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United Reformed Church
“The Church on Main Street”
100 W. Main Street
Somerville, NJ 08876
Tel. (908) 725-4545
Fax: (908) 725-1950
Email: urcsomerville@optonline.net
www.urcsomervillenj.org

#urcsomerville
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m.
Rev. Paul G. Janssen
Follow Us On Facebook!
facebook/urcsomerville

An old and cherished tradition, White Gift Sunday celebrates the
stewardship of God’s love and giving. We collect gifts for those who
may be suffering or those in need and say blessings for the recipients
during worship. This year’s White Gift Sunday will take place on
December 11th. Please consider participating in this special
Christmas outreach mission.
White Gift Sunday dates back to 1904 in Ohio. The wife of a
Methodist minister and her two daughters came up with the idea of
giving gifts wrapped in white paper at Christmas time to people in
need. The gifts were wrapped in all white so that they would remain
anonymous. In Chinese tradition, people gave their king a gift
wrapped in plain white paper, so that every gift would look the same.
The people gave the king what they were able to give and the king
welcomed them all.
Last year, our gift drive was extremely successful. It was wonderful to
see so many of our members support clients from HomeSharing and
the Women’s VA Trauma Unit in Lyons, NJ. The Outreach
committee has chosen these two organizations again, to lift up our
hearts to this Christmas!
HomeSharing, Inc. prevents homelessness by matching residents who
need to share their homes or apartments in order to maintain them,
with individuals searching for affordable housing in the community.
The women’s VA Unit is a 10-bed facility that provides transitional
housing, group and individual therapy to women veterans suffering
from Post Traumatic Stress Disorder.
If you would like to purchase a gift and support a client from either
one of these organizations, please choose a tag from our Giving Tree,
located outside of the church office. Each tag has an item on it from a
client’s wish list. Please DO NOT wrap the gifts or use gift bags, as
per the guidelines set by the organizations. All gifts should be
received by Sunday, December 11th, so that we may say blessings for
the recipients before they are delivered. Gifts can be dropped off in
the church office.
On behalf of the Outreach Committee, thank you for your kindness,
support and generosity. Merry Christmas!
Lori Herpen
Administrative Assistant

tional, but the first will be a Lessons and Carols service. The second will be a bit quieter, and will conclude with Communion. We can’t promise a snowy
white Christmas, but we can offer you – and your
friends – the joy that comes from knowing that the
light of God still shines in our darkness.

Parish the Thought
Is it just me, or does the schedule of Thanksgiving
and Christmas have you a little discombobulated
this year, too? Thanksgiving could come a wee bit
earlier (it’s on the fourth Thursday of November),
but Christmas on a Sunday….. Well, that just means
that Advent starts on November 27, and the fourth
Sunday of Advent is as early as it can possibly be –
December 18! Ah well, to quote the nearly universal
response of an athlete to an interviewer, “it is what
it is.”

Peace
Rev. Paul G. Janssen
Pastor

Christmas Eve Worship

But why do we celebrate Christmas on December 25
in the first place? Nobody has ever discovered
Mary’s diary, so perhaps we’ll never know the exact
date, this side of eternity. Two stories give us a hint
of why we celebrate Christmas on December 25.

Saturday, December 24
8:00 p.m.
Our traditional Christmas Eve service will include
carols for singing, an inspirational message from
Pastor Janssen and candle-lighting, “Silent Night”
and “Joy to the World”, to ready you for Christmas
Day celebrations.

First, it’s said that the angel Gabriel announced to
Mary that she was going to have a baby on March
25. You do the math. March 25 + 9 months = December 25. Pretty straightforward.

11:00 p.m.
Everyone is welcome to join us for a meditative
service, culminating in a gathering around the
Lord’s Table. We will sing traditional carols to lift
our hearts to God as we welcome the Christ child.

The other version is that Christians took over and
“baptized” the Roman festival Saturnalia, which
took place between December 17 and 23. Another
celebration, “Dies Natalis Solis Invicti,” or the
“Birthday of the Unconquered Sun” took place on
December 25, which was also the birthday of the
pagan sun god Mithra. Based on these ancient Romans, some scholars say it is a logical leap to say
that Christians celebrated the risen (hence, unconquered) SON of God on the 25th of December.

Christmas Day Worship
Sunday, December 25: 10:00 a.m.
After you’ve finished opening the presents, there’s
still plenty of time to come to worship for an hour
of singing carols and hearing a special story that
portrays the wonder and majesty of God’s Son being
born in a manger. Celebrate “the reason for the
season!”

In the long run, does it matter that much? One of
the hallmarks of the Reformed tradition is that we
don’t get too bogged down in such details. What
matters is that we remember how God took on flesh
and so blessed the material world and experienced
the fullness of humanity for a time, so that we in
turn might live in the fullness of God’s presence for
eternity.

Christmas
Poinsettias
If you would like to participate
in this special Christmas remembrance or
celebration in honor of a loved one, please
fill out the enclosed envelope with your
donation (any amount) and return it to
the church office by Monday, December
19th. After our 8:00 p.m. Christmas Eve
service, you may take a poinsettia to give
to a relative, friend or church member.

Unless we really want to adopt the early Puritan
practice (the puritans were adherents of the reformed version of Christianity), which banned celebration and gift giving and spurned jollity and merriment almost completely, we’re better off with a
version of Christmas that graces the spirit deeply,
and emerges full-throated from our souls with a
hearty “Joy to the World, the Lord is come!”
Join us this year as we celebrate God’s gift. Our
Christmas Eve services will take place on December
24 at 8:00 and 11:00 p.m. Both services will be tradi2

Sunday School
News

CROP Walk 2016
Welcomed
Assemblyman Ciattarelli

Just before Thanksgiving,
the kids assembled 10
Thanksgiving baskets full
of baked goods, fruit and
candies.
The baskets
were for members of our
church who either cannot attend worship regularly
or who needed a little cheering up to spread the
love of Jesus and to show how much their church
family cares about them. The youth will be
preparing for Jesus' birth this advent season
through various lessons and will display their
rendition of the Christmas Tableau the Sunday
before Christmas. Please come and witness the
reason for the season! Sunday school will be on
winter break from December 25th through the New
Year. Class will resume on January 8th.

On Sunday, October 30th, United was host to the
43rd annual Central Somerset CROP Hunger Walk,
which raised $2,470 for hunger programs abroad as
well as right here in Somerset County. Special
guest, Assemblyman Jack M. Ciattarelli stopped by
to give a motivational speech during the pre-walk
kick off and our local Starbucks (across the street
from the church) graciously donated coffee and
donuts for our walkers. Many thanks to all who
participated and contributed.

Linda Hayes
Sunday School Coordinator

The Outreach Committee is looking for volunteers
to help plan next year’s walk, as we would like to
reach out to more congregations. If you are willing
to help with some planning and outreach work, so
that we can keep this long tradition in the hearts of
new generations, please contact our walk
coordinator, Mark Cannizzo.

Women’s Book Club
The Women's Book Club is on "holiday" this month.
We are planning our next meeting on Wednesday,
January 18, 2017 at 7:30 p.m. Michelle Davis will
host. The book selection is pending and all details
will be announced soon in the Sunday bulletins. We
are looking forward to a vibrant discussion and
exchange of ideas. If you are an avid book lover, a
best seller fan or an occasional reader, you may find
the book club and the friendship it offers
worthwhile. Consider joining in. Contact Annette
Janssen for more details.

URC Bake Sale
The youth group hosted a Halloween Bake Sale to
scare up some money that will be used to benefit
others. Thank you to all the bakers who made a
"spooktacular" array of delicious treats. The
generosity (and appetite) of everyone attending
coffee hour helped the youth group raise $210 that
will be donated to the Red Cross for the flood
victims of several southern states. Thank you to
everyone who bought or donated money that will
allow us to "love all, serve all".
Amy Stires
Youth Group Coordinator
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News From the
Consistory

SHIP Holiday Meal
Program

The last meeting of the
consistory took place on
Tuesday, November 22nd.
Below is a recap of the meeting.


Anyone in need of a free, traditional holiday
meal is welcome to SHIP’s Christmas Dinner,
which is served on Christmas day,
noon to 3:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.

We talked over the most current draft of a fiveyear strategic plan, and agreed to have a
meeting devoted entirely to the plan on
Tuesday, November 29th. We are hoping to
have a series of home-based Cottage Meetings
to discuss the proposed plan between then and
December 18th. Please be on the lookout for an
invitation!



It looks like we are on target for finding new
Consistory members to continue the excellent
service we have received from Bill Everett and
Chris Parenti.



A fundraising drive for new hymnbooks will be
scheduled for mid-January, 2017.



We approved the purchase of a dolly for the
pulpit, so that we can move it safely the few
times a year that we need to.



We noted with thanks the fact that Paul Dickey
has purchased a higher quality piano, and is
willing to lend it to the church.



The Outreach Committee is looking for a
volunteer (up to three) who would be willing to
be trained to lead our congregation in “low
cost, high commitment local mission work” in
2017. The basic commitment is to attend
meetings which will be held at North Branch
Reformed Church on the first Tuesday of every
other month in 2017. If you are interested in
volunteering, please contact John Colligas,
Chair of the Outreach Committee.

Yabel Graduates!

Congratulations to Yabel, who is officially a See-Eye
dog! Yabel met his new partner, a 68-year old
active woman on October 26th and spent the first
month working with her in Morristown. Yabel’s
new “mom” is retired and is currently the caregiver
of elderly parents. They reside in Pennsylvania
where she has adult children who are looking
forward to meeting him. She often volunteers with
young children, so Yabel will be around kids of all
ages and the elderly; another one of his talents. It
takes a special dog to adapt and be gentle with all
age groups. Yabel is already loved by his new
match. He has been very attentive and obedient
and will be a huge help as they travel around
Pennsylvania.

2017 Stewardship Reminder
Have you pledged for all things United? Being a
steward of United Reformed Church ensures that
all the things we cherish about our church will
continue to grow and serve others, just as members
before us did. We would like to receive all pledges
for 2017 by December 11th. Pledges can be mailed in
or you may pick up a pledge card in the office.
Thank you for your stewardship and for all of your
contributions to United.

Congratulations also to John and Michelle Lane and
their family for raising a successful Seeing Eye dog.
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The next meeting of the Twelfth Night Committee
will take place on Sunday, December 4th at 11:30
p.m. in the lounge. If you are a committee member,
please plan on attending to discuss preparations
during the month of December.

Lift Up the Wassail!
Twelfth Night—Boar’s Head
Festival is Coming!

Thank You in Advance!
Twelfth Night Committee

Mission Update
Dick & Carolyn Otterness
United has supported Missionaries Dick and
Carolyn Otterness working with the Roma people
in Hungary for many years. The following is a
recent update on their work.
Put it on your calendars!
Twelfth Night - Boar’s Head Festival
Sunday, January 8, 2017 at 4:00 p.m.



We are excited for this year's performance, and
need your help to make it a success. There are
several ways to participate. You can be in the
performance, volunteer to help on different
sub-committee (including set-up and clean-up), or
provide some desserts for the reception following
the performance. We need cookies, brownies,
breads, cheese and crackers, fruit, bottled water,
juice, anything you can think of to add to the
reception. Please consider helping out in this
capacity. See Nancy Maggio or Michelle Davis if you
can volunteer. Thank you for making this year's
performance a big success! This show is magical
and cannot happen without all of our volunteers.





During the month of December, we will be focusing
on costume fittings and role assignments. Thank
you to all that are returning participants, however,
we are still in need of a few more participants to
fulfill all of our roles. We will begin costumes
fittings this month. There are two scheduled
fittings which will be on Sunday, December 11th
after worship, until 12:30 p.m., and Thursday,
December 5th at 7:00 p.m., in the basement by the
costume room.
If you are interested in participating in this year's
performance, please reach out to Linda Hayes for a
role assignment. If you cannot make the two
scheduled costume fittings, please reach out to
Linda Hayes at bearwuff@optonline.net or
908-392-8972 to schedule another time for fittings.

In the late summer the Roma Mission Team of
the Reformed Church in Hungary (RCH) held
its first-ever summer camp for kids. The camp
brought together about 70 Roma kids ages 10-14,
from all across Hungary. Many came from
orphanages or foster homes. Most had not met
one another before this gathering.
In October, 130 Roma from across Hungary
gathered for a weekend at a Reformed conference center around the theme, “Gospel and
Culture. “Roma” are not a homogenous group.
We’ve seen firsthand how even within a
Christian gathering, one group of Roma can
question whether others are “genuine Roma”
too. In contrast, the gathering of Roma folk for
a weekend of worship, formal presentations,
small group work, and recreation was a tangible
expression of the unity spoken of in Psalm 133:1.
This fall and early winter, Dick and Carolyn will
take several trips just across the border to Roma
settlements in Ukraine. The relationship
between Roma Christians, their communities
and leaders, and institutional structures is
extremely complicated and is sorely in need of
amelioration. They ask of your prayers for this.
Carolyn will probably be participating in a
workshop of “Healing the Wounds of Ethnic
Conflict” in Ukraine. Ukraine continues to be
torn apart by war, corruption, and insufficient
social safety nets for the most vulnerable
people. Pray for the people in Ukraine.

We wish Dick and Carolyn grace and peace in their
work with the Roma people! To learn more visit;
https://www.rca.org/dick-carolyn-otterness
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Sunday Servers For December
Date

Ushers

12/4

Charlie
Lane

12/11

&

Fellowship Hour
Carol

Altar Guild

Counters

Lay Reader

Parish Life
Sundae Sunday

Toni Moore

Ruth Reader
Michelle Lane

John Colligas

Len & Charlotte
Marcinkowski

Men’s Fellowship
Group

Wanda
Goldsworthy

Kathy Phillips
Michelle Lane

Sandy Dibble

12/18

Toni Moore
Barbara Schwarz

OPEN Can you
host?

Sandy Dibble

James Phillips
Michelle Lane

Michelle Davis

12/24

Michelle Davis
Caitlin Barry

No
Hour

Fellowship

Fran Wise

Michelle Lane

Sign Up with
Pastor Janssen

12/25

Kelly & Jackie
Barry, Emily Hayes

No
Hour

Fellowship

Michelle Davis

Sue Elgard
Michelle Lane

Nancy Maggio

Scripture Passages

Birthdays and
Anniversaries

Dec 4: Second Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 11: 1-10
Psalm 72:1-7
Romans 15:4-13
Matthew 3:1-12

Birthdays
Dec. 8
Dec. 10
Dec. 13
Dec. 17
Dec. 19
Dec. 20
Dec. 22
Dec. 25
Dec. 29
Dec. 31

Dec. 11: Third Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 35:1-10
Psalm
Luke 1:46b-55
James 5:7-10
Dec. 18: Fourth Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 7:10-16
Psalm 80:1-7
Romans 1:1-7
Matthew 1:18-25
Dec. 25: Christmas: Nativity of the Lord
Isaiah 62:6-12
Psalm 97
Titus 3:4-7
Luke 2(1-7), 8-20

Steve Rus
Mildred Moore
Catherine Gunzelman
Christine Yohn
Della Nemes
Pat McKiernan
Sarah Nemeth
Carol Davis
Andrew Maggio
Mike Crisci

Anniversaries
Dec. 19
Howard & Cynthia Wagner

Food of the Month
For the month of December the Food Bank would
like us to collect foods served during traditional
holiday meals such as potatoes, stuffing, canned
vegetables, gravy, etc. You may put donations
in the shopping cart in Fellowship Hall or you
may place them in the basket in the office. All
donations help to stock the shelves of the Food
Bank Network of Somerset County, which
distributes food to those in need every Saturday
in Fellowship Hall.

InTouch is produced by
Lori Herpen, Administrative Assistant
Deadline for the January Issue is
December 22, 2016
Please submit articles, news and photos to:
urcsomerville@optonline.net
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B=Basement, FH=Fellowship Hall, S=Sanctuary, L=Lounge
PDC=Puerta del Cielo, AA=Alcoholics Anonymous
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Central Jersey
Twelfth Night - Boar’s Head
Festival

High School Holiday Choral Concert
Friday, December 2nd - 4:00 p.m.
Free!

Sunday, January 8th - 4:00 p.m.

Peter Mayer, Stars & Promises
Wings of Angels
Friday, December 9th - doors open 6:30 p.m.
Tickets $30 available at;
https://www.itickets.com/events/356355

Freewill offering is taken

Come Celebrate Elizabethan-Style!

1-800-965-9324

Rutgers Prep Choir Holiday Concert
Wednesday, December 14th - 7:00 p.m.
Free!
Raritan Ringers Holiday Handbell Concert
Sunday, December 18th - 4:00 p.m.
$10.00 general admission at the door

United Reformed Church
100 W. Main St.
Somerville, NJ 08876

Love All - Serve All
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