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Central Jersey  
Twelfth Night Boar’s Head Festival 

Sunday, January 6, 2019 at 4:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rejoice in the Twelve Days of Christmas!    
           

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It's Here!  Time to lift the Wassail!  The annual production of the 
Central Jersey Twelfth Night Boar's Head Festival will take place 
on Sunday, January 6th at 4:00 p.m., in the sanctuary. Ushers will 
be ready to welcome you to the feast that the Lord and Ladye 
have prepared for their guests.  You will witness through          
pageantry and song, a cast of 130 dressed in costume, celebrating 
the twelve days of Christmas, as perhaps was once done in the 
Elizabethan Era.  The festival ends with a breathtaking Nativity. 
Please come and rejoice in this amazing event exclusive to Central 
New Jersey.  There is no charge for admission, however a free-will  
offering will be taken.  Following the performance, there will be a 
reception in Fellowship Hall. 
 

Linda Hayes, Co-Chair 
Twelfth Night Committee 

 

https://www.crophungerwalk.org/somervillenj/Account/Register
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Parish the Thought 

 

January is the time for making resolutions. The 
gyms are filled with new clients; sales of diet books 
go through the roof; and financial planning apps hit 
their peak sales. We resolve to do better. We intend 
to do better. We hope to become better people. 
Whence cometh “resolution”? 
 
The etymology of “resolution” may be of some help. 
From 15th century French, ‘resolve’ bears the sense 
of ‘loosening, undoing, cutting apart, or untying.’ 
When we make resolutions we mean to loosen our 
ties to unhelpful habits. We undo attachment to 
behaviors that bear no fruit. We make a line        
between the past and the future, and cut the two 
apart. We untie ourselves from having to be “that 
person” in favor of becoming a “new person.” 
 
Doesn’t this sound familiar to you? “Resolution” 
may be a better word for “repentance” than 
“confession of sin,” because when the Bible speaks 
of repentance it simply means turning around – 
turning away from the old and turning toward the 
new. Of course, that has something to do with ‘sin,’ 
but it doesn’t have to. A golfer learning a new swing 
is performing an act of repentance/resolution. A car 
mechanic being trained to work exclusively on new 
ignition systems is being resolved to a new way of 
thinking. And, yes, a churchgoer making promises 
to God to turn away from sin and to turn toward 
love (i.e., making a resolution) is repenting because 
something better has clearly come along.         
Something Jesus called the kingdom of God. 
 
These days we also use the word “resolution” when 
we speak of light-generated images. As in, “Wow, 
look at the resolution of that 4k TV!” In this use of 
the word, resolution means clarity. 
 
At the beginning of the new year, what better       
resolution could we make than for finer resolution – 
i.e., for deeper clarity about the meaning of God’s 
kingdom for both society and our personal lives? 
 
Alfred Lord Tennyson captured the spirit not only 
of New Year’s resolutions (aka repentance) but also 
of resolution (aka clarity toward God’s kingdom) 
with his classic poem-become-hymn, “Ring Out, 
Wild Bells.” Here are four of its eight verses: 
 
 
 

Ring out the old, ring in the new,    
Ring, happy bells, across the snow:     
The year is going, let him go;  
Ring out the false, ring in the true.  
  
Ring out the want, the care, the sin,     
The faithless coldness of the times;     
Ring out, ring out my mournful rhymes  
But ring the fuller minstrel in.  
  
Ring out false pride in place and blood,     
The civic slander and the spite;     
Ring in the love of truth and right,  
Ring in the common love of good.  
  
Ring in the valiant man and free,     
The larger heart, the kindlier hand;     
Ring out the darkness of the land,  
Ring in the Christ that is to be. 
  

Peace be with you all, 
Rev. Paul G. Janssen 

Pastor 

 
Around the Classis... 

 

Readington Reformed Church 
Readington Reformed Church welcomes a new   
Pastor this month, Elizabeth Estes.   

 

Neshanic Reformed Church 
Family Movie Night 

“Moses” 
Friday, January 11, 2019  at 7:00 p.m. 

Snacks provided! 
For more information call (908) 369-4542 

 
 

In Memory 
 

This issue of InTouch is dedicated in memory of 
Tom Dibble, a member of our Great Consistory, 
who passed from this life into God’s eternal em-
brace on Friday, December 21st. Tom was  currently 
serving on our Administration & Finance Commit-
tee, as well as our Marketing Committee.  A memo-
rial service is being planned for February and we 
will provide details once the arrangements have 
been finalized.  
 

I have set the Lord always before me; because he is at 
my right hand, I shall not be shaken. 

(from Psalm 16) 
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Sunday 
School News 

 
On December 23rd, the 
kids displayed their    
rendition of the       
Christmas tableau during 
worship.  Each year the 
youth bring such joy and 
wonder reminding us of 

the meaning behind the season.  See photo below.   
 
 

We will begin our next unit of study on January 
13th.  If you’d like your child to get in on the fun, 
come join us on Sunday, January 27th at 9:00 a.m. 
for a youth service project for our veterans.     

 

Linda Hayes  
Sunday School Coordinator 

 
Women’s Book Club 

 
 

 

 

The next meeting of the Women’s Book Club will 
take place on Wednesday, January 16th, at 7:00 pm, 
at the home of Annette Janssen.  The current book  
selection is "Spool of Blue Thread" by Anne         
Tyler.  If you would like more information about 
the book club, please call the church office.   

 

Youth Group News 

Above: The Youth Group and their Coordinators Meet 

Peter Mayer. 

 

The  youth group once again joined together to 
show compassion for members of their community.  
On Friday, December 8th the sanctuary was filled 
with songs of the season thanks to Peter Mayer and 
his band.   
 

During the intermission, the youth group sold    
bottled water and cookies to fans and raised $275, 
to benefit the Martin Luther Youth Center in 
Bridgewater.  The  MLK Youth Center is a non-
profit, community based organization that provides 
quality care in a nurturing environment for          
children of all ethnic backgrounds.  The organiza-
tion serves Somerset County towns of South Bound 
Brook, Bound Brook, Manville, Hillsborough,   
Somerville and Bridgewater.  During this holiday 
season, I am thankful to be associated with such a 
compassionate group of kids who are so willing to 
give of their time in order to show love for their 
neighbors.  

Amy Stires 
Youth Group Coordinator 

 

Food of the Month 

For the month of January, the Food Bank would like 
us to collect items from the ShopRite Can-Can 
Sale. All donations benefit the Food Bank Network 
of Somerset County, which distributes food every 
Saturday from Fellowship Hall to their clients.    
Donations can be dropped off on Sundays in the 
shopping cart located in Fellowship Hall or you 
may bring them to the church office during the 
week. Many thanks to everyone for bringing in 
items on a regular basis, as we help provide         
groceries to our neighbors in need.   



Consistory Corner 

• The Consistory has been working in November 
and December on next year’s budget. It’s difficult, 
given the sharply downward trend in the market, 
and noted that our Investment and Administration 
& Finance committees have been doing a heroic 
job. 

• As per our bylaws, we have recruited and       
nominated two members to the Consistory; the 
nominations will be announced in bulletins during 
January. 

• We noted, and are grateful for, being named in 
a specified bequest from the Living Trust of Helen 
Cantlay. 

• We continue to monitor progress being made 
on the report from the recent fire inspection. After 
many years of lax inspections, we have a good deal 
of work to do! 

• We are hearing regularly from the Music       
Director Search Committee. Candidates who direct 
and accompany a choir, as well as being adept at 
congregational hymn leadership, are getting harder 
to find, it seems. 

• We celebrate our ability to reach out to local 
mission projects alongside our new commitment to 
the Maasai mission in Kenya. Please see the article 
on Outreach to get a sense of what our congrega-
tion is doing to love and serve in the name of 
Christ. 

At its December meeting, the consistory was asked 
to think about John the Baptist’s message that ‘the 
axe is laid to the root of the trees.’ What might we 
be able to prune, in order to be more effective at 
our mission to love and serve? And what new 
branches may grow? Something for us all to think 
about. 

The next meeting of the Consistory will take place 
on Tuesday, January 22, 2019.   

Rev. Paul G. Janssen 
President 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

New Building Fund  
Envelopes  

 
Each  
Congregational 
Family has     
received in their 
box of pledge          
envelopes, a new 
opportunity to  
support URC.  We have established a Building Fund 
to help pay for refurbishment and repair projects in 
our beautiful 125 year old church building, which 
otherwise cannot be supported by the yearly 
maintenance budget.   
 

During a recent fire inspection, a number of        
deficiencies were identified that need corrective 
action.  We have identified the following projects 
that are a funding-priority and hope can be accom-
plished in 2019. They are: 

• Strip, repair, and refinish the three large wood-
en doors on the front porch, and restore to a 
lighter, more welcoming color. 

• Replace the fire suppression system in the 
kitchen.  The current system is not up to code 
and does not offer full protection. 

• Refurbish the kitchenette in the Lounge.  The 
installed refrigerator and gas cook top do not 
work and are a fire code violation. 

In 2018, we began a few projects that simply could 
not wait because they were in need of immediate 
repair. They are: The steel back door to the base-
ment was replaced as it was rusted and difficult to 
open. Several emergency lighting upgrades and 
other electrical repairs were completed by DeWitt 
Van Nest Electrical Contractors, to answer fire code 
violations.  Finally, ceiling repairs were made to the 
Sanctuary balcony to correct water damage. 

As these items are completed and removed from 
the list, additional items from our long list will be 
added.  If you have any suggestions for other      
projects in the future, please drop of a note to the 
Church office.  Thank you in advance for your   
contributions to keep our beautiful building up to 
date. 

John Lane, Chair 
Properties Committee 
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Outreach Delivers Gifts 
 
Thank you to all who contributed to our White Gift 
Sunday Gift Drive, which benefited two                  
organizations: HomeSharing and the Womens VA 
Trauma Unit at Lyons, NJ.  Every item tagged on 
our Giving Tree was purchased. The gifts were 
blessed during worship on Sunday, December 16th 
and delivered to both organizations in plenty of 
time for Christmas.    
 

John M. Colligas, Chair 
Outreach Committee  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Above: John M. Colligas with Jean Bucek delivering gifts 
to Pru Fletcher, Representative at HomeSharing, Inc.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Above: John M. Colligas delivering gifts collected for the 
Women’s Trauma Unit, to Sonia Kelley, Voluntary      
Service Specialist at Lyons VA New Jersey Health       

Care System.  
 
 

Holiday Boutique A Success!  

Thanks to the generosity of our members and 
friends who donated Christmas cards, wrapping 
paper, gift boxes, calendars, notepads, and assorted 
ornaments, decorations, and white elephant gifts, 
SHIP’s Galley guests had a chance to do some 
Christmas shopping on December 13th and 18th.  It is 
estimated that about 40 individuals “shopped” at 
our boutique.  Many were overwhelmed by the   
opportunity to be able to just help themselves to 
some needed holiday supplies.  All were grateful! 

Grateful appreciation goes to those who contribut-
ed items for the Holiday Boutique and special 
recognition to Carol Lane, Carol Yarnell, and Fran 
Wise who helped to organize the donations so that 
“stocking” the boutique tables was a “piece of 
(holiday) cake”. 

Jane Huck, Chair 
Parish Life Committee 

 
  

Dinner Club 
Next  

Gathering  
 

 

Let’s say bienvenidos! to one of the newest           
restaurants in Somerville, by heading to Chicali 
Mexican Grill at 12 W. Main Street (near Bridge) on 
Wednesday, January 16 at 6:30 p.m. Chicali’s      
website is still under construction, but you can see 
their menu on Facebook (make sure you search the 
one in Somerville, NJ). Dinner fare is about $15-20, 
and it is a BYO restaurant.  Everyone will be respon-
sible for his/her own meal, tax and gratuity. Please 
RSVP to the church office by Monday, January 14, so 
that we can call ahead and make a reservation.   
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Scripture Passages 
 

 

 
Jan. 6:  Epiphany 
Isaiah 60:1-6   Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 
Matthew 2:1-12   Ephesians 3:1-12 
 
Jan. 13:  First Sunday after the Epiphany 
Isaiah 43:1-7   Psalm 29 
Acts 18:14-17   Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 
 

Jan. 20:  Second Sunday after Epiphany 
Isaiah 62:1-5   Psalm 36:5-10 
Corinthians 12:1-11  John 2:1-11 
 

Jan. 27:  Third Sunday after Epiphany 
Nehemiah 8:1-3  Psalm 80:1-7 
Hebrews 10:5-10  Luke 1:39-45 (46-55) 
 

 
 

 

Date Ushers/ 
Greeter 

Fellowship 
Hour 

Altar Guild Counters Lay Reader 

1/6 Gary Spratt 
Mark Cannizzo 
G: Diny Buchanan 

Parish Life 
Sundae Sunday 

Alice Gunzelman Jean Bucek 
Michelle Lane 

Steve Rus 

1/13 Lyn Van Gorder 
Lorraine Malonza 
G: John M. Colligas 

Fran Wise  
Lyn Van Gorder 
Annette Janssen 

Mark Cannizzo Diny Buchanan 
Michelle Lane 

Tom Hayes 

1/20 Fran Wise 
Beth Cassidy 
G: Sue Elgard 
 

Open  
Can you host? 

Michelle Davis Mark Cannizzo 
Kathy Phillips 

Heather Stires 

1/27 Howard & Cynthia  
Wagner 
G: Lyn Van Gorder 

Alice Gunzelman  
Barbara Schwarz 

Fran Wise Jim Phillips 
Michelle Lane 

Gary Spratt 

     Sunday Servers For January 

Birthdays and 
 Anniversaries 

 

Birthdays 

Jan. 3   Teresa Fanti 
Jan. 7   James Barry 
Jan. 9   Clarence Brunner 
Jan. 13    Emma Janssen 
Jan. 16   Christopher Wagner 
Jan. 17   Bonnie Burris 
Jan. 20   Inge Gurke 
   Carol Lane 
Jan. 25   Sylvia Anderson 
Jan. 28   Ava Davis  
 
Anniversaries 
Jan. 1   Paul & Annette Janssen 
Jan. 23   Ted & Sandy Yohn 
 
 
 

InTouch is produced by  
Lori Herpen, Administrative Assistant 

Deadline for the February Issue is 
January 23, 2019 

Please submit articles, news and photos to:  
admin@urcsomerville.org 

A Request From the  
Twelfth Night Committee 

 
The Twelfth Night Committee is seeking        
donations of finger foods (cookies, brownies, 
cheese & crackers,  veggies & dip, etc.), to be 
served at the reception following the              
performance.  If you are willing to make a      
donation, please contact Michelle Davis at:                     
shelleysomer@gmail.com or Nancy Maggio at:     
nbmaggio@embarqmail.com, or you may call 
the church office.   
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United Reformed Church  
100 W. Main St. 
Somerville, NJ 08876 
 

 
 
 

Love All - Serve All 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Start Saving Your Cans of Soup! 

On Sunday, February 3rd, URC will hold it’s annual “Souper Bowl” during 
Fellowship Hour.  All are welcome to bring cans of soup and place them on 

our playing field on the side of team you want to win. The team with the 
most cans of soup will be our “Souper Bowl” winner!  

All soup donations will be given to the Food Bank Network of  
Somerset County.   


