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United Reformed Church
“The Church on Main Street”
100 W. Main Street
Somerville, NJ 08876
Tel. (908) 725-4545
Fax: (908) 725-1950
Email: urcsomerville@optonline.net
www.urcsomervillenj.org

#urcsomerville
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m.
Rev. Paul G. Janssen
Follow Us On Facebook!
facebook/urcsomerville

Follow Our Love For
40 Days at 40 Locations
Beginning on Ash Wednesday and
throughout Lent, the pysanky egg
pictured to the right (with United’s
logo on it) will visit 40 locations in
Somerville and the surrounding area,
where it will be photographed and
posted on Facebook for our followers
to guess what local landmark it is at
each day. Along with each photo, there
will be clues given: a scripture passage
that offers a spiritual perspective on the
location along with a suggestion for
prayer.

Want to follow the fun, but don’t have a Facebook account? That’s
ok, you don’t need an account to view our business page, just visit;
facebook/urcsomerville and you can view the posts! We will also
post the photos from the week on Sundays in Fellowship Hall.

Ash Wednesday - March 1st
We will begin the Lenten season with our annual Ash
Wednesday potluck supper, followed by an informal service
including the imposition of ashes.
At 6:00 p.m., we will gather in Fellowship Hall for a tasty meal that
we've prepared for one another. Please bring a main dish or salad to
share. The service of word and sacrament around the cross will begin
in Fellowship Hall at 7:00 p.m.
We are pleased to welcome the Rev. Jeff Knol and guests from
Blawenburg Reformed Church to our service this year, so please
prepare to come, offer a word of welcome, and begin the
contemplative season of Lent together with new-found brothers and
sisters in Christ.
Please RSVP your attendance to the church office by Monday,
February 27th. Also, please let us know what you will be bringing, so
that we can plan accordingly. As always, all are welcome to attend.

other living creatures on this planet?” And, ultimately, “how will it make our society a better and
more humane place to live for all?”

Parish the Thought
I am writing this on February 23 (Lori

gave me
leeway on the deadline.) It is 52 degrees outside.
The temperature could well top out at 70 today. As
a friend of mine says, “this is so right . . . but at the
same time, so wrong.”

In days of heated rhetoric and echo-chamber conversations, let’s all make it a Lenten disciple to be
more contemplative and less bombastic; more compassionate and less cavalier; more committed to the
common good and less focused on “what feels good
to me.”
Peace
Rev. Paul G. Janssen
Pastor

I admit, it does feel good. The season of Spring
always comes as a bit of a wonder – brown grass
turns green; crocuses and daffodils splashily herald
the coming of warmer days; birds return to our
backyard aviary; peoples’ spirits just seem jauntier,
more alive, somehow, than when their bodies are
covered with heavy coats in muted tones. For us
who live in the northern hemisphere, Spring
coincides with Easter in a special way – “Now the
green blade riseth…love is come again like wheat
that riseth green.” You get the analogy: as Jesus
came forth from a tomb of death into the dawn of
Easter morning, so creation itself is unlocked from a
kind of death into floral splendor. (And the
sanctuary is filled with flowers on Easter Sunday.)

A Project For Lent
As mentioned in the February InTouch, we would
like to have as many people as possible participate
in the inscription of the gospel of Mark into a
scrapbook type notebook. The gospel has been
divided into 78 sections – some quite short, some
rather long. Those who choose to participate will be
given the passage, the citation, and a sheet of
instructions. Pages do not have to be artistic or
fancy, though they may be – the level of decoration
will be up to each individual writer. If you’d like
to participate, please contact Pastor Janssen at
paulgjanssen@verizon.net, or speak with him after
worship any Sunday. We hope to complete the
project by Palm Sunday, April 9th.

Still, this preternaturally early advent of Spring,
while good for me personally, isn’t good for
everyone. If indeed it is one symptom of climate
change and rising tides, then the warmth I enjoy
could be a harbinger of great hardship and tragedy
for millions. If increased temperature means that
this good earth needs more and more fresh water
for plants to survive, then will we still be a green
and blue planet, or will it become increasingly
brown and blue? (Desertification is nothing new.)
You get the point.
Weather changes may make a larger point. What
may be good for me might not be so good for
someone else. This seems true especially in the
sphere of politics. No matter what one’s position or
partisan identification, the fact is that one person’s
gain is often another person’s loss. And the person
who is gaining is no more worthy in God’s eyes than
the loser; and one who is losing is no more
righteous than the winner.

Do You Want to Join
United?
Have you been attending worship with
us and are interested in becoming a
member? We’ d love to have you as part
of our family!
Please contact Pastor Janssen or call Lori
in the church office to schedule new
member classes!

What this simple wisdom calls for is a determined
insistence to recognize (on a theoretical level) that
we are all members of the larger whole, and (on a
practical level) that we would all do well to listen
more closely to one another. Not just, “how will
such-and-such a change affect life for me?”, but
“how will it affect you?” Even, “how will it affect
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Sunday School
News

Boy Scouts Lenten Fish Fry
On Friday, March 3rd Boy Scout Troop 83 will host
their annual Lenten Fish Fry Dinner in Fellowship
Hall from 5 to 7 pm. Tickets are $15/Adults and
$14/Seniors. To purchase tickets, please contact the
church office. Take out is also available!

Many thanks to the
congregation for the
donations of toiletry
items.
On February
19th,
the
children
assembled a total of 91
toiletry bags, making this our largest toiletry
collection to date. This success is not possible
without all of you. The Food Bank Network of
Somerset County will be distributing the bags
during their weekly distribution, which takes place
every Saturday in Fellowship Hall.

BUNCO!
Bunco is back! Bunco is a popular game played with
dice and a whole lot of luck. It’s an easy game to
learn, and lends itself to socializing, meeting new
people, and catching up with friends. There will be
cash and other prizes.
Date: Friday March 10, 2017
Time: 6:30 pm
Location: Fellowship Hall
Cost: $5 per person

The kids will begin the next unit of study on March
5th, titled, "Let's Talk." This unit will take the kids
on a journey through Lent and they will learn
about all the symbols of Lent. Please check out our
Sunday School bulletin board in Fellowship Hall, as
it is continually updated. We are also happy to
announce our newest Sunday School member,
Brendan Doyle! He is a wonderful addition to our
Sunday School program.

Reserve your spot at a table by calling the church
office 908-725-4545. Please indicate if you will be
attending by Wednesday, February 22th. Feel free
to bring a friend. All are invited, age 12 years or
older. Dessert will be served!

Linda Hayes
Sunday School Coordinator

Easter Brass and Flowers
Our Easter service this year will include music by
the augmented Chancel Choir and our Easter brass
quartet. And, as Pastor Janssen pointed out in
Parish the Thought, the sanctuary will be graced
with beautiful Easter lilies and hydrangeas.
If you would like to make a monetary contribution
to our “Easter Brass” fund and help support this
special program, please send a check to the church
office with “Attn: Easter Brass”, in the memo line.
If you would like to sponsor a memorial or
celebration plant in a loved one’s name, please
complete the enclosed envelope and submit it along
with your check (in any amount) to the church
office. Thank you in advance for your generosity.
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5. World-changing worship.

News From the
Consistory

6. World-changing connections among members
of the congregation.

Hymnbook Fundraiser Update
Please see Pastor Janssen or any member of the
Consistory, if you have questions about the six
areas and we’ll be glad to have a conversation about
where we believe God is leading us.

As of the publication of this
InTouch, we have received gifts that account for
205 out of the 250 hymnbooks that we anticipate
purchasing for the church. THANK YOU to all who
have generously donated for this joint effort! We
hope to conclude the fundraiser by March 1, but
will continue to receive donations until all of the
books are “spoken for.” We still have pledge cards
available in the office, so it’s not too late to
participate. In addition, if you think of someone
who may like to receive an invitation to join us in
this joyful campaign, please contact the church
office.
Congregational Meeting
The annual congregational meeting was held on
Sunday, January 29th following worship. We were
happy to elect two Deacons who had never
previously served on Consistory: Steve Rus and Jim
Phillips. John M. Colligas and John Lane will serve
as Elders for three-year terms. The ordination and
installation took place on Sunday, February 19th.
We recognized with gratitude the gifts that Chris
Parenti and Bill Everett have given for the work of
the church over many years, both on Consistory
and on several committees.

Above: Retiring Consistory members, Bill Everett
and Chris Parenti

Also during the congregational meeting, the yearlong process of working through a Strategic Plan
was ratified by the congregation. We are now
beginning the long roll-out of that plan (Changing
the World One Soul at a Time) in each of the six
areas of priority.
What are the six strategic areas of growth for
United Reformed Church?
1.

Above: Left to right: Jim Phillips, Steven Rus, John Lane
and John M. Colligas

World-changing ministries with young families.

2. World-changing relationships with new friends
and members.
The next meeting of the
consistory will take place on
Tuesday, February 28th at
7:15 p.m. in the lounge.

3. World-changing relationships with local
mission partners.
4. World-changing spiritual growth of the
congregation.
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Women’s Book Club

Easter Brass and Flowers

The next meeting of the Women’s Book Club will
take place on Wednesday, April 5th at 7:00 pm,
in the church lounge. Nancy Maggio will be
hosting. The book we are currently reading is
"Beach Music”, by Pat Conroy. If you would like
more information, or would like to join the group,
please contact Nancy Maggio by email:
nbmaggio@embarqmail.com

Our Easter service this year will include music by
the augmented Chancel Choir and our Easter brass
quartet.
The sanctuary will be graced with
beautiful Easter lilies and hydrangeas.
If you would like to make a monetary contribution
to our “Easter Brass” fund and help support this
special program, please send a check to the church
office with “Attn: Easter Brass”, in the memo line.
If you would like to sponsor a memorial or
celebration plant in a loved one’s name, please
complete the enclosed envelope and submit it along
with your check (in any amount) to the church
office. Thank you in advance for your generosity.

Dinner and a Play

Joys & Concerns
Gertrude Ohnmacht
Gertrude Ohnmacht died unexpectedly on
January 29th at her home in Jupiter, FL. Formerly of
Somerville and Bridgewater, she was married for 63
years to Walter Ohnmacht, a member of the United
Reformed Church congregation for many years.
Gertrude was the aunt to Lyn Van Gorder. A
Funeral Mass will be held at Immaculate
Conception Church in Somerville on Friday,
March 10th at 10:00 a.m.
On Sunday, April 23rd we will be going to the
Hunterdon Hills Playhouse to enjoy an early dinner
and to see a performance of “Born Yesterday”, one
of the longest running and most successful
comedies on Broadway. If you’d like to attend, we
will meet at the playhouse (88 Route 173, Hampton,
NJ 08827) at 2:00 p.m. The cost is $60 per person,
payable to Carol Lane, our coordinator for this
event. The cost includes admission for one to the
play, a choice of entrée, coffee/tea and the famous
dessert buffet.

Nora Burris
Bonnie Burris’ grandmother has been diagnosed
with cancer.
Ernst Gurke
Ernst Gurke is currently hospitalized at Hunterdon
Medical Center with gall bladder problems.
Sharon and Jim Thompson
Sharon and Jim Thompson have moved to
Riegelsville, PA. Their new mailing address is;
P. O. Box 327
Riegelsville, PA 18077

Please RSVP to Carol Lane or to the church office
with your payment by March 5th. For more
information, please see Carol Lane or for directions
and detailed information about the dinner theater,
visit the Hunterdon Hill Playhouse at;
http://www.hhplayhouse.com/

Joe and Barbara Schwarz
Joe and Barbara Schwarz became first-time
grandparents! Madison Victoria Mathis was born
on February 8th!
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Sunday Servers For March
Date

Ushers

Fellowship Hour

Altar Guild

Counters

Lay Reader

3/5

Jim & Kathy
Phillips

Parish Life
Sundae Sunday

Sandy Dibble

Beverly Colligas
Michelle Lane

Michelle Davis

3/12

Charlie & Carol
Lane

Men’s Fellowship
Group

Fran Wise

Bill Everett
Michelle Lane

John Colligas

3/19

Toni Moore
Barbara Schwarz

OPEN Can you
host?

Michelle Davis

Toni Moore
Michelle Lane

Nancy Maggio

3/26

Howard & Cynthia
Wagner

Toni Moore, Alice
Gunzelman,
Barbara Schwarz

Alice
Gunzelman

Tom Dibble
Michelle Lane

Tom Dibble

Scripture Passages

Birthdays and
Anniversaries

March 5, First Sunday in Lent
Genesis 2:15-17
Psalm 32
Romans 5: 12-19
Matthew 4:1-11

Birthdays
March 2

March 12, Second Sunday in Lent
Genesis 12: 1-4
Psalm 121
Romans 4:1-5, 13-17
Matthew 17:1-9

March 5
March 9
March 13
March 18
March 27

March 19, Third Sunday of Lent
Exodus 17:1-7
Psalm 95
Romans 5:1-11
John 4:5-42

Patrick Hayes
Lyn Van Gorder
LeRoy Gunzelman
Eileen Davall
Ernst Gurke
Joe Schwarz
Jaclyn Barry

Don’t Be Late for Church!

March 26, Fourth Sunday in Lent
1 Samuel 16:1-13
Psalm 23
Ephesians 5:8-14
John 9:1-41

Daylight Savings Time begins March 12th.
Don’t forget to turn your clocks one hour
ahead on Saturday night before you go
to sleep.

Food of the Month
For the month of March, we will collect items to
prepare a traditional Easter Sunday meal (canned
hams, vegetables, boxed potato dishes, etc.) In
addition, if you would like to donate Easter candy
and egg coloring kits, they would be much
appreciated. You may put donations in the shopping
cart in Fellowship Hall or you may place them in the
basket in the office. All donations help to stock the
shelves of the Food Bank Network of Somerset County,
which distributes food every Saturday from Fellowship
Hall to those in need. Thank you in advance for your
contributions and generosity.
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InTouch is produced by
Lori Herpen, Administrative Assistant
Deadline for the April Issue is
March 22, 2017
Please submit articles, news and photos to:
urcsomerville@optonline.net

B=Basement, FH=Fellowship Hall, S=Sanctuary, L=Lounge
PDC=Puerta del Cielo, AA=Alcoholics Anonymous
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St. Patrick’s Day
Parade
The Somerville St. Patrick’s Day Parade will take
place on Sunday, March 12th at 1:30 p.m. Our
marketing committee will host a welcome tent in
front of the church and offer free bottled water to parade spectators and downtown visitors. If you would
like to volunteer to be a greeter, please see Amy
Stires, chair of the marketing committee or contact
the church office.

The next Life Line Screening will take place on
Wednesday, March 15th from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
in Fellowship Hall.
Life Line Screening, recognized with an A+ rating by
the Better Business Bureau offers a 5-test package to
thoroughly check for risk of stroke, cardiovascular
disease and other chronic conditions. The
combination of these tests helps detect problems –
before you have symptoms - and while you and
your doctor can still take action.
The five screenings include: carotid artery screening,
heart rhythm screening, abdominal aortic aneurysm
screening, peripheral disease screening and an osteoporosis risk assessment. The cost for all 5 screenings
is just $149.00. Appointments are needed and can be
made by calling 1-888-814-0416.

United Reformed Church
100 W. Main St.
Somerville, NJ 08876

Love All - Serve All
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