InTouch
Volume No. 38, Issue No. 11

November 2016

INSIDE
HAPPENINGS
Fun Was Had at Family Fun Night
News From the Consistory
Sunday School News
Youth Group Gets Their Hands Dirty

5
4
3
3

INSPIRATION
Scripture Passages
Parish the Thought

2

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Birthdays and Anniversaries
Church Calendar
Deadline for InTouch
Food of the Month
Holiday Concerts & Events
Honoring Our Veterans
Sunday Servers
Twelfth Night Preparations
United Receives Golden Hammer
Welcome New Members
Women’s Book Club

6
7
6
6
8
4
6
5
5
4
3

6

United Reformed Church
“The Church on Main Street”
100 W. Main Street
Somerville, NJ 08876
Tel. (908) 725-4545
Fax: (908) 725-1950
Email: urcsomerville@optonline.net
www.urcsomervillenj.org
#urcsomerville

Loving, Serving and
Thanking Each Other
Thanksgiving is full of wonderful traditions, with favorite recipes,
family rituals and loved ones all around us. We look forward to all of
the familiar ingredients to our celebrations. However, sometimes we
become so familiar with what we know and expect that we may not
recognize or appreciate them as fully as we could.
We too, have wonderful traditions here at our church; we have our
own familiarities; our favorite hymns that have been passed down for
generations, our own weekly and monthly rituals, and on Sundays we
arrive with comfort knowing we will see friendly faces. We look
forward to all of the details that go into our Sunday mornings; from
the linens on the communion table, to the tasty treats during
Fellowship Hour. And like with our own families, sometimes we may
not fully recognize the gifts each of us brings to the life of the
congregation.
So, on Sunday, November 20th, all are welcome to join together to
give thanks to one another during a special Fellowship Hour, which
will include a light brunch provided by our Parish Life Committee.
Many people offer their gifts and talents to the church, year in and
year out, and we want to take time after worship to say a special
thank you to everyone.
If you have a story of a church member you’d like to thank for how
they’ve made a difference in your life, please bring your (brief) story
to share and with us.
We hope that you will join us after worship, enjoy the brunch and let
yourself be thanked, as we joyfully celebrate all of the gifts that God
gives us through the church.
Happy Thanksgiving to all!

Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m.
Rev. Paul G. Janssen
Follow Us On Facebook!
facebook/urcsomerville

SHIP Holiday Meal Program
Anyone in need of a free, traditional holiday meal is
welcome to SHIP’s Thanksgiving Dinner, which will be
served on Thanksgiving Day, November 24th from noon to
3:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.

front pews of the church, with Norma playing the
piano, and mom the music major struggling with
Faye Asche’s bellowing bass or Dorothy Penning’s
slightly sharp soprano, working with the farmers
and their wives to make some sort of blessing for
the hearts of the congregation, something that
would lift up their hearts to God. And so we sang
the words, “Low in the grave he lay,” and “Up from
the grave he arose.” And I hear that word today.
“O death, where is your victory? Grave, where is your
sting?”

Parish the Thought
November is a month of Thanksgiving, of course.
It’s also the month of my mother’s birthday. Having
lost her recently, I thought I’d share a few of the
words I offered at her memorial service, as my way
of offering thanks for the gift she was to my five siblings and me.
“Most hymns these days have a little notation that
says something like, “words and music, copyright…..” Mom made six copies of us, and she wrote
the words that make us who we are.

She gave us words; she gave us music. And, as Jesus
said, “now nothing can take your joy from you.” I
remember going through the Ruth to Naomi to Joy
phase in mom’s life. Well who was she to change
the name her mother gave her? But, like doing
dishes and snipping the beans and gutting the
chickens and learning to enjoy it for the sake of the
long game, she decided to change her name and
live into it. To live into the joy. And so she did.

What songs did she teach you?
The one I remember best, she taught me one night
at bedtime: “Be not dismayed, whate’er betide, God
will take care of you.” God will take care of you.
That’s a word, a word she no doubt learned from
her mother, a word that echoes the words of Scripture: Our help is in the name of the Lord; a word
that echoes the Word – “I am with you always.”

And that is what she has done now– gone from Joy
to greater joy, from melodies to a deeper music,
from words into the arms of the eternal Word. She
gave us the music. She gave us the Word. What she
gave, lives in us. “And as surely as death cannot
separate us from the love of God, so surely nothing
can take our Joy away.”

How many tunes did she sing, when all we saw was
her back facing the sink, when she was washing
dishes? She sang when she was making meal after
meal on a hot stove in the un-air-conditioned
kitchen, putting out plates for eight, then seven,
then six….on that gray pearlized Formica table, mixing powdered milk with whole milk and pouring it
into white bubble-plastic tumblers, and then listening (to me, anyway) mewl about how we didn’t like
what she was serving? She did it, with music in her
heart somehow, and the word I heard her say, so
many times, “do it and you’ll learn to enjoy it.” And
now that word is written on my heart.

And, lest I forget, thanks to all of you who have expressed your condolences. It is a deep comfort to be
surrounded by a compassionate congregation that
shares in the hope of resurrection. God bless you all
– and have a wonderful Thanksgiving!
Rev. Paul G. Janssen
Pastor

She taught us “Praise God from whom all blessings
flow.” And those blessings did flow, even though we
were as poor as dirt. Whether it was chickens the
Ubbens brought by, or the milk and crackers she
gave us when the cupboard was almost bare, or
Johnny cake, or beets or kale or Swiss chard, or
radishes or carrots or snap peas or beans or corn or
potatoes or leaf lettuce….all the goods from the
garden. The gifts sang their way onto our plates,
gifts from God’s hands, from mom’s hands. And we
prayed before, and we prayed after – because the
blessings flowed from God.

Do You Want to Join
United?
Have you been attending worship with us and
are interested in becoming a member?
We’d love to have you as part of our family!
Please contact Pastor Janssen or call Lori
in the church office to schedule new
member classes!

And Mom led the Easter cantatas. We filled the
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Sunday School
News

URC Youth Gets
Their Hands Dirty!

We finished up our first
unit of study which
focused on the prophet
Jeremiah. Our next unit
of study is called Telling
Stories. This unit will be
focusing on the stories of
Jesus from the book of Luke. Our first lesson was
about persistence and how we as Christians need to
be persistent if we want to see change. As a class,
we took a field trip to Shoprite to purchase $15
worth of food for the food bank. The children were
challenged to be persistent over the next few weeks
by continuing to bring in food every Sunday for the
food bank. As Christians, we need to be the hands
and feet of
Jesus in today's world. Also, the
children will take part in the Crop Hunger Walk on
October 30th to help raise money for this very
serious issue locally and globally.

Have you noticed the recent splash of orange,
yellow, purple, and pink that is now brightening up
the front of the church? On Wednesday October
12th a group of youth from United Reformed Church
all pitched in to plant a variety of mums and
ornamental cabbage plants. Many hands make
light work as the kids enjoyed a warm, sunny day to
do the gardening. Thank you to Fran Wise for
selecting and delivering the plants and to the
Christian Education Committee for providing the
funds for the plants. Thank you to all the youth
who took time out of a school vacation day to make
our church appear more welcoming to passers by
and the community.
Amy Stires
Youth Group Coordinator

Note: Sunday School will not be in session on
Sunday, November 13th. We will resume class the
following Sunday.
Linda Hayes
Sunday School Coordinator

Fellowship Hour Hosts
Fellowship Hour needs your help. We have a few
very faithful members who bear the weight of
hosting Fellowship Hour when no one has signed
up to host. While we are grateful for their service, it
really isn’t quite fair for us to assume that coffee
and treats will just show up every Sunday (they
don’t). It really doesn’t take a LOT of time, but it
does take some time and energy to be a host or
hostess. And it really does matter that we have a
time of fellowship every Sunday. Hospitality is one
of the great gifts of the church, and if we say we
welcome everyone, but won’t do the work to offer
simple refreshments…..well, then do we really
welcome everyone? Let’s have a few more folks sign
up for hosting Fellowship Hour. A little work by all
makes for a much more joyful time for all!

Women’s Book Club
The Women's Book Club will meet on Wednesday,
November 2nd at 7:00 p.m. We will gather at the
church in the lounge. Diny Buchanan will host and
lead what will prove to be an enlightening
discussion of the novel, The Kitchen House, by
Kathleen Grissom. If you have been thinking of
joining the group, please feel free to jump right
in! Consider making this your first meeting. All are
welcome. Contact Annette Janssen for details.

Rev. Paul G. Janssen
Pastor
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News From the
Consistory

Honoring Our Veterans

At their October meeting, the
Consistory
approved
to
commemorate
the
500th
anniversary of the Reformation (October 2017) with
a Reformation Day Festival. Details and plans for
the day will be organized in the coming year.

In recognition of Veteran’s Day, we will have a
special worship service on Sunday, November 13th,
led by Deacon John Colligas. We would like
to encourage all veterans to attend. Below is a list
of our members who have served our country along
with their dates of service and military branch. We
are very proud of their contributions to our
country, their citizenship and the sacrifices they
have made to protect our freedom. May God bless
America and our veterans.

Confirmation classes are beginning this month.
Classes will be held on Sunday, November 6th and
Sunday, November 27th.
The next meeting of the Consistory will take place
on Tuesday, November 22nd at 7:15 p.m. in the
lounge.
Congratulations…..to Pastor Janssen, who is now
serving as President of the Delaware - Raritan
Classis!

Welcome New Members
On Sunday, October 23, the Board of Elders
welcomed Bart and Stacey Wijatyk into the
membership of United Reformed Church. Bart and
Stacey live in Franklin Park with their twin boys,
Jax and Cole. Bart works in commercial real estate
and enjoys nature, hiking, and working with his
hands. Stacey is a therapist, dealing mostly with
young adults and development issues, and she is a
true animal lover. On Sunday, October 30th , their
sons, Jax and Cole will be baptized.
The Elders also welcomed Bonnie Burris of
Manville into our membership. Bonnie is an EMT
and is well-known to the local rescue squad.
Bonnie’s grandmother used to attend United
Reformed Church. Bonnie brings with her, her
daughter, Savannah, who will be baptized on
Sunday, November 6th.

Clarence E. Brunner
U.S. Army
1951-1953

Ernst Gurke
U.S. Army
1952-1954

Gary Cantrel
U.S. Navy
1969-1972

Charles Lane
U.S. Army
1958-1961

John Colligas
U.S. Army
1959-1962

John Lane
U.S. Coast Guard
1980-1984

Tom Dibble
U.S. Air Force
28 Years

Nigel Lane
U.S. Air Force
Retired

Paul Dickey
U.S. Army
1970-1973

Charles T. Moore
U.S. Navy
1951-1955

William Everett
U.S. Air Force
1958-1961

Gary Spratt
U.S. Army
1965-1967

Wayne Stevens
U.S. Army
1958-1960

Please be sure to welcome the Wijatyk’s, Bonnie
and Savannah when you see them. You may pick
up their contact information when you receive the
new directory, and I encourage you to attend the
upcoming baptisms, where we will promise to be a
community of faith and nurture for their families
for years to come.

In Memoriam
Robert Boyer
U.S. Marine Corps
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William Mortenson
U.S. Navy
1943-1946

larrsmm@aol.com. We do have some role openings
available. Being a cast member is very fun,
rewarding and exciting. Come and join the fun!!

Twelfth Night Festival
Preparations

Larry J. Carey and Linda Hayes
Co-chairs, Twelfth Night Committee

Fun Was Had at the Family
Fun Night
On Friday September 30th from 6:30 to 8:00 pm
United Reformed Church hosted its first ever FREE
Family Fun Night for the community. We opened
Fellowship Hall for an evening of arts and crafts,
games with prizes and snacks. Children rotated
through games including a ring toss, bowling, a
bean bag toss and ball games. Jimmy Barry and his
father, Jim, built a candy wheel which was spun to
win the candy choice of where the wheel landed
(talk about win win)! Tables were set up with a
variety of arts and crafts that included the very
popular sand art, decorating crosses, coloring stain
glass pictures, making pins and Christmas
ornaments. A variety of gifts were donated so that
every participant could pick a prize to bring home.
The lounge was pen for toddlers to play with a
variety of toys from the nursery.

Preparations are underway for our next Central
Jersey Twelfth Night - Boar's Head Festival on
Sunday, January 8, 2017. We recently had a very
successful sewing night in which about 10 members
worked hard making the costumes more detailed
and flamboyant to match the Elizabethan
era. Thank you to all of our very dedicated and talented ladies.
This free community musical production is not
possible without the help of our members and
friends. As our festival becomes more popular and
continues to grow each year, so does the
expense. If you would like to make a monetary
donation to support this performance, please pick
up a donation card in the church office at United or
send a check to United Reformed Church,
100 W. Main Street, Somerville, NJ 08876, with
“Twelfth Night” in the memo section. Your name
will be printed in the program as either a Patron or
Sponsor. If you are a business owner and would
like to advertise your business in the program,
please call the church office for advertisement
rates.
If you were in the cast, please continue to respond
to the participation letter that was distributed last
month to all previous cast members. It is very
important that the
committee knows your
commitment to participate in this coming year’s
performance. Please confirm your role with Linda
Hayes at bearwuff@optonline.net, or if you would
like a role change, we will try to accommodate as
best we can. Also, if you were a spectator last year
and were so moved to be a part of this most
amazing performance, please contact Larry Carey,

Thanks to everyone who came out to help make the
evening run smoothly.
Amy Stires
Vice President

United Receives Golden
Hammer
United was the recipient of Raritan Valley Habitat
for Humanity’s Golden Hammer award at their 25th
Anniversary Dream Builders Gala. The Gala took
place on October 6th at the Stone House in Sterling
Ridge in Warren, NJ. United was recognized as a
founding member and for our groundbreaking
leadership.
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Sunday Servers For November
Date

Ushers

11/6

Patrick
Hayes

11/13

&

Fellowship Hour
Linda

Altar Guild

Counters

Lay Reader

Parish Life
Sundae Sunday

Sandy Dibble

Sue Elgard
Michelle Lane

Wanda
Goldsworthy

Pat McKiernan
Connie Osinski

Men’s Fellowship
Group

Fran Wise

Mary Ann
Ferrante
Michelle Lane

Michelle Davis

11/20

Toni Moore
Barbara Schwarz

OPEN
host?

Michelle Davis

Beverly Colligas
Michelle Lane

Tom Dibble

11/27

Art & Wanda
Goldsworthy

Toni Moore
Barbara Schwarz
Alice Gunzelman

Alice Gunzelman

Toni Moore
Michelle Lane

Steve Rus

Can

you

Birthdays and
Anniversaries

Scripture Passages
November 6th
Baptism, Communion, All Saints’ Sunday
Scripture: Revelation 7: 13-17

Birthdays
Nov. 1

November 13th
Pastor Janssen will be away; John Colligas and others will
lead the service. All Veterans are encourage to attend
worship.
Scriptures: Matthew 13:24–30; Psalm 20: 1-9, Nehemiah
4:2-3

Nov. 5
Nov. 7
Nov. 8
Nov. 10
Nov. 12
Nov. 15

November 20th
Stewardship Sunday, “Thanksgiving Sunday”
Christ the King Sunday
Scripture: Colossians 1: 11-20

Nov. 22
Nov. 23
Nov. 30

November 27th
First Sunday in Advent
Scriptures: Isaiah 2: 1-5; Matthew 24: 36-44

Anniversaries
Nov. 4
Douglas & Laurie Holcombe
Nov. 20
Mark & Isabel Cannizzo

Donna Hall
Jay Holcombe
James Phillips
Dan Radziewicz
Savannah Schilling
Charles Moore
Jan McLachlan
Kelly Barry
Rebecca Lane
Barbara Schwarz
Sandy Dibble
Caitlyn Doyle

Food of the Month
For the month of November the Food Bank would like us
to collect foods served during traditional holiday meals
such as potatoes, stuffing, canned vegetables, gravy, etc.
We Now Have a Shopping Cart!, donated by Shop Rite!
You may put donations in the shopping cart in
Fellowship Hall on Sundays or you may place them in
the basket in the narthex, so they don’t have to sit in the
pew with you, and of course you can always drop off
items during the week. All donations help to stock the
shelves of the Food Bank Network of Somerset County,
which distributes food to those in need every Saturday
in Fellowship Hall.
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InTouch is produced by
Lori Herpen, Administrative Assistant
Deadline for the December Issue is
November 22, 2016
Please submit articles, news and photos to:
urcsomerville@optonline.net

B=Basement, FH=Fellowship Hall, S=Sanctuary, L=Lounge
PDC=Puerta del Cielo, AA=Alcoholics Anonymous
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Holiday Jubilee
Saturday, November 26th - 5:30 p.m.
Free!

Rutgers Prep Choir Holiday Concert
Wednesday, December 14th - 7:00 p.m.
Free!

High School Holiday Choral Concert
Friday, December 2nd - 4:00 p.m.
Free!

Raritan Ringers Holiday Hand Bell Concert
Sunday, December 18th - 4:00 p.m.
$10.00 general admission

Peter Mayer
Friday, December 9th - doors open 6:30 p.m.
Tickets $30 available at;
https://www.itickets.com/events/356355

Twelfth Night - Boar’s Head Festival
Sunday, January 8th - 4:00 p.m.
Free!

White Gift Sunday
United’s Outreach Committee will sponsor a White Gift Sunday again this
year. Last year’s gift drive was a huge success! Thank you to all who donated.
Please look for updates in the Sunday bulletins.

United Reformed Church
100 W. Main St.
Somerville, NJ 08876

Love All. Serve All.
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