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Yabel Sends an  
Update! 

 
Upon his return to The Seeing Eye in 
May, Yabel was given a  physical, which 
he passed!  He is now considered physi-
cally able to be a guide dog. Earlier in 
the summer, Yabel was assigned to an 
instructor and has now started his     
formal training, which will require a 
minimum of four months. During this 
time Yabel, will learn the following 
skills: 
 
1st week: Basic obedience on property at The Seeing Eye. 
 Yabel spent time getting to know the instructor and 
 had an introduction to the harness. 
 
2nd week: Yabel started working in a harness on simple quiet 
 streets in Morristown. 

3rd week: Yable worked in a harness on quiet streets and had a 
slow introduction to town environment. During this 
time, Yabel will learned to avoid obstacles, etc. 

4th week: On streets with more traffic, Yable was introduced 
to more complicated guide work.  Yabel is gained 
more responsibility during this time. 

5th week: First blindfold test -Yabel is evaluated on his work in 
a harness with his blindfolded instructor.   

6th week: An introduction to transportation, at train stations 
boarding trains and riding buses. The Lane family 
will receive a post card about how Yabel is doing. 

7th -15th week:   Training now involves the polishing of guide work.  
At this time, the Seeing Eye tries to replicate tasks 
that Yabel will be exposed to while working with a 
blind person. Towards the end of this period, the 
Lane family will be invited to observe Yabel       
working in Morristown and meet his instructor. 

As we receive updates on his process, I will be sure to pass the         
information on to the congregation. 

Michelle Lane 
Treasurer 
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Parish the Thought 
 

 
For about 28 years in my ministry, I would guess 
that the congregations I have served enjoyed an  
average of .075 visitors per week. Yes, that’s less 
than one. It’s less than one-tenth. Visitors just    
didn’t happen to pop in very often. The church I 
served in Hackensack was tucked away on a little 
corner, south of Hackensack Medical Center. It 
grew up as a neighborhood church. It remained 
pretty much a neighborhood church until it was 
disbanded in 2013. The congregation I served in 
Park Ridge had once been “where the doctors and 
lawyers go,” but reality ceased to match that        
reputation years before I got there. No matter – we 
would go well over a year before a “new person” 
signed the guest book. 
 
What a delightful change it’s been, serving as a  
pastor in Somerville! It’s pretty unusual for us to go 
even a single Sunday without at least one or two 
people attending who are either visiting for the first 
time or, at the very least, aren’t “official” members 
of the congregation. 
 
Why is that? Is the water different here? Here’s one 
reason - as realtors used to say, “location, location,           
location.”  Somerville, in general is historically 
where folks from Somerset and Hunterdon County 
went on weekend nights and it still acts in some 
ways as the urban magnet at the heart of the     
county. People come for the restaurants, for the 
“vibe,” for the many activities arranged by several 
business and civic groups. 
 
And we are privileged to be located at the heart of it 
all. We’re on a bus line. We’re on a state highway. 
We’re across from (well, not quite, but…) Starbucks. 
We have the tiny oases of green space on this end of 
Main Street.  
 
If you’ve been attending United for years (or       
generations), have you stopped to think about what 
an enormous gift that is? I’ve heard colleagues in 
ministry say, “I’d give an arm and a leg to be where 
you are.” 
 
It’s a gift. We didn’t make it. But here we are. We 
enjoy it. Be thankful!  And, let’s be good stewards!    
We have a deservedly proud history of doing more 
than occupying our buildings. We have always     
understood that it is our privilege (not a grudging 

duty) to be open to our community. So we’re   
working on opening our doors just a bit wider this 
fall, to SHIP’s Galley II – the Tuesday and Thursday 
version of the soup kitchen that now takes place on 
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday at St. John’s    
Episcopal Church on High Street. 
 
At this point, details are still being worked out, 
such as storage space for SHIP’s supplies and SHIP 
is scheduling various religious and service organiza-
tions to host a particular Tuesday and Thursday 
each month. It will all come together in September, 
as we join with SHIP to enhance our mission to 
“love all and serve all,” and listen to the words of 
Jesus and apply them directly to our church: 
            
“Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world;  

for I was hungry and you gave me food,  
I was thirsty and you gave me drink,  

I was a stranger and you welcomed me,  
I was naked and you gave me clothing,  

I was sick and you took care of me,  
I was in prison and you visited me.” 

 

Welcome, welcome, welcome – that’s the watch-
word of a joyful congregation in such a privileged 
location! 

 
Rev. Paul G. Janssen 

Pastor 

 
Kudos to the Youth Group 

The United Reformed Church Youth Group         
received a letter from Assemblyman Jack M.      
Ciattarelli (Legislative District 16), commending 
them on their charitable endeavors over the past 
year.  He acknowledged the diverse Youth Group 
projects that provided service to both the church 
and our local community.  Assemblyman Ciattarelli 
stated the youth group continues to “demonstrate 
exemplary humanitarian service and goodwill” and 
sent his best wishes with our future charitable    en-
deavors. The letter is posted on our Sunday School/ 
Youth Group bulletin board in Fellowship Hall for 
anyone who would like to read it.  Keep up the good 
work URC youth group!!! 
 

Amy Stires 
Vice-President 

 



News From the 

Consistory 
 
 

Next Meeting 
 

The Consistory did not meet during the month of 
July. The next meeting will take place Tuesday,   
August 16th at 7:15 p.m. in the lounge.  
 

It has been a long-time policy of United’s           
Consistory, that if anyone is interested, s/he is   
welcome to attend Consistory meetings.  The only 
exception is when Elders go into a private            
discussion, which is very rare.  To that end,       
Consistory regularly votes to extend the privilege of 
the floor to guests.   
 

Funeral Planning 
 

Funeral pre-planning (personal funeral planning) is 
a wise practice that's becoming increasingly accept-
ed and appreciated. People are sometimes hesitant 
to pre-plan a funeral because they think they're not 
going to die anytime soon, or they may not like the 
idea of thinking about their own death and funeral.  
However, many people who get over their initial 
resistance to the idea actually find funeral planning 
to be a freeing experience. You're able to make sure 
things are done in the way you'd like them, and 
you'll know that you're relieving your loved ones of 
having to make important decisions at a time of 
grief. 
 

Funeral and Memorial 
Service Pre-Planning 
Forms and Checklists 
are available and kept 
in confidential files in 
the church office.  
Some have been kept 
on file for years and 
people often make 
changes throughout 
their lives. If you are 
interested in learning 
more about planning 
your own service, 
please contact the 
church office.  

 
 

 

Graduation Announcements 
 

Our apologies to Lyn Van Gorder’s neice, Katarina 
Ohnmacht for misspelling her name in the       
graduation announcements published in the July 
InTouch.  
 

Thomas Maggio  
Son of Joe and Nancy Maggio, Thomas graduated 
on the Dean’s List from Fairleigh Dickinson       
University, earning a B. S. in Business Entrepre-
neurship. Thomas plans to pursue an M. B. A. at 
Fairleigh Dickinson University in the fall.  
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Joys and Concerns 
 

Long time United member, John Hulsizer, who  
resides at Rivers Edge Nursing Home in Raritan, 
has been placed into hospice care. Please keep John 
in your prayers.  
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Summer Worship 

During the summer months,  
worship takes place in  

Fellowship Hall  so that we may  
enjoy the air conditioning.  
As always, all are welcome!  
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National Night Out  
Tuesday, August 2 

 
On Tuesday, August 2nd, United will participate in   
National Night Out, alongside other local civic 
groups, state and regional crime prevention         
associations and concerned citizens.  
 
What is National Night Out?  National Night Out is 
an annual community-building campaign that    
promotes police-community partnerships and 
neighborhood camaraderie to make our neighbor-
hoods safer, better places to live. Founded by the 
National Association of Town Watch, the National 
Night Out campaign encourages neighborhoods 
across the nation to host block parties, festivals, 
parades, cookouts and other various community 
events with safety demonstrations, seminars, youth 
events and exhibits. The celebrations are intended 
to enhance the relationship between neighbors and 
law enforcement while bringing back a true sense of 
community. It provides a great opportunity to bring 
police and neighbors together under positive       
circumstances.  
 

The Somerville Police Department is sponsoring the 
National Night Out celebration for Somerville at 
Exchange Field on Green Street from 6:00 to 9:00 
p.m.  
 

There will be food and lots of fun activities for   
families to participate in. United will host a “meet 
and greet” information table. Folks are welcome to 
stop by, grab a bottle of free water, pick up          
information about the church and Sunday School 
and enter a chance to win a free giveaway of a 
$50.00 gift card to ShopRite!  
 

We hope that you will come out to join us, get to 
know our neighbors and stand with us for a     
peaceful, crime-free community.  

Tools for Schools 

The former “Stuff the Bus” program sponsored by 
the United Way of Northern New Jersey, now 
called “Tools for Schools”, will take place in        
Fellowship Hall from August 22 through 24th. The      
mission and goals of the program are to collect 
school supplies for kids who come from low       
income families, so that they can have the tools 
needed to achieve success.   
 

You may drop off donations from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 
p.m during the scheduled days. The United Way is 
also seeking volunteers to help sort and   distribute 
the supplies. If you’d like to volunteer to help, 
please contact Lisa Galdonardo at the United Way; 
(973)-993-1160 ext. 503.  
 
New school supplies needed include; 

 Backpacks 

 Binders and Three Ring Notebooks 

 Children’s clothes 

 Colored pencils, crayons and markers 

 Composition and spiral notebooks 

 Construction Paper 

 Glue and tape 

 Highlighters 

 Lunch boxes 

 Pencils and pens 

 Pocket folders 

 Rulers  

 Scissors 

 Book covers 

 Gift cards to Walmart, Shoprite, Kohls, Target 

 



 

                    A Sad Note 
   
After four years, Christopher Hochstuhl will be 
leaving us as our tenor soloist and section leader.  It 
is a big loss for all of us at United Reformed, as he 
has become a very special part of our Chancel Choir 
and congregation.  We certainly shall miss his 
beautiful voice and his flute playing.  We have been 
getting double our money's worth - actually triple, 
as his upbeat, kind and giving spirit has been a 
blessing as well! 
 
Chris now hopes to ”break into the NYC scene” and 
has accepted a similar position at St. Peter’s         
Lutheran Church at Lexington Ave. and 53rd St.  We 
wish him great success as he continues on in this 
new step of his musical career! 
 

Paul Dickey 
Director of Music 

 
Women’s Book Club 

 

The Women's Book Club took a pause during the 
month of July. The next meeting has been set for       
Wednesday August 10th at 7:00 p.m. Sandy Dibble 
will serve as our host at her home.  The book we 
have selected is The Spirit Catches You and You 
Fall Down, by Anne Fadiman. Please contact         
Annette Janssen with any questions or for more  
information.  Happy summer reading to all book 
lovers! 

 

 

CROP Hunger Walk  
Scheduled! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Walk, Give, Change the World! 

Save the date! United will be participating and 
hosting the Central Somerset County CROP     
Hunger Walk on Sunday, October 30th.  This will 
be our 42nd CROP Hunger Walk!  

There are many ways you can participate; 

 Serve on the organizing committee: 2 or 3    
volunteers are needed to help organize the 
walk. Contact Mark Cannizzo, URC Walk    
Coordinator at:  markcannizzo@hotmail.com   

 Recruit and promote the walk to your family, 
friends, co-workers and any other                  
organizations you may be involved with. 

 Be a volunteer helper on walk day. 
 Walk the 1.3 mile distance route or be a “Spirit 

Walker”– raise funds even though you are    
unable to participate. 

 Support Team United or an individual walker 
with a generous donation. 

 

Our walk registration and fundraising site is       
already up. Walkers can register and start raising 
funds. To register, or to make a donation visit:  
http://www.crophungerwalk.org/somervillenj/ 

Up to 25% of the money raised in our CROP     
Hunger Walk will be distributed between The Food 
Bank Network of Somerset County and SHIP. The 
remaining 75% is used by Church World Service to 
provide food, medical care, disaster relief and self-
help development for needy people around the 
world. In the last 25 years, CROP Hunger Walks 
have raised more than $300 million to help people 
struggling to feed their families – both around the 
world and around the corner. CWS works in over 
30 countries helping communities address hunger 
issues.                            
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Do You Want to Join  
United? 

 

Have you been attending worship with us and 

are interested in  becoming a member? We’ d 

love to have you as part of our family!  

Please contact Pastor Janssen or call Lori in 

the church office to schedule new member 

classes!  
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Bible Readings 

 
 
 

August 7th:  Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 
Isaiah 1: 1, 10-20  Psalm 50: 1-8, 22-23 
 Genesis 15:1-6   Luke 12:32-40 
 

August 14th:  Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Isaiah 5:1-7   Psalm 80:1-2, 8-19 
Jeremiah 23:23-29    Luke 12:49-56  
 

August 21:  Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Jeremiah 1:4-10   Psalm 71:1-6 
Hebrews 12:18-29  Luke 13:10-17 
 

August 28: Fifteenth Sunday after Penetecost 
Jeremiah 2:4-13   Psalm 81:1, 10-16 
Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16  Luke 14:7-14 
 
 

Family Fun Night 
Coming! 

 
The Marketing Committee is 
planning a FREE Family Fun 
Night for Friday, September 
30th from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m.  
There will be games, arts & 

crafts, prizes, snacks and more! Stay tuned for details 
and help us spread the word. If you have a family with 
young children in your neighborhood, we encourage you 
to extend an invitation. As always, all are welcome to 
attend and volunteer helpers for the night would be   
appreciated!  Please contact Amy Stires for more         
information.  

Date Ushers Fellowship Hour Altar Guild Counters Lay Reader 

8/7 Jane Huck 
Doug Young 

Parish Life 
Sundae Sunday 

Wanda 
Goldsworthy 

Chris Parenti 
Mary Ann  
Ferrante 

Michelle   
Davis 

8/14 Gary Spratt 
John Colligas 

Men’s Fellowship  
Group 

Sandy Dibble Tom Dibble 
Bev Colligas 

Nancy  
Maggio 

8/21 Toni Moore 
Barbara Schwarz 

Open - Can you 
host?  

Fran Wise Mark Cannizzo 
Toni Moore 

Steve Rus 

8/28 Fran Wise  
Joyce Cozza 

Toni Moore 
Barbara Schwarz 
Alice Gunzelman 

Michelle Davis Chris Parenti 
Ruth Reader 

Sandy Dibble 

                 Sunday Servers For August 

Birthdays and 
 Anniversaries 

 
Birthdays 
 
Aug. 3   Peter Stires, Jr. 
Aug. 7   Marge Rowell 
Aug. 9   Claire Rus 
Aug.11   Danielle Huntley 
Aug. 13   Geoffrey Osinski 
Aug. 15   Joe Nemes 
Aug. 16   Beverly Colligas 
Aug. 17   Charley Huck 
Aug. 18   Bill Anderson 
   Alleda Radziewicz 
Aug. 25   Bets Coleman 
   Michelle Davis 
Aug. 26  Jamie Osinski 
   Stephen Osinski 

Anniversaries 

Aug. 22  Sue & Ed Elgard 
Aug. 23     Marilyn & Michael Crisci 
  

 

InTouch is produced by  

Lori Herpen, Administrative Assistant 

Deadline for the September Issue is 

 August 23, 2016 

Please submit articles, news and photos to:  

urcsomerville@optonline.net 



 

August 2016    

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1 2 

12 pm Outreach 

Committee 

 

6 pm National 

Night Out 

3 
 
 

 
 

4 
 
 

5 
 
 

6 
10 am 
Food Bank 

7 

10 am/Worship 
11 am/Fellowship 
Hour - Sundae 
Sunday 
 
 

8 

 

 

 

9 
 

 

10 
9 am - 4 pm 

Life Line 

Screening 

 

7 pm Free  

Legal Clinic 

11 

 

12 

 

 

13 
 
10 am 
Food Bank 
 
 
 

14 

10 am/Worship 
11 am/ 
Fellowship  
Hour  
11:30 Worship 
Committee 
 

15 

 

 

 

16 

7:15 pm 

Consistory 

Meeting 

17 
 

 

18 

 

19 

 

20 

10 am 
Food Bank 

21 

10 am/Worship 
11 am/Fellowship 
Hour  
 

22 
 
 

23 

 

24 

 

25 
 

26 

SHIP’s Galley 

27 

10 am 
Food Bank 

28 

10 am/Worship 
11 am/Fellowship  
Hour  

 

29 

 

 

30 

 

 

31  
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Food of the Month 
 
For the month of August, the Food Bank would like us to collect breakfast items (boxed cereal, oatmeal,    
pancake mix, etc.) Parmalat milk and canned meats such as tuna, beef ravioli and chili are always 
needed. You may put your donations in the drop box during Fellowship Hour on Sundays or you may bring 
them to the church office during the week. All donations will benefit the Food Bank Network of Somerset 
County, which  distributes food to those in need every Saturday in Fellowship Hall. 
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United Reformed Church  
100 W. Main St. 
Somerville, NJ 08876 
 

 
 
 

Love All. Serve All.  

 Sunday School  
Registration Now Open! 

 
Classes Begin September 11, 2016  

 9:00 a.m. 

Pre-K through 8th Grade 

For more information or to register 

contact the church office: 

                    (908) 725-4545 

          urcsomerville@optonline.net 

 
 
 


