: 
http://denimdayinfo.org 
 

To learn more about Safe and Sound Somerset or to 
volunteer to become a victim advocate visit: 
www.safe-sound.org 
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Scripture Passages 
 

 
April 2, Fifth Sunday in Lent 
Ezekiel 37:1-14   Psalm 130 
Romans 8:6-11   John 11:1-46 
 

April 9, Palm Sunday 
Psalm 118:1-2, 9-29  Psalm 31:9-16 
Phillippians 2:5-11  Matthew 27:11-54 
 

April 16, Easter Sunday 
Acts 10:34-43   Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 
Colossians 3:1-4  John 20:1-18  
 

April 23, Second Sunday of Easter 
Acts 2:14, 22-32   Psalm 16 
Peter 1:3-9        John  20:19-31 
 

April 30, Third Sunday of Easter 
Acts 2:14, 36-41   Psalm 116:1-4 
Peter 1:17-23   Luke 24:13-36 
 

Food of the Month 
 

For the month of April, we will collect spaghetti 
sauce and pasta. Household cleaning supplies are 
also requested this time of year (sponges, dish soap, 
laundry detergent, bathroom cleaner, etc.) You may 
put donations in the shopping cart in Fellowship Hall or 
you may place them in the basket in the office.  All dona-
tions help to stock the shelves of the Food Bank Network 
of Somerset County, which distributes food every Satur-
day from Fellowship Hall to those in need.  Thank you in  
advance for your contributions and generosity.   

Date Ushers Fellowship Hour Altar Guild Counters Lay Reader 

4/2 Sue Elgard 
Mary Ann Ferrante 

Parish Life 
Sundae Sunday 

Michelle Davis Michelle Lane 
Mark Cannizzo 

Gary Spratt 

4/9 Sandy Dibble 
Michelle Davis 

Men’s Fellowship  
Group 

Wanda 
Goldsworthy 

James Phillips 
Mark Cannizzo 

Bart Wijatyk 

4/16 Toni Moore 
Barbara Schwarz 
Jocelyn Hayes 
Tommy Hayes 

EASTER  
No Fellowship 

Hour 

Sandy Dibble Chris Parenti 
Michelle Lane 

Annette Janssen 

4/23 Art & Wanda 
Goldsworthy 

Toni Moore, Alice 
Gunzelman,  
Barbara Schwarz 

Fran Wise Mark Cannizzo 
Sue Elgard 

Beth Cassidy 

4/30 Lyn Van Gorder 
Fran Wise 

Open - Can you 
host?  

Michelle Davis Mark Cannizzo 
Mary Ann Ferrante 

Steve Rus 

                 Sunday Servers For April 

Birthdays and 
 Anniversaries 

 

 
Birthdays 

April 2   Frederica Oakley 
April 6   Toni Moore 
April 10  Pat Doyle 
April 15   Amy Stires 
April 18  John McLachlan 
April 25  Larry Carey 
   Tommy Hayes 
April 27  Diane Nagle 
   Jim Thompson 
April 29  Nancy Maggio 
April 30  Charlotte McAfee 
   Caryl Parenti  

Anniversaries 
April 1   Wayne & Beverly Stevens 
April 3   Alice & LeRoy Gunzelman 
April 6   Harry & Patricia McKiernan 
April 9   Joseph & Nancy Maggio 
April 18  Jeffrey & Lucinda Davis 

InTouch is produced by  

Lori Herpen, Administrative Assistant 

Deadline for the May Issue is 

 April 22, 2017 

Please submit articles, news and photos to:  

urcsomerville@optonline.net 
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B=Basement, FH=Fellowship Hall, S=Sanctuary, L=Lounge 
PDC=Puerta del Cielo, AA=Alcoholics Anonymous 
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United Reformed Church  
100 W. Main St. 
Somerville, NJ 08876 
 

 
 
 

Love All - Serve All 

SHIP Holiday Meals Program 
Easter Sunday, April 16th 

12:00 to 3:00 p.m. - Fellowship Hall 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Every year, the Samaritan Homeless Interim Program 
(SHIP) serves a free, traditional  holiday meal to    
anyone in need from the Somerset County region.  A 
homecooked Easter dinner will be served in United’s   
Fellowship Hall on Easter Sunday, April 16th from 
12:00 to 3:00 p.m. and meals can also be taken to go. 
To date, SHIP has served more than 11,000 holiday 
meals from United’s Fellowship Hall.  For more infor-
mation or to inquire about volunteering, please call 
SHIP at (908) 393-9545.   

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The Outreach Committee is collecting donations 
of pet food from now until Easter.  Items we are 
collecting include dry and canned cat food (no 
fish), dry and canned dog food, scoopable cat    
litter, treats and pet toys. All donations will      
benefit the Samaritan Homeless Interim Program 
(SHIP) to distribute on Easter Sunday.  St.         
Hubert’s Animal Welfare Center will also be onsite 
that day and pet owners can schedule                 
appointments for free veterinary services. You   
may drop off donations to the church office during 
the week or you may put them in the collection 
box in Fellowship Hall on Sundays.  Thank you for 
supporting our animal friends!     


