InTouch
Volume No. 39, Issue No. 5

May 2017

INSIDE

Happy Easter!

HAPPENINGS
News from the Consistory
New Hymnbooks in Pews
Sunday School News
Youth Group Gets Cooking
INSPIRATION
Scripture Passages
Parish the Thought

4
5
3
3

6

Thank You from Kathy Phillips

2
4

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Baptism
Birthdays and Anniversaries
Chris’ Recital
Church Calendar
Deadline for InTouch
Food of the Month
Graduate Recital
National Day of Prayer
Spring Music at United
Sunday Servers
Women’s Book Club

4
6
5
7
6
6
5
5
8
6
3

United Reformed Church
“The Church on Main Street”
100 W. Main Street
Somerville, NJ 08876
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Email: info@urcsomerville.org
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Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m.
Rev. Paul G. Janssen
Follow Us On Facebook!
facebook/urcsomerville

Sounds like we might be a month off, but remember, “Easter” is a
season, not just a day. It began on April 16th, but goes right up to
June 3rd this year. And what a season! We have got a LOT GOING.
ON!
Here’s a little preview of Sundays at United for the month of May:
May 7 – Communion Sunday. We’ll be hearing the first of a series of
messages on what it means to be called by God – not just forgiven,
but called. Jesus said he came that we might have life, and that we
might have it more abundantly. What does that mean for us? (It’s
also Good Shepherd Sunday, so we’ll read Psalm 23 and hear an
anthem based on it.
May 14 – Mothers’ Day. Jesus said that his friends would do “greater
works than me.” How is this even possible? I will tell stories of
persons doing great things, and challenge us to consider what Jesus’
challenge might mean for us as we “change the world, one soul at a
time”.
May 21 – Another Sacramental Sunday, as we welcome Madison
Mathis (see p. 4) into the body of Christ. Living into the vows of our
baptism can be a frightening thing – it’s not the ‘wide road,’ but the
‘narrow path.’ But when Jesus calls us, he promises never to leave us
alone. Indeed, we have not only our natural families, but, as baptized
persons, we have another family – the body of Christ, the church.
May 28 – Memorial Day weekend. This isn’t a church holiday, but we
will recognize those who have made the supreme sacrifice for our
country as the service begins. And we will hear Jesus’ prayer for his
friends that they all be one in him. Thus, the ‘calling’ on which we’ve
been concentrating during Easter is greater than just an individual’s
calling. We’re called to participate in God’s greater calling, for the
destiny of the whole creation.
Join us for inspiring messages that will help you lift up your heads
from the ordinary, every-day, to keep your eyes on the prize of God’s
high calling! As always, all are welcome to worship on Sundays at
10:00 a.m. and to join us afterwards for coffee hour.
Rev. Paul G. Janssen
Pastor

In some ways such growth can happen during
worship services as well. To what extent do you feel
yourself growing in faith and love during our
weekly gatherings?

Parish the Thought
A friend recently gave me a 50-year old church
bulletin from a congregation in Lawrence, Kansas.
The church was apparently ahead of the curve in
putting its mission statement on the cover. This was
the statement of the First Methodist Church in
Lawrence, Kansas:

By far the most effective way to grow in faith and
love is to gather with fellow Christians in small
groups to discuss what challenges their faith and
what is encouraging. In what such small groups are
you participating, and how is your faith growing
through them?

“It is the aim of this church to make religion as
considerate of persons as the New Testament; as
devoted to justice as the Old Testament prophets;
as responsive to truth as science; as beautiful as
art; as intimate as the home; and as indispensable
as the air we breathe.”

I recently came across results of a survey taken here
in 2005 regarding the life of the church. When
asked about the general sense of United, a few
people responded thusly: “I can’t believe we don’t
have an Adult Bible Study at United.” Sounds odd
for a congregation whose first stated aim is to grow
in faith and love, doesn’t it? Something’s missing –
either the stated aim is inaccurate, or the program
is lacking.

There’s a LOT in that statement – read it over,
slowly, to savor it, to think about what kind of
activities such a church might have performed.
What is our church’s mission? Here’s what it says
on our bulletin cover:

It’s unclear to me whether there is lack of desire to
grow in faith in small groups, or whether it is so
difficult to find time that we haven’t built up a
program. What do you think? Do we have a
genuine thirst to grow in love and faith? Do you,
personally, have such a desire? If so, what sort of
time would work for you to gather with others? A
weeknight? A Sunday afternoon? Saturday?
Bi-weekly? Monthly?

“Our mission is to grow in our faith and love of
Jesus Christ, to extend that love into the
community, and to bring others to the same. The
United Reformed Church declares that it will
accept and welcome, without condemnation, all
people of God into its fellowship regardless of race,
gender, national origin, disabilities, health issues,
sexual orientation, or immigration status. We do
so out of love for God and our brothers and sisters
in Christ.”

Whatever else we may do with our five-year
strategic plan, let us not forget or lessen our
commitment to life-long learning. One of our goals
is to re-establish a Bible Study group at United
Reformed Church. Are you on board? Let me know
your thoughts at
pastor@urcsomerville.org.
(You don’t have to be a member of the church to
respond.) As the Black Eyed Peas sang…….. “Let’s
Get It Started!”

Lots of words there, too! But I’m going to stop at
the first phrase. “Our mission is to grow in our
faith and love of Jesus Christ.” What would
“growing in faith and love” mean? What kind of
activities would be the natural expression of that
commitment? What does it take to foster growth in
faith and love?

Rev. Paul G. Janssen
Pastor

Active involvement in helping others is one way to
grow. Is that happening for you? How is your faith
growing as you serve others?
Individual, daily devotional quiet prayer and study
time with God is another way to grow in faith and
love. How are you growing through your personal
daily time with God?
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Sunday School
News

Youth Group Gets Cooking

On Easter, the Sunday
School and youth group
distributed 150 bags of
assorted
jelly
beans
attached to the Jelly Bean
Prayer. It is such great
pleasure to witness the
children spreading the light of Jesus through their
service to others.
On Mother's Day, May 14th, the Sunday School
program will be wrapping up for the
year. Traditionally on this day, the children are
recognized for all of their service throughout the
year and they distribute a gift to all women attending church that day, in honor of Mother's Day. Just
like last year, the children will be assembling
bouquets of white and pink carnations in honor of
moms that have passed and those that are
living. Please plan to attend worship on May 14th ,
as we celebrate mothers and our youth. A big
"Thank you " goes out to Annette Janssen, Carol
Barry, and Amy Stires for all of their assistance
throughout the school year. This program is
successful due to their time and talents. The
Sunday School program will resume in September.

The youth of United got their hands dirty for a good
cause. The kids worked together mashing up 16
pounds of meat, eggs, bread crumbs and seasoning
to make meat loaves that were cooked up and
served on April 28th to SHIP’s Galley I clients; the
Friday soup kitchen held at St. John’s
The Christian Education Committee provided the
mashed potatoes and brown gravy to accompany
the meal. The boys and girls worked up their own
appetite and were rewarded for their efforts with a
pizza party. Many thanks to the youth who were
able to help out along with Beth and Meghan
Cassidy, as we continue to “Love All and Serve All”
here at United.

Linda Hayes
Sunday School Coordinator

Please note that the Williamson Scholarship will
not be presented this year, as there are no high
school seniors in the congregation this school year.
Red is the blood He gave
Green is for the grass He made
Yellow is for the sun so bright
Orange is for the edge of night
Black is for the sins we made
White is for the grace He gave
Purple is His hours of sorrow
Pink is for our new tomorrow
A bag full of jelly beans
COLORFUL and SWEET
is a prayer, is a promise, is an
EASTER TREAT

Amy Stires
Youth Group Coordinator

Women’s Book Club
The next meeting of the Women’s Book Club will
take place on Tuesday, May 2nd at 7:00 pm, at the
home of Jocelyn Eckardt. The book we are currently
reading is Look Me in the Eye, by John Elder
Robison. If you would like more information, or
would like to join the group, please contact Nancy
Maggio by email: nbmaggio@embarqmail.com
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News From the
Consistory

Thank You, Thank You,
Thank You!

At its meeting on April 25th, the
Consistory:

Many thanks to everyone for all of the prayers,
cards, flowers, blessings, well-wishes and gifts
during my surgery and recovery. I miss everyone
and look forward to attending church and seeing
you all soon. A very special thank you to Pastor
Janssen for his visits.

approved a letter of encouragement to all
committee members.
approved a wedding of non-members to take
place in October.
noted the success of the hymnbook drive
received news of financial “OK-ness” at this
time of year.
celebrated the Elders’ report of Peter and Nikki
Doyle (along with Brendan) becoming
members.
encouraged progress in getting the stairwell
inside the main entrance painted.
heard of several enhancements to the 2018
Twelfth Night Boar’s Head Festival.
received an update from the Outreach Committee on increasing local mission.

Kathy Phillips
Clerk of the Consistory

Baptism
Madison Victoria Mathis

Anyone who has items that they would like to bring
to the Consistory’s attention should speak with
Pastor Janssen or Amy Stires – or, if it concerns a
particular area, the chair of the appropriate
committee.

The Elders of United Reformed Church approved
the baptism of Madison Victoria Mathis, and we
will be celebrating the sacrament during worship
on Sunday, May 21st. Madison is the daughter of
Kim Schwarz, and the first grandchild of Barbara
Schwarz. She was born on February 8th of this
year. Please come and celebrate this joyful day in
the life of our church and the Schwarz family!

The next meeting of the consistory will
take place on Tuesday, May 23rd at
7:15 p.m. in the lounge.

Easter Brass
A Real Treat!

Do You Want to Join
United?

Much appreciation from the Worship Committee
to all who contributed toward the expense
of the instrumentalists whose special talents
always lend so much to our Easter worship
celebration. The addition of timpani this year
was a real treat!
F. Paul Dickey
On Behalf of the Worship Committee

Have you been attending worship with us
and are interested in becoming a member?
We’ d love to have you as part of our family!
Please contact Pastor Janssen or call Lori
in the church office to schedule new
member classes!
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Graduate Recital

National Day of Prayer

FOR YOUR GREAT NAME’S SAKE!
“Hear us… Forgive us… Heal us!

Christopher Hochstuhl, our former tenor soloist
and section leader (and flautist!), will be presenting
his graduate recital on Saturday, May 6, at 5:45
p.m., in the Bristol Chapel of Westminster Choir
College in Princeton. Chris holds a special place in
our hearts, not only for his musical talents, but also
for his winning personality and generous spirit.

National Day of Prayer is Thursday, May 4th. The
theme this year is For Your Great Name’s Sake!
Hear Us... Forgive Us...Heal Us! Taken from
Daniel 9:19, which says, “O Lord, Listen! O Lord,
Forgive! O Lord, Hear and Act! For Your Sake, O
My God...”.

If you would like to attend and extend your best
wishes for continued success in his musical
endeavors, please speak to Paul Dickey for
directions and the possibility of carpooling
with others.

At 6:30 p.m. churches from all over Somerset
County will join at the Somerset County Court
House steps to worship God together and pray for
our national, state, and local needs. Bring your
lawn chair and your neighbor! A “love-offering”
will be taken and canned food items will be
collected to benefit SHIP. The event is sponsored
by Empower Family Success Center. For more
information call; (908) 281-9535.

Paul Dickey
Music Director

New Hymnbooks
Are in the Pews
Because of your generosity we were able to
purchase all of the hymnbooks needed for the main
floor and the choir (with several more for the
balcony, if needed). In fact, to date we are almost
$800.00 over our goal for the hymnbook drive, and
some people have intended to, but have not yet
sent in, their donations. Thus, we were able to accomplish this goal without spending any money
from the church’s funds. Thanks to all of you who
participated so generously!

2017 Graduation
Announcements!
Our June issue of InTouch
will include a form to submit
graduation announcements,
which will be published in the
July issue of InTouch. All are
welcome to acknowledge
family members and friends’
special achievements.

On Sunday, April 23rd, we had a special celebration
and dedication of the new hymnals during worship.
The first three hymns chosen were; “The Church’s
One Foundation”, “Sing Glory to the Name of God”,
and “Christ Be Our Light”.
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Sunday Servers For May
Date

Ushers

Fellowship Hour

Altar Guild

Counters

Lay Reader

5/7

Len & Charlotte
Marcinkowski

Parish Life
Sundae Sunday

Alice
Gunzelman

Michelle Lane
Beverly Colligas

Sandy Dibble

5/14

Brian & Beth
Cassidy

Annette Janssen

Toni Moore

Bill Everett
Mark Cannizzo

Wanda
Goldsworthy

5/21

Toni Moore &
Michelle Davis

Barbara Schwarz

Wanda
Goldsworthy

Toni Moore
Mark Cannizzo

Tom Hayes

5/28

Kelly & Jackie
Barry

Toni Moore, Alice
Gunzelman,
Barbara Schwarz

Sandy Dibble

Michelle Lane
Tom Dibble

Tom Dibble

Scripture Passages

Birthdays and
Anniversaries

May 7, Fourth Sunday of Easter
Acts 2:42-47
Psalm 23
Peter 2:19-25
John 10:1-10

Birthdays
May 1
May 2
May 4
May 5
May 7
May 8
May 14
May 15
May 16
May 17
May 20
May 21
May 22

May 14, Fifth Sunday of Easter - Mother’s Day
Acts 7:55-60
Psalm 31:1-5
Peter 2:2-10
John 14:1-14
May 21, Sixth Sunday of Easter
Acts 17:22-31
Psalm 66:8-20
Peter 3:13-22
John 14:15-21
May 28, Seventh Sunday of Easter
Acts 1:6-14
Psalm 68:1-10
Peter 4:12-14
John 17:1-11

May 29

Food of the Month

Andrew McLachlan
Ruth Reader
Beth Cassidy
Raymond Trombadore
Michelle Lane
Sharon Thompson
Christopher Thompson
Peter Stires
Denise Flynn
Jeffrey Davis
Anna Radcliffe
Donny Stires
Wanda Goldsworthy
Sam Janssen
Lucinda Davis
Elizabeth Taylor

Anniversaries

May 10
Jeff & Denise Flynn
For the month of May, will collect canned beans and May 21
Joe & Della Nemes
grains such as pasta, rice and dry cereals. You may May 23
Doug & Estella Rollender
put donations in the shopping cart in Fellowship Hall or
you may place them in the basket in the office. All
donations help to stock the shelves of the Food Bank
InTouch is produced by
Network of Somerset County, which distributes food
Lori Herpen, Administrative Assistant
every Saturday from Fellowship Hall to those in need.
Deadline for the June Issue is
Thank you in advance for your contributions and genMay 23, 2017
erosity.
Please submit articles, news and photos to:
urcsomerville@optonline.net
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B=Basement, FH=Fellowship Hall, S=Sanctuary, L=Lounge
PDC=Puerta del Cielo, AA=Alcoholics Anonymous
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Spring Music at United

Somerville High School
Jazz Band and Chorus

Raritan Ringers
Spring Hand Bell Concert

Friday, May 5th - 7:30 p.m.

Sunday, June 4th - 7:00 p.m.

Free Admission!

General Admission: $10

United Reformed Church
100 W. Main St.
Somerville, NJ 08876

Love All - Serve All
8

