
InTouch 
INSIDE 

 

HAPPENINGS 
2016 Twelfth Night Festival   4 
News From the Consistory                  5   
SHIP’s Galley Update    5    
Sunday School News               3 
   

INSPIRATION 
Bible Readings                   6 
Parish the Thought              2   
                                                         

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Birthdays and Anniversaries                       6  
BUNKO Is Back    8 
Church Calendar                                          7                                                      
Deadline for InTouch                6                                                                 
Food of the Month                                       3 
Hymnbook Review   6 
Looking Ahead    5 
Scout Sunday/Fish Fry   2 
Souper Bowl Sunday   8 
Sunday Servers                                            6 
 

Volume No. 38, Issue No. 2                                       February 2016 

An Early Lent This Year 

In case you've ever wondered, the date of Easter is reckoned this 
way: Easter is the first Sunday after the Paschal full moon, which 
is the first full moon on or after March 21st, thus Easter always 
falls between March 22 and April 25. (Often it's a different date for 
the Orthodox, because they start with a different calendar.) 
 

Lent lasts for 40 days before Easter (not counting Sundays) be-
cause it is a way of recounting the 40 days that Jesus spent in the 
desert, where he was led by the Spirit to be tempted by the devil.  
So, to get to Ash Wednesday, count back 40 days from Easter - 
which lands this year on March 27. Voila! February 10! 
 

Barbara Brown Taylor offers this helpful aphorism about the sea-
son of Lent: "Lent," it is called, from an English word meaning 
'spring' -- not just a reference to the crocuses pushing their ways 
out of the ground in the season before Easter, but also to the 
greening of the human soul--pruned with repentance, fertilized 
with fasting, spritzed with self-appraisal, mulched with prayer."   

We begin the Lenten journey with an Ash Wednesday potluck 
supper and service on Wednesday, February 10th. We welcome all 
to come share a meal together, followed by an informal service of 
worship, including the imposition of ashes. If you would like to 
join us, please bring a main dish or salad to share. The Parish Life 
Committee will provide beverages, dinner rolls and desserts. 
Please let the church office know what you will be bringing.    
Dinner will begin at 6:00 pm, and the service should be concluded 
by about 7:30 pm.  

Pastor Janssen will be offering this year's Lenten (and Easter) 
messages on the following themes: 

2/14:  Jesus in the Wilderness - You Can Stop Trying to Leverage God. 
2/21:  The House of Herod - You Don't Have to Be in Awe of Empty  
          Thrones 
2/28:  Jesus Breaks the Rules - No, You Don't Need to Impress God by  
          Being Good 
3/6:    The Jealous Brother - You Can Enjoy the Blessings You Have 
3/13:   Caring for the Poor - You Don't Have to Prove what a Great  
           Person You Are 
3/20:   Stones and Overtones - Sunday of Palms and Passion 
3/27:   Remember! - Body and Soul, You are Already Risen Indeed!  
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Parish the Thought 
 

Some of you may know 
what this string of pins 
signifies. 
 
Once upon a not-that-long
-ago, Sunday School teach-
ers carefully tracked at-
tendance of their young 
scholars, then handed 
them in to the Sunday 
School Superintendent for 
administrative review. The 
Superintendent would 
then compile comprehen-
sive records for perfect (or 
perfect enough) attend-
ance. The first year a stu-
dent was present enough 
times to meet the stand-

ard, he would receive the basic pin - the one that 
says "REFORMED" across the top, with the cross 
and crown, surrounded by a laurel wreath. The sec-
ond year's achievement was marked by a "second 
year" attachment, and from there each year earned 
another rank. I once actually met a man who had 
thirty-seven years of perfect attendance - and the 
pins to prove it!  (He had to pin down the pin to his 
suit so it wouldn't dangle or - heaven forbid - lose 
one of the reward attachments.) 
 
Even though I was a preacher's kid, I didn't get that 
many perfect attendance badges. But I do remem-
ber that I enjoyed going to Sunday School. I recall 
Dorothy Penning and Donna Rafdal, Norma Tapper 
and Harold Ubben, among others, doing their best 
to communicate what was "good" about the "good 
news" of Jesus Christ. (Whom do you recall?) Some-
times the point got across. Sometimes we giggled 
our way through the lessons. I am forever in debt to 
these good people for taking the time they could 
have spent doing something else to pass on the 
faith to the next generation.  
 
February is a month of love (Valentine's Day) and 
leadership (President's Day). Perhaps this year one 
way to acknowledge both is to find a Sunday School 
teacher and give her (or him) a big hug and a 
"thank you" for what they taught you. You might 
even remember a specific Sunday and remind them 
of that day and the impact it has had on your life.  

 
Give back a little love to those who have been your 
faith leaders!  You won't get a pin for it, but you'll 
get something so much more valuable - a nod, a 
smile, maybe even a tear. 
 

Rev. Paul G. Janssen 
Pastor 

 
 

Scout Sunday and Lenten  

Fish Fry 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Scout Sunday will take place on Sunday, February 
14th, the First Sunday in Lent. Every year on Scout 
Sunday, we include scouts from Troop 83 in our 
regular Sunday service. This tradition is part of 
Scout Law; “A Scout Is Reverent” and will include 
color guard at the opening of the service, the Pledge 
of Allegiance, Scout Oath and Scout Law.  
 
The following Friday, February 19th, the Scouts will 
host their third annual Lenten Fish Fry in            
Fellowship Hall. Dinner will include fish (fresh cod) 
and chips, coleslaw, beverage and a dessert. Tickets 
can be purchased in advance; $15/per person,             
$14/seniors, $6/children 9 or younger.  
 
United has sponsored Troop 83 for nearly 80 years. 
We hope that you will join us in continuing to   
support their efforts.  
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Do You Want to Join  
United? 

 

Have you been attending worship with us and 

are interested in becoming a member? If so, 

please contact Pastor Janssen or the church 

office to schedule new member classes!  



Sunday School 
News 

 

The kids are learning 
about the seasons of the 
church.  Until Feb. 7th, 
we are in the Season after 
Epiphany.   

Epiphany means “to show 
forth” and the children learned about being called 
to "show forth"; God's love through our gifts and/or 
abilities in which we have been blessed.   

On January 17th,  we began  a new unit of study 
called, "We have this  Ministry".  The logo is an  
unfinished quilt.  Each piece of the quilt represents 
an aspect of Christian Ministry.  For example, peo-
ple dancing, helping others, communicating and 
taking care of nature.  A quilt is used as a metaphor 
to represent the warmth of our Christian ministry 
and reminds us of how the church is a supportive 
community (all of us coming together).  The kids 
made their own quilt, which is hanging in           
Fellowship Hall indicating what abilities they feel 
they are good at to help show their love for         
others.    

Starting  January. 24th, the Sunday School began 
collecting personal care items such as shampoo, 
conditioner, toothpaste, toothbrushes, soap, etc. 
for the Food Bank Network of Somerset           
County.  This has become an annual tradition for 
the Sunday School kids to show their love for the 
community by helping those in need. Items will be 
collected through February 7th and there is a drop 
off box in Fellowship Hall. On Febuary 7th,  the 
kids will assemble the hygiene kits for the food 
bank to distribute on Saturday, Febuary 13th, just in 
time for Valentine's Day Weekend.! What a special 
way to end the Season after Epiphany.  Let’s Love 
all and Serve all. 

Linda Hayes 
Sunday School Coordinator 

 

 

 

 

 

Above: On Sunday, January 17th, members from the 

youth group hosted Fellowship Hour.  

Thanks for the treats!  

 

Food of the Month 
 

For the month of February, the Food Bank would 
like us to collect breakfast items such as oatmeal, 
cereals, pancake mix, etc., as well as Parmalat 
milk, which is always needed. 
 
You may put your donations in the drop box     
during Fellowship Hour on Sundays or you may 
bring them to the church office during the week. 
All donations will benefit the Food Bank Network 
of Somerset County, which distributes food to 
those in need every Saturday from Fellowship Hall. 
 
 

“Souper” Bowl Sunday 
Panthers vs. Broncos 

On Sunday, February 7th, United will hold it’s own 
“Souper” Bowl! Bring in as many cans of soup as 
you would like to donate and place them in the box      
representing either the Denver Broncos or the        
Carolina Panthers. The team with the most cans of 
soup, wins!  All donations will benefit the Food 
Bank Network of Somerset County.  
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The Twelfth Night—Boar’s Head Festival - now   
becoming known as the Central Jersey Twelfth 
Night—Boar’s Head Festival, took place on Sunday, 
January 10th. The inclusion of the “Central Jersey” in 
the title is to acknowledge all of the many     
churches, organizations and groups from the cen-
tral Jersey area that participate and contribute to 
our free event for the community.  
 
This year’s performance drew the largest crowd  
ever, nearly filling our 500 seat sanctuary. Local  
media outlets such as NJ.com, the Star-Ledger and 
TAPinto Somerville featured highlights of the     
performance, in both their online and print news.  
 
In addition to the many costumes made over the 
years by our members, this year we received a      
gracious donation of costumes and props from 
Grace United Methodist Church, located in York, 
Pennsylvania. We welcomed several of their     
members as our special guests to this year’s         
performance.  
 
The 140 member cast included members from  
United, Bernardsville United Methodist Church, 
Peapack Reformed Church, local Girl Scout and Boy 
Scout troops, Westminster Choir College, the   
Somerset County Police Pipes and Drums, and the  
Montclair Early Music Consort. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A great amount of time, thoughtful planning and 
miscellaneous tasks are completed throughout the 
year by our planning committee and volunteers, yet 
there is always plenty to do! If you are interested in 
joining the committee, please contact the URC 
office.  
 
A Note of Thanks From Larry Carey, Director... 
 
Through the collaborative efforts of so many people 
from United Reformed Church, Bernardsville    
United Methodist Church, Peapack Reformed 
Church, Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts and Cadette Scouts, 
The Igloo Collective crew, and friends and relatives, 
the 2016 Twelfth Night Boar’s Head Festival was a 
resounding success.  A production of this size and 
caliber is made possible only by the dedication and 
support of everyone involved plus those who sup-
ported through financial means. 

Thank you cast, committee members, church staff, 
as well as sponsors, patrons and advertisers for 
helping to bring this Elizabethan and Biblical event 
to fruition. 

We at United Reformed Church hope that you will 
be a part of and support this spiritual and musical 
endeavor next year. 
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               20016 Twelfth Night - Boar’s Head Festival Fills the Sanctuary! 



News From the  
Consistory 

 
Highlights of the Consistory    
meeting held on January 26th: 
 
 Three persons are becoming members of    

United on January 31st : Diny Buchanan,           
Jo Anne Kulick, and Lori Schaeffer. 

 Two members of Consistory were appointed to 
serve on a steering committee for a Visioning 
Process.  The last time we did this was 2011. 

 The Consistory nominated Mark Cannizzo to 
be recognized at the Regional Synod's Lay 
Recognition Dinner in April. 

 Elder Amy Stires was elected Vice-President of 
Consistory. 

 We rec0gnized Tom Dibble for his service, Bill 
Everett for his service as Vice-President (his 
term is not completed), and John Lane for    
yeoman's work on managing the sale of the 
Farm. 

 We will be adding photographs to our new   
directory. Please be sure to have a photograph 
of you (and your family) taken after worship 
during the month of February. 

 We noted that our former Director of Music, Al 
Fedak, will be with us on Sunday, February 28th 
to educate us on the new hymnal called "Glory 
to God." Research reveals that our current 
hymnbook was put into service in September, 
1996. 

 The next Consistory meeting will take place on 
Tuesday, February 23rd at 7:15 pm in the 
lounge. 

 

Looking Ahead 
 

Sunday, March 20th - 10:00 am 
Palm Sunday Service 

 

Thursday, March 24th 
Maundy Thursday Dinner - 6:00 pm  

Service - 7:00 pm 
 

Friday, March 25th - 7:30 pm 
Good Friday Service 

 

Sunday, March 27 - 10:00 am 
Easter Sunday Service 

 

Sunday, April 10th - 4:00 pm 
Newark Boys Chorus 

United’s SHIP’s Galley crew was back in service on 
January 22nd after a two month hiatus. Our Galley 
crew is made up of faithful volunteers who have 
been willing serve the galley guests and/or prepare 
delicious menu items.  We have been feeding an 
average of 45–65 people for the first serving and, if 
second servings are offered, the total number of 
meals served has been 75–100.  If there are adequate 
leftovers, they are taken back to SHIP to be served 
from the mobile soup kitchen which provides meals 
to people in one of five different locations through-
out Somerset County, Monday through Friday.  You 
can find the soup kitchen truck in United’s parking 
lot on Wednesday evenings.  

On average, the cost of the food and supplies for 
each of our galleys averages about $200.  We have 
been fortunate to have an angel from United who 
helps underwrite about half of the expenses, but 
the rest comes out of the pockets of the volunteers.  
We are always in need of food and supplies for each 
galley and, to help meet our monthly needs, a list 
will be posted two Sundays before our galley on the 
bulletin board in the long hallway devoted to 
monthly activities/events at United.   If you would 
like to help out, please sign up to make/bake/buy a 
food item or purchase a supply item, such as  
luncheon napkins, dessert plates, bowls, coffee 
cups, etc.  Donations of food can be prepared in 
advance and put in the freezer at United or in one 
of the church refrigerators the day before the      
galley. Supplies can be left in the church office. 

The SHIP’s Galley volunteers deserve recognition 
and SHIP extends its appreciation to the following 
for their time and service in 2015: Jane Coleman, 
Mary Ann Ferrante, Sharon Garcia, Charley Huck, 
Carol & Charlie Lane, Michelle Lane, Nancy      
Maggio, Toni & Charley Moore, Kathy Phillips,    
Janni Shimomura, David & Sarah Stackhouse, Doug 
Young, as well as Beth Cassidy, Lyn Van Gorder, 
and United’s Sunday School and Youth Group.  We 
acknowledge the loss of and deeply miss our devot-
ed crew member and tray/table/dishwasher,       
Lincoln Shimomura. 

Jane Huck 
Crew Captain 
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SHIP’s Galley  

Update 



Bible Readings 

 
 
 

Feb. 7:  Transfiguration Sunday  
Exodus 34:29-35  Psalm 99 
Corinthians 3:12-4;2  Luke 9:28-36 
 
Feb 14 : First Sunday in Lent  
Deuteronomy 26;1-11  Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16 
Romans 10:8b-13  Luke 4:1-13 
 
Feb. 21  Second Sunday in Lent 
Genesis 15: 1-2   Psalm 27 
Philippians 3:17-4:1  Luke 13:31-35 
 
Feb. 28:  Third Sunday in Lent 
Isaiah 55:1-9   Psalm 63:1-8 
Corinthians 10:1-13  Luke 13 1-9 

 

 

Hymnbook Review 
 

On Sunday, February 28th at 4:00, Al Fedak, our friend 
and former Director of Music, will visit to introduce the 
new hymnbook, "Glory to God." We are considering   
using this new hymnal, which includes not only hosts of 
our most familiar and favorite hymns, but also a good 
number of newer songs that are (or will become)    
standards of the church of the early 21st century. The 
Worship Committee researched another hymnbook and  
decided to look at "Glory to God," which was compiled 
by the PCUSA. Al was a member of the leadership team 
that created "Glory to God." We are fortunate to have 
him come to Somerville from Albany, NY and brief us on 
the possibilities this new hymnbook presents to the 
church. 

 

Date Ushers Fellowship 
Hour 

Altar Guild Counters Lay Reader 

2/7 Sarah Nemeth 
Jeanne Ginsberg 

Parish Life 
Sundae Sunday 

Alice Gunzelman Mark Cannizzo 
James Phillips 

Sandy Dibble 

2/14 Sue Elgard 
Fran Wise 

Men’s FH Group Toni Moore Sue Elgard Wanda 
Goldsworthy 

2/21 Toni Moore 
Barbara Schwarz 

Open-Can you  
Host? 

Wanda 
Goldsworthy 

Marianne  
Ferrante 

Tom Dibble 

2/28 John & Beverly 
Colligas 

Toni Moore 
Barbara Schwarz 
Alice Gunzelman 

Sandy Dibble Beverly  
Colligas 

Nancy Maggio 

Sunday Servers For February 

Birthdays and 

 Anniversaries 

 
 
 
 
Birthdays 
Feb. 3    Ed Elgard 
Feb. 12    Cathy Stires 
Feb. 13    Estella Rollander 
Feb. 14    Jane Huck 
Feb. 18    Alex McLachlan 
Feb. 20      Bev Stevens, L.J. Davis 
Feb. 21    Chris Parenti 
     Howard Wagner 
Feb. 26    Harry Woske 
Feb. 27    Bill Everett 
Feb. 28    Ava Davis 
 
Anniversaries 
 
Feb. 11  Art & Wanda Goldsworthy (60 yrs.) 
Feb. 18  John & Nancy Aliberto 
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InTouch is produced by  

Lori Herpen, Administrative Assistant 

Deadline for the March Issue is 

 February 19, 2016 

Please submit articles, news and photos to:  

urcsomerville@optonline.net 



February 2016    

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

1 2 
Ground Hog’s 
Day 

 
 
 

3 
12:00 pm Bible 

Study 

 

7;00 pm  

Marketing 

Committee 

4 
7:30 pm 

Choir Rehearsal  

 
 

5 
 

6 
10 am 
Food Bank 

7 
9 am Sunday 
School  
10 am/Worship 
11 am/Fellowship 
Hour – Sundae 
Sunday 
 
 

8 

 

 

9 

7:00 pm 

 A & F Meeting 

 

10 
Ash  

Wednesday 

6pm Supper/

Service 

12:00 pm Bible 

Study 

7:00 pm Free 

Legal Clinic 

 

11 

7:30 pm 

Choir Rehearsal  

12 

 

 

13  
8:30 am 
Men’s  
Fellowship 
Group 
 
10 am 
Food Bank 
 
 
 

14 
First Sunday in 
Lent 
Scout Sunday 
9 am Sunday 
School  
10 am/Worship 
11 am/ 
Fellowship  

15 

President’s 
Day 

 

 

 

16 

 

17 
12:00 pm Bible 

Study 
 

 

18 

7:30 pm 

Choir Rehearsal  

19 

5:00 pm 

Boy Scouts 

Lenten Fish  

Dinner 

 

20 

10 am 
Food Bank 

21 
9 am Sunday 
School  
10 am/Worship 
11 am/ 
Fellowship  
Hour 
 

22 
 
9am to 4pm 

Life Screening 

23 

7:00 pm 

Consistory 

Meeting 

24 

12:00 pm Bible 

Study 

25 

7:30 pm 

Choir Rehearsal  

26 

SHIP’s  

Galley 

 

6:30 pm 

BUNCO 

27 

10 am 
Food Bank 

28 

9 am Sunday 

School     

10 am/Worship 

11 am/Fellowship  

Hour 
4:00 pm “Glory to 
God with Al  
Fedak 

29 
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United Reformed Church  
100 W. Main St. 
Somerville, NJ 08876 
 

 
 
 

Love All. Serve All.  

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Warm Up the Dice, Bunco is Back!  
 

Bunco is a simple dice game, which lends itself to socializing, meeting new people, and catching up with 
friends. There will be cash and other prizes and lots of fun!  Below are all of the important details;  

 

Date: Friday, February 26th 
Time: 6:30 pm 

Location: Fellowship Hall at United 
Cost: $5.00/person 

 
Reserve your spot at a table by calling the church office; 908-725-4545  

or email Beth Cassidy at bbcass@optonline.net 
Please RSVP by Wednesday, February 17th.    
Bring a friend, neighbor, the whole family! 

All are invited, age 12 years or above.  


