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From Pastoral Transition to  
Congregational Transformation 

 
Every so often, especially when our children were younger,       
Annette and I would decide that it was time for a “family meet-
ing.” When it looked like the focus of our family’s energy might 
need to shift, we sat down and talked about it. Our values re-
mained the same: mutual love and support, honesty, and faith, 
and a hopeful outlook. But the way those values played out in real 
life would have to respond to what was happening or was soon to 
happen. 
 

Every so often churches need to have family meetings to consider 
where their collective energies need to shift. Their values remain 
the same, but how they live out those values needs a new focus, in 
response to both the changing world outside the church’s doors 
and the changing reality of what’s happening inside the church 
family. 
 

The last time United Reformed Church had a family meeting of 
this kind was back in 2011. (Do you remember?) At the time, we 
formulated several five year goals. And now it’s 2016, and we’ve 
come through some rather significant years and accomplished 
some of those goals from 2011. It’s time to have another family 
meeting. 
 

The Consistory has approved a process for having that meeting. 
On April 17th, we want to have as many church members as      
possible be present for Sunday worship and then remain after 
worship for a luncheon and large and small group discussions  
until about 1:15. We will discuss the process of Strategic Planning 
and begin our discussions on the way to unearthing our                   
congregation’s “family values”: what makes us, “us”.    
 
During April and May, we will ask all members of the               
congregation to participate in two activities. First, we will be    
having approximately 10 “cottage meetings” in peoples’ homes. 
These meetings will be times for us to share our most deeply held 
convictions about United and our hopes for our future. Second, 
we would like every member of the congregation to complete a 
100-question survey called the “Congregational Assessment 
Test,” or CAT.  (Nobody fails – it’s not that kind of test!) This in-
strument will help us to discover what energizes our congregation 
the most: what inspires us; what excites us; what motivates us.                 
    (cont’d on p. 3) 
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Parish the Thought 
 

   As we begin the year-long process of Strategic 
Planning, I’ll be offering some food for thought on 
Sunday mornings. The morning messages will be 
focused on getting a bigger picture of the kinds of 
forces that we, as well as every other mainline    
congregation, have been facing in the last 40 years. 
Here are some “teasers” that I hope will whet your 
appetite: 
 

April 3:   “What Time Is It?  
For most of the history of the church, it’s been “our 
time.” We Christians have been the dominant force 
behind American culture. But that seems to be   
fading, doesn’t it? From soccer games on Sunday 
mornings to “Holiday” (instead of Christmas)     
concerts, the signs of not being in the driver’s seat 
any more. How do we respond to this situation that 
is relatively new to us? 
 
April 10:  “Will You Still Need Me When I’m 64?” 
We’ve always assumed that the church was          
attractive; that people would want to be with us 
church folk because everyone needs God; and we 
were the local God franchise. Seems we’re just not 
as attractive as we used to be, doesn’t it? If  that 
“attractional” model is no longer in play, what     
direction can we go? 
 

April 17: “Who Is My Neighbor?” 
Of course, that’s an ancient question. You may 
know it from the story of the Good Samaritan. 
What you may not realize is that our children face 
this question full-force every day in school. Our 
public schools are intensely plural – people speak 
many languages, practice many religions, and      
celebrate countless cultures. What does this        
situation mean for the church, if, as we often say, 
“the youth are the future of the church?” How can 
we live together in such a way as to be ahead of the 
wave, rather than forever playing catch-up? 
 

April 24: “What’s the Buzz?  
Tell Me What’s A-Happening!” 

Once, when we wanted to know what God was    
doing in the world, we would look first to the 
church. And, to a great extent we still do. But, as 
some folks say, it may no longer be that “God 
church has a mission,” but “God’s mission has a 
church.” Where do we see God’s work happening all 
around us – whether or not within the church’s 

walls – and how can we partner with God’s work, 
wherever it’s happening? 
 

May 1  “How Many Licks Does It Take? 
You know, to get to the Tootsie Roll…. That’s what 
the old commercial used to ask about getting to the 
core of the Tootsie Pop. Well, what’s the “CORE” of 
the living church? While the people of God have 
always embodied the full range of human emotions, 
consistent in every era is the expression of joy in 
being God’s own beloved. How may we project joy 
into the future of our own family of faith? 
 

May 8 “Open Wide!” 
That may be what your dentist says, but it’s also 
what the Spirit is saying to the church in the 21st 
century. “Openness” (or welcome, or hospitality) 
isn’t just a buzzword for us. It’s the very practical 
expression of what “salvation” means – and what 
the Scriptures have described as salvation, from 
Genesis, when God made space for this world to 
become, to Revelation, when God makes a new city 
with healing waters and a majestic chorus of a   
multitude of believers. How may we embody such a 
deep spirit of welcome that people may say of us, “I 
didn’t know whether I was in Somerville or in  
heaven…..?” 
 
I hope I didn’t steal my thunder, and that you’ll still 
want to come to worship in April and May!  See you 
in church! 
 
Prayers needed for Strategic Planning Process; 
“Unless the Lord builds the city, those who build it 
labor in vain.” (Psalm 127) Our Strategic Planning 
Process is not about building up our own religious 
club. It’s about building up the church so that we 
can more effectively love and serve our area in 
God’s name. To that end, the whole Strategic Plan-
ning Process needs to be built on a foundation of 
prayer. Are you willing to pray for the process over 
the course of the coming year? If you say yes, you 
will receive e-mails (or snail mail, if you prefer) that 
request prayers for where we are in the process and 
for the people involved at that particular point. If 
you’d like to be on the prayer team for Strategic 
Planning, please contact the Pastor or the Church 
Office and we’ll be sure to keep you fully informed 
of what’s coming next and what to pray for.  
Thanks! 

Rev. Paul G. Janssen 
Pastor 

 

 



News From the  
Consistory 

(cont’d from front page) 
 

This test can be taken either 
online via computer at home 
(or at church), or by filling out 

paper surveys here at the church office. All results 
are anonymous. Once all results are in, a consultant 
will interpret them to the Consistory via an internet 
meeting. 
 
During the summer, a team will be formulating a 
draft of a report based on our cottage meetings and 
the CAT. That draft will go back and forth with the           
Consistory for a few meetings until we have a plan 
that meets the standards that are universally set for 
adequate strategic planning. Around November, we 
should be ready for a second round of “cottage 
meetings” to talk over the plan that will be offered, 
not only for approval, but for ownership. 

 
This is big work. And it’s hard work. But it’s neces-
sary work. I hope that we can approach it with a 
spirit of joyful anticipation. God is leading us to 
new and interesting places together. I don’t know 
where those places will be; neither do any of us. 
But, as Dr. Seuss wrote, “Oh, the Places We Will 
Go!”  
 
I truly hope and pray that you’ll be with us as our 
church family gathers, listens to God and to one 
another, and together we determine the best way 
that we can “seek the good of the place where we 
live.” (Jeremiah 29:7) 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

United Wishes Somerville  
Happy St. Patrick’s Day 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On Sunday, March 13th United members greeted 
the St. Patrick’s Day Parade spectators at our     
welcome tent, set up on the front lawn. Free bottles 
of water were given out, courtesy of our marketing 
committee. 

 

Williamson Scholarship 
 
High School graduation is just around the corner, 
so that means it is time for all eligible seniors to 
hand in their Williamson Scholarship Fund form.   
 

What is the Williamson Scholarship you ask?  Every 
year in May, we celebrate the seniors who are  
members of URC and are accepted to a RCA       
College or other institute of higher learning.       
Eligible students for scholarship monies must  
faithfully attend church and have actively           
participated in at least 4 church related activities 
each year during high school.  If you have           
participated in the bell choir, vocal choir, cook/
serve for SHIP galley, assisted with church       
sponsored luncheons, serve at coffee hour,          
volunteered at Youth Group related activities (i.e. 
Stars and Promises concert, Memorial Day hot dog 
sale, Heath Fair, fundraisers, participated in 
Twelfth Night Celebration, volunteered for the food 
bank, served as an usher, or have been a reader 
during worship).   
 

Please contact Sandy Dibble for an application 
form.  All applicants will be reviewed by the     
Scholarship committee.  Those who are currently in 
high school, please consider sharing your talents 
with our church family, so that you too can look 
forward to earning the Williamson Scholarship 
your Senior year! 
 

Amy Stires 
Vice-President 
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Do You Want to Join  
United? 

 

Have you been attending worship with 

us and are interested in becoming a 

member? We’ d love to have you as part 

of our family!  

Please contact Pastor Janssen or call Lori 

in the church office to schedule new 

member classes!  
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Sunday School 
News 

 

For the past 5 weeks of 
Lent, the unit of study was 
called, "A way through 
Lent".  The kids made a 
Lenten Prayer wheel and 
each week a new segment 
was added to the wheel representing the lesson for 
that week.  Their prayer wheels are hanging on the 
Sunday School Bulletin Board in Fellowship Hall for 
all to see. 

The kids worked on a service project for the past 3 
weeks making 125 crosses that were handed out to 
the congregation on Easter Sunday.  The kids 
worked hard making the molds, painting,            
glittering, and labeling the crosses with the saying, 
"He is Risen".  Just a little memento for everyone to 
keep throughout the year to remember this very 
joyous day.   Thank you to Lori Schaffer for the 
wonderful craft idea and for the supplies she        
donated.   

We will not have Sunday School on April 3rd due to 
Spring break.  We will resume on April 10th. 

Linda Hayes 
Sunday School Coordinator 

 

Youth Group Happenings 

The youth group was hard at work again this 
month.  After enjoying pizza and fellowship, the 
kids broke out the power tools to unscrew the pew 
card holders in order to clean out what was stuffed 
inside! The girls cleaned all the pew cards in the 
sanctuary (including the balcony), so that the     
information cards and collection envelopes would 
properly fit into the holders.  An odd assortment of 
garbage was found with the most common items 
being gum (yuck), wrappers and feathers.  Yes, that 
last one was puzzling to us as well.  Thanks again 
Youth Group for helping out with one of those   
behind the scene tasks that keeps our church clean! 

Amy Stires 
Youth Group Coordinator 

 

 

Food of the Month 
 

For the month of April, the Food Bank would like 
us to collect canned meats (tuna, chicken, Spam, 
beef ravioli), as well as household cleaning        
supplies (paper towels, dish soap, laundry   
detergent, etc.). You may put your  donations in 
the drop box during Fellowship Hour on Sundays 
or you may bring them to the church office during 
the week. All donations will benefit the Food Bank 
Network of Somerset County, which distributes 
food to those in need every Saturday from          
Fellowship Hall. 
 

VNA Rummage Sale 
 
The Visiting Nurse Association will be accepting 
donations for their annual rummage sale from 
April 9-27th. Drop off donations will be accepted 
from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., Monday through    
Saturdays beginning April 9th.  
 
The annual rummage sale will take place May 6-
8th, at the Fairgrounds, Route 202 in Far Hills. For 
donation guidelines or for more    information, call 
(908) 781-6445 or online at visitingnurse.org  
 

Habitat Homeowner Selection 

 

Raritan Valley Habitat for       
Humanity (RVHFH) is looking 
for one family to enter its  part-
nership    program to buy and 
build an affordable home in 
Franklin Township, Somerset 
County. Construction is       

scheduled to begin this summer. To qualify,        
applicants must need decent housing, have a     
minimum income of  $38, 900 and a maximum    
income within the HUD low income limits based 
on family size, demonstrate the ability to re-pay the 
0% interest mortage provided by RVHFH and be 
willing to  contribute their own labor to              
construction. To obtain an application, interested 
families MUST attend ONE of the Homeowner  
Orientation      Sessions: April 17th at 2:30 p.m. or 
April 30the at 1:00 p.m. at Middlebush Reformed 
Church, 1 South  Middlebush Road, Somerset, NJ 
08873. For more information call RVHFH at (908) 
704-0016.  

 



 

Joys and Concerns 
 
On Saturday, March 19th Art and Wanda 
Goldsworthy celebrated their 60th wedding         
anniversary  with a surprise party, organized by 
their six children and attended by many friends and 
family who came from all over the country for this 
special occassion.  
 
In lieu of gifts, guests were asked to bring back-
packs filled with school supplies to honor both Art 
and Wanda’s long careers and commitment to    
education. The supplies were then donated to the 
Food Bank Network of Somerset County, which was 
very appreciate of the off-season donation. 
Throughout the school year, the Food Bank is often 
asked by parents for school supplies when kids use 
up their spiral notebooks and binders and packs get 
dirty, lost or ripped. 

 

Above: Art and Wanda Goldsworthy celebrate their 
60th Anniversary with their six children. 

Above: 14 backpacks loaded with an array of school 
supplies and several gift bags full of supplies, were 

donated to the Food Bank Network of Somerset 
County in honor of Art and Wanda Goldsworthy’s 

60th Anniversary.  
 

2017 Central Jersey  
Twelfth Night  

Boar’s Head Festival 
 
Save the Date - The 2017 Twelfth Night - Boar’s 
Head Festival will take place on Sunday, January 
8th, at 4:00 p.m. The Twelfth Night Planning Com-
mittee has already met once this year to start plan-
ning next year’s  performance! 
 

There are several sub-committees in need of a 
chairperson (costumes, props, and set-up/clean-
up). If you would like to serve as a chairperson, or 
volunteer your talents to any of the Twelfth Night 
sub-committees, please contact Larry Carey; 
larrsmm@aol.com   
 

From making sure costumes are properly             
inventoried with the correct accessories; to           
helping to secure funding by means of sponsorships 
and  advertisements in the  program book, there is a 
job for everyone. As the performance grows in     
attendance, so do the tasks, and new committee 
members are always appreciated.  
 
Logo Contest - As the festival continues to grow 
each year (over 400 in attendance this past           
January), it’s time to give this special event it’s own 
identity with it’s own unique logo.  We are giving 
first dibs to our own members and friends, since 
many of you      are very familiar with the event and 
know what Twelfth Night is all about. All ideas are 
welcome as we attempt to illustrate it best in one 
simple design.   
 

Keep in mind, participants include adults and    
children from several different churches and     
community based organizations, hence the title 
“Central Jersey” Twelfth Night - Boar’s Head       
Festival.  
 

If your design is chosen to be the official logo of the  
Central Jersey Twelfth Night Festival, you will     
receive a cash prize valued of $50.00, as well as an 
acknowledgment in the program book. The      
deadline for submissions is May 8th, 2016. For more                 
information, please contact the church office.  
 

To keep up with Twelfth Night news throughout 
the year, be sure to follow our Facebook page and 
share posts with your friends! Facebook/
urctwelfthnight 
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Bible Readings 

 
 
 

April 3:  Second Sunday of Easter  
Acts 5:27-32   Psalm 118:14-29 
Revelation 1:4-8  John 20:19-31 
 
April 10: Third Sunday of Easter 
Acts 9:1-6   Psalm 30 
Revelation 5:11-14  John 21: 1-19  
 
April 17:  Fourth Sunday of Easter 
Acts 9:36-43   Psalm 23 
Revelation 7:9-17  John 10:22-30 
 
April 24: Fifth Sunday of Easter 
Acts 11:1-18   Psalm 148 
Revelation 21:1-6  John 13:31-35 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Date Ushers Fellowship 
Hour 

Altar Guild Counters Lay Reader 

4/3 Linda and Patrick 
Hayes 

Parish Life 
Sundae Sunday 

Wanda 
Goldsworthy 

James Phillips Sandy Dibble 

4/10 Jocelyn and Tommy 
Hayes 

Men’s FH Group Sandy Dibble Sue Elgard Wanda 
Goldsworthy 

4/17 Toni Moore and 
Barbara Schwarz 

Luncheon Fran Wise Mary Ann  
Ferrante 

Steven Rus 

4/24 Kelly and Jackie  
Barry 

Toni Moore 
Barbara Schwarz 
Alice Gunzelman 

Michelle Davis Bill Everett 
Pat McKiernan 

Nancy Maggio 

Sunday Servers For April 

Birthdays and 
 Anniversaries 

 
Birthdays 

April 2   Frederica Oakley 
April 6   Toni Moore 
April 10  Pat Doyle 
April 15   Amy Stires 
April 18  John McLachlan 
April 25  Larry Carey 
   Tommy Hayes 
April 27  Diane Nagle 
   Jim Thompson 
April 29  Nancy Maggio 
April 30  Charlotte McAfee 
   Caryl Parenti  

Anniversaries 

April 1   Wayne & Beverly Stevens 
April 3   Alice & LeRoy Gunzelman 
April 6   Harry & Patricia McKiernan 
April 9   Joseph & Nancy Maggio 
April 18  Jeffrey & Lucinda Davis 

April 29  Joseph & Barbara Schwarz 

 
   
 

InTouch is produced by  

Lori Herpen, Administrative Assistant 

Deadline for the May Issue is 

 April 22, 2016 

Please submit articles, news and photos to:  

urcsomerville@optonline.net 

Women’s Book Club 
 
Exchanging ideas, exploring emotions,           
discussing meaning, and sharing humor 
are  some of the things that members of the 
Women's Book Group experience each time 
they gather.  The Women's Book Group will 
meet on Wednesday, April 13 at 7:00 p.m.  We 
will gather at the home of Sandy Dibble to    
discuss the book "Left  Neglected" by Lisa      
Genova. Interested in joining? Contact Annette 
Janssen for more information.  



 

April 2016    
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

  
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

1 
8:00 p.m.  
HomeSharing 
Fundraiser/
Jazz Concert 

2 
10 am 
Food Bank 

3 
No Sunday 
School !!!!  
 
10 am/Worship 
 
11 am/Fellowship 
Hour – Sundae 
Sunday 
 

4 

 

 

5 

 

6 
12:00 pm Bible 

Study 

 

7;00 pm  

Marketing 

Committee 

 

7 

7:30 pm 

Choir Rehearsal  

8 

 

 

9 
8:30 am 
Men’s  
Fellowship 
Group 
 
10 am 
Food Bank 
 
 

10  

 
9 am Sunday 
School  
 
10 am/Worship 
 
11 am/ 
Fellowship  
Hour  
 
11:30 am/Worship 
Committee 
 
4pm Newark Boys 
Chorus 

11 

 

 

 

12 

7 pm 

A & F Meeting 

13 
12 pm Bible 

Study 

 

7 pm Free Legal 

Clinic 

 

7 pm 

Women’s Book 

Club 

14 

7:30 pm 

Choir Rehearsal  

15 

 

16 

10 am 
Food Bank 

17  

9 am Sunday 
School  
 
10 am/Worship 
 
11 am/Luncheon 

18 
 
 

19 

 

20 

12 pm Bible 

Study 

21  
7:30 pm 
Choir Rehearsal  

22  

 

23 

10 am 
Food Bank 

24  
9 am Sunday 
School  
 
10 am/Worship 

 

11 am/Fellowship  

Hour 

25 

 

 

26 

7:15 pm 

Consistory 

Meeting 

 

27 

12 pm Bible 

Study 

28 

7:30 pm 

Choir Rehearsal  

 

 

29 

 

 

30 

10 am 
Food Bank 

7 
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United Reformed Church  
100 W. Main St. 
Somerville, NJ 08876 
 

 
 
 

Love All. Serve All.  

“Just The Three of Us”  
A concert to benefit HomeSharing, featuring top NJ 

jazz musicians: Rio Clemente, Carrie Jackson and 
Marty Elgen 

Friday, April 1st - 8:00 p.m. 
Tickets $25 via homesharing.ticketleap.com 

$30 by phone; (908) 526-4663 or at the door. Special  
dinner savings of 15% off your food bill with ticket      

receipt at nearby sponsoring restaurants; Café Picasso, 
Savor and Verve (reservations required).  

 

Newark Boys Chorus 
Sunday, April 10th - 4:00 p.m. 

This renowned chorus, composed of singers in grades 4 
through 8, will present a concert of diversified repertoire 
that includes classical  music, spirituals, folk music and 

jazz. Tickets available at the door; $25.00/adults,  
$20.00/seniors and students. 

 

 
 

Rutgers Preparatory School  
Spring Choral Concert 

Wednesday, April 20th - 7:30 p.m. 
Six choral ensembles from the upper and middle schools; 

madrigals, mixed choir, women’s  ensemble, men’s     
ensemble, a barbershop trio and the 6th, 7th and 8th 

grade choir will perform. Admission is free!  

 
Somerville High School  
Jazz Band and Chorus 

Friday, May 6th - 7:30 p.m. 
Don’t miss these two talented groups of students        

perform their annual concert.  Free admission!  

 

Raritan Ringers 
Sunday, May 22nd - 4:00 p.m. 

Thirteen advanced ringers from the metropolitan New 
Jersey area present a concert of national and                

international music featuring American, Broadway and 
pop selections. $10.00/general admission. 

Spring Music At United 


