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United Reformed Church
“The Church on Main Street”
100 W. Main Street
Somerville, NJ 08876
Tel. (908) 725-4545
Fax: (908) 725-1950
Email: urcsomerville@optonline.net
www.urcsomervillenj.org

#urcsomerville
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m.
Rev. Paul G. Janssen
Follow Us On Facebook!
facebook/urcsomerville

Love Is All Around
Have you heard this title in the media a lot lately? As I produced this
issue of InTouch, one of my biggest role models died. I didn’t realize
it until now, how watching all those re-runs of the Mary Tyler Moore
show when I was a kid, seems to have shaped the ethics of my adult
work attitude here at the church; be confident, be helpful, be
current, get the news out and most of all, don’t forget manners.
If you think about it, ultimately I operate the “newsroom” of the
church. From updating our website and our Facebook page; to
informing local media outlets of our events and services; to keeping
members and friends up to date via this publication; the bulletin and
eblasts, a big part of my job has become producing the news. This
issue has been a challenge - there’s a lot of news this month. I found
myself juggling articles, re-sizing photos, deciding what’s most
important, then realizing it’s all important, make it fit. I asked myself
a few times how did we get so busy in February? And, I seconded
guessed myself - did I put that on the calendar? We got so busy
because we are coming together for something we love and we are
spreading our love all around.
This issue is packed with
announcements of love. We have several collections going on,
feeding programs, social events, fun and games, concerts,
recognitions and long term goals to accomplish. All of it is driven
by love.
In recent months, we’ve hit some milestones in the media world.
Our Facebook page has over 250 faithful followers, our posts over the
Christmas season were viewed by thousands, our QR code is
producing new friends who are joining our mailing list and the
Twelfth Night—Boar’s Head Festival was announced on the ABC
morning news! Like Mary, “The Church on Main Street” found its way
to the big city, even if just a mention, we caught the attention of a
major news network viewed by millions in the tristate area. It’s a
sign; team United is getting stronger! It takes all of us coordinating,
organizing, planning, scheduling, networking, following, liking and
spreading love all around, and it’s being noticed and reaching bigger
audiences.
To me, this is “good news”, it means together,
we’re going to make it after all!
Lori Herpen
Administrative Assistant

One more server at SHIP’s galley at a time.
And on and on, one at a time.

Parish the Thought
The other day I helped a church close its doors for
good. It didn’t feel good at all. (Please keep reading
to the end; it gets better.)

The early church got a reputation for “turning the
world upside down.” Through love, through service
in Jesus’ name, we can reclaim that reputation here
and now.

I walked through the front doors into a chilly
sanctuary; I thought about all of the hands that had
pushed those doors open over the last century. The
visitors’ envelopes were still in place in the pew
racks. The final worship service was held in late
November; autumn decorations were strewn about
the chancel. The baptismal font was gone, but the
Lord’s Table remained. Near the piano, some
electronic equipment lay on the front pew, perched
on a few hymnbooks. The room seemed frozen
in time….no, this didn’t feel good.

Are we ready to claim our agency as a congregation
of believers, baptized to be ambassadors for Christ?
Are you ready to see yourself as a world-changer in
his name?
Let’s do this. Let’s do this!
Rev. Paul G. Janssen
Pastor

Can You Guess Where the
Easter Egg Is?

How does such a thing happen: churches closing?
Decisions get made in good faith that later turn out
not to have been for the best. And cultures change,
without permission from our little congregations.
Very little is asked of the church these days in the
way of social, athletic and even service activities.
And as the church’s “place” in society shrinks, our
congregations dwindle.

During Lent, the Marketing Committee will be
posting pictures of the pysanky egg pictured below
(with United’s logo on it) on Facebook. We will
take it to multiple locations in the area, take a
photo of it there and ask folks to try to guess what
local landmark it is at.

Yet here we are, United Reformed Church, “the
church on Main Street”, here we are in 2017. Some
new families and individuals have joined. We’re
fulfilling our mission to love and serve all in the
name of Jesus Christ. We’re on the verge of
executing the first year of a five-year strategic plan.

We’re hoping to promote consciousness of our
church during the Lenten season and the Palm
Sunday, Holy Week, and Easter services. Join the
fun! Can you guess where this picture was taken?

The positive spirit is growing, friends. For a while
we were sort of back on our heels. But that’s changing. We are emerging from the sense of long, slow
decline to a sense of a new and growing future.
That spirit finds voice in the theme of our five-year
strategic plan, “Changing the World, One Soul at a
Time.” It’s pretty tough to see yourself changing the
world if you’re no more than a victim of circumstance. But if you maintain a sense of agency – that,
under God’s direction, we can make a positive
difference in our area – then, yes, it is possible to
change the world.
One soul at a time.
One conversation at a time.
One invitation at a time.
One child at a time.
One family at a time.
One more person worshipping next to you at
A time.
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Sunday School
News

How Do We Keep the Faith?
For over 1,000 years, monks maintained the life of
the church by transcribing the Scriptures, one letter
at a time.

The Sunday School will
be collecting toiletry
items
now
through
February 19th to make
hygiene kits for the Food
Bank
Network
of
Somerset County to distribute to their
clients.
Items such as new toothbrushes,
toothpaste, deodorant, soap, shampoo, conditioner,
floss, feminine products, hairbrushes, combs, etc.
can be dropped off on Sunday mornings in Fellowship Hall or during the week in the office.

This year during the season of Lent (beginning
March 1st) our congregation can keep the faith in
the same way by copying out the Gospel of Mark
and binding it into a book we will display for all to
see. We’ve divided the gospel into 78 short passages
(none are more than a dozen or so verses). When
we get closer to the beginning of Lent, we
will distribute the passages throughout the
congregation and provide specific instructions and
some very basic supplies. The rest, though, will be
up to you to decide: how fancy or plain you want to
make your letters, whether you want to add
pictures or other decorations, etc. We’ll also
provide a few basic questions for you to think about
as you meditate on the passage you’ve received. In
this way, we’ll all be “keeping the faith, and will be
united in the gospel of Jesus our Lord.

The kids are learning about how to spread God's
light out into the world by being followers of Jesus
and this service project is perfect to "love all and
serve all." We will complete this unit of study on
February 26th and then begin our new unit on
March 5th, titled, "Let's Talk".
Please don't forget to check out the Sunday School/
Youth Group bulletin board in Fellowship Hall for
continuous inspirational messages pertaining to
either the season or biblical lessons.

Rev. Paul G. Janssen
Pastor

Pass Another Slice!

Linda Hayes
Sunday School Coordinator

There was no better way to start the weekend than
hanging with friends, sharing in great conversation
and having beer and pizza. On Friday, January 13th
about 25 members ranging from 18 months to 80
years of age, gathered at
Central Pizzeria. As the
aroma of sausage and
pepperoni pizza filled the
room, conversation shifted
from the success of the
Twelfth Night celebration,
to up coming church events.
Pitchers of Blue Moon and
Guinness filled the table and
all agreed that this should be
a repeated event! So, look for
more beer & pizza socials in
the future!
Beth Cassidy
Members gathered at Central Pizzeria for beer, pizza and friendly conversation.
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News From the
Consistory

Twelfth Night a Huge Success
On January 8th, United hosted the seventh annual
Central Jersey Twelfth Night Boars Head
Festival. The 125 member cast consisted of
congregants from Bernardsville Methodist Church,
Peapack Reformed Church, United Reformed
Church, students from Westminster Choir college,
Rutgers University, local harpists, Brass Quintet of
Madison, Somerset County Pipes and Drum band,
many boy scouts and girl scouts, and our very own
Mayor Brian Gallagher of Somerville.

At its January 24th meeting, the
Consistory took the following
actions;









The date of February 19th was approved for the
ordination and installation of new consistory
members.
A revision of the ByLaws was approved.
An update was given on responses to the draft
Strategic Plan.
We learned of the Sunday School’s latest
projects: Valentines for Vets and toiletries
collection.
We heard a proposal for a congregation-wide
Lenten project.
The next meeting of the Consistory will take
place on February 28th at 7:15 pm in the lounge.

The sanctuary was filled with hundreds of visitors
witnessing the 12 days of
Christmas, as once
celebrated during the Elizabethan era. There were
hunters, trenchermen, cooks, wassailers, a Celtic
dancer and jesters entertaining the crowd. Then,
with the entrance of the candle sprite and
rector, the mood changed and the audience was
mesmerized by the reenactment of the Christmas
story with a breath-taking nativity that showcased
baby Jesus (a real baby).

A Special Announcement

This production was a huge success and a special
"thank you" is extended to the entire 12th Night
committee for the many hours dedicated to making
this performance one of our very best to
date.
Additionally, a "thank you" goes out to our
Sponsors, Patrons and local businesses for
supporting this performance financially. If you
missed this year's performance, no worries, just
mark your calendar now for next years' production
on January 7, 2018.

Congratulations to our Vice-President of
Consistory, Amy Stires and to Beth Cassidy for
being named Service Providers of the Year in
Bridgewater.

Boy Scouts Lenten Fish Fry
On Friday, March 3rd Boy Scout Troop 83 will host
their annual Lenten Fish Fry Dinner in Fellowship
Hall from 5 to 7 pm. Tickets are $15/Adults and
$14/Seniors. Take out is available. The scouts will
be selling tickets during Fellowship Hour on
Sunday, February 12th, which is also Scout Sunday.

Linda Hayes
Co-Chair, Twelfth Night Committee

Pictured right:
The Christmas
story told during
the Central Jersey
Twelfth Night Boar’s Head
Festival.
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Mardi Gras
Pancake Breakfast

SHIP’s Galley I
Update

Sunday, February 26

Our SHIP’s Galley I crew was on board January 27th
after a two month break. As you know, our faithful
Galley crew serves the galley guests at St. John’s
Episcopal Church, located on High Street, on the
fourth Friday of the month. We have been feeding
an average of 45–55 people for the first serving and,
if second servings are offered, the total number of
meals served has been 70–85.

United will be holding its 5th Mardi Gras Pancake
Breakfast on Sunday, February 26th in Fellowship
Hall immediately after worship. The festivities will
feature a delicious pancake breakfast. In addition
to pancakes, the menu will include sausage, fruit
cup, juices, maple syrup, and coffee or tea. Music
will be provided by Charley Huck on the piano. A
freewill offering will be taken to help defray costs.
Please let the church office know if you plan to attend.

On average, the cost of the food and supplies for
each of our galleys averages about $200. The Galley
is always in need of food and supplies. If you would
like to help out, you can make/bake/buy a food
item or purchase a supply item, such as luncheon
napkins, dessert plates, bowls, coffee cups, etc.
Donations of food can be prepared in advance and
put in the freezer at United or in one of the church
refrigerators the day before the galley. Supplies
can be left in the church office. If interested in
coming on board and helping our Galley efforts,
contact Jane Huck or any of the crew members
listed below.

Wanted: Three people are needed to serve on
the “Flapjack Flipping Crew” to prepare the breakfast (starting at 9:30 a.m.). If interested in being a
flipper, please contact Jane Huck or the church
office.

BUNCO is Back
Warm up the dice, Bunco is back.!
Bunko is a simple dice game, which
lends itself to socializing, meeting new people, and
catching up with friends. There will be cash and
other prizes.
Date: Friday March 10, 2017
Time: 6:30 pm
Location: Fellowship Hall
Cost: $5 per person

As captain of our Galley crew, I want to
acknowledge the following for their time, service,
and good food in 2016: Jane Coleman, Michelle
Davis, Carol Davis, Mary Ann Ferrante, Sharon
Garcia, Wendy Haley, Charley Huck, Carol &
Charlie Lane, Becki Lane, Michelle Lane, Nancy
Maggio, Toni & Charley Moore, Kathy Phillips, Janni Shimomura, and Doug Young, as well as Beth
Cassidy, Linda Hayes, Amy Stires, Lyn Van Gorder,
and United’s Sunday School and Youth Group.

Reserve your spot at a table by calling the church
office 908-725-4545. Please indicate if you will be
attending by Wednesday, February 22th. Feel free
to bring a friend. All are invited, age 12 years or
older. Dessert will be served!

Jane Huck
SHIP’s Galley I Captain

Dinner and a Play
Women’s Book Club

Save the date! On Sunday, April 23rd we will be
going to the Hunterdon Hills Playhouse to enjoy an
early dinner and see a performance of “Born
Yesterday”, one of the longest running and most
successful comedies on Broadway. If like to attend,
we will meet at the playhouse by 1:45pm. Tickets
are $60 per person, payable to the church. Please
RSVP with your payment no later than March 5th.
For more information, please see Carol Lane.

The next meeting is of the Women’s Book Club will
take place on Wednesday, February 22nd at 7:00
pm, in the church lounge. Wanda Goldsworthy will
be hosting. The book we are currently reading is "A
Gate at the Stairs”, by Lorrie Moore. If you would
like more information, have a book to recommend
or would like to join, please contact Nancy Maggio
by email: nbmaggio@embarqmail.com
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Sunday Servers For February
Date

Ushers

Fellowship Hour

Altar Guild

Counters

Lay Reader

2/5

Jocelyn Hayes
Tommy Hayes

Parish Life
Sundae Sunday

Michelle Davis

Mark Cannizzo
Jim Phillips

Sandy Dibble

2/12

Sarah Nemeth
Art Goldsworthy

Men’s Fellowship
Group

Alice
Gunzelman

Chris Parenti
Mark Cannizzo

Tommy Hayes

2/19

Toni Moore
Barbara Schwarz

OPEN Can you
host?

Toni Moore

Sue Elgard
Michelle Lane

Wanda
Goldsworthy

2/26

Gary Spratt
Clarence Brunner

Toni Moore, Alice
Gunzelman,
Barbara Schwarz

Wanda
Goldsworthy

Mary Ann
Ferrante
Michelle Lane

Jim Phillips

Scripture Passages

Birthdays and
Anniversaries

Feb. 5, Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany
Isaiah 58:1-9 (10-12)
Psalm 112:1-9 (10)
Corinthians 2:1-12
Matthew 5:13-20

Birthdays
Feb. 3
Feb. 12
Feb. 14
Feb. 18
Feb. 20

Feb. 12, Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany
Deuteronomy 30:15-20
Psalm 119:1-8
Corinthians 3:10-11
Matthew 5:38-48

Ed Elgard
Cathy Stires
Jane Huck
Alex McLachlan
Bev Stevens
L.J. Davis
Chris Parenti
Howard Wagner
Harry Woske
Bill Everett
Ava Davis

Feb. 21

Feb. 19, Seventh Sunday after the Epiphany
Leviticus 19:1-2, 9-18
Psalm 119:33-40;1
Corinthians 3:10-11, 16-23
Matthew 5:38-48

Feb. 26
Feb. 27
Feb. 28

Feb. 26, Transfiguration Sunday
Exodus 24:12-18
Psalm 2 or Psalm 99
Peter 1:16-21
Matthew 17:1-9

Anniversaries
Feb. 11
Feb. 18

Art & Wanda Goldsworthy
John & Nancy Aliberto

Food of the Month
Parmalat Milk Needed
For the month of February the Food Bank emphasized
their need for Parmalat milk. Marie Scannell, Executive
Director said, “it just flies off the shelf” and pointed out
it is expensive and not often donated. You may put
donations in the shopping cart in Fellowship Hall or you
may place them in the basket in the office. All donations
help to stock the shelves of the Food Bank Network of
Somerset County, which distributes food every Saturday
from Fellowship Hall to those in need. Thank you in
advance for your contributions and generosity.
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Our apologies to John Hulsizer, who was not
listed on our December birthday list.
On December 15th, John turned 79 years old.

InTouch is produced by
Lori Herpen, Administrative Assistant
Deadline for the March Issue is
February 21, 2017
Please submit articles, news and photos to:
urcsomerville@optonline.net

B=Basement, FH=Fellowship Hall, S=Sanctuary, L=Lounge
PDC=Puerta del Cielo, AA=Alcoholics Anonymous
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HornFest
Sunday, February 26th - 3:00 pm

Lisa Nettleship
Horn Soloist

This concert features music for the horn, a
heroic and triumphant sound! Repertoire
includes music by Wagner, F. Strauss, F. J.
Haydn and will feature NJ hornist, Lisa
Nettleship playing Strauss. Tickets are general
admission. There isn't a bad seat in the house
in the wonderful acoustics of our sanctuary.
Tickets available online or at the door.
$25/Adults, $20/Seniors, $15/Students

http://cjso.org/concert_tickets

United Reformed Church
100 W. Main St.
Somerville, NJ 08876

Love All - Serve All
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Michael Avagliano
Music Director

