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General Synod to Meet 
June 6 through 11 

 
The General Synod meeting of 2019 will likely go 
down in history as one of a few critical moments in 
the history of the 391-year-old Reformed Church in 
America.  
 
At last year’s meeting a Task Force was commissioned to explore 
at least three scenarios for the future of the RCA. Briefly, the three 
scenarios are as follows: 
• Stay as we are, and struggle through the divisions we now face 

over matters of human sexuality, race, and gender. 
• Divide into a few ‘mini-synods’ that are arranged on the basis 

of theological affinities rather than on the basis of geography. 
• Provide a framework for congregations that are on the         

extremes to leave the denomination graciously if they choose 
to do so. 

 

(More detailed information can be found at: 
 rca.org/news/vision-2020-team-present-scenarios-general-synod 
 

How have we come to this point in our life together? The RCA has 
always been a diverse denomination. (Our own Rev. Frelinghuysen 
in the 1700’s was an early firebrand who wanted the denomination 
to be much more rigorous in matters of personal morality.) Until 
recently the matters over which the denomination faces a crisis 
have been dealt with at more local levels – Boards of Elders, and 
Classes. Over the past 50 years, however, the desire has steadily 
grown for a more singular, centralized interpretation of the     
Scriptures. Well-meaning Christians on all sides of the presenting 
issues have more and more loudly proclaimed, “It’s our way or the 
highway.” So, here we are – sadly, nearly as polarized as the secu-
lar sphere. 
 

Please keep the General Synod in your prayers! A final report on a 
way forward is not expected until June 2020. You can always keep 
up-to-date on denominational matters at rca.org, or pick up a copy 
of RCA Today in the church office. 

Rev. Paul G Janssen 
Pastor 
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Parish the Thought 

 

 I have seen life where life ought not be. 

The walls of craters formed by continental drift, 
once barren but now greened over and filled at the 
bottom from underground springs to form lakes (or 
ponds, I can never remember which), are strewn 
with massive granite boulders. That stuff your 
countertops are made of seems the unlikeliest of 
spots for trees to take root and grow, but grow they 
do. Years ago when we owned a cottage in Maine, 
the steep slope down to the lake boasted dozens of 
such holy monoliths, chapels each and all, where 
once a seed pod from a swaying tree had fallen and 
landed on just enough composted organic matter to 
moisten them so they could break open and send 
down roots. The roots spread their way around the 
outside of the boulder, like so.   

 

I recall the first time I came across what is surely an 
ordinary forest miracle. I scratched my head and 
thought, “well, how about that!” 

Not much of an insightful observation, but how 
about that, indeed. 

How about life taking root where no one would  
expect it to – as it may, by force of God’s grace, take 
root in a congregation that some have written of as 
being slated to go the way of all flesh. 

How about the seed that had no say in the matter, 
but simply by being what it was, grew – as may well 
happen in a congregation that, not so much by 
pluck or program but by being what it is (the     
supple, expectant people of God), may grow as God 
intends? 

How about the patience of those roots, inching 
their way to the source that by capillary action will 
send nourishment up into the heart and meat and 
bark; limb, branch, and leaf until the trees clapped 
their hands to delight their Maker- as could         

certainly happen as we seek nourishment in prayer, 
from the Scriptures, with the community of faith. 

 Life happens. I guess I’m not much of a pessimist; 
not when I’ve seen life where it ought not be. Not 
just in boulders and birches, but in relationships 
reconciled, in sorry souls saved, in congregations 
reclaimed for the glory of God.    

I’ve seen resurrections – stones, if not rolled away, 
then grown around. I’ve seen life where life ought 
not be. 

Have you? 

Can you see it here, in our little congregation? As 
God draws near by grace, as we open ourselves to 
the Spirit’s massage, as we reach down deep for the 
treasure of God’s kingdom – can you see life hap-
pening? 

I hope you can. I can. “If it seems slow, wait for it,” 
said the prophet Habakkuk. Trees don’t grow over-
night. Churches don’t turn around in an instant. 
But they do turn around, and life happens: imper-
ceptibly, implausibly, delightfully, and in the end, 
astonishingly. 

Some years from now,  you’ll be thinking about 
what has happened at United and you’ll say, “well 
how about that!” Because you will see – new life is 
happening, right now, where some say it ought not 
be.  

 
Rev. Paul G. Janssen 

Pastor 
 

Graduation Announcements 
Wanted!  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Our July issue of InTouch will include graduation 
announcements.  All are welcome to acknowledge 
family members and friends. Please fill out the   
enclosed form and return it to the church office by 
June 21st.  Forms are also available in the church 
office.  Feel free to send photos!  If you need       
assistance with submissions, please call the church 
office.   
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Dinner Club  

May Review  
On Wednesday, May 15th, hungry soles came to 
check out the newly opened De Martino. The decor 
was fresh and new and so was the menu. Although 
it was the same chef as the former Martino’s, the 
spread was updated and elevated.  Of course, the 
plantains were included in most of the meals along 
with the signature Cuban spices.  If you didn’t get a 
chance to go with the dinner club,  De Martino is a 
restaurant worth checking out.  

 

June Gathering  
Casa Luna has such great reviews, but it is still a  
restaurant that I have never been to.  If you are like 
me, and never had a chance to check out this great 
Somerville favorite, this is your chance.  The menu 
includes salads, ribs, tacos and quesadillas and  
combination platters.  It is a place where you can 
just snack on a nacho platter or have a full meal.  
Come and join us for a little fiesta and fellowship. 
 

We have just one more dinner out before the    sum-
mer break so come and check this very popular 
church activity.  But do not worry, during the    
summer months, we will still have a chance to   
gather to share a meal together.  Look for a change 
of day from WEDNESDAY to SUNDAY for July and 
August.  If you would like to host and select the 
next restaurant for our Dinner Club in September, 
contact Beth Cassidy. Below is the information for 
June Dinner Club meeting: 
 

Meeting at:  Casa Luna  
Located at:  30 South Doughty Ave., Somerville 

Somerville, NJ 
Date: Wednesday, June 12, 2019 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Everyone will be responsible for his or her own 
meal, tax and gratuity. Please call or email the 
church by Monday, May 6th, so we can call ahead to 
reserve a table.   If you would to attend but need a 
ride, please contact Beth Cassidy or the church 
office.    

Beth Cassidy 
Activities Coordinator 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Fathers Day Weekend  
Yard Sale  

at Cindy Mendelson’s House,  
13 Riviera Drive, Somerville 

 Friday, June 14 & Saturday, June 15 
8:00 a.m.  No Early Birds Please! 

Lawn/garden and snow equipment and 
tools.  Bicycle and golf equipment.  Household 
tools and other items.  Luggage and card       
tables.  Things for Mom too!  This is a joint 
effort held by the Mendelson and Parenti    
families.   

 

Women’s Book Circle 

 
 

 

 

 

The next meeting of the Women’s Book Circle will 
take place on Wednesday, June 12th at 7:00 p.m., in 
the church lounge and will be hosted by Jocelyn 
Eckardt.  The current book selection is “Still Life” by 
Louise Penny.  You are responsible for  obtaining 
your own copy.  If you would like more                 
information, please see Nancy Maggio or contact 
the church office.   

 

Food of the Month 

For the month of June, we are collecting pasta and 
spaghetti sauces.  All donations benefit the Food 
Bank Network of Somerset County.  Many thanks to    
everyone for bringing in items on a regular basis, as 
we help provide food to our neighbors in need.   
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Williamson Scholarship 
Awarded 

 
On Sunday, May 12th, the Williamson Scholarship 
was presented to two young women who are        
well-known and well-loved by everyone in the    
congregation: Heather Stires and Kelly Barry. It was 
such a joy for me to bestow this honor to these two 
outstanding young people. The Williamson     
Scholarship fund is awarded to high school seniors 
that are members of URC and are accepted to a 
RCA college or other institute of higher learning.  
Eligible students must faithfully attend church and 
have actively participated in at least four church 
related activities each year during high school. 
 

These young ladies have proven themselves to be 
loving, giving and charitable members of our     
congregation. All of you would agree that they are 
ever present and we see their smiling faces all the 
time.  But I don’t think you could guess how many 
hours of service they have provided to our church.  
These students have participated in the bell choir 
all through high school, they have ushered and 
helped in our nursery, they volunteer for our      
hospitality tents, church luncheons, coffee hour, 
family fun nights and the Stars and Promises      
concert.  Both of them have helped with many, 
many Sunday School projects such as Valentines for 
vets, assembling Thanksgiving baskets for shut-ins 
and toiletry bags for the food bank. In addition, 
Heather has been a lay reader for us many times, 
she has helped with Ship’s Galley and served on the 
Search Committee for our new Music Director 
while Kelly has been in our Christmas pageant and 
Twelfth Night Festival every year and also partici-
pates in cleaning, organizing and beautifying our 
church. Can you guess how many hours of service 
they have provided? My estimation, based on the 
information they provided, is close to 500 hours of 
time spent in selfless giving to our church.  
 

Heather has also had a busy schedule at         
Bridgewater-Raritan high school playing field   
hockey, basketball and lacrosse. She was captain of 
her lacrosse team and has played on a travel        
lacrosse team. This year, Heather participated in a 
high school PE program where she helped a student 
with special needs during gym class.  Heather will 
be attending Lehigh University in the fall to study 
Biomedical Engineering. 
 
 

Kelly, besides being active at URC, has played field 
hockey for four years and has a part time job at a 
restaurant in town. Kelly will be attending Kean 
University in the fall and continue her life of giving 
and serving as she studies to become an               
Occupational Therapist. 
 

Now I would just like to add some personal         
insights into these two honorees. 
 

I have only recently gotten to know Heather 
through our work together on the Search          
Committee, but I have enjoyed every moment I 
spent with her. Not many high schoolers would 
want to serve on a committee with us older folks, 
let alone have the confidence to speak their mind.  I 
am pretty sure Heather has gained that confidence 
from her many, many hours playing sports. But 
what came as a surprise to me was how spot on she 
was in her assessments of the applicants and their 
personalities.  She saw beyond the obvious and was 
able to observe, assess and be empathetic about all 
of them.  This is a gift and I was so glad to know 
that she possessed such insight. Heather also has a 
marvelously dry sense of humor which I thoroughly 
appreciate!  I hope she uses all of her gifts in her life 
at college and beyond.  
 

Jocelyn Eckardt 
Scholarship Committee 

 
 
On May 12th, I received the Williamson Scholarship. 
I would like to thank the consistory and                 
congregation for your support as I head off to      
Kean University. The scholarship money will be     
extremely helpful with my education. I will be       
pursuing a career in Occupational Therapy. 

Thank you, 
Kelly Barry 

 
Thank you so much for allowing me to receive the 
Williamson Scholarship. I love everyone in the 
church like they are my second family. I will miss 
URC and all of the members next year as I go off to 
continue my education at Lehigh. I will work hard to 
make everyone proud since each person did their part 
to help raise me!  
 

Thank you, 
Heather Stires  



Above: Presentation of the Williamson Scholarship on 
May 12th (Heather Stires, Jocelyn Eckardt and Kelly    
Barry). 

 
CROP Walk to Celebrate  

45 Years! 
 
This year will mark our 45th anniversary of hosting 
the Central Somerset CROP Hunger Walk.  Since 
this is a special occasion, we’d like to start planning 
early.  We are seeking a few extra volunteers to 
help get the word out.  Please consider donating 
some of your time to this very important cause.  If 
you have any questions or would like more          
information, please feel free to contact me.   
 

Mark Cannizzo 
URC Walk Coordinator 

 
Other Reformed Church 

Happenings  
 

Blawenburg Reformed Church  
Blue Pomegranate Local Art & Live Music 

Thursday, June 20  
7:00 to 9:30 p.m. 

Location: 424 Rt. 518, Blawenburg 
Music: The Woe Nellies 

Art: Marissa Blossom, Angry Nimbus Woodcraft 
Lynn Ebeling, Pottery 

Admission is free, donations encouraged 
 

 
 

Consistory Corner 
 

At the time of printing this issue of InTouch, the 
May Consistory meeting had not yet taken place.  A 
brief report on actions taken by the consistory at 
their May meeting will be published in the July    
issue.    
 

SHIP’S Galley II Summer 
Schedule 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SHIP’s Galley II, The Tuesday/Thursday Soup   
kitchen that takes place in Fellowship Hall, will be 
closed during the summer (June through Labor 
Day).  Instead, picnic style lunches will be served at 
“Tic Tock’s Grove”, a picnic area located on SHIP’s     
premises at 87 East High Street.   
 

If you would like to make a donation to SHIP of  
picnic essentials, the following list includes items 
that are always appreciated;  
 
• Hamburgers (pre cooked) and hotdogs, (boiled) 

• Sausage & peppers (pre cooked and ready to be 

served or heated & served) 

• Sandwiches (25 to 50) 

• Baked beans, corn on the cob 

• Chips & pretzels / dips 

• Green salads / side salads 

• Potato salad, macaroni salad, etc. 

• Fresh fruit / watermelon 

• Cookies, cakes, pies and brownies 

• Soda and other beverages 

• Paper goods & supplies 

5 



6 

 

 
 

 

 

 



7 

Scripture Passages 
 

June 2:  Seventh Sunday of Easter 
Acts 16:16-34    Psalm 97 
Revelation 22:12-14  John 17:20-26 
 
June 9:  Pentecost 
Acts 2:1-21   Psalm 104:24-34, 35b 
Romans 8:14-17  John 14:8-17 
 

June 16:  First Sunday after Pentecost 
Proverbs 8:1-4   Psalm 8 
Romans 5:1-5   John 16:12-15 
 

June 23:  Second Sunday after Pentecost 
1 Kings 19:1-4   Psalm 42-43 
Galatians 3:23-29  Luke 8:26-39 
 
June 30: Third Sunday after Pentecost 
2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14  Psalm 77:1-2, 11-20 
Galatians 5:1, 13-25  Luke 9:51-62 
 
 

Date Ushers/ 
Greeter 

Fellowship 
Hour 

Altar Guild Counters Lay Reader/ 

6/2 Wayne & Bev  
Stevens 
G: Beth Cassidy 

Parish Life 
Sundae Sunday 

Michelle Davis Mark Cannizzo 
Sue Elgard 

Tom Hayes 

6/9 Lorraine Malonza 
Michelle Davis 
G: Diny Buchanan 

Fran Wise  
Lyn Van Gorder 
Annette Janssen 

Alice  
Gunzelman 

Jim Phillips  
Mary Ann Ferrante 

Sandy Dibble 

6/16 Len & Charlotte 
Marcinkowski 
G: Sue Elgard 
 

Open:  Can you 
host?   

Fran Wise Mark Cannizzo 
Jean Barber-Bucek 

Gary Spratt 

6/23 Sandy Dibble  
Carol Davis 
G: TBA 

Alice Gunzelman  
Barbara Schwarz 

Mark Cannizzo Jim Phillips 
Diny Buchanan 

Jim Phillips 

6/30 Gary Spratt 
Mark Cannizzo 
G: TBA 

Open:  Can you 
host?   

Sandy Dibble Mark Cannizzo 
Sandy Dibble 

Beth Cassidy 

     Sunday Servers For June 

Birthdays and 
 Anniversaries 

 

 

Birthdays 

June 1  Annette Janssen 
June 2  Alexandria Stires 
June 5  Shannon Cassidy, Angela Stires 
June 6  Cliff Nagle 
June 9  Kathy Phillips 
June 13  Connie Osinski, John M. Colligas 
June 21  Laurie Holcombe 
June 22 Madison Burris (First Birthday!)  
June 25  Emily Hayes 
June 27  Tara Rose Cassidy, Fran Wise 
June 28  Nancy Aliberto 
June 30  John Lane 
 
Anniversaries 
June 1  John & Michelle Lane 
June 11  Dan & Alleda Radziewicz 
June 14  Bill & Ellen Everett 
  Jim & Sharon Thompson 
June 20  Craig & Amy Stires 
June 21  Karl & Aija Banks  
 
 

 
 
 

InTouch is produced by  
Lori Herpen, Administrative Assistant 

Deadline for the July Issue is 
June 21, 2019 

Please submit articles, news and photos to:  
admin@urcsomerville.org 
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United Reformed Church  
100 W. Main St. 
Somerville, NJ 08876 
 

 
 
 

Love All - Serve All 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Beginning Sunday, June 9th 
worship will take place in  

Fellowship Hall  
for the summer, so that we may  

enjoy the air conditioning.  
As always, all are welcome!  

10:00 a.m. 
 

“He who gathers in summer is a son who acts wisely” 
(from Proverbs 10) 


