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Peter Mayer, Stars & Promises  
A Junkman’s Christmas 
Friday, December 7th - 7:30 p.m. 

Doors open 6:30 p.m. 
Tickets $35, At the door: $45.   

To order tickets:  1-800-965-9324, or online:  
https://www.itickets.com/events/405263 

 

High School Holiday Choral Concert 
Friday, December 14th - 4:00 p.m. 

Admission is Free!  
Seating may be limited to the balcony 

 

Raritan Ringers Holiday Handbell Concert 
Saturday, December 15th - 7:30 p.m. 
General Admission $10 at the door. 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Monday, December 24: 8:00 p.m. 
Our traditional Christmas Eve service will include carols for singing 
(Silent Night Joy to the World, etc.), an inspirational message from 
Pastor Janssen, candle-lighting, singing “Silent Night” and “Joy to the 
World” to ready you for your Christmas Day celebrations.  
 

Monday, December 24:  11:00 p.m. 
Everyone is welcome to join us for a meditative  service, culminating 
in a gathering around the Lord’s Table for communion. We will sing 
traditional carols to lift our hearts to God, as we welcome the Christ 
child. 

Central Jersey  
Twelfth Night - Boar’s Head Festival 

Sunday, January 6, 2019 at 4:00 p.m.  
Rejoice in the Twelve Days of Christmas 

          Our FREE gift to the community, free-will offering is taken. 

https://www.crophungerwalk.org/somervillenj/Account/Register
https://www.itickets.com/events/405263
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Parish the Thought 
 

Every so often the muse decides to land on the 
shoulders (or wherever it is that muses land) of this 
writer, and it demands satisfaction. A poem (or 
more likely, a hymn of some sort) wants to come 
out, and I have learned over the years to pay         
attention to that muse. 

So, it was that in the past week or so she visited and 
not so politely requested my attention, and, as    
Advent advents its way into our lives this year, she 
drew this 4-stanza work out of my mind and onto 
the page. Perhaps it’s more prayer than anything:   

 

Jesus, bring us hope. 
Fan the flame of longing for the Day 
When the bud comes out in bloom 

And takes our breath away.  
 

Jesus, bring us peace. 
Thaw in us the chill of our distress 

‘til we nestle like an infant 
at his mother’s breast. 

 

Jesus, bring us joy. 
Stoke the embers of our childhood cheer. 

let our laughter limn the bounding 
of the white-tailed deer. 

 

Jesus, bring us love. 
Warm us in th’ embrace of your delight, 

as our fears fly off like sparks 
that dance into the night. 

 

Four verses: one for each week of Advent. The first 
line of each verse corresponds with the theme of 
the week. The second line reminds us of the candles 
we light each week (fan the flame, thaw, stoke    
embers, warm us). The third and fourth lines of 
each verse draw out an image that echoes that 
week’s theme. So, hope draws us to a brighter to-
morrow like a budding leaf on a tree tells us flowers 
are coming. Peace calms us like a nursing baby. Joy 
leaps like the helter-skelter of a deer’s tail. Love 
casts out fear until we see the fear no more. 
 
May hope, peace, love, and joy come to you this  
Advent season!  
 

Rev. Paul G. Janssen 
Pastor 

White Gift Sunday 

The outreach committee will 
sponsor our fourth annual 

White Gift Sunday, which will 
take place on Sunday,             

December 16th. Our Christmas 
gift drive will support clients of 

HomeSharing and the Women’s  
VA Trauma Unit at Lyons, NJ.  Beginning on       
Sunday, November 22nd, our “giving tree” will be 
decorated with tags that will have an item on it 
from a client’s wish list.  If you would like to donate 
a gift, please choose a tag, purchase the gift, and 
bring your gift with you to church on December 
16th, or you may drop them off in the church office 
before then.  We will bless the gifts during worship 
and say   prayers for the recipients.   
 

PLEASE NOTE: It is requested that the gifts be left 
unwrapped,  however, it is important that you 
tape the tag you chose to the gift. If you would 
like to donate boxes, gift bags or wrapping paper, 
those items will be greatly appreciated.   
 
 

Around the Classis... 

Peapack Reformed Church 
Women’s Christmas Service and Afternoon Tea 
Wednesday, December 5 at 2:00 p.m. A special    
service of music, prayers and readings to begin the 
holiday season with love, joy, hope and peace of 
Christmas. The church is located at: 224 Main 
Street, Gladstone, NJ.  For more information call 
(908) 234-2733. 

Christmas  
Poinsettias 

 
If you would like to participate in this    
special Christmas remembrance or         
celebration in honor of a loved one, please 
fill out the enclosed envelope with your 
donation (any amount) and return it to 
the church office by Monday, December 
17th. After our 8:00 p.m. Christmas Eve 
service, you may take a poinsettia to give 
to a member of our congregation who was 
unable to attend, relative or friend.   
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Sunday 
School News 

 
The Sunday School and 

Youth Group teamed up 
and assembled ten 

Thanksgiving baskets 
filled with baked goods, 

fruit and chocolate for 
our church members  

who either cannot attend worship regularly, or who 
may need a little cheering up. This is our way of 
showing how to spread the love of  Jesus and show 
our church family how much we care for them.  
 

 

Throughout Advent, the kids will be preparing for 
the birth of Jesus and on December 23rd, the youth 
will present the Christmas tableau.  Please come 
and witness the reason for the season.   
 

Sunday School will be on winter break from        
December 24th through the New Year with class 
resuming on January 13th.   
 

Linda Hayes  
Sunday School Coordinator 

 

Women’s Book Club 
The next gathering of the Women’s Book Club will 
take place on Wednesday, January 16th and will be 
hosted by Annette Janssen, at her home.  The     
current book selection is "Spool of Blue Thread", by 
Anne Tyler. For more information on the book 
club, please contact the church office.  

CROP Walk Total  
On Sunday, October 21st, United Reformed Church 
hosted our 44th annual CROP Hunger Walk       
benefiting Church World Services and our local 
charities the Samaritan Homeless Interim Program 
(SHIP) and the Somerset County Food Bank.       
Despite the chilly and windy weather, we had over 
35 walkers brave the cold, while walking three miles 
through Somerville. It was my pleasure to      coor-
dinate this event again on behalf of the URC       
Outreach Committee.  I want to thank our       
members who donated and I appreciate your     
continuous generous support. Team URC raised 
$1185; and in total we raised $4481.00 along with 
teams from other congregations.  

Twenty-five percent of the total raised is split      
between the Food Bank Network of Somerset   
County and the Samaritan Homeless Interim      
Program (SHIP). This year, each organization will 
receive $560.13.    

I especially want to thank those who helped        
coordinate this event; Lori Herpen who posted the 
event on social media and to the press, mailed    
invitations to local churches in the surrounding  
area, raised funds from local businesses and setup 
the bulletin board in Fellowship Hall; Jean Bucek, 
who volunteered to be our Treasurer and reconciled 
all the donations received and sent our report to 
Church World Services; Fran Wise and Connie 
Smith (FUMC) who worked the day of the event at 
the registration table, signing in the walkers and 
collecting donations; Pastor Paul for his support 
and leading the pack during the walk; and Steve 
Rus, who had all the walkers limber-up and stretch 
before we stepped out.  I couldn’t have done this 
without you all! I appreciate the hard work and 
dedication. Every year we learn a little more on how 
to get bigger and better and look forward to next 
year’s 45th anniversary of URC hosting the CROP 
Walk.  

Mark Cannizzo 
Walk Coordinator 

Join Our Family! 

 

Have you been attending worship with us and 
are interested in becoming a member?                       

We’ d love to have you as part of our family!  
Please contact Pastor Janssen or call Lori in the 

church office to schedule new  
member classes. 

All are welcome! 



Calling all Cast 
Twelfh Night - Boar’s Head  

Festival is Almost Here! 
 

The Twelfth Night 
Boar's Head Festival is 
fast approaching. The 
committee has been 
working hard           
preparing new props 
and costumes, and we 
still have plenty of 
roles to fill.  If you 
have participated in 
this festival before and 
would like to continue, please respond to Linda 
Hayes by email at: bearwuff@optonline.net.   
 

If you have been thinking about participating and 
haven't yet, then this is your time! We would love 
to have you join the cast.  Please spread the word to 
family and friends, all are welcome to participate. 
 

Throughout December, costume fittings will take 
place and you will receive an email with dates for 
when to come and try on a costume.  Fundraising 
for this festival is still ongoing and there is plenty of 
time to send in your donation.  If you want be a 
part of this special production but don't want to get 
into costume, you can be a part of the crew and 
help with handing out costumes, preparing food or    
assembling programs.  Please just let us know if you 
are interested. 
 

Linda Hayes and Larry Carey 
Festival Co-Chairs 

 

Food of the Month 

For the month of December, the Food Bank would 
like us to collect items for served for a               
traditional holiday meal (stuffing, canned    
vegetables, etc.). All donations benefit the Food 
Bank Network of Somerset County, which           
distributes food every Saturday from Fellowship 
Hall to their clients.  Donations can be dropped off 
on Sundays in the shopping cart located in Fellow-
ship Hall, or you may bring them to the church 
office during the week. Many thanks to everyone 
for bringing in items on a regular basis, as we help  
provide groceries to our neighbors in need.   

Consistory Corner 

At the time of printing this edition of InTouch, the 
November meeting of the consistory had not yet 
taken place.  A report of actions taken at the       
November 27th meeting will be published in the 
January edition of InTouch. 
 

As the year draws to a close, a gentle reminder that 
we hope for a strong December in terms of          
giving. The last Sunday of the year is December 30, 
and we would like to close the books for 2018, as 
soon as possible after the new year. In order to have 
your donations credited on your 2018 Statement of 
Giving, we request that we receive your offerings  
by Friday, December 28th. Gifts received on the 
30th will still be credited to 2018. 

If you intend to make a commitment to giving in 
2019 (a pledge), please remember to send in your 
pledge soon, so that we can continue the process of 
developing a reasonable set of financial                
expectations for 2019. Thank you for your            
continuing support! 

Rev. Paul G. Janssen 
President 

 

  

Christmas in the Air 
Review 

 

The Hunterdon Hill Playhouse put on an            
outstanding Christmas show.  It included a little bit 
of everything –there were the classic Christmas 
songs such as; Have Yourself a Merry Little     
Christmas and Chestnuts Roasting on an Open Fire. 
and new songs such as: Don’t Fall in Love with an 
Elf .  There was a comedy skit based on a Christmas 
Carol and a Give-Away game show called “L or     
No el” based on “Deal or No Deal”. There was  
dancing and even a tap number to Let it Snow.  The 
Live band was excellent and the last few songs were 
based around the Nativity including a upbeat     
version of Joy to the World.   
 

The meal was just as good.  Generous portion of 
prime rib, salmon or a turkey dinner were all  
choices for the evening.  The dessert buffet was 
wonderful as usual.  A special thank you to Carol 
Lane for organizing this event for our church     
family.  

Beth Cassidy 
Activities Coordinator 
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Dinner Club 
 
Boulevard Seafood did not disappoint. Our 
group of 15 (pictured to the right) enjoyed  
wonderful meals including scallops, mussels, 
paella and  crab cakes just to  mention a few.  
We shared stories about the neighborhood and 
talked about the opening of the new Village 
Brewery.  It was a wonderful evening spent 
with friends; old and new. 
 

Lori Herpen will host December’s Dinner   
Club and has selected a downtown Somerville      
Favorite, Savor.  Please see the full details     
below.  Savor is an  Italian and American      
cuisine restaurant.  It has been voted the #1 
BYOB restaurant in Somerville.  Everyone will 
be responsible for his or her   own meal, tax 
and gratuity.  Please call or  email the church 
by Monday, December 10th, so that we can call 
ahead to reserve a table. Do you have a favorite 
local restaurant? If you would like to host and  
select the next restaurant for our January Dinner 
Club, please contact me.    
 

Beth Cassidy 
Activities Coordinator  

 
 

 
 
 
Meeting at :   Savor Restaurant 
Location:  18 W. Main St., Somerville, NJ  
Date:       December 12 at 6:30 p.m. 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Thanks 

On Sunday, November 18th, United hosted 
a special Appreciation Brunch to show its 
gratitude to the many members and friends 
of United who give freely of their time and 
talents to the church and to our outreach 
efforts in the community.  A light brunch 
was enjoyed by 45 guests.  Grateful thanks 
to Carol Lane, Lyn VanGorder, Fran Wise, 
Sarah Nemeth, Robert Goldsworthy, Carol 
Davis, Michelle Davis, Kathy Phillips,    
Charley Huck, Ann Wild, Pastor Janssen,  
and Lori Herpen.  

Jane Huck, Chair 
Parish Life Committee 

Gingerbread Houses 
and  

Christmas Cookies 
 

The Christmas season is upon us, so let’s make some 
new Christmas memories together. On Sunday,   
December 9th, following fellowship hour we will be 
decorating Gingerbread houses. To speed up the 
fun, the houses will be assembled for you, so all you 
have to do is decorate. For all of the bakers out 
there, dust off your recipe books and bring out some 
of your    family favorites.  We will also be having a 
cookie     exchange.  Bake and bring in at least 2 doz-
en cookies to share and bring home a variety of 
cookies to enjoy.  You can participate in one or both 
of the days activities. Bring a friend.  Please call 
ahead so the houses can be purchased and            
assembled for you. Below are all of the important 
details.   

Sunday, December 9th at 11:30 a.m. 
 

Gingerbread House 
RSVP to the church office by Mon., December 3rd 

Cost: $10 per house 
 

Cookie Exchange 
RSVP to the church office by Wed., December 5th 

Bake 2 dozen cookies to exchange,  
bring home 2 dozen to enjoy.  
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Scripture Passages 
 

 
Bible Study - Perspectives on Healing 
Tuesday, December 4 at 7:00 p.m. in the church 
lounge.   

 

Dec. 2:  First Sunday of Advent (HOPE) 
Jeremiah 33:14-16  Psalm 25:1-10 
Thessalonians 3:9-13  Luke 21:25-36 
 
Dec. 9:  Second Sunday of Advent (JOY) 
Malachi 3:1-4   Luke 1:68-79 
Philippians 1:3-11  Luke 3:1-6 
 

Dec. 16:  Third Sunday of Advent (PEACE) 
Zephaniah 3:14-20  Isaiah 12:2-6 
Phillipians 4:4-7  Luke 3:7-8 
 

Dec. 23: Fourth Sunday of Advent (LOVE) 
Micah 5:2-5   Psalm 80:1-7 
Hebrews 10:5-10  Luke 1:39-45 (46-55) 
 

Dec. 24:  Christmas Eve  
Isaiah 9:2-7   Psalm 96 
Titus 2:11-14   Luke 2:1-14 
 

Dec. 30:  First Sunday After Christmas 
1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26  Psalm 148 
Colossians 3:12-17  Luke 2:41-52 
 

 

 

Date Ushers Fellowship 
Hour 

Altar Guild Counters Lay Reader 

12/2 Heather Stires 
Emily Hayes 

Parish Life 
Sundae Sunday 

Alice Gunzelman Sandy Dibble 
Michelle Lane 

Steve Rus 

12/9 Craig & Amy  
Stires 

Fran Wise  
Lyn Van Gorder 
Annette Janssen 

Mark Cannizzo Kathy Phillips 
Michelle Lane 

Tom Hayes 

12/16 Jim & Kathy  
Phillips 

Open  
Can you host? 

Fran Wise Bev Colligas 
Michelle Lane 

Gary Spratt 

12/23 Bill & Ellen  
Everett 

Alice Gunzelman  
Barbara Schwarz 

Michelle Davis Fran Wise 
Michelle Lane 

Sandy Dibble 

12/24 Michelle Davis 
Sandy Dibble 
Jocelyn Hayes 
Heather Stires 

No  
Fellowship Hour 

Michelle Davis Michelle Lane See Pastor 
Janssen if you 
would like to 
be a reader 

12/30 Charles & Carol  
Lane 

Open  
Can you host? 

Sandy Dibble Tom Dibble  
Mary Ann Ferrante 

Nancy Maggio 

     Sunday Servers For December 

Birthdays and 
 Anniversaries 

 

Birthdays 

Dec. 8   Steve Rus 
Dec. 10   Mildred Moore 
Dec. 13   Catherine Gunzelman 
Dec. 17   Christine Yohn 
Dec. 19   Della Nemes 
Dec. 20   Pat McKiernan 
Dec. 22   Sarah Nemeth 
Dec. 25   Carol Davis 
Dec. 29   Andrew Maggio  
 

Anniversaries 

Dec. 19  Howard & Cynthia Wagner 

 
 
 

InTouch is produced by  
Lori Herpen, Administrative Assistant 

Deadline for the January Issue is 
December 21, 2018 

Please submit articles, news and photos to:  
admin@urcsomerville.org 
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United Reformed Church  
100 W. Main St. 
Somerville, NJ 08876 
 

 
 
 

Love All - Serve All 

Donate to 
Our  

Holiday  
Boutique 

 
If you have extra Christmas cards, 2019 calendars, 
holiday stickers, wrapping paper, gift bags, 
Christmas decorations, etc. and you do not plan to 
use them this year, please donate them for our     
Holiday Boutique.  Our Parish Life Committee has 
scheduled two Holiday Boutiques for the folks who 
come to SHIP’s Galley II Soup Kitchen at URC on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays.   
 
Two years ago, our first boutique was a BIG hit with 
our friends who attend the galleys.  Won’t you help 
to make this year’s Holiday Boutique another        
success?  Donations can be left in the office until 
Sunday, December 9th! Volunteers are needed to 
help organize and set up the boutique, which will 
begin on Thursday, December 13th.  If you would like 
to help with organizing the cards and donations, we 
will begin sorting on Wednesday, December 5th at 
1:00 p.m. in the lounge.  Feel free to call/email the 
church office or see Jane Huck for more details.   
   

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Healing Ritual  
 

Sunday, December 9th  
10:00 a.m.  

During worship, anyone in need of physical, 
mental or spiritual healing is welcome to 

come forward for a brief prayer and blessing 
from the church elders.  

SHIP Holiday  
Meal Program 

Christmas Dinner 
Anyone in need of a free, traditional     

holiday meal is along with warm           
hospitality and fellowship, is welcome to 

SHIP’s Christmas Dinner on                 
Tuesday, December 25th  

from  12:00 noon to 3:00 p.m. in   
Fellowship Hall.   

Dinners can also be taken to go.   


