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On Sunday, February 3rd, URC will hold it’s 
annual “Souper Bowl” during Fellowship 
Hour.  All are welcome to bring cans of soup 
and place them on our playing field on the 
side of team you want to win; New England 
Patriots or Los Angeles Rams. The team with 
the most cans of soup will be our “Souper 
Bowl” winner! All soup donations will be  
given to the Food Bank Network of Somerset 
County.   

 

 VS. 
 
 
 
 
 

According to the USDA, 135 billion chicken 
wings are consumed on Super Bowl Sunday.  
Whether you’re a fan of the left wing or the 
right wing, there’s no debate Super Bowl 
Sunday is a time that Americans indulge. 
Please remember those less fortunate and 
let’s make this one of the highest scoring 
“Souper” Bowls in URC history! 

https://www.crophungerwalk.org/somervillenj/Account/Register
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Parish the Thought 

 

By now some of you will have heard that a          
long-time partner in ministry, the Food Bank     
Network of Somerset County, has decided to move 
its operations to another church in town (Shiloh    
Pentecostal Church, at the corner of Green and 
Davenport). I haven’t been able to learn exactly how 
long the Food Bank had been here, but I’m assured 
that it’s been a good long while. I’m disappointed 
that their board made that decision, not only      
because it lessens the impact that United can have 
in our community, but more so because it will 
mean that clients of the Food Bank will have to 
travel or walk a greater distance to receive the food 
they need. We had offered another year’s Building 
Use Application to them, but they informed us of 
their decision to decline after they had already    
secured another place from which to operate. 

So a change has come to pass. I’ve learned over the 
years that in the church, as in the outside world, 
nothing stands still. As the old song says,         
sometimes we have to ‘pick ourselves up, dust    
ourselves off, and start all over again.’ 

We will continue to support the mission of the food 
bank, and maintain our regular food drives. I       
encourage you to keep bringing in donations of 
food items to help feed our neighbors in need.   

W will be looking for ways to continue to serve our      
community by means of facility sharing. We         
welcome suggestions and ideas from the             
congregation. We want to keep loving all and     
serving all in the name of Jesus Christ to the     
greatest extent God gives us the ability. Who knows 
where God will lead us next? Pray for your         
Outreach Committee, and for the Consistory, as we 
discern where the Spirit is calling us to serve next! 

Rev. Paul G. Janssen 
Pastor 

 

Thomas G. Dibble 
 

Tom Dibble, a longtime and current member of 
URC passed away on Friday, December 21, 2018.  A 
celebration of Tom’s life will take place in the    
sanctuary on  Saturday, February 2nd at 2:00 p.m. A 
repast with light refreshments will take place      
afterwards in Fellowship Hall.  

 

 
 
 

Congratulations!  
Congratulations to Andrew and Julianne Maggio on 
their marriage, which took place on Saturday,     
January 12, 2019.   

 

Scout Sunday  
 

Boy Scout Troop 83 will attend Sunday worship on 
February 1oth to commemorate Scout Sunday.  The 
Scouts will participate in an opening flag  ceremony 
and in readings during the service.     
 
Please note that the troop has decided not hold the 
Lenten Fish Fry dinner this year.   

 
Ash Wednesday  

March 6, 2019 

 
 

 
 
We will begin the Lenten season with a potluck 
supper, followed by an informal service including 
the imposition of ashes. If you’d like to attend the 
supper, please bring a salad or main dish to share.  
Our Parish Life Committee will supply beverages, 
dinner rolls and desserts.  RSVP to the church office 
by Monday, March 4th and let us know what you 
will be bringing, so that we may plan accordingly.   
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Sunday School News 
Toiletry Drive 

Now thru February 17 
 

 
 
 
 
The Sunday School and Youth Group are collecting 
toiletry items now through February 17th. We will 
then assemble hygiene kits for the those in need 
within our community.   

 
This year our goal is to 

assemble 50 kits for      
clients of the Samaritan 

Homeless Interim       
Program (SHIP).   

Items needed are:  
new toothbrushes,  

toothpaste, deodorant, 
soap, shampoo,  

conditioner, floss,  
feminine products,  

hairbrushes, combs, etc.  
 

Items can be dropped off on Sunday mornings in 
Fellowship Hall or during the week in the office in 
the toiletries collection box.  The kids are learning 
about how to spread God's light out into the world 
by being followers of Jesus. This service project is 
perfect to "love all and serve all."   

 
Linda Hayes  

Sunday School Coordinator 

 

Women’s Book Club 
 

 

 

 

The next meeting of the Women’s Book Club will 
take place on Wednesday, February 27th, at 7:00 
pm, at the home of Carol Lane.  The current book  
selection is "The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel 
Society" by Mary Ann Shaffer and Annie Barrows. If 
you would like more information about the book 
club, please call the church office.   

 

Food of the Month 

For the month of February, we will continue to    
collect canned soup. All donations benefit the 
Food Bank Network of Somerset County.             
Donations can be dropped off on Sundays in the 
shopping cart  located in Fellowship Hall or you 
may bring them to the church office during the 
week. Many thanks to everyone for bringing in 
items on a regular basis, as we help provide         
groceries to our neighbors in need.   

February Dinner Club 
 
Everyone knows Central Pizzeria, but have you ever 
looked beyond the pizza menu?  The menu is 
HUGE and includes a bit of everything for           
everyone.  Salads, burgers, veal, seafood, chicken 
and of course pizza. Come and join your church 
family for our February Dinner Club.  Below are the 
detials.   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Meeting at:  Central Pizzeria and Restaurant 
Located at:  126 West Main Street, Somerville 
Date:   February 13, at 6:30 pm  
  
Everyone will be responsible for his or her own 
meal, tax and gratuity. RSVP to the church by  
Monday, February 11th so we can call ahead to     
reserve a table.   If you would to attend but need a 
ride, please contact Beth Cassidy or the church 
office.   If you would like to host and select the next 
restaurant for our Dinner Club, contact Beth      
Cassidy.   
 

  

Join Our Family! 

Have you been attending worship  
with us and are interested in  

becoming a member?  
We’ d love to have you as  

part of our family!  
Please contact Pastor Janssen or  
call Lori in the church office to  
schedule new member classes. 



Another Spectacular Evening 
in the Manor 

On Sunday, January 6th, United Reformed Church 
hosted the ninth annual Central Jersey Twelfth 
Night Boar's Head Festival.  The 125 member cast 
consisted of congregants from Bernardsville United 
Methodist Church, Peapack Reformed Church, 
United Reformed Church, students from          
Westminster Choir College,  Rutgers Mason Gross, 
Somerset County Pipes and Drum band, Somerville 
Middle School Select Choir, a brass quintet, flautist, 
harpist and boy scout and girl scout troops.   
 

The sanctuary was filled to capacity with visitors.  
to witness the twelve days of Christmas, as it was 
perhaps celebrated back in the Elizabethan 
Era.  Some came from the area and some came as 
far east as Long Island, NY, and as west as Hershey 
PA.   
 

This festival has grown over the years and more 
enhancements were  made to the music and       
costumes.  A huge "thank you" is extended to the 
entire 12th Night committee who worked hard year 
round to make this festival possible. Another 
"thank you" goes out to all of the Sponsors and    
Patrons who support this festival which again isn't 
possible without your financial support.   Larry  
Carey and Paul Dickey will be sadly missed as they 
will both be retiring from their positions as music 
director and organist.  We are forever grateful to 
both of them for introducing this festival to our 
community and for their time and dedication over 
the years.  Mark your calendar as the show will go 
on and our next festival will be January 5, 2020. 
 

Linda Hayes, Chair 
Twelfth Night Committee 

Calling All Members: 
Annual Congregational 

Meeting   
 
The annual congregational meeting will take place 
on Sunday, February 3rd, beginning at                  
approximately 11:15 a.m., following worship and our 
“Souper” Bowl.  

We encourage all members to attend and vote on 
the nominees for consistory. The nominees this 
year are: Jocelyn Eckardt to serve as Elder and Jean 
Bucek to serve as Deacon. The Consistory has  
nominated John M. Colligas to serve as Vice-
President.  If you have any questions or concerns 
about the nominees, please see Pastor Janssen.  
Nominees will also be taken from the floor.   

 

Consistory Corner 
 

At its January. 22nd meeting, the Consistory took 
the following actions: 

• elected John M. Colligas to serve a second term 
as Vice-President.  

• began the work of assigning members to liaise 
with committees. (This cannot be completed until 
after the congregational meeting.) 

• we noted with thanks the service of Linda 
Hayes and Michelle Davis. 

• we heard from the Investment committee that 
recent market losses eliminated (and surpassed) 
any gains that had taken place in 2017. 

• Pastor Janssen offered reflections on where 
we’ve come in five years, and is consulting with a 
colleague about a form for evaluation of ministry. 

• we noted a vacancy in the church’s Classis   del-
egation, with the death of our friend Tom     Dibble. 

• we were updated on the search for a music   
director; once again, we had a candidate who      
ultimately took another position. 

The next meeting of the consistory will take place 
on Tuesday, February 26th at 7:15 p.m. in the 
lounge.  

Rev. Paul G. Janssen 
President 
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Maasai Outreach Mission 
 
Last year we began supporting the work of the 
Maasai Outreach Mission. So, who are the Maasai, 
and what are their greatest needs? 
 
The Maasai, semi-nomads who graze huge herds of 
cattle and goats on the vast grasslands of Africa’s 
Great Rift Valley, need the good news of Jesus 
Christ presented in word and deed.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Maasai also need water. Due to 10 years of   
severe drought, many Maasai and their livestock 
have died. Global Mission has committed to      
digging water wells in Maasailand in partnership 
with the RCA’s Maasai Outreach Mission, which 
are crucial to the survival of the Maasai people and 
their livestock. Nine wells have been completed, 
while three more wells are in the process of being 
developed. In addition, two greenhouses were built 
in 2018, bringing the total up to eight.    Green-
houses provide access to fresh produce and equip 
local individuals with opportunity for economic 
development. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Through Maasai Outreach Mission, Pastor Simon 
Muntolol trains evangelists who reach out to the 
Maasai with the gospel while still maintaining the 
Maasai culture. To date, Maasai Outreach Mission 
has 120 churches with over 13,000 members. 
 
The Mission also sponsors education – a primary 
school was built in 2018, and twenty scholarships 
were awarded to children, enabling them to earn a 
primary education. 
 
We, here at United Reformed Church are able to 
support the Maasai mission through the generosity 
of the VanCleef family's bequest to the church, a 
gift that for nearly 50 years has been supporting 
RCA-based missions in foreign countries since it 
was first received. 
 
If you would like more information (including a 
pair of very informative videos), please click on the 
link at the following link: 
 https://www.rca.org/maasai-outreach-mission 
 

Interesting Facts About  
the Maasai 

• The Maasai are great in number. The most   
recent records say that there are 841,622 of 
them in Kenya and 430,000 in Tanzania. Cattle 
play an important role in Maasai life. It is their 
primary source of food. 

• Maasai families live in an enclosure called a 
Enkang which typically contains ten to twenty 
small huts. The enclosure is protected by a 
fence or bushes with sharp thorns. 

• Maasai huts are very small, with usually only 
one or two rooms and not high enough for 
these tall people to stand. 

• The Maasai language called ‘Maa’ is spoken but 
not generally written.  

 

https://www.rca.org/maasai-outreach-mission
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Scripture Passages 
 

 

 
Feb. 3:  Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany 
Jeremiah 1:4-10   Psalm 71: 1-6 
Corinthians 13:1-3  Luke 4:21-30 
 
Feb. 10:  Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany 
Isaiah 6:1-8   Psalm 138 
Corinthians 15:1-11  Luke 5:1-11 
 

Feb. 17:  Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany 
Jeremiah 17:5-10  Psalm 1 
Corinthians 15:12-20  Luke 6:17-26 
 

Feb. 24:  Seventh Sunday after Epiphany 
Genesis 45:3-11   Psalm 37:1-11 
1 Corinthians 15:35-38  Luke 6:27-38 
 

 
In Memory 

 

This issue of InTouch is dedicated in memory of      
Sam Mendelson, a member of our Great Consistory. 
Sam passed from this life into God’s eternal embrace 

on January 4, 2019. 
 

The eternal God is your refuge and his everlasting arms 
are under you. 

(Deuteronomy 33:27) 

 

Date Ushers/ 
Greeter 

Fellowship 
Hour 

Altar Guild Counters Lay Reader 

2/3 Mark Cannizzo 
Tom Hayes 
G: Sandy Dibble 

Parish Life 
Sundae Sunday 

Alice Gunzelman Fran Wise 
Michelle Lane 

Jim Phillips 

2/10 Bill & Ellen  
Everett 
G: Beth Cassidy 

Fran Wise  
Lyn Van Gorder 
Annette Janssen 

Mark Cannizzo Sandy Dibble 
Michelle Lane 

Beth Cassidy 

2/17 Michelle Davis 
Heather Stires 
G: Amy Stires 
 

Open  
Can you host? 

Sandy Dibble Sue Elgard 
Michelle Lane 

Heather Stires 

2/24 Kelly Barry 
Jaclyn Barry 
G: John M. Colligas 

Alice Gunzelman  
Barbara Schwarz 

Michelle Davis Mary Ann Ferrante 
Michelle Lane 

Michelle Davis 

     Sunday Servers For February 

Birthdays and 
 Anniversaries 

 

Birthdays 

Feb. 3   Ed Elgard 
Feb. 12   Cathy Stires 
Feb. 13   Estella Rollander 
Feb. 14   Jane Huck 
Feb. 18   Alex McLachlan 
Feb. 20   Bev Stevens, L.J. Davis 
Feb. 21   Howard Wagner 
Feb. 26   Harry Woske 
Feb. 27   Ellen Everett 
 
Anniversaries 
 
Feb. 11   Art & Wanda Goldsworthy  
Feb. 18   John & Nancy Aliberto 
  

 
 
 

InTouch is produced by  
Lori Herpen, Administrative Assistant 

Deadline for the March Issue is 
February 19, 2019 

Please submit articles, news and photos to:  
admin@urcsomerville.org 
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United Reformed Church  
100 W. Main St. 
Somerville, NJ 08876 
 

 
 
 

Love All - Serve All 

 
 

 

The crowds come out for this event so mark your   
calendars now.  Everyone has a good time even if you 
do not win.  Call a friend and bring her or him along 
to join the fun.  Bunco is a simple dice game, which 
lends itself to socializing, meeting new people, and 
catching up with friends. There will be cash and oth-
er prizes.  Here is all of the important information: 

Date: Friday February 22, 2019 
Time: Doors open at 6:00 p.m.      

Dropping dice at 6:30 p.m.  
Location: Fellowship Hall at URC 

Cost: $5 
 

Reserve your spot at a table by calling the church 
office 908-725-4545.  If you have any questions con-
tact Beth Cassidy 732-995-9192.  Please indicate if you 
will be attending by Wednesday February 20th .  Feel 
free to bring a friend.  All are invited, age 12 years or 
above.  Dessert will be served. 

 

 
 


