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Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m. 
Rev. Paul G. Janssen 

 

 
Follow Us On Facebook! 

facebook/unitedsomerville 
 

 

Sunday, October 20th - 1:30 p.m.  
45th Anniversary Celebration 

and Pre-Walk Kickoff - 12:30 p.m. 
(Guest Speakers, light refreshments) 

Walk Begins at 1:30 p.m.  
 

Walker Registration Now Open! 
https://www.crophungerwalk.org/somervillenj/

Account/Register 

 

Support Team United! 

Donate Here 
Twenty-five percent of the funds we raise is split between the Food 
Bank Network of Somerset County and the Samaritan Homeless 
Interim Program (SHIP).  The remaining funds are used by Church 
World Services to support hunger programs throughout the    
United States and abroad.  In addition to the walk, we are also  
collecting non-perishable food items throughout the month of  
October, which can be dropped off at the church office.   
 

For more information contact: Mark Cannizzo, Walk         
Coordinator at: crophungerwalk.urc@gmail.com  

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.crophungerwalk.org/somervillenj/Donate
mailto:crophungerwalk.urc@gmail.com
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Parish the Thought 
 

A quick google search of “Church and Change” 
yielded these first 6 results:  

• What To Do When People Want A Church To 
Grow 

• 7 Signs Your Church Will Never Change  

• Urgent Church: Nine Changes We Must Make 
Or Die 

• 6 things to remember when making changes in 
a local church ... 

• 5 Massive Changes Coming to Your Church (If 
They're Not There Already) 

• How to Change Your Church  

Honestly, I get exhausted and a bit anxious reading 
a list like that. Do you?  

Nevertheless, change does come to churches, and it 
comes to ours. 

Sometimes change comes more by circumstance and 
necessity than by intention. This fall we’ve been 
worshiping with a pianist and choir director, rather 
than a single person at the organ bench. We’re    
doing this on an interim basis as we continue to 
look for a director of music who brings excellent 
skills to the organ, but this is a change. So far, I’m 
hearing good things about what’s been happening. 

Sometimes change comes for reasons beyond our 
grasp. Worship attendance has been pretty low so 
far this fall. Why? Some folks are away. Some have 
illness in their families. Some folks don’t experience 
worship as a positive enough experience to put 
aside other pursuits on a Sunday morning. Or they 
just got tired of it. A discouraging change, but   
hardly one that lends to blaming any one. Change 
happens. 

Sometimes we change on purpose. The consistory is 
working on an initiative for the church called 
“STRONG” – Supporting The Rise Of the Next    
Generations. Several committees have weighed in 
on changes that they believe would help our church 
become a more effective advocate for the ‘next’ 
United Reformed Church. In this case, change is 
intentional, and it involves being willing to be 
changed. 

We know that Jesus’ first ‘sermon’ was “repent, for 
the kingdom of God is at hand.” Repent=change. 

Change happens in all sorts of ways. And it’s not 
always comfortable, and it’s not always good. But 
this much is undeniable: change happens! 

The most common response to an unwelcome 
change is “People don’t like change.” When I hear 
that, I wonder “Why don’t they?”  

First, people don’t like what they don’t like, and as 
the saying goes, ‘there’s no accounting for taste.’ If, 
when change comes, we can talk about what we like, 
or don’t like, and why, then we’ve made a bit of     
progress in discerning the meaning of change.  

Second, when change happens, we lose something, 
and loss hurts. Children grow and leave the home – 
we like to see them mature, but at the same time 
we lament the loss of these ones whose joy and en-
ergy meant so much to the family. Computers and 
smart phones offer access to a vastly expanded 
world of information and social networking, but at 
the same time we seem to have lost the art of     
simple face-to-face conversation. A church drops a 
significant program (like Lenten lunches) for many 
reasons. On the one hand perhaps the change was 
necessary; on the other hand, so many close friend-
ships were made over stirring the soup and serving 
the sandwiches, and something is surely lost. 

While it’s true that ‘people don’t like change.’    
People don’t like losing people or practices or     
programs that enrich their lives by creating         
fulfilling relationships. If, when change comes, we 
can talk about what we’re losing and why that      
matters, we’ve begun to touch the affairs of the 
heart.   

And when we’re talking heart-matters, we’re      
making space for God to speak to us, to invite us, to 
cajole us, to call us again to the wonder and joy and 
delight and amazement of the dawning of the    
kingdom of God. Spirit-led change is change for the 
better.  

What do you think about this? My door is always 
open if you’d like to come by for a chat. I’d love to 
have the conversation! 

 
Rev. Paul G. Janssen 

Pastor 
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Sunday School 
News 

We welcomed back our 
youth to a new school year 
on September 8th.  We are 
using the Whole People of 
God curriculum and our 
first unit of study is called 
"Real World/Real Faith."   

The kids are learning about how to apply Biblical 
principles to real world situations and most         
importantly; how to maintain faith.  
 
It is our goal to have the youth participate in the 
annual Crop Hunger Walk on October 20th.  Please 
make sure to reach out our children and consider 
sponsoring them with a donation, as they walk to 
help end hunger.  This is a real world problem and a 
very local one as well.   
 
Sunday School Registration is ongoing so if you 
have a friend, relative or neighbor who is looking 
for a program for their little ones, kindly refer them 
to United. 

Linda Hayes 
Sunday School Coordinator 

 
Dinner with Iglesia de Dios 

On Saturday, October 26th at 6:00 p.m., all are    
invited to attend a getting-to-know-you dinner in 
Fellowship Hall with our friends from the Spanish-
speaking congregations that worships in our       
sanctuary on Sunday afternoons and Wednesday 
evenings. Although we sometimes refer to them as 
"the Spanish-speaking church", their full name is 
"Iglesia de Dios Jesucristo Rey de Reyes." (In        
English, "Jesus Christ, King of Kings," and their    
denomination is Church of God.) 
 
We hope to have at least 30 people from our       
congregation attend, as we reach out to make 
friendships with our brothers and sisters in Christ. 
We are providing the dinner for this gathering.  
Deacon  Steve Rus is our team leader for this event, 
and will need plenty of assistance on everything 
from     planning a menu to arranging the room and         
developing a program. (Oh, and cleanup. There's 
always cleanup.) Please make contact with Steve as 
planning goes forward. 
 
 

If you plan to attend, please sign up on the easel set 
up in Fellowship Hall or call the church office and 
we'll add you to the list.  Let's see where the Spirit 
leads us as we take this first step toward making 
genuine friendships.   
 

Pastor Janssen 
 

Backyard Cornhole  
Tournament 
the Winner is... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our first cornhole tournament took place over three 
consecutive Thursdays in September.  The          
competition was fierce. Nachos and pizza in         
between games did not distract the players, who all 
had their eye on the prize. Although cornhole was a 
game that was practiced for years by many of the 
participants, it was Shannon and Chad Nicholls 
(pictured above)that had the early lead and were 
able to come home as the big winners.   

Beth Cassidy 
Activities Coordinator 

 

The Book Club on Main 
 

The next gathering of the Book Club on Main will 
take place on Wednesday, October 30th at 7:00 
p.m., in the church lounge. Kathy Phillips will be 
our host.  The current book selection is “Here if You 
Need Me”, by Kate Braestrup.  If you need a copy  of 
the book, please see Kathy Phillips or call the 
church office.  
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Consistory Corner 

The Consistory met on Tuesday, September 24th. 
Below are some bullet points of actions taken or 
discussed.   

• We noted that after a long tenure here in our 
building, Raritan Valley Habitat for Humanity has 
accepted the invitation to relocate to Pluckemin 
Presbyterian Church, which is offering them     
handicapped-accessible offices and plenty of     
parking – neither of which we are able to provide. 
This transition should take place in early 2020. 

• We will be celebrating the baptism of Logan 
Kemmerer, the daughter of Jessica (Elgard) 
Kemmerer, on Sunday, October 13th. 

• We are planning a dinner with our friends from 
the Iglesia de Dios Iesucristo Rey de Reyes (Jesus 
Christ King of Kings, Church of God) on Saturday, 
October 26. Please see the article elsewhere in 
InTouch about this. 

• Pledge donations are down a bit for the first 
eight months of the year. If you would, could you 
check to see if you are up to date? Thank you! 

The next meeting of the consistory is schedule for  
Tuesday, October 22nd at 7:15 p.m.  

 

Twelfth Night Fundraising   
to Begin 

 
 

 

 

 

 

The next production of the Central Jersey Twelfth 
Night Boar's Head Festival is only a few months 
away. This year’s festival will take place on Sunday, 
January 5th at 4:00 p.m. The Twelfth Night        
committee is working year round to continue to 
make this festival a  memorable way to end the   
holiday season for our community.  Our annual 
fundraising campaign will begin in October.  All 
members and friends of  United Reformed Church, 
Bernardsville United Methodist Church and     
Peapack Reformed Church will be receiving the  

annual fundraising letter in the mail.  We are so 
grateful for the financial support from our patrons 
and sponsors, which allows this festival to remain 
free to the community.  A fundraising campaign 
poster will be hanging in the by the church office, 
so that everyone can see the   progress we make in 
reaching our fundraising goals. 

The Twelfth Night Committee will have their next 
meeting on Tuesday, October 15th at 7:00 p.m., in 
the church lounge.  If you are interested in joining 
our committee, please reach out to me at:          
bearwuff@optonline.net.  All are welcome! 

Wassail! 
Linda Hayes, Chair 

Twelfth Night Committee 
 

 Looking Good!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As a result of the generous donations from the  
Congregation to the Capital Improvement        
Campaign, we have begun our first project.  The 
exterior of the wood of the entry doors on the front 
porch have been pressure washed, sanded, stained, 
and sealed, and the hardware painted.  This work 
was completed by a local painting contractor,     
Alfonso Rodriguez.  On October 10th, he will be 
returning to do the same work to the other two sets 
of doors on the front porch, so that all of the doors 
will match.  We have several other projects in the 
pipeline to beautify our Church home.  As a         
reminder, there are white and orange envelopes 
included in the pledge envelope box for your       
contribution to this effort.  If you have any projects 
to suggest and sponsor, please speak with me, or 
leave a note in my mailbox in the Church office. 
 

John Lane, Chair 
Properties Committee 

mailto:bearwuff@optonline.net


Dinner Club 
September Review 

September’s Dinner Club was at Café Picasso.  
What a treat!  Fifteen people attended including a 
few people for the first time.  We had a private 
room and many enjoyed the ½ price dinner entrees.  
Pleasant conversations covered summer vacations 
and the recently read books.  I look forward to 
more great eats around Somerville.  

October Gathering - The Salted Lime 

The Salted Lime is one of my new favorite           
restaurants. It has been open for over a year and it 
draws a large crowd.  I have been there for drinks, 
appetizers and desserts and I am looking forward to 
sampling the dinner menu.  Of course there are  
tacos and quesadillas, but there is much more to 
the Salted Lime menu.  The menu also includes 
pork chops, muscles and shrimp and a Cuban   
sandwich.  Take a look at the menu and join us The 
Salted Lime.  There will be a limit of 15 people, so if 
you are interested please RSVP early so you do not 
miss out.  

 
 
 
 
 

Meeting at : The Salted Lime 
Located at: 46 East Main St 

Somerville, NJ  
Date: October 9, at 6:30 pm  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Everyone will be responsible for his or her own 
meal, tax and gratuity. Please call or email the 
church by Monday October 7, so we can call 
ahead to reserve a table. There is a limit of 15  
people.  If you would to attend but need a ride, 
please contact me or call the church office.    

Beth Cassidy 
Activities Coordinator 

 

 
Bunco! 

A United Reformed Church Favorite 
 

 

 

The crowds come out for this event so mark your 
calendars now.  Everyone has a good time even if 
you do not win.  Call a friend and bring her or him 
along to join the fun.  Bunco is a simple dice game, 
which lends itself to socializing, meeting new     
people, and catching up with friends. There will be 
cash and other prizes.  Here is all of the important 
information: 

Date: Friday, October 25, 2019 
Time:  Doors open at 6:00 p.m.  

Dropping dice at 6:30 p.m. 
Location: Fellowship Hall at URC 

Cost: $5 per person 
 

Reserve your spot at a table by calling the church 
office 908-725-4545 by Wednesday, October 23rd.   
If you have any questions contact Beth Cassidy.  
Feel free to bring a friend.  All are invited, age 12 
years or above.  Dessert will be served. 
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Learn about modern-day slavery in our state 
and how you can help prevent it.   

 
Guest Speaker Kate Lee, Executive Director  

New Jersey  
Coalition Against Human Trafficking 

 
Wednesday, October 2, 2019 

7:00 to 9:00 p.m. 
Fellowship Hall 

Light Refreshments will be served. 
This is a free, educational presentation, open to   

the community.  
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Scripture Passages 
 

October 6:  Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Lamentations 1:1-6  Psalm 137 
Timothy 1:1-14   Luke 17:5-10 
 

October 13:  Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7  Psalm 66:1-2 
Timothy 2:8-15   Luke 17:11-19 
 

October 20:  Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Jeremiah 31:27-34  Psalm 119:97-104 
Timothy 3:14-4:5  Luke 18:1-8  
 
October 27:  Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 
Joel 2:23-32   Psalm 65 
Timothy 4:6-8   Luke 18:9-14 
 
 

Food of the Month 
 

For the month of October, we are collecting              
miscellaneous canned foods as part of our 45th         
anniversary celebration of the CROP Hunger Walk. 
Donations can be dropped off in the shopping cart in 
Fellowship Hall or brought to the church office during 
the week.  All donations benefit the Food Bank        
Network of Somerset County and/or SHIP.   

Date Ushers/ 
Greeter 

Fellowship 
Hour 

Altar Guild Counters Lay Reader/ 

10/6 Charles & Carol 
Lane 
G: Sue Elgard 

Parish Life 
Sundae Sunday 

Alice  
Gunzelman 
 

Sandy Dibble 
Michelle Lane 

Sandy Dibble 

10/13 Wayne & Bev  
Stevens 
G: Beth Cassidy 
 

Fran Wise  
Lyn Van Gorder 
Annette Janssen 

Mark Cannizzo Mark Cannizzo 
Michelle Lane 

Beth Cassidy 

10/20 Howard & Cynthia 
Wagner 
G: Lyn Van Gorder 

Open:  Can you 
host?   

Michelle Davis Sue Elgard 
Michelle Lane 

Jim Phillips 

10/27 Tom Hayes 
Jaclyn Barry 
G: Diny Buchanan 

Alice Gunzelman  
Barbara Schwarz 

Fran Wise Kathy Phillips 
Michelle Lane 

Annette Janssen 

     Sunday Servers For October 

Birthdays and 
 Anniversaries 

 

Birthdays 

Oct. 1  Brian Cassidy 
Oct. 10  Barbara Burke, Megan Elgard 
Oct. 11  Heather Stires 
Oct. 12  Meghan Cassidy 
Oct. 17  Karl Banks 
Oct. 19  Cynthia Wagner, Gary Spratt  
Oct. 20  Doug Young 
Oct. 21  Dave Ruff 
Oct. 24  Giovanni Gabriel Rojas 
Oct. 25  Jane Coleman, Emily Rojas 

Oct. 26  Barbara Ciamporcero  
   
Anniversaries 
Oct. 7  Charles & Carol Lane 
Oct. 8  Ernst & Inge Gurke 
Oct. 9  Brian & Beth Cassidy 
Oct. 23  James & Carol Barry 
Oct. 24  Pete & Cathy Stires 
Oct. 29  Chris & Barbara Burke  

InTouch is produced by  
Lori Herpen, Administrative Assistant 

Deadline for the November Issue is 
October 22nd, 2019 

Please submit articles, news and photos to:  
admin@urcsomerville.org 
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United Reformed Church  
100 W. Main St. 
Somerville, NJ 08876 
 

 
 
 

Love All - Serve All 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

A Meaningful Experience 
 

• Opening Prayer led by Rev. Paul G. Janssen, Pastor, 
United Reformed Church 

• Hear inspirational stories from survivors. 
• Listen to the Somerville High School Choir        

perform. 
• Participate in a candlelight procession  honoring 

victims who lost their lives in domestic abuse     

related incidents in Somerset county.  
 

For more information about this event contact Jessica 
Skultety at 908-359-0003 x214 

October is  
Domestic Violence  
Awareness Month 
 
 
 

 
 
 

24 Hour Call or Text Hotline 

1-866-685-1122 


