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United Reformed Church
“The Church on Main Street”
100 W. Main Street
Somerville, NJ 08876
Tel. (908) 725-4545
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#urcsomerville
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m.
Rev. Paul G. Janssen
Follow Us On Facebook!
facebook/urcsomerville

Worship Committee Announces
Healing Ritual

“Are any among you sick? They should call for the elders of the
church and have them pray over them, anointing them with oil
in the name of the Lord.”
James 5:14
Throughout the Scriptures, and especially in the ministry of Jesus,
God is known as a healer. From the beginning of its life, the church
has engaged in ministries of healing, ranging all the way from quiet
prayers at bedside to the laying-on-of-hands in Pentecostal
assemblies. In the 1980’s the Reformed Church in America began to
recognize and practice God’s gift of healing during worship services.
The prayers we will offer are a modified (shortened) version of a
rather extensive liturgy for healing. It is our intention to include the
healing ritual as an element of public worship four times a year:
during Lent, twice during the “ordinary” Sundays (June to November), and once during Epiphany.
All will be invited to participate, either by coming to the front of the
church, to kneel (or stand, if unable) for a blessing from one of the
elders. You may come, requesting healing for yourself, or, if you
wish, for another. You do not need to disclose any condition that
you do not wish to. The elders will pray with you, either holding a
hand, or laying a hand on your shoulder, as you prefer. You will then
return to your seat. During this time, music will be playing in the
background. At the end of the ritual, we will sing a hymn and be
dismissed with the benediction.

We can say with great certainty that the violence
we see will not be replicated in an eternal home –
so we pray, “thy will be done on earth as it is in
heaven.”

Parish the Thought
Allow me a brief portion of your time to offer a
perspective on the recent Parkland shooting that
left 17 people dead at the hands of a troubled young
man wielding an AR-15.

We can also say with certainty that it is possible for
Christians to disagree on how to “solve” the
epidemic of violence – without ourselves becoming
violent with each other in the process!

The rush to “solving” is inevitable. Our collective
gut is so wrenched that, not only do we grieve for
the families and community, we ourselves don’t
want to feel that wrenching again. It hurts.

We, in particular, confess our faith using the words
of the Belgic Confession: “We believe that because of
the depravity of the human race our good God has
ordained kings, princes, and civil officers. He wants
the world to be governed by laws and policies so that
human lawlessness may be restrained and that
everything may be conducted in good order among
human beings.

And yet, rush is seldom helpful. It is more reaction
than response.

Why did this happen?
Was it the gun? Or access to the gun?

For that purpose he has placed the sword in the
hands of the government, to punish evil people
and protect the good.”

Was it a mental illness issue?
Was it a spiritual issue?
Was it totally random?

Finally, while we may begin with “thoughts and
prayers” – and we must begin with prayer, because
prayer is the Christian’s first strategy – they are not
enough. We have the great gift of access to those
who make and enforce policy in our nation. We
have the ability to express our concerns to
lawmakers and law-enforcers, and we ought to do
so, in the name of the one we call “the prince
of peace.”

Was it . . . .
We craft our hurried solutions in reaction to
whatever “why” we cull from various media sources.
And, too often these days, we tend to browbeat
those who disagree with us.

But in fact, each of the four questions above can be
answered both “yes” and “no”.
Yes, the gun is an issue, as is access. No, guns don’t
shoot themselves.

Peace,
Rev. Paul G. Janssen
Pastor

Yes, mental illness is an issue. No, 99.999% of
people with mental illness will never commit such a
crime.

Calling All Readers!

Yes, spiritual sickness is rampant. No, the vast
majority of separation from God results in murder.
Yes, it was a random act. No, it had some purpose –
but even the shooter and a raft of therapists may
never be able to grasp that purpose.

We are looking for
several readers to help
us read through the
passion story, as
recorded in the gospel
of John, at this year’s
Good Friday service.
The service will be
held on Friday,
March 30, at 7:30 p.m.
Please contact the
church office if you
are willing to be one
of our readers.

What we as people of God can say with great
certainty is that our religion is one that values peace
at its very core. Time and again when God enters
the scene, the first word God speaks is “peace be
with you,” or “be not afraid.”
We can say with great certainty that the visions that
inspire us speak of a future of “swords beaten in to
plowshares, and spears into pruning hooks.”
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to be home by 11pm.

Sunday School
News

Q: Did you go to the high school football games
and what were they like?

A huge "Thank you" to
everyone who donated
toiletry items for
the
youth's service
project. The kids will assemble the bags on February
25th, so we will make a
special
announcement during worship that
Sunday
indicating the number of bags being
given to the Somerset County Food Bank. So far, by
the number of supplies in the donation box, it looks
like it will be a very successful project.

Mr. Banks: The Friday night football games were a
big thing where mostly everyone in the school went
too. My class size was about 200 and I'm still close
with many of them. After the game, we would go
out to the diner.
Jocelyn: Football games have not really changed,
being that they are still a big event for everyone to
go to on Friday nights. We still go out to eat after at
the diner or all go to someone's house to hangout.
Q: What was the dress code like in school?

Mr. Banks: There were no sneakers allowed in
school. People wore penny loafers and some even
had pennies in them. The boys would wear slacks
and a button down and girls would wear a skirt and
a blouse or a dress.
Jocelyn: The dress code has changed a lot being
that sneakers are what everyone pretty much
wears. It is also very laid back and since I go to a
public school, people get away with a lot of outfits.
Jeans with holes are in style and we spoke about
how it makes no sense for people to buy them like
that. Short shorts and skirts are also something
girls wear, which shows how the style has changed.

The Sunday School is now studying a unit titled,
"Giving Way".
The kids will be examining
themselves during this period of Lent to see where
we are not living as God intends us to and to make
changes either in ourselves, or in the
community. Lent is a season of preparation leading
up to the biggest festival in the Christian Faith;
Easter.
A special treat will be handed out on
Easter Sunday, as a gift from the youth of United.
Linda Hayes
Sunday School Coordinator

Q: What kind of music did you like to listen to?

Then and Now

Mr. Banks: Rock-n-roll is what I listened to and
still do. Also, the classic 50's & 60's, from Elvis Presley and those artists and up. Also, the dances are
much different and we did the Stroll and the Hully
Gully.
Jocelyn: Most people my age do not listen to
rock-n-roll anymore and they mainly listen to
hip hop/rap. I like country music and Mr. Banks
agrees and says he likes country music more now
than he did when he was in high school. We have
much less formal dances and people just kind of
dance how they want.

By Jocelyn Hayes
For my Then and Now project, I decided to
interview Karl Banks. He has been attending URC
for approximately 12 years and has been playing in a
band for the past 6 or 7 years. They play rock-n-roll
music and he plays the guitar, and has been playing
the guitar for 40 years.
Q: What was it like when you started to drive?
Mr. Banks: At 16 you get your permit and with that
you could not drive after dusk and the car had to be
home. At age 17, if you took drivers education, you
could drive at night, otherwise, you cannot. There
were no restrictions on how many passengers were
allowed in the car.
Jocelyn: You get your permit at age 16, as well, but
there is a limit to the number of people you can
drive. You can only drive one non-family person at
a time and with your permit you need a parent or
someone licensed in the car with you at all times.
The time you have to be off the roads has changed
and for probationary and permit drivers, they need

Q: What would you do on a typical date?
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Mr. Banks: We would go to any type of sporting
event or a school dance were pretty popular dates.
Also, going to the diner or a movie were a typical
date, as well. Bowling was for a group of friends to
do.
Jocelyn: I agree, going out to eat or going to a
movie are typical dates, as well. I know bowling was
big then for a group of people and I'd say for group
dates, bowling is a typical place to go, but going out
to eat and the movies are the most typical things to
do on a date.

Consistory Corner

A Special Thank You

The annual congregational meeting was held on
Sunday, January 28. Consistory members Nancy
Maggio and Amy Stires were re-elected to the
offices of Deacon and Elder, respectively.
(Following these terms, each will need to take at
least a year off from serving.)

"I would like to thank all the members of my
church family for all the cards and get well
messages. To Rev. Paul who was there when I did
not know it, very, very special thanks. I especially
liked the beautiful basket from the Youth of our
church it was great. Thanks for the beautiful potted
flower from Worship. I am home now and on the
mend.

We held a good deal of discussion on
congregational priorities, following the Consistory’s
decision to exercise greater prudence regarding the
use of income from investments. Several
committees trimmed their budgets, raises were not
offered to any personnel, and no staff members will
be offered the benefit of health insurance.

Yours in Christ,
Chris Parenti.

St. Patrick’s Day
Parade Welcome Tent

The most observable change will be that we will be
able to have a full choir (with four section leaders)
three Sundays out of each month, and on one of the
Sundays, to make alternate plans for music. The
alternative was to have only two section leaders
every week, but that option placed too much strain
on volunteer section leaders and would alter the
quality of the anthems available for singing (i.e.,
two-part rather than four-part anthems). We are in
an experimental phase at the moment, therefore,
and the Consistory asks for patience and
understanding as we attempt to be both good
stewards of the resources God has entrusted to us,
and good shepherds of the spiritual needs of the
congregation. (In March, we will not have the choir
on the 18th. In April, the choir will not sing on the
8th – ordinarily the week-off-after-Easter in any
case. In May the matter becomes irrelevant, as the
Choir will sing until the 20th. The choir does not
ordinarily sing during the summer.)

The Somerville St. Patrick’s
Day Parade will take place on
Sunday, March 11th at 1:30
p.m. Our marketing
committee will host a
welcome tent in front of the
church and offer free bottled
water to parade spectators and
downtown visitors. If you
would like to volunteer to be a greeter, please see
Amy Stires, chair of the marketing committee or,
contact the church office.

Maundy Thursday
Supper and Communion
Thursday, March 29 at 6:00 p.m.
We will gather in Fellowship Hall for a potluck
dinner, hosted by our Parish Life Committee. We
will then re-enact the Lord’s Supper, as Jesus and
the disciples ate and drank together on the night he
was betrayed. Please bring a special cup from home
for communion. RSVP to the church office at (908)
725-4545 by March 26.

Rev. Paul G. Janssen
Pastor

Women’s Book Club
The next meeting of the Women’s Book Club will
take place on Wednesday, April 4th at 7:00 p.m., at
the home of Sandy Dibble. The current book is
“1984” by George Orwell. You are responsible for
obtaining your own copy. For more information
about the Women’s Book Club, please see Nancy
Maggio.

For a complete schedule of Holy Week services,
please pick up a copy of our 2018 Lent/Spring
brochure, or contact the church office and we
will mail one to you.
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from Franklin Park, NJ. She has been an alto
section leader in the Westminster Chapel Choir.
She is President and Founder of a new outreach
choir at Westminster that performs for nursing
homes and retirement centers in the area.

News From the Music
Department
We are sorry to report that three of our section
leaders, Katie Elliott, Brian Boeshore and Aaron
Eaves have left us to pursue other avenues in their
music careers. We had anticipated that this would
happen at the end of our spring season, but for
various reasons, they have found it necessary to
leave sooner than expected.
They all have
expressed thanks for their experience here at
United Reformed Church and we, in return, are
grateful for them sharing their talents with us. We
wish them all of God’s blessings on their future
endeavors.

Tenor Vincent Giampino is a sophomore at Rutgers
University Mason Gross School of the Arts,
majoring in music education. He lives locally in
Branchburg and graduated from Immaculata High
School in 2016. He already has experience in music
education having worked as a summer music and
theater camp counselor at Immaculata High School
and as a Vacation Bible School counselor at North
Branch Reformed Church, teaching crafts, music
and Bible study.
Baritone Jeffrey Greiner is a freshman at Rutgers
University Mason Gross School of the Arts,
majoring in music education. He is originaly from
Ridgefield, NJ, where he initially began singing in
high school. During that time he participated in
county, regional and all state choirs for all four
years while staying active in musical theater. Jeff
hopes to one day teach choir at the high school
level.
We are looking forward to having these students
share their musical talents with us!
F. Paul Dickey
Director of Music

Easter Brass and Flowers
Above: From left to Right, Brian, Aaron and Katie stand in
front of the farewell cake provided by the Parish Life
Committee

Our Easter service this year will include music by
the augmented Chancel Choir and our Easter brass
quartet. And, as always, the sanctuary will be graced
with beautiful Easter lilies and hydrangeas.

Welcome to Our New Choir
Section Leaders

If you would like to make a monetary contribution
to our “Easter Brass” fund and help support this
special program, please send a check to the church
office with “Attn: Easter Brass”, in the memo line.

Soprano Hannah Orr is a freshman at Rutgers
University Mason Gross School of the Arts. She
hails from Branchville, NJ, and has a wonderful
background in music, both choral and
instrumental. (You may have heard her already
playing flute along with two of our anthems!)

If you would like to sponsor a memorial or
celebration plant in a loved one’s name, please
complete the enclosed envelope and submit it along
with your check (in any amount) to the church
office by Wednesday, March 22nd. Thank you in
advance for your generosity.

Alto Sarah Williams is a sophomore at Westminster
Choir Choir, majoring in music education. She is
5
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Sunday Servers For March
Date
3/4
3/11

Ushers
Jim & Kathy
Phillips
Charles & Carol
Lane

Fellowship
Hour
Parish Life
Sundae Sunday
Fran Wise,
Lyn Van Gorder
Annette Janssen

Altar Guild
Sandy Dibble
Fran Wise

Counters

Lay Reader

Michelle Lane
Kathy Phillips
Michelle Lane
James Phillips

Michelle Davis
Tom Dibble

3/18

Lorraine Malonza
Connie Osinski

Open
Can you host?

Michelle Davis

Michelle Lane
Tom Dibble

Beth Cassidy

3/25

Bill & Ellen
Everett

Alice Gunzelman
Barbara Schwarz

Michelle Davis

Michelle Lane
Fran Wise

Nancy Maggio

Scripture Passages

Birthdays and
Anniversaries
Birthdays
March 2

March 4, Third Sunday in Lent
Exodus 20:1-17
Psalm 19
1 Corinthians 1:18-25
John 2:13-22

Patrick Hayes
Lyn Van Gorder
LeRoy Gunzelman
Eileen Davall
Ernst Gurke
Joe Schwarz
Jaclyn Barry
Hillary Stires

March 5
March 9
March 13
March 18
March 27
March 30

March 11, Fourth Sunday in Lent
Numbers 21:4-9
Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22
Ephesians 2:1-10
John 3:14-21
March 18, Fifth Sunday in Lent
Jeremiah 31:31-34
Psalm 51:1-12
Hebrews 5:5-10
John 12:20-33

Anniversaries

There are no anniversaries in our congregation
that take place in March!

March 25, Palm/Passion Sunday
Isaiah 50:4-9
Psalm 31:9-16
Phillipians 2:5-11
Mark 15:1-39, (40-47)

Join Our Family!
Have you been attending worship with us and are
interested in becoming a member? We’ d love to
have you as part of our family! Please contact
Pastor Janssen or call Lori in the church office to
schedule new member classes.

Food of the Month
For the month of March, the Food Bank would like
us to collect canned meats, preferably stews, Spam
and beef ravioli.

All are welcome!

All donations help to stock the shelves of the Food
Bank Network of Somerset County, which distributes food every Saturday from Fellowship Hall to
those in need. Thank you for your support and
generosity!

InTouch is produced by
Lori Herpen, Administrative Assistant
Deadline for the April Issue is
March 21, 2018
Please submit articles, news and photos to:
admin@urcsomerville.org
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The next Life Line Screening will take place on
Monday, March 19th from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. in
Fellowship Hall.
Life Line Screening, recognized with an A+ rating by
the Better Business Bureau offers a 5-test package to
thoroughly check for risk of stroke, cardiovascular
disease and other chronic conditions. The
combination of these tests helps detect problems –
before you have symptoms - and while you and
your doctor can still take action.

The Outreach Committee is collecting donations of
pet food, which will benefit the Samaritan Homeless
Interim Program (SHIP) and St. Hubert’s Animal
Welfare Center. Items being collected include: dry
and canned cat food (no fish due to several feline
allergies), dry and canned dog food, scoopable cat
litter, treats and pet toys. During SHIP’s Easter
Sunday Holiday Meal, St. Hubert’s will be onsite to
help needy pet owners. You may drop off donations
in the appropriate box in Fellowship Hall on Sundays
or you may bring them to the church office during
the week. Items will be collected from now until
Sunday, March 25th. Thank you in advance for supporting our animal friends!

The five screenings include: carotid artery screening,
heart rhythm screening, abdominal aortic aneurysm
screening, peripheral disease screening and an osteoporosis risk assessment. The cost for all 5 screenings
is just $149.00. Appointments are needed and can be
made by calling 1-888-814-0416.

United Reformed Church
100 W. Main St.
Somerville, NJ 08876

Love All - Serve All
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