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United Reformed Church
“The Church on Main Street”
100 W. Main Street
Somerville, NJ 08876
Tel. (908) 725-4545
Fax: (908) 725-1950
Email: urcsomerville@optonline.net
www.urcsomervillenj.org
#urcsomerville

Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m.
Rev. Paul G. Janssen
Follow Us On Facebook!
facebook/urcsomerville

Are You Signed Up to
Walk, Give, Change the World?
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Every year, United members take efforts to feed the hungry one step
further by hosting the Central Somerset CROP Hunger Walk.
Sponsored by Church World Services and organized by local
congregations around the world, the CROP Hunger Walks raise
funds to end hunger at home and around the world.
Twenty-five percent of the funds we raise come directly back to the
two groups we already support throughout the year; The Food Bank
Network of Somerset County and SHIP (Samaritan Homeless Interim
Program), which is why this event is even more-so important to us!
This year’s walk will take place on Sunday, October 30th at 1:30 p.m.
The day begins with a pre-walk kickoff that takes place in Fellowship
Hall just prior to the event, at 12:30 p.m., where we usually serve light
refreshments to all walkers and event volunteers.
Several other local congregations, students come together to walk
with us and walkers can choose either the long route (3.5 miles) or
the short route (1.3 miles). Registering to walk is easy. You can
register online and even send your friends an email asking them to
sponsor you with a donation. If you are unable to attend or aren’t up
for walking, you can be a “spirit walker” and help raise funds for
Team United, or you can make a donation to Team United with your
credit/debit card. During the month of October, we will also have a
registration table set up during Fellowship Hour.

To register to walk or to make a donation to Team United visit;
https://www.crophungerwalk.org/somervillenj/
Mark Cannizzo
Walk Coordinator

and flourish in the life of United. Whether we’ll
have a garden with a couple of daisies, or one that
boasts a flourish that delights both you and the
neighborhood – that’s up to you.

Parish the Thought
Some Things Are Hard to Talk About. . .
. . . and I don’t mean having “that talk” with your
son or daughter about sex. Or drugs. I mean that
some issues are hard for us to talk about in our
church family.

I prefer the latter, and I look forward to sowing the
seeds and waiting for them to grow.
Rev. Paul G. Janssen
Pastor

Money is one of those things that’s hard to talk
about. People who work on the financial reports
know that we need to talk about money. The
church is a business not quite like any other
business, but we still need to pay our bills. If that’s
not happening, or if it’s happening in a way that
endangers the future, then as uncomfortable as it is,
money talk needs to be at least a small part of the
conversation. Preachers tend to talk in high-blown
terms like “giving is an opportunity to participate in
God’s mission” or “your pledge is your thank-you
note to God.” (Such preachments are expected; they
rarely move the pledging needle up even 1%.) If a
church talks openly about money only one Sunday
a year, some will feel that the church is “always”
talking about money. Others feel a desire to give
more to the church, but their budgets won’t allow
them – so talk of money brings on feelings of guilt.
Many mistakenly assume that, because a
congregation has some money in the bank (as we
do), the church can simply live on investments (we
can’t). And others want the church to follow the
pattern of the three fabled monkeys: “see no money,
hear no money, speak no money.”

Somerville Area Clergy to
Preach on Racial Justice
In October, several houses of worship in Somerville
and surrounding communities will focus one of
their worship services on racial justice. Participating
religious leaders want to call attention to the growing awareness of violence regularly directed toward
people of color. Despite differences in faith
traditions, what they hope to demonstrate is that
their spiritual communities share respect for
human life. They each follow teachings that call
them to stand on the side of the oppressed. This
joint effort is an invitation for the public to join
other members of their community to reflect on
racial justice from various faith perspectives.
Congregations participating in this event include:
Sunday, October 16th
First Baptist Church
132 W. High St., Somerville

You may realize that Jesus spoke about money more
than just about anything else. He knew that “where
your treasure is, there will your heart be also.” Thus,
we’ll soon be following his example and talking
together about where our treasures and hearts lie,
as we prepare for 2017. So on behalf of the
Administration and Finance Commission, I’m
asking for your full attention and prayerful
consideration when the annual pledge drive comes.
Pledges are important so that our budget for the
next year can be planned. We do NOT measure
anyone’s faith by the amount they put in the
offering plate. However, the degree to which we can
nurture and encourage and stimulate your relationship with God depends on the kinds of programs
and initiatives we can provide at United, and those
programs and initiatives cost money to provide.

Unitarian Universalist Congregation
of Somerset Hills
123 E. Cliff St., Somerville

United Reformed Church
(The Worship Commission discussed and approved this at
its September meeting.)

Sunday, October 30th
St. Martin’s Episcopal Church
1350 Washington Valley Rd., Bridgewater

Sunday, TBD:
First United Methodist Church
48 West High St., Somerville

Fountain of Living Water
132 W. High St., Somerville

Other Congregations may also be joining this effort;
those reported here are current as of the publication
of InTouch.

“You reap what you sow,” wrote another Paul in his
letter to the Galatians. So I encourage you to
consider your pledge for 2017 as seeds that will grow
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Sunday
School News

Food of the Month
For the month of October, the Food Bank would
like us to collect hearty soups, stews, tea and coffee.
Parmalat milk and canned meats such as chili
and beef ravioli are always needed.

Sunday School is back
in action!!! We kicked
off our new Sunday
School
year
on
September 11th with
our
first
service
project.

We Now Have a Shopping Cart!, donated by Shop
Rite! You may put donations in the shopping cart
in Fellowship Hall on Sundays or you may place
them in the basket in the narthex, so they don’t
have to sit in the pew with you, and of course you
can always drop off items during the week. All
donations help to stock the shelves of the Food
Bank Network of Somerset County, which distributes food to those in need every Saturday in Fellowship Hall.

The lesson was about remembrance so it was very
meaningful to connect the events of September 11th
to this lesson. The Youth Group teamed up with
the Sunday School to make 44 American Flag
beaded pins. These pins were handed out to the
congregation during the last hymn that morning. It
was great to see many faces in attendance during
worship and that we even ran out of pins!! If
anyone would like to have a pin that might not of
gotten one, we can make more!

URC Youth Being
Mischievous for a
Good Cause

The lessons for the remainder of the month are
focusing on the prophet Jeremiah and about
building
trust
and
rebuilding
our
"communities". Please remember that if you have
family or friends who are considering sending their
children to Sunday School for Christian Education,
our doors are always open and we are welcoming to
new students. Please contact the church office for
a registration form.
Linda Hayes
Sunday School Coordinator

As the ghosts and goblins get ready to haunt the
town, the youth of URC will be spreading a little
mischief of their own. On Sunday, October 30th,
the kids plan to take over coffee hour with a bake
sale of fall inspired treats. Louisiana has been devastated with floods and the youth wanted to raise
funds to donate to the Red Cross to help those in
need. The attention from the media lasts only as
long as the evening news, however the need for
assistance can last for months. Please consider
joining us during coffee hour to support the Red
Cross by purchasing some homemade baked goods.
We are also looking for bakers, please email me at
amystires@optonline.net or call the church office if
you would like to donate homemade treats to the
Halloween Bake Sale.

Women’s Book Club
The Women's Book Club has scheduled the next
meeting using a slightly different cycle. We will not
meet during the month of October. Looking ahead
to next month, our next meeting will be on
Wednesday, November 2nd. Diny Buchanan will
host this meeting at the church. She will make a
selection and announce the title via email, Sunday
bulletins, and the November InTouch. Any
interested women who love to read, come and enjoy
thoughtful discussions, good books, and good
friends. Please contact Annette Janssen for more
details.

Amy Stires
Youth Group Coordinator
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News From the
Consistory

Joys and Concerns
Dear Friends,

Just a reminder as we head
into election season, United
Reformed Church is listed by
the Internal Revenue Service as a 501(c)3
organization. "Under the Internal Revenue Code,
all section 501(c)(3) organizations are absolutely
prohibited from directly or indirectly participating
in, or intervening in, any political campaign on
behalf of (or in opposition to) any candidate for
elective public office."*

Thank you so much for your words of support and
encouragement at the wedding of our daughter,
Emma, to Will Prentice on August 27. Also, thank
you for your condolences upon the death of my
mother on September 23 – not unexpected, but
nevertheless somewhat sudden. Joys and concerns
indeed! Thank you for being Christ’s presence in
our lives during this roller-coaster month.
Pastor and Annette Janssen

However, other activities intended to encourage
people to participate in the electoral process, such
as voter registration and get-out-the-vote drives,
would not be prohibited political campaign activity
if conducted in a non-partisan manner."*

Other Happenings
New Parking Rates
New parking rates and extended enforcement
times for the borough of Somerville will go into
effect on or about October 1st. It will now cost
$1.00 per hour to park on Main Street and in the
municipal lots from 9:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.,
Monday through Saturday. Sundays are free. The
new rates were approved by the borough council a
year ago and were amended in March.

Therefore, United Reformed Church will not
permit use of its property for any kind of
gathering, rally, protest, march, or any other
event that is intended in a partisan manner to
endorse or to thwart the cause of either a
political party, political action committee, or
any candidate for elective public office.

Human Trafficking Roundtable

*IRS website, January 6, 2015, " The Restriction of
Political Campaign Intervention by Section 501(c)
(3) Tax-Exempt Organizations".

Last year, United’s Outreach Committee joined the
faith-based sub-committee of the New Jersey
Human Trafficking Task Force, which is
committed to combating the crime of human
trafficking through education, collaboration and
prosecution. Human Trafficking is a form of
modern-day slavery where people use force,
fraudulent promises or extortion to control and
exploit other persons for profit.

Next Meeting
The next meeting of the Consistory will take place
on Tuesday, October 25th at 7:15 p.m. in the
lounge.

A roundtable discussion will take place on
Tuesday, October 4th at 7:00 p.m., at the Empower
Family Success Center, 34 W. Main Street,
Somerville. We encourage our members to attend
and gain a deeper understanding of the issue and
the efforts being made to address the needs of
victims within our community. The Reformed
Church in America has taken a stance against
human trafficking and many resources are
available on their website;
https://www.rca.org/human-trafficking

Do You Want to Join
United?
Have you been attending worship with us and
are interested in becoming a member?
We’d love to have you as part of our family!
Please contact Pastor Janssen or call Lori
in the church office to schedule new
member classes!
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Bass Larry Miller is originally from Beckley,
West Virginia.
He is in his fifth year at
Westminster Choir College and will graduate in
next May with two degrees: Bachelor of Music in
Music Education and Master of Arts in Teaching
(Finally, different degrees from the others!). He has
sung for churches in West Virginia, Virginia,
Pennsylvania, New York and New Jersey and this is
his third year with us at United. After graduation
next spring, Larry hopes to find a position as a
middle school music teacher. If anyone hears of
future openings, keep Larry in mind!

News From the
Choir
If you have been in worship
recently you have had the opportunity to hear this
year’s choir section leaders, both soloists performing “On Eagle’s Wings” and also singing as a quartet. You will agree that we are fortunate to have
such a special group of talented singers in our chancel choir! Many church members have asked for
more information on each individual, so here it is!
(Pardon my
editorial comments…)

Paul Dickey
Director of Music

Soprano Kirsten Anderson holds a Bachelor of
Arts degree in Music from Pepperdine University in
Malibu, California. (Malibu, hmm, a tough place to
be for studying!) She recently received a Master of
Music degree in Voice Performance and Pedagogy
from Westminster Choir College. A California
native, living now in Princeton, she is remaining in
this area to seek opportunities for a career in opera.

Calling all Thespians!
Our Annual Central Jersey Twelfth - Night Boar's
Head Festival is scheduled for Sunday, January 8th!
All previous cast members will receive either an
email or letter from the Twelfth Night committee in
October to confirm participation in the 2017
performance. The committee would like to
confirm all roles by early November so that
costumes can be fitted by mid-December. We are
planning a full dress rehearsal this year, so all
costume fittings should be complete before
Christmas.

Alto Kathryn (Katie) Elliott is from Macon,
Georgia (a HOT place! I should know - I lived in GA
for 5 years). Katie has a Bachelor of Arts degree in
Voice from Mercer University in Macon and now is
a
second year graduate student at Westminster
Choir College studying for a degree in Vocal
Performance and Pedagogy. She has sung in
Baptist, Episcopal and Presbyterian choirs, and now
she can add Reformed to her resume! She’s happy
to be back for her second year of singing with the
Chancel Choir and the feeling is mutual!

If you plan to participate in the 2017 performace, it
is very important to confirm your participation with
Linda Hayes (bearwuff@optonline.net). If you
would like a role change, please indicate that too
and the committee will consider all requests. Also,
if you were a spectator last year and were so moved
to be a part of this most amazing performance,
please reach out and let us know. We are always
looking to expand roles and enhance the
performance each year.

Tenor
Brian
Boeshore
is
from
New
Cumberland, Pennsylvania, near Harrisburg. He
graduated last May with a Bachelor of Music in
Music Education from Susquehanna University,
where he was actively involved in the choral programs. Brian is now at Westminster Choir College
pursuing a Master of Music degree in (guess what!)
Vocal Performance and Pedagogy. In addition to
singing, Brian plays the piano and saxophone. He
also has perfect pitch, which means he can identify
whatever note is being played or sung. (Great for
him, but not so great for the choir, for he can tell
whenever they go flat!)

Sewing Night
Thank you to those who responded to our
request for amateur tailors to help sew buttons and
jewels on the costumes. We have scheduled a sewing night for Tuesday, October 18th. Anyone willing to lend a hand, may come to the sewing room,
located on the basement level of United, anytime
after 6:00 p.m.
Larry Carey and Linda Hayes
Co-Chairs, Twelfth Night Committee
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Sunday Servers For October
Date

Ushers

Fellowship Hour

Altar Guild

Counters

Lay Reader

10/2

Jim & Kathy
Phillips

Parish Life
Sundae Sunday

Fran Wise

Mark Cannizzo
Bev Colligas

Michelle
Davis

10/9

Michelle Davis
Jocelyn Hayes

Men’s Fellowship
Group

Michelle Davis

Toni Moore
Michelle Lane

Nancy
Maggio

10/16

Toni Moore
Barbara Schwarz

Annette Janssen

Alice Gunzelman

Ruth Reader
Michelle Lane

John Colligas

10/23

Charles
Lane

Toni Moore
Barbara Schwarz
Alice Gunzelman

Toni Moore

Kathy Phillips
Michelle Lane

Sandy Dibble

10/30

Bill & Ellen Everett

Youth Group
Bake Sale!

Wanda
Goldsworthy

James Phillips
Michelle Lane

Annette Janssen

&

Carol

Scripture Passages

Birthdays and
Anniversaries

Pastor Janssen will continue preaching a series on “this
thing we do” (in worship) during October. The messages
will track themes, based on the Scripture passages
below. You are encouraged to read them ahead of the
Sunday morning worship.
October 2
Isaiah 25: 6-9 “The Table of the Lord”
(Worldwide Communion Sunday)
October 9
Psalm 98 “Sing to the Lord a New Song”
(First message on music)
October 16
Luke 18: 9-14 “God Be Merciful to Me”
(Confession, and joining with other Somerville
congregations to address racial justice – see p. 2)
October 23
John 3: 16-17 “Not to Condemn!!!”
(Focus on forgiveness)
October 30
Exodus 15 “Passed Through the Waters”
(Reformation Sunday, and there will be
two baptisms)

Birthdays
Oct. 1
Oct. 10

Oct. 11
Oct. 12
Oct. 17
Oct. 19
Oct. 20
Oct. 21
Oct. 25
Oct. 26

Brian Cassidy
Barbara Burke
Megan Elgard
Wayne McAfee
Heather Stires
Meghan Cassidy
Karl Banks
Cynthia Wagner
Gary Spratt
Doug Young
Dave Ruff
Jane Coleman
Barbara Ciamporcero

Anniversaries
Oct. 7
Oct. 8
Oct. 9
Oct. 19
Oct. 23
Oct. 24
Oct. 29

Charles & Carol Lane
Tom & Sandy Dibble
Ernst & Inge Gurke
Brian & Beth Cassidy
Chris & Caryl Parenti
James & Carol Barry
Pete & Cathy Stires
Chris & Barbara Burke

All Saints Day
Sunday, November 6, 2016
If you would like to add a loved one’s name to the list
of those to be remembered on Sunday, November
6th, please contact the church office by Wednesday,
November 2nd.
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InTouch is produced by
Lori Herpen, Administrative Assistant
Deadline for the November Issue is
October 24, 2016
Please submit articles, news and photos to:
urcsomerville@optonline.net

B=Basement, FH=Fellowship Hall, S=Sanctuary, L=Lounge
PDC=Puerta del Cielo, AA=Alcoholics Anonymous

7

Warm up the dice, Bunco is back!
Bunco is a simple dice game,
which lends itself to socializing, meeting new
people, and catching up with friends.
There will be cash and other prizes.
Below are the important details:
Date: Friday October 28, 2016
Time: 6:30 p.m.
Location: Fellowship Hall
Cost: $5/person

Reserve your spot at a table by calling
the church office: 908-725-4545.
Please RSVP by Wednesday, October 26th.
Feel free to bring a friend.
All are invited, age 12 years or above.
Dessert will be served!

United Reformed Church
100 W. Main St.
Somerville, NJ 08876

Love All. Serve All.
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