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Ash Wednesday Pot Luck and Service 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
This year, Ash Wednesday is on March 6th. We will begin the  
Lenten Season with a potluck supper in Fellowship Hall, which 
will begin at 6:00 p.m.  Afterwards, we will have an informal      
service including the imposition of ashes. We will be joined by the 
Pastors and members of Blawenburg Reformed Church and High 
Bridge Reformed Church.   
  
If you plan to attend, please bring a main dish or salad to share. 
Our Parish Life Committee will supply bread/dinner rolls,         
beverages and dessert.  RSVP to the church office by Monday, 
March 4th, along with what you plan to bring so that we may plan 
accordingly.    

 
St. Patrick’s Day Parade  

Welcome Tent 
 

The Somerville St. Patrick’s Day Parade will 
take place on Sunday, March 10th at 1:30 
p.m. Our marketing committee will host a 
welcome tent in front of the church and offer 
free hot chocolate or bottled water to parade 
spectators and downtown visitors.  Folks can 
also enter their name for free, for a chance to 
win a ShopRite gift card.  The committee is 
looking for a few members to be volunteer  
greeters.  If you can spare a half an hour to help 
greet folks, please see the sign-up sheet located on the bulleting 
board across from Pastor Janssen’s office or contact Amy Stires, 
chair of the marketing committee.    

 
May your troubles be less and your blessings be more and 

that nothing but happiness comes through your door.   
-Irish blessing 

 

https://www.crophungerwalk.org/somervillenj/Account/Register
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Parish the Thought 

 

Warning: you may not find this to be a cheery or 
upbeat edition of Parish the Thought. 
 

Each year Lent begins with the Ash Wednesday  
Service, during which we hear the words 
“Remember that you are dust and to dust you shall 
return.” We remember what we already know:    
human flesh is fragile, and we lose those we love. I 
am especially struck by this truth as I mourn the 
death of a colleague and friend in the ministry, Rev. 
Becky Pratt, co-pastor of Stanton Reformed Church. 
Within a minute of hearing of her death, I received 
an e-mail informing me of the death of a parishion-
er from my former parish, a man with whom I had 
worked on Consistory for many years. I’m just so 
sad. 
 

My experience is yours as well. The longer we live, 
the more we lose, and loss is always a deep spiritual 
wound. 
 

One of the ancient prayers of the church frames our 
grief with these touching words: 
 

In the midst of life we are in death;  
of whom may we seek for comfort, 

but of thee, O Lord, 
who for our sins art justly displeased? 

Yet, O Lord God most holy, 
O Lord most mighty, 

O holy and most merciful Savior, 
deliver us not into the bitter pains  

of eternal death. 
 

Daily we understand more fully the truth of these 
words and the words of Ash Wednesday. We enter 
into the reality of the Lenten season; not a happy 
season, but a genuinely human season, a time to 
‘seek for comfort.’ 
 

And yet at the same time for all who confess the 
resurrection of the body, Lent is a season to prepare 
to celebrate that death is not the last word. It is a 
heavy burden, but not the ultimate verdict. During 
Lent we reckon with the reality of death, but antici-
pate the assurance of a life in God that transcends 
death. So the well-known sonnet of John Donne 
lines the reality we celebrate on Easter Sunday: 
 

Death, be not proud, though some have called thee  
Mighty and dreadful, for thou art not so;  
For those whom thou think'st thou dost overthrow  
Die not, poor Death, nor yet canst thou kill me.  
From rest and sleep, which but thy pictures be,  

Much pleasure; then from thee much more must 
flow,  
And soonest our best men with thee do go,  
Rest of their bones, and soul's delivery.  
Thou art slave to fate, chance, kings, and desperate 
men,  
And dost with poison, war, and sickness dwell,  
And poppy or charms can make us sleep as well  
And better than thy stroke; why swell'st thou then?  
One short sleep past, we wake eternally  
And death shall be no more; Death, thou shalt die.  
 

We walk through Lent together. We grieve our loss-
es together. We receive God’s comfort together. 
Our Savior delivers us together. And we rise togeth-
er with him, both to a new life within this life and a 
new life beyond death. 
 

So, at the beginning of Lent 2019, this pastor with 
his own wounded heart bids you peace, in          
confidence (faith-together) that even though we 
walk through the valleys of the shadows, God is 
with us, as we join hands and walk together into 
life. 
 

Rev. Paul G. Janssen 
Pastor 

 

Our “Souper” Bowl Winner 
As members 
and friends 
gathered for 
coffee and 
fellowship 
after worship 
on Sunday, 
February 3rd, 
they placed 
their soup can 
“bets” in the end zone of their  favorite team to win 
Super Bowl LIII later that evening.   

While United’s early game day prediction was very 
much in error as we predicted an Los Angeles Rams 
win (50) over the New England Patriots (38), the 
Patriots got to take home the Super Bowl trophy.  
BUT, the real winner of United’s 2019 Souper Bowl 
was the food bank!  Thanks to all who cared enough 
to help “run up the score” and contribute 88 cans of 
soup to the hungry in Somerset County!   

Jane Huck, Chair 
Parish Life Committee 
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Sunday 
School News 

 
Throughout the month 
of March, the kids will 
be studying the next unit 
called "Tending the   
Garden" where the    
children will learn that 
Lent is a time for reflec-

tion and sorting out of our priorities – a time to 
prepare the soil of our lives for fresh growth. When 
we open ourselves to God, and when we help each 
other, God’s garden can grow and flourish.   

 
Linda Hayes  

Sunday School Coordinator 
 

Women’s Book Club 
The next meeting of the Women’s Book club will 
take place this Wednesday, February 27th at 7:00 
p.m., at the home of Carol Lane.  The current book 
selection is The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel 
Pie Society by Mary Ann Shaffer and Annie Barrows.  

 

Food of the Month 

For the month of March, we will collect breakfast 
items:  cereal, oatmeal, coffee, etc. All donations 
benefit the Food Bank Network of Somerset    
County. Donations can be dropped off on Sundays 
in the shopping cart  located in Fellowship Hall or 
you may bring them to the church office during the 
week. Many thanks to everyone for bringing in 
items on a regular basis, as we help provide         
groceries to our neighbors in need.   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Youth Group Shares the Love 
 

The Youth Group wanted to thank everyone for the 
generous toiletry donations that poured in over the 
last few weeks.  Not only did we receive donated 
items from our congregation, but also from a few 
woman who participate in the English as a Second 
Language program, and a member of the communi-
ty who saw the online TAP article about our good 
work. Additionally, some of the participants in the 
ESL program also donated money which was used 
to buy wash clothes that were added to every bag. 

The Youth Group gathered on Sunday morning, 
February 18th and packed toiletry bags that        
contained an assortment of needed hygiene items 
such as tooth paste, tooth brush, soap, shampoo,            
conditioner, razor, shaving cream, lotion, comb, 
and deodorant.  There were enough supplies to 
pack 71 gallon size zip lock bags!  The toiletry bags 
were handed out to  clients of SHIP’s Galley II lunch 
in Fellowship Hall on February 19th. 

 

Join Our Family! 

Have you been attending worship  
with us and are interested in  

becoming a member?  
We’ d love to have you as  

part of our family!  
Please contact Pastor Janssen or  
call Lori in the church office to  
schedule new member classes. 

Would you like to help the youth 
group continue to fill our mission to 
“Love All, Serve All”? As our next    
service project, the children will be 
collecting new, unused socks for 
men and women, which will be     
distributed to those in need. They will 
be collecting throughout the month of 
March. Look for the bin marked 
“socks” under the Youth Group       
bulletin board in Fellowship Hall. 
 

Amy Stires 
Youth Group Coordinator 

https://www.amazon.com/Mary-Ann-Shaffer/e/B001J93ANA/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.amazon.com/Annie-Barrows/e/B001J8ZIOK/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_2


Consistory Corner 

On February 3rd the annual congregational     
meeting took place following worship.  The        
congregation voted to approve the nominations    
of Jean Barber-Bucek to serve as a Deacon and  
Jocelyn Eckardt to serve as an Elder on the         
consistory.  Each will serve a three year term, end-
ing in January 2022.  We sincerely thank Michelle 
Davis and Linda Hayes for their contributions to 
the consistory and look forward to their continued 
roles as committee chairpersons.   
 

Many thanks to those who have contributed to our 
capital improvement fund. Since the beginning of 
the new year, we have received almost $800 in    
donations.  As a reminder, envelopes specifically for 
the capital improvement campaign can be found in 
your box of offering envelopes.    
 

At the time of printing this edition of InTouch, the 
February 26th Consistory meeting had not yet    
taken place.   
 

Rev. Paul G. Janssen 
President 

 

Around the Classis 
 

South Branch Reformed Church 
Corned Beef Dinner 

March 16, 2019, from 4:30 to 7:00 p.m.  
Menu: Honey glazed corned beef, boiled cabbage, 
parsley potatoes, glazed carrots, cole slaw,  Irish 

soda bread, assorted beverages and desserts.  
Adults:  $15, Children aged 6 to 1o:  $6 and children 

under 5 years old or younger are free! 
Reservations required: (008) 369-4956 

 
 

Joys & Concerns 
Reverend Rebekah A. Pratt 

Reverend Rebekah A. Pratt, Co-Pastor of Stanton        
Reformed Church passed away on Tuesday,        
February 19, 2019.   

Shannon Cassidy 

On Saturday, March 23rd at 3:00 p.m., URC     
Member, Shannon Cassidy, daughter of Beth and 
Brian Cassidy will marry Chad Nicholls.   

A Note of Gratitude 

Recently, United Reformed Church lost two      
wonderful friends.  Sam Mendelson and Tom    
Dibble were active members of United,               
contributing their time and talents to our mission.  
They will be greatly missed by all who knew and 
loved them.  Services for Sam and Tom were held at 
United, a week apart.  The Parish Life Committee 
was pleased that we were asked to provide a repast 
for 80 – 100 people following each service.  The   
repasts gave families and friends a chance to gather 
together in support and to share a meal as well as     
memories.   
 

The success of the gatherings was made possible by 
those who were willing to give their time, support, 
and assistance with set-ups, serving, clean-ups for 
the repasts and/or baking goodies.  It is with grate-
ful thanks that I recognize the following:  Carol & 
Michelle Davis, Jocelyn Eckardt, Sharon Garcia, 
Rob Goldsworthy, Charley Huck, Carol & Charlie 
Lane, Sarah Nemeth, Kathy Phillips, Lyn 
VanGorder, Fran Wise, and Carol Yarnell.  You 
helped bring smiles and support, as well as happy 
tummies to all who attended.   
 

         Jane Huck, Chair 
         Parish Life Committee 

 
 

Save the Dates! 
 

Boy Scout Troop 83  
Spaghetti Dinner 

Saturday, April 6, 2019  
5:00 to 7:00 p.m.  (more details to come) 

 
High School Jazz Band & Chorus 

Friday, May 3, 2019 at 7:30 p.m. 
Admission is free!  

 
Raritan Ringers Spring Handbell Concert  

Saturday, May 18, 2019 at 7:30 p.m. 
A selection of familiar favorites from classical to 

pop.  General Admission: $10 at the door.  
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Dinner Club  

February Review  
Central Pizzeria &  

Restaurant 
 

Everyone knows Central Pizzeria, but  this time our 
dinner club looked beyond the pizza menu.         
Seventeen people were in attendance, as the table 
was filled with huge portion of pasta, veal and 
chicken parmesan, calzones, pizza and stromboli. 
As always the conversations flowed. Conversations 
covered upcoming weddings, farming and the mov-
ies. Of course, we also discussed the next meeting of 
the dinner club.  Read below for all of the details, 
and I hope you will come and join us! 

March  
Dinner Club Gathering 

 
Sarah Jane’s is described as “Somerville’s Best Kept 
Secret”.  It must be true after living here almost my 
whole life and coming from a Foodie Family, I have 
never visited Sarah Jane’s!  The restaurant is a  fami-
ly business, which started in January 1979; owned 
and operated by Arthur and Sarah Jane Lamperti; 
their son, James, and long time chef  Carlos, -all are 
the chefs. In July 2003, Art and Sarah retired. James 
now owns, operates and manages Sarah Jane's, 
keeping with the family tradition of a pleasurable 
dining experience. The menu offers all-American 
cuisine with the meals starting at $8 for a burger; to 
$15-$20 for a main course. This includes the potato, 
rice or spaghetti, salad bar, soup of the day and 
rolls. And there is French Onion Soup!   

Meeting at : Sarah Jane’s Restaurant 
Located at: 33 US-206, Somerville, NJ 08876 

Date: March 13, at 6:30 p.m.  
 

Everyone will be responsible for his or her own 
meal, tax and gratuity. RSVP to the church office by 
Monday, March 11th, so we can call ahead to reserve 
a table. If you would to attend but need a ride, 
please contact me or the church office.  If you would 
like to host and select the next restaurant for our 
Dinner Club, please contact me.   

Beth Cassidy 
Activities Coordinator 

 

 

 

Coo Coo Cachoo 

The social activity for March is a new event for us!   
We will be traveling to the Potterville Church to 
enjoy a show at their Acoustic Café.  High school 
friends Ed Jankiewicz and Thomas Johnston present 
“Coo Coo Cachoo”, their tribute to the music of   
Simon & Garfunkel. Both Ed and Thomas are      
successful solo performers; Ed has released one CD 
and Thomas has released three. They both perform 
numerous solo shows, and the demand for their  
Simon & Garfunkel show is growing. The show is a 
must see for folks who love the music of Simon & 
Garfunkel! 

Doors open at 7:30 pm. Refreshments including 
coffee, soft drinks, and desserts are all on the house. 
There is no cover charge but donations are            
appreciated. The Acoustic Cafe is held in the    
Community House, right in the heart of Pottersville 
at 2091 Black River Road (directly across from the 
Pottersville Church).  

Since this is an event taking place on the first    
weekend in March, Please RSVP as soon as possible 
so that we can arrange car pooling.  We will be   
having a shared meal/ pot luck before the show.  
We will be leaving from URC no later than 5:45 p.m. 
in order to eat before the show. 
 

Daylight Savings Time 
 
Just a reminder to “spring  
forward” and turn your clocks 
one hour ahead before going 
to bed on the night of         
Saturday, March 9th! 
 

about:blank
about:blank
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Scripture Passages 
 

 

 
March 3:  Transfiguration Sunday 
Exodus 34:29-35  Psalm 99 
2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2  Luke 9:28-36 
 
March 10:  First Sunday of Lent 
Isaiah 50:4-9a   Psalm 31:9-16 
Philippians 2:5-11  Luke 23:1-49 
 

March 17:  Second Sunday of Lent 
Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18  Psalm 27 
Luke 13:31-35   Philippians 3:17-4:1 
 

March 24:  Third Sunday of Lent 
Isaiah 55:1-9   Psalm 63:1-8 
1 Corinthians 10:1-13              Luke 13:1-9 
 
March 31: Fourth Sunday of Lent 
Joshua 5:9-12   Psalm 32 
2 Corinthians 5:16-21  Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 
 

Date Ushers/ 
Greeter 

Fellowship 
Hour 

Altar Guild Counters Lay Reader 

3/3 Jim & Kathy  
Phillips 
G: Diny Buchanan 

Parish Life 
Sundae Sunday 

Fran Wise Bill Everett 
Michelle Lane 

Annette 
Janssen 

3/10 Craig & Amy Stires 
G: Sue Elgard 

Fran Wise  
Lyn Van Gorder 
Annette Janssen 

Michelle Davis Jean Bucek 
Michelle Lane 

Jean Bucek 

3/17 Lorraine Malonza 
Fran Wise 
G: Lyn Van Gorder 
 

Open  
Can you host? 

Mark Cannizzo Diny Buchanan 
Michelle Lane 

Steve Rus 

3/24 Len & Charlotte 
Marcinkowski 
G: Sandy Dibble 

Alice Gunzelman  
Barbara Schwarz 

Alice Gunzelman Kathy Phillips 
Michelle Lane 

Tom Hayes 

3/31 Gary Spratt  
Mark Cannizzo 
G: Beth Cassidy 

Open  
Can you host? 

Sandy Dibble Jim Phillips 
Michelle Lane 

Sandy Dibble 

     Sunday Servers For March 

Birthdays and 
 Anniversaries 

 

 

Birthdays 

March 2  Patrick Hayes 
   Lyn Van Gorder 
March 5  LeRoy Gunzelman 
March 9  Eileen Davall 
March 13  Ernst Gurke 
March 18  Joe Schwarz 
March 27  Jaclyn Barry 
March 30  Hillary Stires 
 

Anniversaries 
 

No Anniversaries this month.   
 

Fellowship Hour Hosts 
Needed 

 

So many of us enjoy the cup of coffee or tea along 
with a treat after worship. However, the same few 
members are graciously and regularly hosting.  
Hopefully, you will notice from the schedule above 
that there are two Sundays in March that hosts are 
needed.  Please consider partnering with a fellow 
member or two and hosting a Fellowship Hour.  If 
you need information on what is required to host, 
please contact the church office.  

InTouch is produced by  
Lori Herpen, Administrative Assistant 

Deadline for the April Issue is 
March 25, 2019 

Please submit articles, news and photos to:  
admin@urcsomerville.org 
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United Reformed Church  
100 W. Main St. 
Somerville, NJ 08876 
 

 
 
 

Love All - Serve All 

Healing Ritual  
March 23rd - 10:00 a.m. 

 

“Are any among you sick?  
They should call for the elders of the church and 
have them pray over them, anointing them with 

oil in the name of the Lord.”  
(James 5:14) 

 
Last year, we began the practice of offering a healing 
ritual four times a year as part of worship service.  
The response was very positive and our first healing 
ritual for 2019 will take place on Sunday, March 23rd.   
 
All will be invited to participate, either by coming to 
the front of the church, to kneel (or stand, if unable) 
for a blessing from one of the elders. You may come, 
requesting healing for yourself, or, if you wish, for 
another. You do not need to disclose any condition 
that you do not wish to. The elders will pray with 
you, either holding a hand, or laying a hand on your 
shoulder, as you prefer and anoint you with oil. At 
the end of the ritual, we will sing a hymn and be     
dismissed with the benediction.  

 

 
 

 

 
 
 


