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Welcoming Visitors 
 

Last month, Pastor Janssen’s Parish the Thought expressed his      
pleasure to see new visitors attending church. He also pointed out 
that our location on Main Street, is a “gift”.  I wanted to follow up on 
his sentiments and tell of some of my experiences here welcoming 
visitors to “The Church on Main Street” on a daily basis, as well as  
introduce some new visitors who will become “regulars” to our  
building. 

Not a day goes by that we don’t experience visitors. Some need basic 
assistance: food, shelter, information and resources, guidance and of 
course prayers. Some come looking for an event or class taking place 
in one of the rooms, some come to donate items, some come curious:  
just to ask about the building, its history or to peek into the         
sanctuary and admire the windows.  Just this past week, I greeted a 
couple from Georgia who were in town staying with relatives. They 
were in awe of the building, its size and the sign out front; “Founded 
1699”. They were eager to know our history and excited to see the 
windows from the inside. After chatting with them for a few          
moments and giving them a brief tour, they gestured goodbye with 
their arms open and I welcomed their hug on what was a hectic day 
for me.  This couple -who I had just met and were pretty much 
strangers to me, assured me that others lift up their hearts when we 
lift up ours.   

This fall we welcome several new organizations to our building, all 
with a mission similar to our own; to serve others.  You may not    
realize, but United serves more than 20 non-profit organizations on 
an on-going basis, two other congregations, national and local artists 
and countless one-time users.  

In late September we welcome the Easter Seals of New Jersey, who 
will be using Fellowship Hall once a month to hold workshops for 
families who have a loved one with a mental illness.  Also  later this 
month, we welcome Safe and Sound (formerly The Women’s          
Resource Center of Somerset), an organization that provides services 
to victims of domestic violence, sexual assault and human trafficking.  
We’ve opened up our Sunday School room to be used twice a month 
by GLBT of Hunterdon County, a teen/young adult support group for 
LGBT and GLBT individuals. (You may have just asked yourself 
what’s the difference between LGBT and GLBT? There is a           
difference... In terms of support groups, the first letter indicates the 
gender of leadership, which is very important to those seeking       
peer-support services.)        
                                                (cont’d on p. 3) 

United Reformed Church 

“The Church on Main Street” 

100 W. Main Street 
Somerville, NJ 08876 
Tel. (908) 725-4545 
Fax: (908) 725-1950 

Email: urcsomerville@optonline.net 

www.urcsomervillenj.org 

#urcsomerville 
 

Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m. 

Rev. Paul G. Janssen 
 

Follow Us On Facebook! 

facebook/urcsomerville 

 



2 

Parish the Thought 
 

What do we (in the church) do more often than we 
do anything else? 
 

What do we do that no other institution does? 
 

We worship God. 
 
We do lots of other things too, but at the heart of it 
all lies the regular act of worship. 
 

So . . . . . have you ever thought about what 
“worship” actually is? Other than a set of behaviors, 
what are we doing when we gather at 10:00 on a 
Sunday morning? 
 

We sing, we pray, we listen, we read, we stand, we 
sit, we smile, we cry sometimes ……But is there a 
common thread to all of this?  Yes, there is.  
 

From the earliest days of the church, when believers 
gathered, the leader of the assembly has said these 
two words: sursum corda, or words to that effect. In 
English, those words mean “Lift up your hearts.” I 
say this every week, too. (Do you remember where 
that happens in the service?) 
 

And that is what we do. We lift up our hearts to 
God. Singing, praying, listening, reading, standing, 
sitting, smiling, crying: in all of it, we are lifting our 
hearts, just as they are, and submitting them to the 
Lord, the God who made the heavens and the 
earth. 
 

What an awesome thought! That we’re not just 
coming to church (a building) for a religious pep-
talk, or for a spiritual battery-charge, or to have a 
chat with life-long friends. We do come for all those 
things, but in essence (as a friend of mine says) 
we’re here for a business meeting with God. 
 

Yes, a business meeting – but not a meeting that is 
laden down with talk of quotas and performance 
reviews and team-building exercises. The agenda of 
our meetings is nothing less than gospel: the good 
news that the Word became flesh and dwelt among 
us, that Jesus died and rose for us, and that we who 
live in him are saved and free to live with joy and 
compassion and courage and generosity. If you go 
too many Sundays without hearing the gospel, 
please let me know! I’ll try to get back on track! 
 

Over the course of this year we’ll be lifting our 
hearts and listening for the good news as we take a 

long walk through our worship service, and consid-
er how the good news of Jesus Christ permeates 
every aspect of our Sunday morning life together.  
 

I’d be happy to hear from you, following any      
Sunday morning service, how you heard the      
message of the day. I’m well aware that sometimes 
your responses may be positive, and other times, 
well, let’s just say, not so positive. But responses are 
always welcome – so whether you’d like to give 
praise or push-back, please do so. Drop me an         
e-mail. Call (on Tuesday). Or, if you prefer           
anonymity, write your thoughts and slip them     
under my door. I want to be sure that I’m helping 
us all lift up our hearts to God, and you can help 
with that.  
 
The series will start on September 18th. On         
September 4th we’ll be finishing the summer of the 
23rd Psalm, and on 9/11 we’ll take time to remember 
the events that took place 15 years ago, to the day. 

 
Rev. Paul G. Janssen 

Pastor 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Do You Want to Join  
United? 

 

Have you been attending worship with us and 
are interested in becoming a member?  

We’d love to have you as part of our family!  
Please contact Pastor Janssen or call Lori        

in the church office to schedule new          
member classes!  



 

           Welcoming Visitors 
  (cont’d from front page) 

 
The Jointure’s English as a Second Language       
program (ESL) will now hold classes five days a 
week in several rooms of the building, offering 3 
levels of instruction. Their students come from all 
ethnic backgrounds. Some are professionals being 
afforded the opportunity by their employers to 
come learn English. Some students have been     
stay-at-home moms, living in the U.S. for years,  
finally getting the opportunity to develop their 
communication skills now that their children have 
grown. I have never witnessed people so grateful, so 
willing to learn English as these folks are. Many of 
them thank me on their way out, though all I’ve 
done is directed them to the right classroom. Last 
year, one student could not pronounce my name in 
the beginning of his lessons, but by spring he was 
proud to say, “Lori!” every time he passed my office. 
Seeing his joy in just learning how to pronounce my 
name has made me proud of our congregation for 
opening our doors for this much appreciated       
service.  Best of all, The Jointure offers this program 
at no cost to students! 

Last but not least, we welcome our old friends 
from the Samaritan Interim Homeless Program for 
SHIP’s Galley II, a Tuesday and Thursday Soup 
kitchen which will begin on Tuesday, September 
13th in Fellowship Hall broadening our long-time 
relationship with SHIP. 

So, not only is our location a “gift”, but so is the 
size and beauty of our building, its various rooms 
and accommodations. That old game we have all 
played; “here’s the church, here’s the steeple, open 
our doors and see all the people”, has real meaning 
at “The Church on Main Street”, and I look forward 
to continuing to greet those we serve. Isn’t it a 
good feeling to belong to a church that “loves all, 
serves all”?  Be sure to commend the Consistory 
and the Administration and Finance Committee 
for their vision in following God’s call to serve our 
community faithfully, and if you happen to be in 
the hallway when a visitor is passing by, please  
extend a warm welcome.  

Lori Herpen 
Administrative Assistant 

 
Note: Due to the nature of Safe & Sound’s work with victims, 
their meeting schedule will not be published. 

Calling All 
Kids!!!   

 
Welcome back to 
Sunday School.  We 
will begin our Sunday 
School year on      
Sunday, Sept. 11th at 
9:00 a. m.  We are 
looking forward to 
another successful  
year of community service and learning about Jesus' 
love for us.  Spread the word to neighbors, friends, 
and relatives about our Sunday School pro-
gram.    We are community- minded, Jesus- focused 
and welcoming to all.  Please fill out the enclosed 
registration form and return it to the church office, 
or you may email it to:  
urcsomerville@optonline.net.   
 

Linda Hayes 
Sunday School Coordinator 

 
 

 

 

The Marketing Committee is excited to host our 
first FREE Family Fun Night for the community.  
The fun is scheduled for Friday, September 30th 
from 6:30 to 8:00 p. m., in United’s Fellowship Hall.    

All are welcome to participate in arts and crafts, 
games with prizes and enjoy some snacks. Bring the 
children, grandkids, nieces, nephews, neighbors’ 
kids and spread the word, so we can fill Fellowship 
Hall with the high energy action that children love.   

We’ve sent invitations to 1,000 residents in        
Somerville and could use a few volunteers. Anyone 
wishing to help with the event should contact me 
at:  amystires@optonline.net. Hope to see you 
there!  

Amy Stires, Chair 
Marketing Committee 
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News From the 

Consistory 
 
Upon recommendation of the 
Worship Committee, the   
Consistory has decided it’s 

time to retire our old hymnals (purchased in 1996) 
and sing to a new tune! Don’t worry, we will still 
sing to the old tunes too.  
 
The new hymnal we have selected is Glory to God, 
and is the work of the Presbyterian Church (USA).     
It includes over 850 hymns, ranging from old      
favorites to contemporary hymns and songs from 
many nations. Although it contains more selections 
than the hymnals we use now, the new books are 
lighter and thinner, using paper that was produced 
with the environment in mind.   
 
Glory to God positions the church to sing in melodies 
that have come to mean so much to life-long hymn 
singers, to lift our hearts to God in rhythms that 
reflect current expressions of faith, and to praise 
the Lord in harmonies that express the joy of the 
universal church of Jesus Christ. If you’d like to 
browse the list, you can find it here:                  
http://www.hymnary.org/hymnal/GG2013.  
(Warning: it’s a LONG list!) 

Some of you may ask, do we really need new    
hymnals? Let’s put it this way, it’s like keeping up 
with new technology or like buying a new car after 
so many years. Every generation writes its faith in  
music that speaks to its day. Glory to God contin-
ues this tradition. While honoring some of the old 
favorites, it also introduces the church to hymns 
that may become new classics. “Amazing Grace” 
was a new hymn once, believe it or not! 

In the coming weeks, you will receive a letter      
explaining the new hymnals in much more detail. 
In the meantime, if you have any questions, please 
feel free to speak with Pastor Janssen or our        
Director of Music, Paul Dickey. 

 

Next Meeting 

The next meeting of the Consistory will take place 
on Tuesday, September 27th at 7:15 p.m. in the 
lounge.  

 

Congratulations  
Raritan Valley  

Habitat for Humanity!  

On Saturday, August 27th, Raritan Valley Habitat 
for Humanity celebrated their 50th home            
dedication and their 25th anniversary! John         
Colligas, Chair of United’s Outreach Committee 
gave a speech on behalf the church, which was one 
of the original founding members of RVHFH.   

 
Food of the Month 

 
For the month of September, the Food Bank would 
like us to collect “school lunch items” (peanut 
butter and jelly, boxed juices, crackers, etc.) 
Parmalat milk and canned meats such as tuna, 
beef ravioli and chili are always needed. You 
may put your donations in the drop box during  
Fellowship Hour on Sundays or you may bring 
them to the church office during the week. All    
donations will benefit the Food Bank Network of 
Somerset County, which  distributes food to those 
in need every Saturday in Fellowship Hall. 
 

Women’s Book Club 
 

The next meeting of the Women’s Book Club has 
been set for Wednesday,  September 21st at 7:00 
p.m., in the church lounge. The book we have     
selected is “Snow Flower and the Secret Fan”, by Lisa 
See. Please contact Annette Janssen with any      
questions or for more  information.   
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Our Website Got a  
Makeover! 

 
Over the past few months, our website was        
redesigned to be more user-friendly, visually     
inspiring, easier to explore and mobile-friendly. In 
today’s times, it is important to stay fluid, flexible 
and to keep evolving with technological advances.  
 
The new site features clean and simple navigation. 
Our drop down menu bar makes it easy to find 
whatever you are looking for and clearly displays 
all of the great programs that take place at United 
on a regular basis. There is a section for news and 
events, which includes an archive of InTouch from 
2016, a complete section on our music program, 
and a comprehensive church calendar that works 
“live” with our office calendar, so you can keep up 
with everything from committee meetings to all of 
our building usage the moment events are            
confirmed.   
 

From the homepage, you can view Pastor Janssen’s 
“Our Doors Are Open” video and visit our           
Facebook page in one click, even if you don’t have 
your own Facebook account.  
 

Most importantly, the site was built using Joomla, 
a robust and flexible open source content         
management system, powering thousands of sites 
on the internet.  Joomla provides the ability to  
update our content through the website itself –
immediately, without additional tools or fancy 
software. In other words, I am able to update and 
publish new content from anywhere, eliminating 
the need for an outsourced webmaster.               
The URL is the same, that didn’t change! 
www.urcsomervillenj.org  
 

Lori Herpen 
Administrative Assistant 

 

#urcsomerville  
 

Have you seen these funny looking titles or slogans 
and wondered what they are? It’s a hashtag; a label 
or metadata tag, preceded by the pound sign used 
on social media and blogging services, which makes 
it easier to find messages or photos with a specific 
theme or content. Simply put, it’s an easier way for 
people to search a specific topic and find us on   
social media without having to remember URL’s 
and usernames. #urcsomerville has been in use now 
for a few months and has become specific to our 
church.  
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Bible Readings 

 
 
 

Sept. 4th:  Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Jeremiah 18:1-11   Psalm 139:1-6 
Deuteronomy 30:15-20  Luke 14:25-33 
 

Sept. 11th:  Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Jeremiah 4:11-12, 22-28  Psalm 14 
1 Timothy 1:12-17    Luke 15:1-10  
 

Sept. 18:  Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Jeremiah 8:18:9-1  Psalm 79:1-9 
1 Timothy 2:1-7   Luke 15:1-10 
 

Sept. 25th: Nineteenth Sunday after Penetecost 
Jeremiah 32:1-3a  Psalm 91:1-6, 14-16 
1 Timothy 6:6-19  Luke 16:19-31 
 
 

Ushering Schedule 
 
The 2016 - 2017 Ushering Schedule has been issued.  The 
schedule is produced by the Worship Committee.  If you 
are unable to usher on your scheduled date, please find a 
replacement or switch with another usher. If you are still 
unable to find a replacement, please contact Michelle 
Davis by email: shelleysomer@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Date Ushers Fellowship Hour Altar Guild Counters Lay Reader 

9/4 Michelle Davis 
Carol Davis 

Parish Life 
Sundae Sunday 

Alice Gunzelman Mark Cannizzo 
Kathy Phillips 

John Colligas 

9/11 Fran Wise 
Lori Schaeffer 

Men’s Fellowship  
Group 

Toni Moore Jim Phillips 
Mark Cannizzo 

Wanda 
Goldsworthy 

9/18 Toni Moore  
Barbara Schwarz 

Open - Can you 
host?  

Wanda 
Goldsworthy 

Sue Elgard 
Michelle Lane 

Tom Dibble 

9/25 Gary Spratt 
Clarence Brunner 

Toni Moore 
Barbara Schwarz 
Alice Gunzelman 

Sandy Dibble Mary Ann 
Ferrante 
Michelle Lane 

Annette 
Janssen  

                 Sunday Servers For September 

Birthdays and 
 Anniversaries 

 
Birthdays 
Sept. 4   Linda Hayes 
Sept. 5   Isabel Cannizzo 
Sept. 8   Morgan McLachlan 
Sept. 9   Heidi Schulthesis 
Sept. 11   Jocelyn Hayes 
   Katherine Yohn 
Sept. 12   Tom Dibble 
Sept. 13   Alice Bay 
Sept. 14   William Everett 
   Elizabeth Fowler    
   Charles Lane              
Sept. 15   James Barry                   
   Cindy Mendelson      
Sept. 19  Teddy Yohn                   
   Alan Radcliffe 
Sept. 20  Carol Barry 
Sept. 21   Mary Jane Swita 
Sept. 23  Mark Cannizzo 
Sept. 24  Lori Herpen 

Sept. 26  Thomas Maggio 

   Lilith Cameron Moore 

Sept. 30  Jessica Yohn 
 

Anniversaries 

Sept. 11   Charlie & Jane Huck 
Sept. 12   Morgan & Jan McLachlan 
Sept. 13   Patrick & Linda Hayes 
Sept. 19  John & Beverly Colligas 
Sept. 29  Charles & Toni Moore 

  
 

InTouch is produced by  

Lori Herpen, Administrative Assistant 

Deadline for the October Issue is 

 September 23, 2016 

Please submit articles, news and photos to:  

urcsomerville@optonline.net 
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United Reformed Church  
100 W. Main St. 
Somerville, NJ 08876 
 

 
 
 

Love All. Serve All.  

                      
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Walk, Give, Change the World! 

42nd Annual Central Somerset CROP Hunger Walk 

Sunday, October 30, 2016 - 1:30 p.m. 
United Reformed Church, 100 W. Main St., Somerville, NJ 

Pre-walk kick off 12:30 p.m.  
To register to walk or to make a donation to Team United visit; 

https://www.crophungerwalk.org/somervillenj/  

 

https://www.crophungerwalk.org/somervillenj/

