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Save the Date for a Special Visit! 
  

We are happy to announce that Pastor Simon Muntolol, the lead 
pastor for the Maasai Church Project (one of the agencies we     
support in our Outreach budget) will be present with us during 
and after worship on Sunday, November 24! While many          
congregations are supporting individual projects doing work in 
Maasai country, we are the only congregation that has dedicated a 
Partnership-in-Mission share to this work. Good job, United      
Reformed Church – you are pioneers! 

Under Simon’s leadership, the churches among the Maasai have 
multiplied, and where just 15 years ago the land was dry, there are 
now over a dozen wells in the Rift Valley. The medical clinic in 
Namanga is getting established, and anticipates serving many 
thousand persons who live on the borderland between Kenya and 
Tanzania. 

Simon will be visiting from the 21st to the 24th of November. If    
anyone is willing to host him for a night or two, and perhaps to 
‘show him the town’ (or a hike, or Duke Farm, or some other  
nearby attraction), please call the church office, and we’ll arrange 
for your hospitality. Let’s be gracious hosts to our missionary.      
Be sure to save the date of November 24th for a most fascinating 
and inspiring time in worship, and invite a friend to join you in 
seeing how United is supporting God’s work overseas. 

(If you would like to learn more about the Massai Oureach       
Mission and Simon's work, please go to: 

 https://www.rca.org/maasai-outreach-mission 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Above: Pastor Janssen (left), Pastor Simon Muntolol (middle) and   
Derrick Jones, RCA Secretary for Africa (right).   

https://www.rca.org/maasai-outreach-mission
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Parish the Thought 
One recent morning I got out of bed, prepared for 
the shower, and turned on the radio. And what was 
the first thing I heard? None other than the fall 
pledge drive on local public radio. I admit it: I 
rolled my eyes. I wondered, “How many days of this 
nagging are we in for?” It’s not that I mind being 
asked to support public radio. It’s that the an-
nouncements come in the fall, in winter, in spring, 
and in summer. Four times a year. Four breaks, 
times about six days each, makes around 24 days. 
(Not counting the times we seem to get caught on 
vacation listening to pledge breaks.) Multiply that 
by the number of sales approaches: guilt, bandwag-
on, incentives, cajoling, cost/benefit, celebrity asso-
ciation. My, it does get tiring. 

And I’m not going to pretend that it’s any easier to 
deal with your church getting in line with everyone 
else for a slice of your paycheck. But we do send out 
just one solicitation, and just once a year (barring 
any other special fund drives). I’ve been to churches 
that have a weekly “commercial.” I don’t much like 
it; that’s clearly overboard. At the same time, I’m 
not sure that the minimalist approach we take is 
quite spiritually healthy. 

Plenty of studies have shown that increased gener-
osity lowers your blood pressure, boosts your mood, 
helps you stay connected (a major component in 
fighting compulsive and addictive behaviors), and 
ultimately helps you live longer. Not bad outcomes, 
I’d say! 

Nobody has any plans to overhaul the way we con-
duct stewardship drives at United. But I am giving 
you a heads-up that you’ll be receiving that one an-
nual letter soon. I’m also asking you to open the 
letter, to consider all the ways that, by giving to 
United, you participate in the broad swell of grace 
and good will that God offers to this world. And I’m 
asking you to commit yourself to all the ways that 
United loves all and serves all in 2020. 

Your gift is God’s blessing. 

And praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
right? Praise God with your gift to his work here at 
United. 

 
Rev. Paul G. Janssen 

Pastor 
 

Honoring Our Veterans 
In recognition of Veteran’s Day (Monday,            
November 11th), we will have a  Roll Call of Honor 
on Sunday, November 10th, to recognize current 
members of our congregation who are veterans. We 
would like to encourage all veterans to                 
attend.  Below is a list of our members who have 
served our country along with their military 
branch.  We are very proud of their contributions to 
our country, their citizenship and the sacrifices they 
have made to protect our freedom.  May God bless 
America and our veterans.   

Member  Branch of Service  

Clarence Brunner Army   

John M. Colligas Army    

William Everett   Air Force  

Ernst Gurke  Army   

Charles Lane  Army   

John Lane  Coast Guard   

Nigel Lane  Air Force   

Len Marcinkowsi    Navy 

Gary Spratt  Army   

Wayne Stevens  Army   

Ray Struck  Navy    

 

If you know of a current member who is a veteran 
and is not on our list, please notify the church 
office. It is with deep gratitude that we recognize all 
past and former members from First, Second and 
Third Reformed Churches and now United, who 
have served our country honorably.   

 

Daylight Savings Time Ends 
 

 

 

 

 

Remember to “fall back”!   

Turn your clocks back one-hour before going to bed 

on Saturday night,  

November 2nd!  
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Sunday 
School News 

 
Sunday school is in full 
swing with the kids  
engaged in Biblical   
lessons and crafts.  Even 
though we are a small 
group, we are making a 

difference in the lives of others.  The Sunday School 
and Youth Group will team up once again to      
complete the next service project. The kids will   
assemble Thanksgiving baskets for members of our 
church who may need a little extra cheering up 
while they are either healing at home or who are 
unable to attend worship on a regular basis.  This  
project is planned for November 24th. 

 

Linda Hayes 
Sunday School Coordinator 

 

Youth Group News 

 
The youth of our church continue to provide their 
helpful hands for the benefit of others.  On October 
6th, the kids joined together to sort donated toiletry 
items that had been collected over the last few 
weeks, to make “hygiene kits”.  The kids filled a   
total of 41, gallon-size zip lock bags with men’s and 
women’s themed hygiene items. The kits were given 
to the Samaritan Homeless Interim Program (SHIP) 
to distribute to their clients in need.  In addition to 
the hygiene kits, two shopping bags filled with           

additional bars of soap were also donated to SHIP to 
hand out as needed.   
 

A message of care was attached to each bag, so that 
we continue to share our “love all, serve all”        
mission in our community.  Thank you to everyone 
who generously donated the supplies.  
 

Additionally, I would like to say a special thanks to  
the youth group for their help with assembling the 
Welcome Packets that our Sunday greeters hand 
out to new visitors.  The marketing committee    
recently updated some of the information in the 
packets and needed to restock our supply of         
materials. Sometimes, it is those “little things” that 
happen behind the scenes that help everything  
continue to run smoothly.   
 

Amy Stires 
Youth Group Coordinator 

 

Santa is Coming to URC! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Friday, November 30th, the Downtown          
Somerville Alliance (DSA) will hold it’s annual       
Holiday Jubilee. The Jubilee kicks off the season 
with the lighting of the town Christmas tree on   
Division Street, and Santa’s visit through town on a 
fire truck. His final destination will be here at URC 
for photos on the church lawn in front of a festive 
backdrop. Our marketing committee will welcome 
guests with a free cup of hot cocoa. This is a free 
community event sponsored by the DSA. Activities 
begin at 5:00 p.m.   
 

The marketing committee encourages our members 
to volunteer. We will need some help handing out 
hot cocoa and greeting families as they wait on line 
with their kids to meet Santa. If you are willing to 
volunteer for this festive occasion, please see Amy 
Stires or call the church office.   
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Consistory Corner 
At their meeting held on Tuesday, October 22nd, 
the Consistory took the following actions/
acknowledgements:  

 

• Reviewed the status of the search for a director 
of music. 

• Gathered committee responses on how to    
support the next generation. 

• Evaluated community outreach events held by 
Safe + Sound Somerset and the VilleFest. 

• Approved Worship Committee proposal for the 
sanctuary in Epiphany. 

• Reviewed the plan for White Gift Sunday from 
the Outreach committee (December 15).  

• Received a report from the personnel           
committee of annual staff evaluations. 
 

….and heard brief reports and updates from all 
committees, as well as reviewed upcoming dates 
through November.  If you ever have a concern you 
would like to bring to the Consistory, please do! 
Just talk to either John M. Colligas, the Vice-
President or to Pastor Janssen.     
 

You Are Invited! 
Appreciation Brunch 

 

On Thanksgiving, we gather to give thanks for the 
many gifts we have received throughout the year.  
We would like to say thanks to everyone in our con-
gregation and church family. On Sunday,            
November 17th, we are hosting a special Fellow-
ship Hour Appreciation Brunch to show our 
gratitude to the many members and friends of  URC 
who give freely of their time and talents to the 
church and to our outreach efforts in the           
community.  A light brunch will be provided by the 
Parish Life Committee.  For planning purposes, 
please inform the church office by Wednesday,   
November 13th if you plan to attend.   

 

Food of the Month 
 

For the month of November, we are collecting              
foods  to prepare a traditional Thanksgiving Dinner 
(instant mashed potatoes, canned vegetables, 
stuffing & corn bread mixes, jarred gravy, etc.)
Donations can be dropped off in the shopping cart 
in Fellowship Hall or brought to the church office 
during the week.  All donations benefit the Food 
Bank Network of Somerset County and/or SHIP.   

Twelfth Night  
Updates 

 

                     Central Jersey  
Twelfth Night Boar’s Head Festival 
Sunday, January 5, 2020 at 4:00 p.m. 

 

The annual fundraising campaign has begun for the 
2020 Central Jersey Twelfth Night Boar's Head    
Festival. Thank you to everyone who has responded 
so far with very generous donations.   
 

A fundraising poster is  hanging in the hallway by 
the office for all to see the status of our fundraising 
efforts.  This festival is not possible each year with-
out the support from the members and friends of 
all three churches involved.  There is still plenty of 
time to help us to reach our fundraising goal.  Just 
fill out a donation slip (located in the church office) 
and either drop it off or mail it back to the church 
office, with “Attention: 12th Night” on the            
envelope.   
 

Past cast members 
were recently sent an 
email  to confirm  
participation again 
this year.  If you are a 
cast member, please 
respond with your 
availability by     
December 1st.   
We need all ages to 
fill roles. So, if you 
have always been a 
spectator in the  
audience and want  
a chance to be a part 
of this very special 
festival, please reach 
out to me, as we have 
room for all!  
 

Don't forget to check out the festival’s Facebook 
page at:  

https://www.facebook.com/URC12thNight/ 
Remember to follow, share, like and leave a review!  
 

The next Twelfth Night Committee meeting will 
take place on Tuesday, November 19th at 7:00 p.m. 
in the church lounge.  

Wassail! 
Linda Hayes, Chair 

Twelfth Night Committee 



Dinner Club 
November Gathering - Zin Burger 

 
 
 
 
 
Zinburger is so much more than a burger joint.  
Not only do the offer mouthwatering burgers like 
the “Big, Bad and the Blue”, which has blue cheese, 
bacon-onion jam, baby arugula, fried onion strings 
& dijonnaise. But the menu also includes basic 
burgers, chicken sandwiches, veggie burgers, and 
salads as well.  All have an upscale twist.  Take a 
look at the menu and check out the drinks, shakes 
and pies.  Zinburger also has seasonal specials    
including a bison meatball appetizer and a chicken 
and pear salad.  I cannot wait to see the November 
specials.  This a place you do not want to miss.   
Because we will be a large group, cash payment is 
easiest.  

 

Meeting at: 
Zinburger  

Wine & Burger Bar 
 

Address: 
550 Somerset Corporate Blvd. 

                        Bridgewater, NJ 08807 

 

Date:   
                                   Wednesday 
                       November 13th at 6:30 p.m.  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Everyone will be responsible for his or her own 
meal, tax and gratuity. Please call or email the 
church by Monday, November 11th,  so that we can 
call ahead to reserve a table.  

We will not be having a December Dinner Club 
gathering due to the busyness of the Christmas   
season.  However, if you are interested in hosting 
the January gathering, please contact me through 
the church office. 

Beth Cassidy 
Activities Coordinator 

Join Us for a Craft Night 

Something a little new and different for URC       
activity night;  we will each make a welcome sign 
for the Winter Season to take home.  Mark your  
calendars now for Friday, November 22nd , at 
6:30 p.m.  We will meet in Fellowship Hall. More 
details on the craft will be published in the Sunday 
bulletins. Come and join friends for some warm 
apple cider and inviting conversation.  It will be 
wonderful time to socialize and let the creative 
juices flow. There will be a $5 cost per person.  

 

Making Connections in  

Our Community 

An ongoing initiative of the marketing committee 

is to have a presence in the community. So, the 

marketing committee suggested hosting another 

“Craft Time” on our front lawn, since the one held 

back in August was so successful.   

On October 6th, during   

the very busy Somerville 

Street Fair, families and 

their young children were 

encouraged to join us for 

some craft fun of our own.  

We had tables set up in 

front of the church and  

provided supplies for chil-

dren to paint shells 

(handpicked from the Jersey 

shore) and fill containers 

with layers of colored sand  

to make sand art.     

 

It also was the perfect chance for our members to 

also engage in conversations with locals, hand out                  

information, and answer questions from visiting 

parents about our church, as well as promote the 

variety of activities that we have to offer.   

 

A special thanks to Tommy Hayes and Jimmy Barry 

for    helping to carry the supplies outside and to 

Jean Bucek and Annette Janssen for helping all the    

budding artists that stopped by our table.  
 

Amy Stires, Chair 

Marketing Committee 
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Above:  
Savannah Schilling 
paints a seashell.  
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Scripture Passages 
 

November 3:  Twenty-first Sunday after  
Pentecost 
Habakkuk 1:1-4  & 2::1-4 Psalm 119:137-144 
Isaiah 1:10-18   Luke 19:1-10 
 

November 10:  Twenty-second Sunday after  
Pentecost 
Haggai 1:15b-2   Psalm 145:1-5, 17-21 
Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17 Luke 20:27-38 
 

November 17:  Twenty-third Sunday after   
Pentecost 
Isaiah 65:17-25   Psalm 98 
2 Thessalonians 3:6-13  Luke 21:5-19 
 
November 24:  Twenty-fourth Sunday after  
Pentecost 
Jeremiah 23:1-6   Psalm 46 
Colossians 1:11-20  Luke 23:33-439 

 
  Holiday Services  

 

           First Sunday of Advent 
December 1, 2010 

 

White Gift Sunday 
December 15, 2010 

 

Traditional Christmas Eve   
with Candlelight & Carols 
December 24th at 8:00 p.m.  

 

Date Ushers/ 
Greeter 

Fellowship 
Hour 

Altar Guild Counters Lay Reader/ 

11/3 Beth Cassidy 
Lyn Van Gorder 
G: Sue Elgard 

Parish Life 
Sundae Sunday 

Alice  
Gunzelman 
 

Mary Ann Ferrante 
Mark Cannizzo 

Michelle Davis 

11/10 Len & Charlotte 
Marcinkowski 
G: Sandy Dibble 
 

Fran Wise  
Lyn Van Gorder 
Annette Janssen 

Mark Cannizzo Jean Barber-Bucek 
Michelle Lane 

Steve Rus 

11/17 Michelle Davis 
Emily Hayes 
G: Jean Barber-
Bucek 

Open:  Can you 
host?   

Sandy Dibble Diny Buchanan 
Michelle Lane 

Jean  
Barber-Bucek 

11/24 Mark Cannizzo 
Jim Phillips 
G: Lyn Van Gorder 

Alice Gunzelman  
Barbara Schwarz 

Michelle Davis Fran Wise 
Mark Cannizzo 

Gary Spratt 

     Sunday Servers For November 

Birthdays and 
 Anniversaries 

 

Birthdays 

Nov. 1  Donna Hall 
  Jay Holcombe 
Nov. 5  James Phillips 
Nov. 7  Dan Radziewicz 
Nov. 8  Savannah Schilling (Turning 5!)   
Nov. 12  Jan McLachlan 
Nov. 15  Kelly Barry, Rebecca Lane 
Nov. 22  Barbara Schwarz 
Nov. 23  Sandy Dibble 
   
Anniversaries 
Nov. 4  Douglas & Laurie Holcombe 
Nov. 20 Mark & Isabel Cannizzo 
 
 

Readers Needed 
 

We will need several readers for our Traditional 
Christmas Eve service.  If you’d like to volunteer to 
be reader, please see Pastor Janssen.   

InTouch is produced by  
Lori Herpen, Administrative Assistant 

Deadline for the December Issue is 
November 19, 2019 

Please submit articles, news and photos to:  
admin@urcsomerville.org 
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100 W. Main St. 
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Love All - Serve All 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 SHIP  
Holiday Meal Program 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anyone in need of a free, traditional Thanksgiving 
meal along with a warm atmosphere and fellowship, 
is welcome to the Samaritan Homeless Interim     
Program (SHIP)’s Thanksgiving Dinner, which will be 
served here at United Reformed Church on     
Thanksgiving Day, November 28th from 12:00 noon 
to 3:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.  Take-out dinners will 
also be available. For more information about this 
program, to volunteer for future holiday meals or to 

make a donation, please call SHIP at: (908) 393-9545    
 
 

 

 

 

 

High School Holiday Choral Concert 

Friday, December 13th - 4:00 p.m. 
Admission is Free!  

Seating may be limited to the balcony 

 

Peter Mayer, Stars & Promises  

Echoes of the Season 
20th Anniversary Celebration! 

Friday, December 20th - 7:30 p.m. 
Doors open 6:30 p.m. 

Advance Tickets $35, At the door: $45.   
To order tickets:  1-800-965-9324, or online:  

https://www.itickets.com/events/405263 
 

 

https://www.itickets.com/events/405263

