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Twelfth Night—Boar’s Head Festival 
Sunday, January 10, 2015 

 
Christmas in not over here at United! Come and revel in the     
celebration of the Twelve Days of Christmas at our Twelfth 
Night—Boar’s Head Festival, when we celebrate Christmas as they 
did in Elizabethan times. This season’s performance will take 
place on Sunday, January 10th at 4:00 p.m. 
 
In medieval times, the boar was a symbol of evil, the “king” of the 
great forests, and a ferocious menacing animal to man. The 
presentation of the boar’s head at Christmas symbolized good 
over evil. The church endowed this custom with symbolic mean-
ing, transforming it to the worship of God and the triumph of 
Christ over evil. The ceremony of the boar’s head became a part of 
Christmas  celebrations in the great manors throughout the mid-
dle ages. Here at United, we have made this festival one of our 
own Christmas traditions.  
 
All are invited to join us as we celebrate the story of Christmas as 
perhaps once done in an Elizabethan Manor.  Our sanctuary will 
be transformed into an English manor with candlelight, banners, 
trees, and crests.  The Lord and Layde of the manor will welcome 
guests to share in this festive celebration and the story of the Na-
tivity.  
 
You will see and hear, through pageantry and song, a 140 member 
cast, in Elizabethan and Biblical costumes, present vocal and in-
strumental music of the season, including handbells, bagpipes, 
drums, organ, brass quintet, and flute. Cast members include 
members of United, Bernardsville United  Methodist Church, 
Peapack Reformed Church, Westminster Choir College, Rutgers 
University, Recorder Consort of Montclair, the Brass Quintet of 
Madison, Somerset County Police Pipes and Drums, and local Boy 
Scout and Girl Scout troops.   
 
The 2015 Twelfth Night Boar’s Head Festival is directed by Larry J. 
Carey, Music Director at Peapack Reformed Church and F. Paul 
Dickey, Music Director at United Reformed Church.  
 
Everyone is welcome to attend and there is no charge for          
admission; however, a freewill offering will be appreciated.   
 

United Reformed Church 

“The Church on Main Street” 

100 W. Main Street 

Somerville, NJ 08876 

Tel. (908) 725-4545 

Fax: (908) 725-1950 

Email: urcsomerville@optonline.net 

www.urcsomervillenj.org 

 

Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m. 

Rev. Paul G. Janssen 

 

Follow Us On Facebook! 

facebook/urcsomerville 

 

 



Parish the Thought 
 
If, from time to time, you see me walking down the 
street, walking the dog and wearing headphones, I 
may be listening to The Weavers or the soundtrack 
from Rent or the Chichester Psalms or  -- well, you 
get the idea: my tastes are what some folks call 
"eclectic." 
 

Unfortunately, my old $8.99 special mp3 player 
from the clearance shelf at Staples has gone the way 
of all flesh. Not all the way. But it's clearly on life 
support (at best) and, lest I have the ghastly        
experience of a single silent promenade with the 
pup, it's time to get a new one. 
 

Thinking myself a clever fellow, I surfed to ebay for 
the cheapest replacement I could find. Found one. 
$1.99. Almost the same size. More memory. (or so it 
seemed) Bingo! Cost more to ship than to buy. 
It came in the mail last week. I was excited to load 
the songs from the computer onto my new cheapo 
device. Plugged it into the USB port. Nothing hap-
pened. Not the "bing-bing" that's supposed to alert 
me that a new dongle has found its way into my 
computer. Hmmm. Now what? 
 

Turns out I need to buy my own memory chip. For 
$12.99. Grrrr. But the cheapest legitimate mp3 play-
ers are $19.99 at Best Buy, so I buy the chip, take it 
home, wrestle it out of the package that must be at 
least 3.7 times more secure than Fort Knox, I down-
load a couple of playlists - all good. First song: 
"Christmastime is Here," Charlie Brown style. Won-
derful walk with Tucker. 
 

Dogs need more than one walk a day. I strap him up 
several hours later, put on my headphones, turn on 
my cheapskate special, and it's . . . ."Christmas Time 
is Here." Again. Turn it off, and on again. This thing 
plays from the beginning, every time! 
What. Is. Up. With. That? 
 

So now I'm up to - "Oh no, I hope I didn't throw the 
packaging and the Best Buy receipt away"! I had, 
but I found them, next to the old mp3 player, 
beclogged with leavings of corn tortilla soup. I'm 
getting ready to take back the 8G chip (don't laugh 
- my old device was 1G) and I realize that I need to 
scrub it. No problem there and, as of this writing, 
I'm on the cusp of taking the heavily scotch-taped  
package back to Best Buy with the hope that they'll 
take it. 

 
In the long run, I'll probably end up spending that 
$20.00 for a working mp3 player, plus the time and 
aggravation I put into trying to make the skinflint 
version work. Oy. 
 
Resolution: listen to your intuition. My Dutch     
instincts tell me that higher quality on the front 
end is more "frugal" on that back end. Should have 
listened to that voice in my head. 
 
Resolution: be careful when you take something 
apart. You might have to put it back together. 
 
Resolution: try silence every so often. The dog's not 
going to know the difference. Might even get a    
sermon figured out if I'm not trying to conduct an 
orchestra and a choir in 5/8 time. 
 
Resolution: don't toss things away lightly. Things 
that aren't working as well as they used to work, 
still work better than new things that don't work at 
all. 
 
Where do you get your ideas for New Year's Resolu-
tions? I used to get caught in thinking of high-
minded, idealistic, change-the-world sorts of 
things. It's taken me lots of years to recognize that I 
don't have to look so far or think so high to find the 
incremental alterations that, taken together, will 
help me become more human.  
 
Resolution: think small, but better. Think wiser, not 
smarter. Think mindfully, not technologically. 
What small resolutions will change your life this 
year? 

Rev. Paul G. Janssen 
Pastor 

 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Service 
 
This year's Martin Luther King, Jr. service in      
Somerville will take place on Sunday, January 17 at 
4:00 p.m. at First Baptist Church on High Street. 
Rev. Jack Webster from Shiloh Pentecostal Church 
will bring the message on the theme "A Cry for Jus-
tice." Lunch will be served open-house style from 
1:00 to 3:30. Can we have 10 members of our congre-
gation attend? If you'd like to attend to any part of 
the day, please see Pastor Janssen (or call or e-mail) 
by January 10th.  
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The Outreach committee met several times during 
the year in order to discuss ways in which our      
congregation can make a positive impact on the 
community and pursue the church's purpose to love 
and aid people as expressed through outreach. 
 
In addition to monetary donations which are drawn 
from several investment funds and have been      
designated for this purpose, we support many other 
organizations. The clothing drive was a huge success 
as many items were collected and distributed to the 
individuals who visit the Food Bank here at United. 
In order to increase our involvement in the local 
community, we have added two additional          
community based agencies to our outreach program. 
 
HomeSharing - People come to HomeSharing 
when they don’t have enough money to meet the 
high cost of living in Somerset and Hunterdon 
Counties, or if they need additional income or     
assistance around the house. We also help people 
who are in-transition. These are people who need 
comfortable, affordable housing for a limited time 
(we generally require a minimum commitment of 
three months). This includes recently separated 
husbands or wives, as well as corporate employees 
working in this area for a limited time (for example: 
summer interns or, contract employees tired of mo-
tel living). 
 
Recently, people coming to HomeSharing include 
highly educated individuals whose companies have 
downsized and laid them off. Suddenly faced with 
serious financial difficulties, they don’t know what 
help is available. HomeSharing not only helps find 
comfortable, affordable housing, but also helps 
them negotiate the social service system. 
HomeSharing donations included:  24 gifts          
including a small table lamp, a doll, a child’s jewelry  
box with age appropriate jewelry, popcorn, candy, 
men’s hooded sweat shirts, women’s sweaters, sev-
eral toiletry items and additional personal items 
such as hats, gloves and pajamas! 
 
VA Women’s Treatment Unit is a 10 bed unit for 
women who have experienced military sexual    
trauma. It is a 45 day program with intense therapy; 
both individual and Group. 
 
Donations for the VA WTU included 57 gifts from 
candy to sweaters, mittens, adult coloring books,  

 
 

Above: Gifts collected on White Gift Sunday 

 
perfume, popcorn and numerous other items,     
including 12 teal colored scarfs (teal is the color for 
sexual assault, awareness) which were graciously 
donated by the  Cannizzo family. 
 
The Outreach committee expresses its sincere 
thanks for the overwhelming support of the congre-
gation in regard to these programs. We are indeed a 
congregation who cares for those in need and for 
those who strive to make an impact on the commu-
nity and the world at large for the good of the 
church and in the name of Christ.  

John M. Colligas 
                                                 Outreach Chairperson 

 
 
Left: Edie  
Grauer,  
donations  
facilitator at 
HomeSharing 
accepts the 
gifts from  
United,  
delivered by 
John and  
Beverly Colligas  

 

 
Right: 
Michelle 
Smith, V.A 
W.T.U.       
Director   
accepts the 
gifts from 
United,          
delivered by  
John and  
Beverly     
Colligas  
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               Outreach Giving 



Sunday School 
News 

 

During the 4 weeks of   
Advent, the theme for the 
unit of study was called 
"Birthing a Blessing".  It 
references bringing forth 
new life and anticipating 
the birth of Jesus.  The kids made a Jesse tree that 
represents the extended family tree of Jesus includ-
ing his ancestors of faith starting with Adam and 
Eve and ending with Mary.  There is a mini tree  
displayed on the bulletin board in Fellowship Hall 
with symbols of people who prepared the way for 
Christ.  The kids also learned about all the symbols 
of the Advent season and what each one represents, 
for example, Christmas trees and Advent wreaths.   

On December 11th, the youth group sold refresh-
ments during intermission of the Peter Mayer con-
cert.  We made a profit of $240, of which half was  
donated to the VA Women's Treatment Unit in  
Lyons, NJ,  and the other half will be used for youth 
group activities.  During the service on December 
20th,  the children presented their annual rendition 
of the Christmas tableau. It is a delight to see the 
young children and youth recreate the magical   
story of Jesus' birth.  On Christmas eve, the kids 
handed out candy canes and Christian bookmarks 
to those in attendance as a gift of love and joy.    

Winter break—There is no class scheduled for Sun-
day, January 3rd. Sunday school will resume on 
Sunday, January 10th.  

Linda Hayes 
Sunday School Coordinator 

 

Food of the Month 

For the month of January, the Food Bank would 
like us to collect Parmalat milk, and “can-can” 
sale items such as beans, tuna, coffee, soups 
and pasta sauce. 

You may put your donations in the drop box     
during Fellowship Hour on Sundays or you may 
bring them to the church office during the week. 
All donations will benefit the Food Bank Network 
of Somerset County, which distributes food to 
those in need every Saturday from Fellowship Hall. 

Welcome Puerta del Cielo 

In December, the Consistory entered into an       
arrangement with a Spanish-speaking congregation 
named Iglesia Cristiana Puerta del Cielo (Heaven's 
Door Christian Church), an independent Pentecos-
tal congregation which is headquartered here in    
Somerville. The agreement is temporary, but may 
lead to a longer-term relationship. The church was 
facing homelessness, as its former landlord is      
selling the building in which they were housed. 
Their "standard" times of operating will be on    
Sunday from 5:00-8:00 in the Sanctuary,      
Wednesdays from 6:30-9:00 in the Sanctuary, 
Thursdays from 7:00-10:00 in the Sanctuary, and 
Fridays from 7:00-10:00 in room 1. (Their meeting at 
those times are of course subject to our schedule 
and availability.) If you should see someone in the 
church at those times whom you do not recognize, 
you may certainly ask them if they are from Puerta 
del Cielo, but by all means please extend a hand of 
Christlike¡ bienvenidos! This is an opportunity for 
us to bear witness to the breadth of God's kingdom 
by developing personal relationships with these, 
our neighbors and our brothers and sisters in 
Christ.  

 

Got Goodies? 

Do you have  left over sweets and 
treats from the holidays? Bring 
your cookies, candies, brownies, 
and other tasty goodies to Fellow-
ship Hour this Sunday.  Just drop off items in the 
kitchen when you arrive for worship and the Parish 
Life Committee will make sure they are out for your 
friends to enjoy with coffee and ice cream.    
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Do You Want to Join  
United? 

 

Have you been attending worship with us and 

are interested in becoming a member? If so, 

please contact Pastor Janssen or the church 

office to schedule new member classes!  



Annual  
Congregational  

Meeting 
 

The annual Congregational Meeting 
will be held on Sunday, January 31st 
after worship.  At that meeting, the Consistory will 
present the finalized budget for the year 2016. We 
will also be electing members to the Consistory. At 
its December meeting, the Consistory nominated 
Michelle Davis, currently serving as a Deacon, to 
become an Elder of the congregation. Further, the 
Consistory nominated Linda Hayes to serve the 
congregation as a Deacon. If anyone knows any 
Biblically based reason that either of these two  
candidates ought not serve, please contact Pastor 
Janssen immediately. We are grateful to Tom    
Dibble for his years of service to the Consistory as 
an Elder. 

 

The Sale of the Farm is  
Complete! 

 
 

After many years of declining use, the                
Congregation of United Reformed Church voted to 
approve the sale of the Farm property, located in 
Kingwood Township, NJ.  This 101 acre property, 
along with a large farmhouse, was owned by URC 
for over 50 years and was an important part in our 
history.  When the sale was discussed at the      
Congregational meeting, it was clearly important to 
the Congregation that the property not be           
developed for residential use.   

A committee of URC members was appointed and 
they held a series of meetings with the Hunterdon 
Land Trust (HLT) to review sale and use              
options. HLT determined that funding was       
available from the State of New Jersey Green Acres 
Program, and Hunterdon County Open Space 
Fund.  An appraisal and an environmental review of 
the property were conducted.  Unfortunately, the 
environmental review found issues that would    
require remediation before the property could be 

sold.  URC learned that historic spills of pesticides, 
by the previous owners left two areas of the      
property in need of remediation.  We appointed an 
environmental consultant, as required by the 
NJDEP, to develop a plan to address the contami-
nation.  Over the next year, soil and groundwater 
sampling was conducted to delineate the extent of 
contamination. Following a plan approved by the 
NJDEP, soil removal was conducted in two areas of 
the property.  Follow up testing was done to      
confirm that the area is now free of contamination. 

On December 16th, the Farm property was sold to 
Kingwood Township.  This property will be added 
to their nearly 800 acre Horseshoe Bend 
Park.  The park offers sweeping vistas of the       
Delaware River Valley, rolling hills, forested        
ravines, pristine streams, and provides habitat for 
many wildlife species.  The park is jointly owned, 
managed and maintained by Kingwood Township 
and the NJDEP Division of Parks and Forestry, and  
offers a venue for horseback riders, hikers,     
mountain bikers, bird watchers, and others who 
favor the peace and tranquility of nature. It         
includes a 10,000-square-foot event center, leash 
free dog area, and seven miles of trails.  In keeping 
with the wishes of the Congregation, the former 
Farm property will remain undeveloped and as 
parkland forever. Proceeds from the sale will be 
used for the continued Ministry of URC. 

Best Regards, 
John C. Lane 

 
Looking Ahead 

 
Sunday, February 7 

“Souper” Bowl Sunday 
 

Sunday, February 14 
Scout Sunday 

 
Friday, February 19 

Boy Scout Lenten Fish Fry 
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The next Consistory meeting will take place on 
Tuesday, January 26th at 7:00 p.m., in the 

lounge.  

News From the Consistory 



Birthdays and 

 Anniversaries 
Birthdays 
 

Jan. 3   Teresa Fanti 
Jan. 7   James Barry 
Jan. 9   Clarence Brunner 
Jan. 13   Emma Janssen 
Jan. 20   Inge Gurke, Carol Lane 
Jan. 28   Ava Davis 

 
Anniversaries 
 

Jan. 1   Paul & Annette Janssen 
Jan.5   Wayne & Charlotte McAfee 

Date Ushers Fellowship 
Hour 

Altar Guild Counters Lay Reader 

1/3 Carol Barry 
Heather Stires 

Parish Life 
Sundae Sunday 

Toni Moore Ruth Reader 
Mark Cannizzo 

John Colligas 

1/10 Mark Cannizzo 
Connie Osinski 

Men’s FH Group Wanda 
Goldsworthy 

Toni Moore Nancy Maggio 

1/17 Toni Moore 
Barbara Schwarz 

Open-Can you  
Host? 

Sandy Dibble Bill Everett Michelle Davis 

1/24 Brian & Beth 
Cassidy 

Toni Moore 
Barbara Schwarz 
Alice Gunzelman 

Fran Wise Kathy Phillips Annette Janssen 

1/31 Fran Wise 
Lyn Van Gorder 

Open-Can you  
Host? 

Michelle Davis Chris Parenti Steve Rus 

Sunday Servers For January 

Bible Readings 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jan. 3:  Second Sunday after Christmas  
Jeremiah 31:7-14  Psalm 147:12-20 
Ephesians 1:3-14  John 1:(1-9), 10-18 
 
Jan. 10: First Sunday after the Epiphany  
Isaiah 43:1-7   Psalm 29 
Acts 8:14-17   Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 
 
Jan. 17:  Second Sunday after the Epiphany 
Isaiah 62:1-5   Psalm 36:5-10 
1 Corinthians 12:1-11  John 2:1-11 
 
Jan. 24:  Third Sunday after the Epiphany 
Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 Psalm 19 
1 Corinthians 12:12-31a  Luke 4:14-21 
     
Jan. 31:  Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany 
Jeremiah 1:4-10   Psalm 71:1-6 
1 Corinthians 13:1-13  Luke 4:21-30 
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InTouch is produced by  

Lori Herpen, Administrative Assistant 

Deadline for the February Issue is 

 January 22, 2016 

Please submit articles, news and photos to:  

urcsomerville@optonline.net 

Women’s Book Club 

"For some of us, books are as important as almost 
anything on earth. What a miracle it is that out of 

these small, flat, rigid squares of paper unfolds 
world after world after world. Worlds that sing to 

you, comfort and quiet or excite you.  Books help us 
understand who we are."  

~ Anne Lamott 
The Women's Book Group gathers to share a    
common interest in reading.  We exchange insights, 
express ideas, ask questions, share laughter, and 
enjoy the gift of friendship. Our next meeting will 
be on Wednesday, January 27 at 7:00 pm at the 
home of Carol Lane. We will discuss our current 
book, Mennonite in a Little Black Dress by Rhoda 
Janzen. All are welcome! Contact Annette Janssen, 
annettejanssen57@yahoo.com for more details. 

mailto:annettejanssen57@yahoo.com


January 2016    
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 

 
 

1 
New Year’s Day 

Office Closed 

2 
10 am 
Food Bank 

3 
Sunday School 
Cancelled today! 
10 am/Worship 
11 am/Fellowship 
Hour – Sundae 
Sunday 
 
 

4 

7:00 pm 

Twelfth Night 

Status Meeting 

 

 

 

5 

7:30 Choir  
Rehearsal for 
Twelfth Night 

6 
12:00 pm Bible 

Study 

7:00 pm 

Marketing  

Committee 

 

 

7 

7:30 pm 

Choir Rehearsal  

8 

 

 

9  
8:30 am 
Men’s  
Fellowship 
Group 
 
9 to 3  
Twelfth Night  
Rehearsal 
 
10 am 
Food Bank 

10 
9 am Sunday 
School  
10 am/Worship 
11 am/ 
Fellowship  
Hour  
4 pm/Twelfth 
Night Festival 

11 

 

 

12 

7:15 pm 

A & F  
Committee 

13 
12:00 pm Bible 

Study 
7:00 pm 

Worship 

Committee 

7:00 pm Free 

Legal Clinic 

14 

7:30 pm 

Choir Rehearsal  

15 

 

 

16 

10 am 
Food Bank 

17 
9 am Sunday 
School  
10 am/Worship 
11 am/ 
Fellowship  
Hour 
 

18 
 
 

19 

 

20 

12:00 pm Bible 

Study 

21 

7:30 pm 

Choir Rehearsal  

22 

 

23 

10 am 
Food Bank 

24 

9 am Sunday 

School     

10 am/Worship 

11 am/Fellowship  

Hour 

25 

 

 

26 

7:30 pm  

Consistory  
 

27 

12:00 pm Bible 

Study 

28 

7:30 pm 

Choir Rehearsal  

 

 

29 

 

 

30 

10 am 
Food Bank 

31 

9 am Sunday 
School     
10 am/Worship 
11 am/Fellowship  
Hour 
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United Reformed Church  
100 W. Main St. 
Somerville, NJ 08876 
 

 
 
 

Love All. Serve All.  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Super Bowl is on Sunday, February 7th this year, and United is holding our own,  

“Souper Bowl Sunday”!  

Beginning in late January, when we know which 2 teams are playing in the Super Bowl, you will be 

able to vote/root for your team by placing cans of soup in your favored team’s box before February 

7th or on the “playing field” in Fellowship Hall on Super Bowl Sunday.  

The winner of our “Souper Bowl” will be announced during Fellowship Hour. 

Donations will be given to the Food Bank Network of Somerset County.   

Look for details in the Sunday bulletins as January moves along! 

 
 


