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Follow Us On Facebook! 

facebook/unitedsomerville 
 

          Somerville STRONG:  
Supporting The Rise Of the Next Generations 

 

That’s the acronym behind a grant that the Consistory has         
approved to send to the new Foundation established by the Classis 
of Delaware-Raritan. But it’s more than that. 

STRONG is an orientation for new life in our congregation. 

Walk by the church some Friday evening during the summer. Or 
any time there is a “major event” in downtown Somerville. Count 
strollers. Count 20- and 30- somethings coming to Somerville to 
live – some for just a while, but some who are settling into the 
neighborhoods. They are looking to establish a good life here. 
They are where many long-term residents were 30, 40, 50 years 
ago. 

And that means they are looking for roots, for safe places for    
family, for help in raising their children well, and for beauty and 
joy beyond the work-a-day world. They are becoming the movers 
and shakers of the next generation. 

We are asking the Classis Foundation to help support us as we 
think about what the influx of younger people into Somerville will 
mean for us. In what ways can we support them as they make the 
transition from youth to adulthood? In what ways can they        
reshape us as we make the transition from an older to a younger 
congregation? Hopefully we will receive the grant, for which we 
have applied, and we will be able to discern a way forward that 
sees a stronger generation and a stronger United Reformed 
Church! 

Rev. Paul G. Janssen 
Pastor 

 
 

Chill with Us this 
Summer! 

For the summer,  
worship takes place in  

Fellowship Hall  
so that we may enjoy the  

air conditioning.  
                                             As always, all are welcome!  

                                                 Sundays at 10:00 a.m. 
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Kelly Barry 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kelly Barry, daughter of Carol and Jim Barry,      
graduated from Somerville High School and was 
awarded the Meghan Rose Bradley Scholarship for 
field hockey.  Kelly will attend Kean University in 
the fall with plans to obtain a degree in biology with 
an occupational therapy concentration.  

  

Jazzy Bickar 

Jazzy Bickar,    
granddaughter of 

Sharon & Jim 
Thompson,        

graduated 8th 
grade at River    

Valley Waldorf 
School and will  

attend Palisades 
High School in          

Pennsylvania in  
the fall.   

 

Sam Bucek 
 

Sam Bucek, grandson of Jean Barber-Bucek         
graduated from the College of New Jersey and     
received a Bachelor of Science degree.  

 
 
 

 
Evan Douglas Buchanan 

 

Evan Douglas Buchanan, grandson of Diny          
Buchanan graduated from St. Joseph’s University 
with a Bachelor of Science degree in pharmaceutical 
marketing.  Evan plans to join the workplace in the 
fall with a logistics firm.   
 

Matthew Steven Bumstead 
 

Matthew Steven Bumstead, grandson of Wayne and 
Beverly Stevens, graduated from Cornell University 
and received a Bachelor of Arts degree in            
Economics and is a member of the Alpha Lamba 
Delta National Honor Society.  Matthew is currently 
working and living in New York City.  

 
Tara Rose Cassidy 

 

Tara Rose Cassidy received her Doctorate in     
Physical Therapy from Quinnipiac University.  She 
has just finish her last internship at EXOS in    
Phoenix, Arizona where she worked with              
professional athletics providing performance     
physical therapy.  Tara Rose is moving to Virginia in    
July.  She will be  the head coach for the cross  
country team for a local high school as she studies 
for her PT licensing examination.  
 

Ariel Elizabeth 
Gunzelman 

 
Ariel Elizabeth       
Gunzelman,  grand-
daughter of Alice and 
Roy Gunzelman,       
graduated as                
Valedictorian with a   
perfect 4.o GPA, from 
Portsmouth Christian 
High School in         
Portsmouth, Virginia.  
Ariel plans to attend  
Mississippi State         
University in the fall    
and eventually become    
a veterinarian.  
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Caleb Kerestes 

Caleb Kerestes, grandson of Fran Wise, graduated 
Kindergarten at Immaculate Conception School and 
will start first grade in the fall.   

 

Garret Ryan Lewis 

Garret Ryan Lewis, grandson of Diny Buchanan, 
graduated from Hunterdon Central PolyTech and 
Hunterdon Central High School. He received his 
high school diploma and also graduated from      
PolyTech in Energy Technologies with an award for 
Student of the Year. Garret will enter PolyTech in 
the fall to obtain his electricians license in four 
years.  

 

Alex Rosen 

Alex Rosen, grandson of Jean Barber-Bucek,       
graduated from Boston University and received a 
Bachelor of Arts degree.   

 

Thomas Scharnikow 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thomas Scharnikow, nephew of Lori Herpen,    
graduated from Widener University and received a 
Bachelor of Science degree in  Finance.  Tom was 
the starting catcher for the baseball team, which 
made it to the first round of the MAC                 
Commonwealth Tournament.  He currently works 
at the Neshanic  Valley Golf Course and will begin a 
full-time position at Roche in mid-July.   

 

 

Alexandria Stires 

Alexandria Stires, daughter of Amy and Craig Stires, 
graduated from Quinnipiac University and received 
a Bachelor of Science degree in Health Science.  She 
plans to attend Quinnipiac University in the fall to 
obtain a Masters degree in Occupational Therapy.   

 

Heather Stires 

Heather Stires, daughter of Amy and Craig Stires 
graduated from Bridgewater-Raritan High School 
and received a high school diploma and was    
awarded the Panther Athletic Club Scholarship.  
Heather plans to attend Lehigh University in the 
fall.  

Congratulations to All! 

Congratulations to all of our 2019 graduates. We   
are very proud of your hard work and                    
accomplishments. May God bless your future       
endeavors.   

 

 

 

Third Reformed Church  
of Raritan  

Scholarship Recipient 

This year’s recipient of the  
Third Reformed Church of Raritan Scholarship is  

Lauryn Feinstein 
 

Dear Rev. Janssen and Members, 

Thank you so much for recognizing me during the 
senior awards ceremony of Bridgewater-Raritan 
High School. I truly appreciate the church’s gener-
osity. I promise to make you proud at the           
University of Pittsburgh. 

Sincerely, 
Lauryn Feinstein 
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Parish the Thought 

Greta Thunberg is the 16-year-old Swedish woman 
who initiated a nationwide student strike to prompt 
governmental action in regard to climate change. 
Regardless of what one thinks about climate 
change, the ending of her TED talk on the subject is 
worth thinking about for any organization that is 
facing difficult times. 

   “We do need hope, of course we do. But the one 
thing we need more than hope is action. Once we 
start to act, hope is everywhere. So instead of looking 
for hope, look for action. Then, and only then, hope 
will come.” 

   Before you rush to the next thought, think about 
that for a second. (I’ll wait.) 

   How does it apply to our church family? From 
where I sit I hear of your deep hopes for our 
church’s life and future. And hopes are good. But 
even the best hopes don’t bring their own fulfill-
ment. A musician who hopes to wow an audience 
had better alter her schedule and practice more if 
she wants her hopes to be realized. As I used to tell 
my children, “Tomorrow is made of today.” 

   So, if you were to get specific about the content of 
your hopes for the church, you would then need to 
develop action steps. And if what you hope for the 
church isn’t happening now, then your action steps 
will involve change. 

 And that’s where things get dicey, don’t they? Be-
cause while people do like change, they don’t gen-
erally like the loss that change brings with it. (I like 
the way my children have changed into mature 
adults; I lament the loss of the delightful innocence 
of 6-year-olds.) You might hope for a church with a 
lot more younger families in it – but if what they 
are looking for in a church isn’t what you are look-
ing for . . . well, what then? 

    “Instead of looking for hope, look for action. 
Then, and only then, hope will come.” 

    Hope is easy. Action is difficult. We’re going to 
try an action this summer. A couple of times we’re 
going to have a Sunday worship service that’s a bit 
different from what we’re accustomed to. (The plan 
is to try this out in the summer, and to do it per-
haps 3 times during the church’s program year.) 
There will be a bit more lay involvement, and music 
will be arranged a bit differently. Most of what we  

 

already do, we’ll still do, but we’ll look for more two
-way communication during the service than just 
“the preacher tells you….” 

   Will this action be jarring to you? Well, that de-
pends not just on what specific changes are made, 
but also on your level of tolerance for alteration, 
and on your ability to set aside personal preference 
for the sake of the possibility of seeing hopes come 
to fruition. 

   So, come as you would each Sunday, but on those 
“different” Sundays, please be sure to respond to 
what works and doesn’t work for you. The Worship 
Committee’s ears are open, as are mine. Working 
together, we intend to take the actions that will 
work best to fulfill not just our hopes for our 
church, but God’s hopes for our life together. 

Rev. Paul G. Janssen 
Pastor 

 

Consistory Corner 
 
At its June meeting, the Consistory took the        
following actions; 

• we heard the request of a delegation from 
VilleFest to use our facilities for screening two films 
in October; 

• we discussed the state of the denomination   
following the General Synod meeting in June; 

• we continued work on a process to face the near
-term challenges of the church; and 

• we reaffirmed our application of a grant        
proposal to the Classis of Delaware-Raritan       
Foundation (see front page).   
 
As always, we covet your prayers and support as we 
do our best to navigate the difficult waters in which 
all churches are sailing these days.  
 
The next meeting of the consistory will take place 
on Tuesday, July 23rd at 7:15 p.m. in the church 
lounge.  
 

Fourth of July Weekend 
 
The church office will be closed on Thursday, July 
4th and Friday, July 5th.  We hope everyone has a 
safe and blessed Independence Day.   



A Special Thank You 
 
I want to thank our church family for being        
supportive, comforting, and caring during this   
difficult time for Doug and me.  I am grateful for 
Pastor Paul’s visits and for welcoming Pastor Steve 
Eckert and the South Branch Reformed Church 
congregation to hold Charley’s memorial service at 
United.  I have been overwhelmed with thoughtful 
cards and notes, as well as “just checking on you” 
phone calls and emails.  I am especially grateful for 
all those who helped with the repast – baking     
delicious goodies, setting up the room, serving and/
or cleaning up, but especially Lyn VanGorder who 
did not hesitate to say “yes” when asked to oversee 
the repast.   
 

Doug and I are truly blessed to be a part of United’s 
church family.  We are grateful for your prayers, 
love, and thoughtfulness at this very sad time for 
us.      

Jane Huck 
 

Food of the Month and  
Shark Week 

 

For the month of July, we are collecting peanut  
butter and jelly (almond butter, jams, etc.).  
 

This month, we are also celebrating “Shark Week” 
with a week-long collection of canned tuna, from 
July 28th to August 4th.  Every year in July, the  
Discovery Channel celebrates sharks with several 
hours of programming focused on everything about 
these amazing creatures of the sea.  Since sharks 
love tuna and food banks do too for its high       
content of protein,  many organizations have made 
this a popular summertime  food drive.  Let’s take a 
bite out of hunger and see how many cans of tuna 
we can collect in one week!  All donations will be 
split between the Food Bank Network of Somerset 
County and the Samaritan Homeless Interim     
Program (SHIP).   

 
July 28 - August 4 
Canned tuna can be 
dropped off on both 

Sundays in Fellowship 
Hall or brought to the 
church office during    

the week.   
                                             Thank you  

                                                 for your support! 

Welcome  
Safe+Sound Somerset’s  

SPEAK Leadership Camp 
 
From July 29th through August 2nd, URC will be 
host Safe+Sound Somerset’s 3rd Annual SPEAK 
Leadership Camp in Fellowship Hall. 
 
The SPEAK Leadership Camp presented by 
Safe+Sound Somerset aims to provide high school 
students with tools to address bullying, dating    
violence, and to build an environment that  fosters 
healthy relationships. Students will practice and 
fine-tune peer leadership skills while working     
collaboratively to complete a final showcase       
project. It also gives students the opportunity to 
earn up to 30 hours of community service!    Camps 
are provided at no cost to students. 
 
Safe+Sound Somerset’s mission is to empower    
survivors of domestic abuse and engage the      
community to break the cycle of violence.           
Domestic abuse is a pattern of incidents of          
controlling, threatening, degrading and violent  
behavior by a partner. It is very common and 
comes in all forms, such as, emotional, physical, 
sexual, and financial abuse. If you know of someone 
in need of help, there is a 24-hour hotline available: 
1-866-685-1122.  Free, confidential counseling and 
support groups are available, as well as a safe house 
for those in need of immediate safety.   
 

The Book Club on Main 
Our book club has a new name, so that all       
members and friends may feel welcome to          
participate! The next gathering will take place on 
Thursday, August 8th at 7:00 p.m.  Sandy Dibble 
will host at her new apartment. The current book 
selection is “19 Minutes” by Jodi Picoult.  There are 
a few copies of the book available in the church 
office, if you need a copy.   
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Scripture Passages 
 

July 7:  Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
2 Kings 5:1-12   Psalm 30 
Galatians 6:(1-6) 7-16  Luke 10:1-11 
 

July 14:  Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 
Amos 7:7-17   Psalm 82 
Colossians 1:1-14  Luke 10:25-37 
 

July 21:  Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 
Amos 8:1-12   Psalm 52 
Colossians 1:15-28  Luke 10:38-42 
 
July 28: Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 
Hosea 1:2-10   Psalm 85 
Colossians 2:6-15 (16-19) Luke 11:1-13 
IB 

 
 

Date Ushers/ 
Greeter 

Fellowship 
Hour 

Altar Guild Counters Lay Reader/ 

7/7 Michelle Davis 
Nancy Maggio 
 

Parish Life 
Sundae Sunday 

Alice  
Gunzelman 

Jim Phillips 
Sue Elgard 

John M.  
Colligas 

7/14 Jocelyn Eckardt 
Jane Huck 
 

Fran Wise  
Lyn Van Gorder 
Annette Janssen 

Sandy Dibble Kathy Phillips  
Bill Everett 

Heather Stires 

7/21 Mark Cannizzo 
Jim Phillips 
 

Open:  Can you 
host?   

Michelle Davis Mark Cannizzo 
Mary Ann Ferrante 

Tom Hayes 

7/28 Steve Rus 
Michelle Davis 
 

Alice Gunzelman  
Barbara Schwarz 

Mark Cannizzo Jim Phillips 
Diny Buchanan 

Sandy Dibble 

     Sunday Servers For July 

Birthdays and 
 Anniversaries 

 

Birthdays 

July 1  Samantha Yohn 
July 2  Carlos Lopez 
July 3  Douglas Holcombe 
July 8  Catherine Fallet 
July 9  Caitlin Barry 
July 10  Craig Stires 
July 18  Chris Burke 
July 19  John A. North 
July 21  Nicholas Stires 
July 22  Paul Dickey 
July 24  Art Goldsworthy 
July 25  Paul Janssen 
July 27  Mary Ann Ferrante,  
  Alice Gunzelman, Sandy Yohn 
July 28  Nigel Lane, Jayden Scott 
July 29  Sue Elgard 
July 30  Aija Banks 
 

Anniversaries 
 

July 13  Cliff & Diane Nagle 
July 28  Jim & Kathy Phillips 
July 29  Arlyn & Claire Rus 
 

InTouch is produced by  
Lori Herpen, Administrative Assistant 

Deadline for the July Issue is 
July 22, 2019 

Please submit articles, news and photos to:  
admin@urcsomerville.org 
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United Reformed Church  
100 W. Main St. 
Somerville, NJ 08876 
 

 
 
 

Love All - Serve All 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Look for details to come on the dates below 

in future issues of InTouch and the  
Sunday bulletins! 

 

Tuesday, August 6 

Somerville National Night Out 
 

Sunday, August 11 
Hawaiian Shirt Sunday 

 
Sunday, September 8 

Sunday School Resumes 
 

Sunday, October 20 
CROP Hunger Walk 

 

 

Pizza, Movie & Concert 
Thursday, August 1st 

 

Join several “dead heads” and classic rock fans from 
our congregation for a screening of a full Grateful 
Dead concert from June 17, 1991 at Giants Stadium.  
This concert is considered one of the greatest shows of 
the band’s final decade of performing and includes 
classic favorites such as “Truckin”, “Uncle John’s 
Band”, “Eyes of the World” and a cover of “The 
Weight”.  This is a one-time event playing at cinemas 
around the world.  The screening will take place at the 
Manville Cinema on August 1st at 7:00 p.m.  Tickets 
are $15 per person. The cinema is located at: 180 N. 
Main St., Manville.  

We will meet beforehand at 6:00 p.m. at Frank’s     
Pizza, located in the Walmart Plaza near the  cinema.   

If you’d like to attend, please RSVP to the church 
office by Friday, July 12th, so that we can purchase tick-
ets before they sell out.   


