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United Reformed Church

#urcsomerville
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m.

Follow Us On Facebook!
facebook/urcsomerville

Outreach
Summer Project:
Shoes for Kids!
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“The Church on Main Street”
100 W. Main Street
Somerville, NJ 08876
Tel. (908) 725-4545
Fax: (908) 725-1950
Email: info@urcsomerville.org
www.urcsomerville.org

Rev. Paul G. Janssen

August 2018

At their last meeting, the URC Outreach Committee discussed
several summer projects that perhaps would be of interest to our
congregation and friends. Since many of our members and others
have been most generous in the support of our Christmas projects providing gifts to clients of HomeSharing Inc. and the Women's
Trauma Center at the VA Hospital - the committee decided that a
good summer project would be to provide children from needy
families with a new pair of shoes for the first day of school. Most
children would like to have something new for the first day of school
and one of the most wished for items is often a new pair of
shoes. After contacting several agencies, the Outreach Committee
decided that the best way to pursue this matter would be to collect
money and purchase gift cards from "Payless" shoe store. In this
way, the parent/guardian could take the child shopping to pick out
the shoes of their own liking in the right size.
We are asking folks to make a monetary donation to the church, so
that our Outreach Committee can then purchase the gift cards and
deliver them to the two agencies chosen to benefit from our efforts:
the Department of Child Protection and Permanency and Safe
and Sound Somerset.

Donations towards this project can be made by check
(preferred method), payable to United Reformed Church, with
"SHOES" written in the memo line, or you may donate online
by clicking the "DONATE" button on our website. Please be
sure to type "SHOES" in the appropriate space. If you would
like to make a cash donation while you are in church, please use an
envelope and write "SHOES" on the outside. Donations will be
collected from now until August 12th.
No amount is too small; whatever you can afford will be greatly
appreciated. Together, we can help make a child, who may otherwise
not have anything new to start school with, feel special and
confident.
Thank you for your support,
URC Outreach Committee

If you are interested but want to check out the
book, you can go to Amazon or Barnes and Noble
and “look inside” the book for a brief excerpt.

Parish the Thought
What direction is the church going?

In order to make a go of it, we should have at least
eight persons who commit to being present for the
bulk of the gatherings. If you’d like to commit to
the discussion, please sign up on the pastor’s door.

We continue the direction of our own congregation,
a direction of revitalization and getting our
confidence back. We’ve tried a few new approaches
here and there, and keep on plugging away at doing
the basic things that need to happen for us to fulfill
God’s call to us – to love and serve all in the name
of Jesus Christ.

Peace,
Rev. Paul G. Janssen
Pastor

But we are not isolated. URC is just one Christian
congregation of several in Somerville, and one of
around 350,000 nationwide. What direction is “the
CHURCH” going? And how do we interact with the
culture around us?
This fall and into 2019 we’ll be thinking about those
questions together, roughly every other week after
worship. We’ll base our conversations on a book
called “Future Faith,” by Wes Granberg-Michaelson,
the former General Secretary of the RCA. The book
delves into ten challenges that are reshaping
Christianity in the 21st century:
•

Revitalizing Withering Congregations

•

Embracing the Color of the Future

•

Seeing through Non-Western Eyes

•

Perceiving the World as Sacred

•

Affirming Spirit-Filled Communities

•

Rejecting the Heresy of Individualism

•

De-Americanizing the Gospel

•

Defeating Divisive Culture Wars

•

Belonging Before Believing

•

Saving This World

On Tuesday, August 7th, URC will participate in
National Night Out, alongside other local civic
groups, state and regional crime prevention
associations and our fellow neighbors.

The Somerville Police Department is sponsoring
the celebration, which will be held at Carol Pager
Park (Exchange Field on Green Street), from 6:00 to
9:00 p.m. Admission is free and it is a great family
event with displays, food vendors and fun activities.
URC’s Marketing Committee will host our
4th Annual “meet and greet” information table.
Parents can pick up information and register their
children for Sunday School, folks can enter their
name for a chance to win a free giveaway, and we’ll
also have some other fun giveaways and activities
for kids. The committee could use a few volunteer
members, so if you would like to help host the
table, please contact the church office.

All of these big trends in North American
Christianity affect us directly. Revitalization – that
one’s obvious. The Color of the Future – Central
Jersey is ethnically and racially diverse, as is our
congregation. Non-Western Eyes – Third Reformed
Church is a Hindu temple. And on it goes – every
chapter has direct bearing on the future of our
congregation.

We hope you will join us in getting to know our
neighbors, stand with us for a peaceful, crime-free
community and most importantly, help spread the
“love all, serve all” mission of our church family.

We’ll be meeting after worship in the Lounge (after
people have had a chance to pick up coffee) at
around 11:30, and will likely conclude between 12:15
and 12:30.

URC Marketing Committee
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Consistory Corner
During the summer we take a break from one of
our Consistory meetings. Our next meeting is
scheduled for Tuesday, August 14th at 7:15 p.m. in
the lounge. As always, the Consistory seeks to be
responsive to your concerns, so if you have any
questions for the Consistory, please communicate
them with John M. Colligas, our Vice-President, or
you are always welcome at my door.

New Members

Rev. Paul G. Janssen
Pastor

On Sunday, July 22nd, we welcomed two new
members into our family of faith during worship;
Hallie Berutich and Jenny Kinney.

Thank You Notes

Hallie Berutch was born in Ohio and grew up in
Virginia. She and her husband Justin have lived in
N.J. for 11 years. They bought their first house, here
in town, last year. Hallie is a registered dietitian
and school nutrition specialist. She and
Justin compete in long distance triathlons; in fact,
Justin proposed at the finish line of their first
Ironman! They were married in October 2016. They
have a new son, JP, who was born in March, and
whom we look forward to baptizing in September.

Dear URC Family,
We would like to thank our URC family for your
unwavering care and support throughout Chris's
illness and passing.
A special thank you to Pastor Paul for all his visits
and phone calls with Chris during his illness and
his continued support for our family.
The Parenti Family

Jenny Kinney grew up in Milford, N.J., in a family of
four. She and her family were active members of
the Milford Presbyterian Church for many years.
A graduate of Eckerd College in St. Petersburg, FL,
Jenny currently works for Bristol-Myers Squibb and
resides with her Fiancé, Neil Robinson, in
Hillsborough, NJ. Jenny and Neil have a passion for
basketball, music, gardening, baking/cooking, and
enjoy meeting new people and learning new trades.

Dear Rev. Janssen and members of the church,
I’d like to sincerely thank you for sponsoring my
award.
I am unendingly grateful for your
recognition, and this award motivates me to work
even harder and make the most of my education
next fall at Yale University, Sincerely, I thank you.

If you haven’t already, please be sure to introduce
yourself to our newest members.

Best,
Christine Ho
Scholarship Recipient
Third Reformed Church of Raritan Scholarship

Join Our Family!

Dear URC,
Just a happy note to say I am improving every day.
Thank you for all your kind thoughts, prayers,
cards and the beautiful flowers sent to me from
the church. I want you to know that I think of all
as my special family.
See you in church.

Have you been attending worship with us and
are interested in becoming a member?
We’ d love to have you as part of our family!
Please contact Pastor Janssen or call Lori in the
church office to schedule new
member classes.
All are welcome!

Love,
Carol Yarnell
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Fellowship Time
in the Works…

Second Annual
Hawaiian Shirt Sunday

Planning for our monthly activities is underway.
Returning in October will be the all time favorite,
BUNCO! Also returning this year is movie night,
the progressive dinner and a Sunday afternoon at
the Hunterdon Playhouse. We had some great
suggestions for new activities including my
favorite -cupcake decorating!

E Komo Mai - “All Are Welcome”

Our first activity of the year will be an outdoor
movie on Friday, September 21st. Mark your
calendars and look for details to come. This a great
time to catch up with friends, invite a neighbor or
an acquaintance who may enjoy a fun get-together.
Looking forward to fellowship time with our
church family. Hope to see you soon.

Hawaiian Shirt Sunday will take place on Sunday,
August 19th. All are welcome and encouraged to
wear a Hawaiian shirt to worship - wear your straw
hat and flip flops too if you’d like! Plan to stay
after for a Hawaiian-themed Fellowship Hour and
some luau tunes!

Save the Date!
November 18th

Dinner Club
Somerville is full of wonderful restaurants so URC is
starting a Dinner Club to experience the best our
town has to offer. The club will meet on the second
Wednesday of each month at 6:30 p.m. Everyone
will be responsible for their own meal, tax and
gratuity. Do have a favorite Somerville restaurant?
Please call or email the church with your
suggestion. If you would to attend but need a ride,
please contact me or the church office.
Beth Cassidy
Activities Coordinator

All are welcome to join us on Sunday, November
18th at The Hunterdon Hills Playhouse for dinner
and their annual Christmas show. “Christmas in
The Air” will feature all new original songs, classic
and traditional favorites, comedy sketches and
spectacular dance numbers, all performed by a cast
of multi-talented performers backed by a live onstage orchestra.

Women’s Book Club
The current book selection is “Leaving Time” by
Jodi Picoult. The next meeting will take place on
Wednesday, August 8th at 7:00 p.m., in the church
lounge. Diny Buchanan will be our host. For more
information about the Women’s Book Club, please
contact Nancy Maggio.

The cost is $72.00 per ticket, which includes show,
table served entrée, the popular dessert buffet,
coffee, tea, tax and gratuity.
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Food of the Month
For the month of August, the Food Bank would like
us to collect breakfast items such as hot and
cold cereals. All donations benefit the Food Bank
Network of Somerset County, which distributes
food every Saturday from Fellowship Hall to their
clients. You may bring donations with you on
Sundays and drop them off in the shopping cart
located in Fellowship Hall, or you may bring them
to the church office during the week.
Many thanks to everyone for bringing in items on a
regular basis, as we help provide groceries to our
neighbors in need.

CROP Hunger Walk
Sunday, October 21

Scouts
Court of Honor

For nearly half a century, Church World Services’
CROP Hunger Walks have ensured that more
people worldwide have access to nutritious,
sustainable food sources. From combating droughts
in Nicaragua; to providing agricultural training in
Indonesia; to stocking shelves in hundreds of food
pantries across the United States, CROP Hunger
Walks help end hunger by raising funds to support
local food programs and the international
anti-hunger work of Church World Services. URC
has been right there with CWS along the way, as we
have been the host of the Central Somerset Walk
for 44 years.
This year’s walk will take place on Sunday, October
21st at 1:30 p.m., with a pre-walk kick off beginning
at 12:30 p.m. In addition to supporting projects
around the world, twenty-five percent of the funds
we raise is split between The Food Bank Network of
Somerset County and the Samaritan Homeless
Interim Program (SHIP); two organizations that
URC has been faithfully supportive of for many
years.

On Monday, June 18th, Boy Scout Troop 83 held a
Court of Honor in Fellowship Hall to acknowledge
John Kavouras receiving the rank of Eagle Scout.
John M. Colligas, Vice-President of the URC
Consistory was in attendance to present the Grand
Lodge of New Jersey Eagle Scout Award of Merit, as
the Past Grand Master of Masons for the State of
New Jersey. We are very proud of Mr. Kavouras’
accomplishments.
URC and Troop 83 are
celebrating our 80th anniversary together, as the
church has been their charter sponsor since 1938.

You can take the first step right now by registering
as a walker and start raising funds, or sign up to
volunteer to be on the committee and help on walk
day. Even if you can’t walk, you can still raise funds
as a “spirit walker”. To register or to make a donation
visit:
https://www.crophungerwalk.org/
somervillenj
For more information, or to register to walk,
contact our walk coordinator, Mark Cannizzo at:
crophungerwalk.urc@gmail.com
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Sunday Servers For August
Date

Ushers

8/5

Carol Davis
Fran Wise

8/12

Gary Spratt
Clarence Brunner

8/19
8/26

Fellowship
Hour
Parish Life
Sundae Sunday

Altar Guild

Counters

Lay Reader

Alice Gunzelman

Tom Dibble
Diny Buchanan

Tom Dibble

Fran Wise
Lyn Van Gorder
Annette Janssen

Fran Wise

Bill Everett
Sandy Dibble

Beth Cassidy

Nancy Maggio
Lorraine Malonza

Open
Can you host?

Michelle Davis

Mark Cannizzo
Kathy Phillips

Nancy Maggio

Michelle Davis
Fran Wise

Alice Gunzelman
Barbara Schwarz

Mark Cannizzo

Jim Phillips
Fran Wise

Michelle Davis

Scripture Passages

Birthdays and
Anniversaries
Birthdays
Aug. 3
Aug. 7
Aug. 9
Aug.11
Aug. 13
Aug. 15
Aug. 16
Aug. 17
Aug. 18

August 5: Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
2 Samuel 11:26-12:13
Psalm 51:1-12
Exodus 16:2-4, 9-15
John 6:24-35
August 12: Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
2 Samuel 18:5-9
Psalm 130
Ephesians 4:1-6
John 6:35, 41-51
August 19: Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
1 Kings 2:10-12, 3:3-14
Psalm 34:1-8
Ephesians 4:25-5:2
John 6:51-58

Aug. 25
Aug. 26

August 26: Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
1 Kings 8:(1, 6, 10-11)
Psalm 84
Ephesians 6:10-20
John 6:56-69

Peter Stires, Jr.
Marge Rowell
Claire Rus, Kristy Cannizzo
Danielle Huntley
Geoffrey Osinski
Joe Nemes, Stacey Wijatyk
Beverly Colligas
Charley Huck
Bill Anderson
Alleda Radziewicz
Bets Coleman
Michelle Davis
Jamie Osinski
Stephen Osinski

Anniversaries

Aug. 22

Sue & Ed Elgard

This issue of InTouch is dedicated in memory of
Helen Cantlay
Give her of the fruit of her hands;
and let her own works praise her in the gates.
(from Proverbs 31)
InTouch is produced by
Lori Herpen, Administrative Assistant
Deadline for the August Issue is
August 20, 2018
Please submit articles, news and photos to:
admin@urcsomerville.org
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Registration Now Open
Classes begin September 9, 2018
9:00 to 9:50 a.m.
All kids age Pre-K through 8th Grade welcome!
Our program includes:
•
•
•
•

Stories from the Bible
The teachings of Jesus
Prayers & discussion
Activity time & community service projects
For more information visit:
urcsomerville.org/index.php/ministries/
sunday-school
or call 908-725-4545

United Reformed Church
100 W. Main St.
Somerville, NJ 08876

Love All - Serve All
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