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United Reformed Church
“The Church on Main Street”
100 W. Main Street
Somerville, NJ 08876
Tel. (908) 725-4545
Fax: (908) 725-1950
Email: urcsomerville@optonline.net
www.urcsomervillenj.org

Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m.
Rev. Paul G. Janssen
Follow Us On Facebook!
facebook/urcsomerville

Beloved United Member
Betty Taylor
To Celebrate
100th Birthday!
On Sunday, May 29th, long time United member, Betty Taylor
will celebrate her 100th birthday!
Elizabeth Holmes Taylor, (“Betty”) was born in 1916 in Philadelphia where she grew up with her younger sister and brother. Betty’s
father was a jewelry salesman and appraiser with S. Kind & Sons
in downtown “Philly”.
After studying a year at Drexel University, Betty met her husband,
David Taylor, Jr. during a summer vacation in Wildwood. David
was working his way through college as a drummer in the
municipal band at that time. The couple married in 1935 and
settled in Somerville. In 1938, Betty and David became members
of the Second Reformed Church and raised 2 children; George and
David. Betty’s husband, and his father formed Taylor Oil Co.,
then located on Franklin Street in Somerville, and still in business
today.
During World War II, Betty and her dear friend, Ruth
Schoonmaker (Jane Huck’s mother) were volunteers with the Red
Cross. Betty was a very active member of the Somerset Hospital
Women’s Auxilary Board, serving as President in 1955 and
continuing through the 1970’s. She was also active with the
Somerville Civic League and numerous Bridge clubs (her abiding
passion to this present day, as she is an avid Bridge player at
Arbor Glen).
As a family, the Taylors always enjoyed time at the shore and the
tradition remains. Betty currently resides in Bridgewater and
spends her summers in Ocean City. She has 5 grandchildren and
6 great-grandchildren. Betty’s husband passed in 1976 and her son
George passed in 2010. Her other son David, currently serves as
the interim Pastor at High Bridge Reformed Church.
Please join us in wishing Betty a very special birthday filled with
many blessings! If you would like to send Betty a card, please
contact the church office.

clarity. Here’s how:
First, it offers clarity to me. I graduated from
seminary 31 years ago. Before computers were
widely used. By anyone. I need re-training to stay
current and serve you best. But what kind of
retraining? Evidence will tell. In addition, pastors
could have 1,001 things to do each week. Clarity
helps me focus on exactly where I should spend my
best energies, and helps me know when I, as a
leader, should push, and when I should give you a
rest, and when to let good things go.

Parish the Thought
Good job, folks!
The “CAT” (Congregational Assessment Tool) has
been out for just over a week, and we’re up to about
20 completed surveys. We’ve got quite a distance to
go (it would be great if we could receive over 50),
but I do thank those who have completed it so far. I
want to say something like my mother used to say
after I took some medicine I hadn’t wanted: “Now
that wasn’t so bad, was it?” Indeed, it’s not. Your
participation will be very, very helpful to our
church’s near- and long-term future.

Second, evidence-based plans offer confidence to
you. When our plans are based on actual facts, you
can feel better that decisions that are made aren’t
just based on the hunches of a small clique, but are
based on what you have told us. If we should
recommend changes, we will at least be able to offer
a clear rationale for them. “Change for change’s
sake” seldom gets a church anywhere. “Change for
God’s sake, based on facts” is a much better way to
go.

If you’re wondering how filling out blank circles on
a survey will help, let me offer you a bit of
perspective.
Using a survey – and having the cottage meetings
gives us at least a chance to develop an evidencebased strategic plan for our church. Evidencebased: that’s the key. What are the alternatives?

Third, evidence-based planning will help the
Consistory. We’ll have more time for productive
discussions if we’re not guessing what the members
intend for the church. We’ll avoid failure paths that
end up wasting our time, energy, and money. And
we can enact a vision for reaching the community
that is promising because it takes into account the
way we live now, rather than being based on
outdated, unrealistic, or sentimental desires for the
church and community that once were.

Hunch-based – “Well, I’m guessing that this
approach might work……” (Have you ever
tried to change a tire based on this approach?)
Story-based – “All we need to do is to listen to
stories” (This usually means that the stories
of a privileged few get too much weight.)
Power-based – “It’s the pastor and consistory’s
job to make these decisions” (I don’t have to
own the process, because if we fail, it’s leadership’s fault.)
Expert-based – “Let’s ask a consultant to make
our decisions for us.” (The only consultants
worth their salt base their findings on . . . .
evidence.)

Well, that’s a long commercial reminder for
everyone to take the Congregational Assessment
Tool either online or on paper. (You can get paper
copies in the office; we can even mail you as many
as you need.) Also – please call the office to sign up
to attend a Cottage meeting! Here is the list of
available dates:

Not one of these other approaches have ever
worked to help a congregation get to the point of
genuine turn-around.
The surveys help us to discern God’s will by
listening to how God is speaking to you in a way
that we can understand and interpret for the good
of United Reformed Church.

Tuesday, May 3

7:30

Huck’s

Thursday, May 5

7:30

Hayes’

Friday, May 6

1:30

Everett’s

Monday, May 9

7:30

Colligas’

Sunday, May 15

11:30

Church Lounge
Rev. Paul G. Janssen
Pastor

In a mixed-up-enough world, the church needs
clarity, and the strategic planning process (of which
the CAT is an integral part) will help provide that
2

After the Civil War, Ann Marie created a
committee to establish a “Mothers Friendship
Day”, to reunite families that had been divided
during the Civil War. Members of her club showed
up with soldiers from the North and South. Ann
Marie wanted to expand this into an annual
memorial for mothers, but she died in 1905, at the
age of 72 before the celebration became popular.
Her daughter, Anna would continue her mother’s
efforts.

News From the
Consistory
Rekindling a Third
Reformed Tradition in
Honor of
Mother’s Day
Our Worship and Christian Education Committees
have decided to bring back the tradition of
celebrating Mothers Day with carnations. This
practice was regularly observed by the Third
Reformed Church of Raritan (now part of United),
as well as by many other churches and
congregations throughout our nation’s history.

Pictured right: Anna
Jarvis 1864 - 1948
Anna’s birthplace in
Webster, W.V.
known as the
“Anna Jarvis House”
is on the National
Register of
Historic Places.

The History of Mother’s Day
In 1850, Ann Marie Reeves, the daughter of a
Methodist pastor married Granville E. Jarvis, the
son of a Baptist Minister. Together they had 13
children! Sadly, only four lived to adulthood.
Despite all of her hardships and tending to such a
large family, Ann Marie remained committee to
the church and was active in several social groups.
Her most notable deeds were working with the
sick and under-privileged.

The Tradition of Carnations

Anna began a campaign to memorialize the life
work of her mother. At one of the first services,
Anna handed out her mother’s favorite flower; the
white carnation. Five years later, the House of
Representatives adopted a resolution calling for
officials of the federal government to wear white
carnations on Mother’s Day, and in 1914, President
Woodrow Wilson signed a bill recognizing
Mother’s Day as a national observance.

When Ann Marie was 26 years old, she asked many
of the social groups she was active with for
assistance to help fight disease and poverty, and to
improve overall sanitation and health for both
Union and Confederate encampments undergoing
a typhoid breakout. She recruited help from her
brother who was a doctor, and organized groups
that held lectures, which were called “Mothers Day
Work Clubs”. These clubs went on to care for
families of tubercular parents and provided
medicine for the poverty stricken. With the
outbreak of both typhoid and measles on the rise,
these brave women rose to the challenge and cared
equally for the North and the South.

All are welcome to join us on Mother’s Day,
Sunday, May 8th when we will celebrate the
mothers and Sunday School teachers of our
congregation. Our Sunday School children and
Youth Group will present these special ladies with
both white and pink carnations.

Pictured left:
Ann Marie Reeves Jarvis
1832 - 1905

Pictured left :
A Mother’s Day
postcard from
Northern Pacific
Railway
1915
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Sunday School
News

Williamson Scholarship
High School graduation is just around the corner,
so that means it is time for all eligible seniors to
hand in their Williamson Scholarship Fund form.

Our last unit of study for
this school year is called
"Easter People." This unit
focuses on the powerful
effect of the risen Christ
upon all followers of Jesus.
The kids learned of many
symbols representing this most important time of
the Christian year. Please take a look at our
bulletin board for all the symbols of the Easter
season.

What is the Williamson Scholarship you ask? Every
year in May, we celebrate the seniors who are
members of URC and are accepted to a RCA
College or other institute of higher learning.
Eligible students for scholarship monies must
faithfully attend church and have actively
participated in at least 4 church related activities
each year during high school.
If you have
participated in the bell choir, vocal choir, cook/
serve for SHIP galley, assisted with church
sponsored luncheons, serve at coffee hour,
volunteered at Youth Group related activities (i.e.
Stars and Promises concert, Memorial Day hot dog
sale, Heath Fair, fundraisers, participated in
Twelfth Night Celebration, volunteered for the food
bank, served as an usher, or have been a reader
during worship).

The Sunday School year will wrap up on Mother's
Day, May 8th. Please join us on this special day as
we celebrate our mothers with carnations.
Sunday school will break for the summer on May
8th, and will resume September 11, 2016.

Linda Hayes
Sunday School Coordinator

Please contact Sandy Dibble for an application
form. All applicants will be reviewed by the
Scholarship committee. Those who are currently in
high school, please consider sharing your talents
with our church family, so that you too can look
forward to earning the Williamson Scholarship
your Senior year!

Graduation Announcements
Coming Soon!

Amy Stires
Vice-President

Our June issue of InTouch will include a form to
submit 2016 graduation announcements, which
will be published in the July issue of InTouch. All
are welcome to acknowledge family members and
friends’ special achievements.

Food of the Month

Do You Want to Join
United?

For the month of May, the Food Bank would like
us to collect picnic foods such as baked beans,
pasta salad mixes, canned tuna and
condiments such as salad dressings, ketchup,
mustard, etc.

Have you been attending worship
with us and are interested in
becoming a member? We’ d love to
have you as part of our family!

Please contact Pastor Janssen or call
Lori in the church office to schedule
new member classes!

You may put your donations in the drop box during Fellowship Hour on Sundays or you may bring
them to the church office during the week. All donations will benefit the Food Bank Network of
Somerset County, which distributes food to those
in need every Saturday from Fellowship Hall.
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Paint With Us
At Pinot’s Palette!

Women’s Book Club
The Women's Book Club has scheduled its May
meeting for Wednesday, May 25th at 7:00 p.m.
We will meet at the home of Kathy Phillips to
discuss our current selection, which is a novel
entitled, The Postmistress, by Sarah Blake.

Come and join your friends at Pinot's
Palette, Main Street in Somerville on
Wednesday, May 18th. We will receive a 2-hour
painting lesson while creating a beautiful painting
you can proudly hang in your home.

We continue to explore interesting characters,
ideas, and themes in our discussions as we nurture friendships and build community. There's
room for you to take part if you enjoy reading
and would like to share that enjoyment with
sister book lovers. Contact Annette Janssen for
more details.

It does not matter if you are a budding artist or
have never before put paint on canvas, the artists at
Pinot's Palette will expertly guide you in creating a
beautiful original piece of artwork. A light afterdinner snack will be provided and you are welcome
to bring your favorite beverage or a bottle of wine.
To reserve your canvas for this fun evening, please
contact the church office at 908-725-4545. All of the
important details are below, as well as a picture of
our painting. There is only room for 20 budding
artists, so if you are interested do not delay in
reserving your canvas.

Blessing of the Bikes
Tour of Somerville
The Arts on Division, the official organizer of The
Tour of Somerville Cycling Series, has accepted Pastor Janssen’s proposal to hold a “Blessing of the
Bikes”, to be held just before the day of racing
begins!
United’s Marketing Committee will have our tent
set up on the lawn next to Redelico’s on the day of
the races, so that spectators can seek some shade
and a free bottle of water. We are looking for
members who are willing to volunteer a 2-hour
shift to help meet and greet folks on behalf of the
church. If you are available, please contact the
church office.

Date: May 18, 2016 (Wednesday)

The Tour of Somerville is an annual cycling event
that has taken place since 1940. The event is
traditionally held on Memorial Day. For the
specific time and location of the blessing of the
bikes, please see future Sunday bulletins, as we will
publish all details once they are available.

Time: 6:30 pm
Cost: $40.00
(Cash or check made out to URC)
Location: Pinot's Pallet
196 W. Main St. Somerville, NJ
Friends are Welcome!
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Sunday Servers For May
Date

Ushers

Fellowship
Hour

Altar Guild

Counters

Lay Reader

5/1

Bill & Ellen Everett

Parish Life
Sundae Sunday

Alice Gunzelman

Michelle Lane
Bev Colligas

John Colligas

5/8

Carol & Caitlin
Barry

Men’s FH Group

Toni Moore

Toni Moore
Michelle Lane

Annette Janssen

5/15

Toni Moore &
Barbara Schwarz

Open-Can
host?

you

Wanda
Goldsworthy

Ruth Reader
Michelle Lane

Steven Rus

5/22

Michelle Davis
Fran Wise

Sandy Dibble

Mark Cannizzo
James Phillips

Wanda
Goldsworthy

5/29

Howard & Cynthia
Wagner

Toni Moore
Barbara Schwarz
Alice Gunzelman
Open– Can you
host?

Fran Wise

Bill Everett
Sue Elgard

Tom Dibble

Bible Readings

Birthdays and
Anniversaries
Birthdays
May 1
May 2
May 4
May 5
May 7
May 8
May 14
May 15
May 16
May 17
May 20
May 21
May 22

May 1: Sixth Sunday of Easter
Acts 16:9-15
Psalm 67
Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5
John 5:1-9
May 8: Seventh Sunday of Easter
Acts 16:16-34
Psalm 97
Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17
John 17:20-26
May 15: Pentecost
Acts 2:1-21
Romans 8:14-17

Psalm 104:24-34, 35b
John 14:8-17

May 22: Trinity Sunday
Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31
Romans 5:1-5

Psalm 8
John 16:12-15

May 29: Second Sunday After Pentecost
1 Kings 18:20-21 (22-29)
Psalm 96
Galatians 1:1-12
Luke 7:1-10

May 29

Anniversaries
May 10
May 21

InTouch is produced by
Lori Herpen, Administrative Assistant
Deadline for the June Issue is
May 23, 2016
Please submit articles, news and photos to:
urcsomerville@optonline.net

May 23
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Andrew McLachlan
Ruth Reader
Beth Cassidy
Raymond Trombadore
Michelle Lane
Sharon Thompson
Christopher Thompson
Peter Stires
Denise Flynn
Jeffrey Davis
Anna Radcliffe
Donny Stires
Wanda Goldsworthy
Sam Janssen
Lucinda Davis
Elizabeth Taylor

Jeff & Denise Flynn
Joe & Della Nemes
John & Alice Bay
Doug & Estella Rollender

May 2016
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

9 am Sunday
School

7;00 pm
Marketing
Committee

10 am/Worship
11amFellowship
Hour – Sundae
Sunday

8

9

7 pm
A & F Meeting

Mother’s Day
10 am/Worship
11 am/Fellowship
Hour

15

11

12

7 pm Free Legal
Clinic

16

10 am/Worship
11 am/
Fellowship
Hour

23

9 am Sunday
School

17

18

9 am Sunday
School
10 am/Worship
11 am/Fellowship
Hour

14
8:30 am
Men’s
Fellowship
Group

7:30 pm
Choir Rehearsal

19

7 pm
Twelfth Night
Committee

6:30 pm
Pinot’s Palett

24

25

4:00 pm
Raritan Ringers

30

10 am
Food Bank

10 am
Food Bank

7:15 pm
Consistory
Meeting

10 am/Worship
11 am/Fellowship
Hour

29

13

7:30 pm Classis
of Delaware
Raritan
Meeting
(NBRC)

9 am Sunday
School

22

10

7:30 pm
Somerville HS
Jazz Band &
Chorus

31

Memorial Day
Office Closed
Tour of
Somerville
Cycling Event

7

20

7:30 pm
Choir Rehearsal

21
10 am
Food Bank

26

27

28

7:30 pm
Choir Rehearsal

SHIP’s
Galley

10 am
Food Bank

Twelfth Night
Boar’s Head Festival

Spring Music At United

Wanted - Committee Chairpersons!
The Twelfth Night - Boar’s Head Committee has
openings for several important committee
chairpersons; props, costumes, and set-up/clean-up.

Somerville High School
Jazz Band and Chorus
Friday, May 6th - 7:30 p.m.

Chairpersons are key to make sure everything is
organized and well planned for this special event.
Committee meetings take place 4 to 5 times per year.

Don’t miss these two talented groups of students
perform their annual concert. Free admission!

If you are interested in serving as a chairperson, please
see Larry Carey or contact the church office.

Raritan Ringers
Sunday, May 22nd - 4:00 p.m.

Next Festival is just 8 months away!
Sunday, January 8th, 2017
4:00 p.m.

Thirteen advanced ringers from the metropolitan New
Jersey area present a concert of national and
international music featuring American, Broadway
and pop selections. $10.00/general admission.

United Reformed Church
100 W. Main St.
Somerville, NJ 08876

Love All. Serve All.
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