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URC to Host 23rd Annual
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration
On Sunday, January 14, beginning at 2:00 p.m. and continuing until
about 6:30 p.m., United Reformed Church will be the host of the 23rd
annual Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration. A joint effort of
Clergy United for Christian Ministry and the Somerville Area
Ministers’ Association, this annual event offers an afternoon in
which community members join together to share a meal and to
become, if for only a few hours, that “beloved community” of which
Dr. King wrote and often spoke.
The afternoon begins with a community meal at 2:00 p.m. The meal
will be held in Fellowship Hall. Deacon Steve Rus will be the captain
of the team that is bringing the meal together – and he will need
LOTS of volunteers to pull it off! If you’re willing to volunteer, please
call the church office, so Steve can get in touch with you. The meal
concludes around 3:30 so that we can adjourn to the sanctuary for
worship.
Pastor Janssen will serve as the host of worship which begins at
4:00 p.m., and which will include clergy speakers from First Baptist
Church, Shiloh Pentecostal Church, Faith in Action Church,
St. John’s Episcopal Church, First United Methodist Church,
St. Martin’s Episcopal Church. The gathering this year will include a
moment of remembrance for Pastor James Dockery, former pastor of
Macedonia Missionary Baptist Church in Bridgewater, who passed
away in December, 2017. The Speaker of the Day will be Rev. Jimmie
Miller, recently installed as the new pastor of St. Thomas AME Zion
Church in Somerville. The choir from St. Thomas will offer musical
renditions. In addition, we will be welcoming several youth
presenters from various area congregations.
New this year, will be the establishment of a Martin Luther King Jr.
Scholarship, to which the offerings will be dedicated. This
Scholarship fund will be administered by Clergy United for Christian
Ministry.
Please consider joining us for this very special service!

“Everybody can be great, because everybody can serve”.
-MLK, Jr.

Now, let's align ourselves with that way of God with a
prayer, shall we? (Lord’s Prayer)

Parish the Thought

Or in text version:

Not long ago a few friends and I were kicking
around this question: “How would you express the
‘gut’ of the faith that is taught in your
denomination?” I went to the most used teaching
tool – the Heidelberg Catechism – and summed it
up this way. I think it captures what the old
Reformers were trying to say.
Imagine that a friend has written you a letter that
expresses a deep sense of uneasiness with life. Your
friend asks, “Where do I find comfort?” Here’s a
“Reformed” answer:

Peace,
Rev. Paul G. Janssen
Pastor

Listen, my friend:
You belong. You have a place in this world. You have
a friend in this world. You are not alone. You are
never alone. No matter what happens, you belong;
you are secure; you are are strong-with Jesus. OK?
Got that? (I belong to Jesus Christ…)

Stock Up Your Cans!
The Super Bowl is on Sunday, February 4th this
year, and we are holding our own “Souper Bowl”.
Beginning in late January, when we know which
two teams are playing in the Super Bowl, you will
be able to vote/root for your team by placing cans
of soup in your favored team’s box. The winner of
our “Souper Bowl” will be the team with the most
cans of soup! The winner will be announced during
Fellowship Hour on February 4th. Donations will be
given to the Food Bank Network of Somerset
County. Look for more details in the Sunday
bulletins throughout the month of January.

That's not going to change. It's never going to
change.
Now, that said......let's talk about where you got that
feeling of 'discomfort' to begin with. It's called sin,
and it's a real thing, and it's a big thing, and it needs
to be dealt with. Trust that someone has dealt with it
on your behalf. (How great our sins and miseries
are…)
Because I've got good news for you: someone someone – really has taken care of that thing that's
been troubling you, the reason you felt you had to
ask the question about comfort. That's been done.
(Christ died and rose again for us.) And you can
hear that, (Word) and it washes over you, and quite
literally taste and see it, (Sacraments) when you
gather with people who share the same trust you
have. (community)

Join Our Family!
Have you been attending worship with
us and are interested in becoming a
member? We’ d love to have you as
part of our family!
Please contact Pastor Janssen or call Lori
in the church office to schedule new
member classes.
All are welcome!

In the meantime, you have to get up today, and
tomorrow, and the next, and figure out how to live a
life. And - grace upon grace - that way has been
shown to you as well! God has shown you what is
good - and there are clear and specific ways that, in
thought and action, you can do justice, and love
kindness, and walk humbly with God. (10
Commandments)
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cocoa was well received and enjoyed by many on
this chilly evening.

Sunday
School News

Another tradition that signals the Christmas Season
is when URC opens our sanctuary for the Peter
Mayer Christmas concert. As they have done in the
past, the youth group sold water and cookies
during the intermission. This year they had a profit
of $670, which will be donated to a local child who
is battling significant health issues. Our youth
group must be quite an impressive group of
salespersons as they were all offered a job by a
concert goer who owns a Rita’s in both Somerville
and Bridgewater. Overall, it was a very successful
evening!

On December 18th, the
youth displayed their
rendition
of
the
Christmas tableau during
worship. It's so wonderful to witness the true
meaning of the season
through the youth.

Amy Stires
Youth Group Coordinator

Gingerbread Houses
Please, take a look at the bulletin board in
Fellowship Hall for all the latest pictures of our
youth in action. We will begin our next unit of
study on January 14th. Do you want your child to
get in on the fun? Come to our Sunday School open
house on January 28th at 9:00 a.m. to join us for a
service project, which will include making
Valentines for Vets and to learn more about URC
Sunday School.
Linda Hayes
Sunday School Coordinator
Above: Heidi Schultheis decorates her gingerbread house.

Youth Group News

Habitat for Humanity would be impressed! There
was a lot of house-building going on in our
Fellowship Hall December 15th. Okay, maybe not
that impressed since a few houses did collapse, but
that was all part of the fun and fellowship. On that
snowy Friday, we had 16 church members and
friends spending the evening together. We shared
stories as we built and decorated our Gingerbread
houses and enjoyed the talented pianist, Joseph
Sapone, as he entertained us with his playing of
some of our favorite Christmas songs. We hope
you will come and join us at our next fellowship
time on January 19th (see back cover).

As we entered the Christmas Season, the United
Reformed Church youth group participated in
community activities that reflect our mission to
“Love All, Serve All”. On Saturday November 25th,
the youth group set up on the church front lawn to
greet everyone who had come out to enjoy
Somerville’s Holiday Jubilee events. The sanctuary
was open and a steady stream of people went inside
and listened to some members of the Raritan
Ringers practice songs for their upcoming concert.
The youth handed out free hot cocoa and
pamphlets that had information about the Advent
and Christmas events going on at United. The hot

Beth Cassidy
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Central Jersey
Twelfth Night
Boar’s Head Festival

Consistory Corner
Here are the most notable actions from the
December 26 meeting of the Consistory:
We nominated Elder Amy Stires and Deacons
Linda Hayes and Nancy Maggio for an
additional term on Consistory.
We nominated Elder John M Colligas to serve as
Vice-President.
We noted the upcoming MLK Day Celebration,
and encourage all to volunteer to help, and
to attend the celebration at 4:00 p.m. on
January 14, here at United.

It's Here! Time to Revel in the 12 days of Christmas!
The annual production of the Central Jersey Twelfth
Night Boar's Head Festival is set for Sunday,
January 7th at 4:00 p.m. Doors will open at 3:00
p.m.
Ushers will be ready to welcome you to the
feast the Lord and Ladye have prepared for their
guests. There will be new additions to this year's
Festival so please plan on attending. A reception
will follow in Fellowship Hall.

We received the report from the A & F Commission, which has worked hard to pull together an anticipated budget gap for 2018.
We authorized the publication of a letter
strongly encouraging every member of the
congregation to be present at the annual
Congregational Meeting on Sunday,
January 28, 2018 after worship.
We celebrated the work of the Youth Group and
the Outreach Committee for excellent work
and leadership of the congregation in
“loving and serving all” in the last few
months.

Donations Requested
The Twelfth Night Committee will be happy to
receive your donations for the after-performance
reception of cookies and/or bars on Saturday,
January 6th or on Sunday morning, January 7th.
Cheese and crackers and fruit plates would also be
welcome. If you have any questions, please speak
with Nancy Maggio or Michelle Davis. Thank you!

Joys and Concerns
John and Beverly Colligas welcomed a new
grandson, Cameron Alexander Whalen, born
December 11, 2017.

Larry Carey and Linda Hayes
Festival Co-Chairs

Jane Huck had knee replacement surgery on
December 18th and is recouperating at home.

Women’s Book Club

Chris Parenti continues to recuperate at CareOne
in Bound Brook.

The next meeting of the Women’s Book Club will
take place on Sunday, January 21st in the afternoon
(time TBA) in the lounge. This will be our book and
movie edition (reading the book and watching the
movie).
The book/movie we have chosen is
"Rebecca", by Daphne DuMaurier. Please look for
updates in the Sunday bulletins.
For more
information about the book selection or joining the
book club, please see Michelle Davis.

Joseph Burris, father of Bonnie, also had knee
replacement surgery (December 19) and is
recuperating.
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Then and Now

Food of the Month

By Jaclyn Barry and Jeanne Ginsberg

For the month of January the Food Bank would like
us to collect items from the Shop Rite can-can
sales, such as canned soups, vegetables, beans,
coffee, beef ravioli and tuna. You may put
donations in the shopping cart in Fellowship Hall
or you may place them in the basket in the office.
All donations help to stock the shelves of the Food
Bank Network of Somerset
County, which
distributes food every Saturday from Fellowship
Hall to those in need. Thank you in advance for
your contributions and generosity.

Our next participant in this youth group project is
Mrs. Jeanne Ginsberg. She is a retired senior citizen
who “has been blessed with many happy events” in
her life. She is well known in the church for baking
the communion bread every month. She has taken
the time to answer the following questions about
how things were when she was younger.
1) What do you think was the greatest
technology invention?
Mrs. Ginsberg: When I was 14 years old, color tv
was popular. I enjoyed being able to watch tv in
color.
Jaclyn: Probably smartphones. I can watch tv on my
iPhone. I can also talk to my friends where ever I
am.

Stay Warm During
The Arctic Chill With
Annette’s Portuguese Soup!

2) Did you go to your high school football
games?
Mrs. Ginsberg: No, I was not athletically inclined.
Jaclyn: No, I enjoy spending my time at home,

During a recent Fellowship Hour, our members
raved over a homemade soup provided by Annette
Janssen. Below is the recipe for all to make and
enjoy!

3) Who was famous and what were they famous
for?
Mrs. Ginsberg: Walt Disney since he is multigenerational. He was an astute business man who
brought joy to the old and young. I also enjoyed
watching re-runs of Shirley Temple.
Jaclyn: The Kardashians are famous today. They are
famous for modeling and having their own tv show.

(Serves 8)
6 cups chicken stock or canned broth
1 lb. smoked kielbasa sausage, diced
1 lb. boiling potatoes, peeled, diced
1 5 1/4 oz. can kidney beans
2 14 1/14 oz. can diced tomatoes
3 1/2 medium head green cabbage, coarsely
chopped
1 large carrot, diced
1/2 green bell pepper, diced
3 garlic cloves, minced

4) What kind of music did you listen to?
Mrs. Ginsberg: Around the 1950s and 1960s, Ricky
Nelson, Gene Pitley, Chubby Checker and Elvis
Presley were popular. I listened to them on a 9 volt
radio or record player.
Jaclyn: I listen to country, mostly Carrie
Underwood, Rascal Flatts, Jake Owen and Sam
Hunt.
5) As a child, did you take any family vacations?
Mrs. Ginsberg: As a little girl, I went to Maine to
see my father’s cousin. I was told I ate lobster at age
2 and it has been my favorite ever since.
Jaclyn: Every summer, my family (grandparents,
aunts/uncles and cousins) all take a trip to
Manasquan Beach for a week.

Combine all ingredients in a large pot. Bring to
boil, stirring occasionally, about 2 hours. Season
with pepper. (Can be prepared 2 days ahead;
refrigerate. Rewarm before serving.
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Sunday Servers For January
Date
1/7
1/14

Ushers
Gary Spratt
Clarence Brunner
Mark Cannizzo
Michelle Davis

Fellowship
Hour
Parish Life
Sundae Sunday
Fran Wise,
Lyn Van Gorder
Annette Janssen

Altar Guild
Fran Wise
Sandy Dibble

Counters

Lay Reader

Tom Dibble
Michelle Lane
Fran Wise
Michelle Lane

John M. Colligas
Annette Janssen

1/21

Lyn Van Gorder
Lorraine Malonza

Open
Can you host?

Alice
Gunzelman

Bev Colligas
Michelle Lane

Michelle Davis

1/28

Howard & Cynthia
Wagner

Alice Gunzelman
Barbara Schwarz

Michelle Davis

Bill Everett
Michelle Lane

Steve Rus

Scripture Passages

Birthdays and
Anniversaries
Birthdays
Jan. 3
Jan. 7
Jan. 9
Jan. 13
Jan. 16
Jan. 17
Jan. 20

January 7, First Sunday after the Epiphany
Genesis 1:1-5
Psalm 29
Acts 10:1-7
Mark 1:4-11
January 14, Second Sunday after the Epiphany
1 Samuel 3:1-10
Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18
1 Corinthians 6:12-20
John 1:43-51
January 21, Third Sunday after the Epiphany
Jonah 3:1-5, 10
Psalm 62:5-12
1 Corinthians 7:29-31
Mark 1:14-20
January 28, Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany
Deuteronomy 18:15-20
Psalm 111
1 Corinthians 8:1-13
Mark 1:21-28

InTouch is produced by
Lori Herpen, Administrative Assistant
Deadline for the February Issue is
January 22, 2018
Please submit articles, news and photos to:
admin@urcsomerville.org
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Jan. 25
Jan. 28

Teresa Fanti
James Barry
Clarence Brunner
Emma Janssen
Christopher Wagner
Bonnie Burris
Inge Gurke
Carol Lane
Sylvia Anderson
Ava Davis

Anniversaries
Jan. 1
Jan. 23

Paul & Annette Janssen
Ted & Sandy Yohn

Join us on Friday, January 19th, as we enjoy a pizza and movie night!
The evening will start off in Fellowship Hall with hot pizza and soda from Central Pizzeria. We will then
move to the lounge to watch the movie, “My Sister’s Keeper”. This is a story of Anna, who looks to earn
medical emancipation from her parents who until now have relied on their youngest child to help their
leukemia-stricken daughter, Kate remain alive. We hope to see you at the movies!

Date: Friday January 19th, 6:00 p.m.
Cost: $5 per person
To RSVP, call the church office (908) 725-4545 by Wednesday January 17, 2018

United Reformed Church
100 W. Main St.
Somerville, NJ 08876

Love All - Serve All
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