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 Congratulations to Linda Hayes 
Every other year, the Synod of the Mid-Atlantics holds a lay       
recognition dinner to honor those that have served their              
congregations above and beyond. Although this year’s dinner has 
been indefinitely postponed due to the COVID-19 precautions, we 
would still like to acknowledge our nominee, Linda Hayes.  
 

Linda has been a life-long member of United Reformed Church and 
was baptized, confirmed and married in our church. Growing up in 
our church solidified Linda’s parents, Alice and LeRoy Gunzelman, 
desire to instill strong values of service to others, as well as a strong 
faith in Jesus. Linda wished for her three children, Jocelyn, Tom and 
Emily to experience the same opportunities and she and her family 
remain very involved in the many programs at URC and to the life of 
our congregation. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Linda served as a Deacon on our Consistory from 2016 to 2019 and 
currently co-chairs our Christian Education Committee, in which 
she regularly organizes community service projects for our youth 
group including toiletry drives for the homeless, fundraising        
projects for ill or disadvantaged youth, our Mother’s Day and       
Father’s Day gift distribution to the congregation and making valen-
tines cards for veterans, to name a few.  Linda has also been a    
member of our Marketing Committee since it was implemented and 
helps to organize and serve at tabling events such as our presence at 
Somerville’s National Night Out, the Somerville St. Patrick’s Day 
parade and other meet and greet opportunities. 

In addition to all that Linda is the chairperson of our Central Jersey 
Twelfth Night – Boar’s Head Festival and works year-round planning 
this spectacular performance, which we offer free to the community. 
From fundraising; to recruiting a cast of 130, to fitting costumes and 
crafting props, Linda’s work and the hours she puts forth year-round 
in planning this one-day event are countless. A positive force in the 
daily life of our church, Linda exemplifies our mission to “love all, 
serve all” and she is most deserving to be honored by our              
congregation and Regional Synod.  Please join us in congratulating 
Linda!  

The Hayes Family, 
pictured left to right:  
Patrick, Tom, Emily, 
Jocelyn, and Linda. 



2 

Parish the Thought 

How much life changes in a month! 

We all have ways of dealing with the social isolation 
that is currently the order of the day. Occasionally I 
write pieces that . . . I’m not sure what they do. Get 
the stress out, or satisfy the muse, or look for      
attention, or . . . well, something. They’re no great 
additions to the world of art and literature. They’re 
just one person’s way of coping. Here’s a sample. 
(You might have seen it on facebook):  

Took a walk outside today.  
Was that all right? Did it anyway. 
I needed to get outside the walls  
of my isolated tomb. 
And as I walked along the way,  
I was greeted by a bright bouquet 
and I remembered life is beautiful.  
I took the dog out for his walk,  
it sure was cold out in the dark. 
He waddled and wagged ‘til we got home.  
We warmed up by the stove. 
With every journey in the park,  
every smile and nuzzle, growl and bark 
he reminds me, life is beautiful, 
You know,  
nobody taught the animals how to love 
My little girl cuddled up to me, said  
“Why you look so tired, daddy? 
She can’t remember how things were,  
with all that’s come and gone. 
I wonder what is yet to be,  
what will linger in her memory. 
But I tell her life is beautiful,  
‘Cause how do we tell the little ones  
what’s goin on? 
Why does sickness come and go?  
Just maybe that’s not ours to know. 
I just wanna earn my daily bread  
and sleep well thru the night. 
And talk to the man upstairs, although  
my faith is weak.  But even so 
I believe that life is beautiful.   
And I hope that God knows  
we’re gonna be all right. 

 

Rev. Paul G. Janssen 
Pastor 

 
 
 

Important COVID-19  
Announcements 

 

At the time of distribution of this issue of InTouch, 
the following is a brief  update of the church’s     
current status: 
 

All building use by other organizations has been 
suspended until further notice.  
 

We are allowing staff to work from home. Please 
leave a message on the voicemail. We are checking 
it regularly and will get back to you.   
 

The Samaritan Homeless Interim Program (SHIP) is 
continuing to bring their mobile soup truck to our 
parking lot.  Bagged lunches and hot meals to go 
are being distributed to anyone in need. See below 
for the mobile soup truck schedule. 

 

Lunch 
Tuesdays & Thursdays  

12:30 to 1:30 p.m. 
United Reformed Church 

Somerville 
 

Monday, Wednesdays and Fridays  
12:30 p.m. to 1:30 p.m. 

St. John’s Episcopal Church 
Somerville 

 
Dinner 

Mondays, Tuesdays & Fridays 
5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. 

St. Joseph’s Roman Catholic Church 
North Plainfield 

 

Wednesdays & Thursdays  
5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.  

Sacred Heart Roman Catholic  
Manville. 

 

PPE Donation Drop Off Site 
 

Anyone who is able to donate masks, gloves or   
other personal protection equipment (PPE) can 
drop off items at:  
                     Somerset County Public Works  

410 Roycefield Rd. 
Hillsborough, N.J.  

Hours are weekdays from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  
Please note, only certified PPE will be accepted. 
They are not accepting home-made masks at this 
time.   
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 Seniors 60+ Free Meals 
 

The Stage House Tavern in Somerset is switching its 
focus right now to only to feeding the elderly and 
seniors who are at risk and cannot afford to eat.  
The restaurant has partnered with local authorities 
to help deliver to seniors over the age of 60. They 
will be limiting services to Franklin and Somerset 
areas -within a ten mile radius. Meals can be        
delivered daily, Monday through Friday. Wellness 
checks are also be part of the delivery.  
 

The restaurant is asking for support from the    
community to dentify seniors who may need meals 
delivered. If you have a neighbor or a friend or even 
a family member that might qualify, please call the 
Stage House Tavern restaurant at: (732) 873-3990, 
Monday through Friday between 11:00 a.m. and 2:00 
p.m. Simply give them a name and an address.   

 

Free Delivery to Our  
Parishioners 

The Oldwick Soup Company a small, local business 
located in the Somerset Hills, with a commercial 
kitchen in Basking Ridge is offering free delivery to 
our parishioners (especially seniors). They make 
delicious, locally sourced, fresh ingredient soups 
and sell them by the quart.  They also have a full 
range of soup flavors that change seasonally.  Other 
products include fresh  salads, a quiche of the week 
(slice or whole,) and fresh baked cookies.  They will 
deliver same or next day.  In turn for helping them 
get the word out on their offer of  "free delivery", 
they will donate $2.00 donation back to our church 
for every quart sold to our parishioners!   

This is an awesome way to eat healthy, have a meal 
delivered while social distancing and also support 
the church. For the menu and ordering instructions  
visit: www.lovethesoup.com   

For additional information,  
call or text owner, Bob  Hiller at:  

(908) 878-8665  
bob@lovethesoup.com  

Be sure to tell them you are a member of URC! 

 

 
 
 
 

Special Response 
Food of the Month Items 

 

We learned of an urgent need by the Agape House 
for diapers in all sizes, but especially size 1 for    
newborns.  The Agape House provides emergency 
shelter to homeless families and single women.  
 

In addition, our friends at the Samaritan Homeless 
Interim Program (SHIP) have requested #10 size 
cans of vegetables (the big ones).  At present, SHIP 
is looking mostly for lasagna for Easter food. It's 
much easier to store than turkey, takes less time to 
bake, and requires no carving. If you are participat-
ing in ShopRite's holiday giveaway and want to   
donate food to SHIP, please choose a lasagna.  
 

If you are able to donate any of these items, please 
email the church office to arrange drop off at:   
admin@urcsomerville.org  Thank you for helping 
others with these essential items.  
 

Important Message from 
Safe & Sound Somerset 

 

Safe & Sound Somerset’s 24/7 call and text hotline:  

1-866-685-1122 remains available to help those in 
situations of domestic violence.  
 

During times of crisis, and especially forced          
isolation, incidents of domestic violence often rise. 
As the spread of the COVID-19 virus continues, 
there may be additional safety concerns for family 
members.  Safe & Sound Somerset predicts an     
increase in domestic violence, specifically in under-
reported domestic violence. Victims may fear even 
more so going to a neighbor or friend. 
 

Many resources are available on Safe & Sound’s 
website, including safety planning during isolation 
with an abuser.  Visit: http://www.safe-sound.org/ 
 

This summer, we plan to host Safe & Sound’s Teen 
SPEAK Leadership Camp in Fellowship Hall in    
mid-July. Let’s pray that we  are able to return to      
normal  activities and gatherings in the future, so 
that we can help provide awareness, leadership 
skills and resources to teens. Safe & Sound hosted 
this week-long camp last year for the first time at 
URC and it was  both well-received and a great   
success.   

 
 

 

http://www.lovethesoup.com
tel:8666851122
http://www.safe-sound.org/


Sunday School 
Update 

 

The Sunday School and 
Youth Group will resume 
their sock collection when 
church activities are back to 
normal.  We pray that all 
God’s children are safe and 
in his care.  

 

For a message from a "new friend," go to:    
https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=Kh6VfGGav8w&t=47s.  Have Fun! 
 

 

Consistory Corner 

We held our March Consistory meeting in a new 
way: by Zoom. We could see each other’s faces and 
talk with one another, but it was just a bit chaotic, 
because it was our first time trying to meet this 
way.  We had four items on the agenda: 
 

Worship: We want to try to continue to reach out 
to everyone during the pandemic with a kind of 
spiritual sustenance. So we’re providing a video and 
a print version of Sunday “services.” Please let us 
know how this is going for you! Hopefully we won’t 
have to do this too much longer, but we’ll see.  
Easter plans will emerge….we’ll certainly let every-
one know what’s happening as we draw nearer. 
 

Finances: Our financial picture is the same as    
everyone’s -a bit rocky. We’re so grateful for every-
one’s contributions, and at the same time offer a 
gentle reminder that our expenses haven’t gone 
down due to COVID-19. Please don’t wait “until 
this is all done” to make a single contribution. 
Whatever you are able to give (by mail, or on our 
website) is most appreciated.  
 

Membership: We’re trying to keep in touch with 
all our members by phone or e-mail. You’ve likely 
already received a call. Please feel free to call the 
church if you have any needs we can address as 
well. We need to keep in touch with each other! 
 

Personnel: Finally, we’re making sure that every-
one on our staff has work through this tough time. 
We want to do what we can to help preserve stabil-
ity and to reward loyalty and excellent quality 
work. So we’re hoping that this won’t last too long, 
and that we can keep on holding on. 
 

Please keep us in your prayers! 
Pastor Janssen, President 

 

Seek Comfort in Prayers 
from Our Elders & Deacons 

 

Jean Barber-Bucek, Deacon 
Dear Jesus, help us to see our brothers and sisters 
in your healing light. And Holy Spirit, unite us in 
feeling the love we have for each other. Amen. 
 

Mark Cannizzo, Deacon 
Lord Jesus Christ, you taught us to love our neigh-
bor, and to care for those in need as if we were 
caring for you. In this time of anxiety, give us 
strength to comfort the fearful, to tend the sick, 
and to assure the isolated of our love, and your 
love, for your name’s sake. Amen. 
 

Jocelyn Eckardt, Elder & Vice President of  
Consistory 

Lord, May your spirit comfort us. 
May your tranquil spirit be present in our anxious 
minds to calm the troubled waters of our thoughts. 
 

May your generous spirit be present in our gentled 
hands as they reach out to our neighbors and loved 
ones in offers of help. 
 

May your soothing spirit be present in our fearful 
feet as we go about our daily work. 
 

May your consoling spirit be present in our heavy 
hearts as we pray for those who are sick, who 
mourn, who struggle, who fight and who face a new 
reality. 
 

May your loving spirit be present in our souls as we 
embrace our faith and feel your loving arms wrap 
around us. 
 

Lord, may your gracious spirit comfort us ALL.  

Nancy Maggio, Deacon 
Heavenly Father, we pray for your love and healing 
in this time of uncertainty. Help us to be a light to 
others. In Christ’s name, Amen. 
 

Amy Stires, Elder 
Dear Heavenly Father, I pray that you continue to 
watch over us during this difficult time.  Please 
help us to feel your love and divine protection as 
we navigate this new normal.  Let us remember our 
friends and neighbors so that we can offer support 
in any way possible.  Please keep those who are 
sick, healthcare workers and all others who contin-
ue to provide support while we are at home in our 
prayers. We know we are not alone as you are     
always with us. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
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Earth Day  
NOT Cancelled!  

 

There’s a popular quote that’s been going around 
on social  media in the last few weeks; 
 

I feel like the earth just sent us all to our rooms to 
think about what we’ve done.  

 

Although gatherings for all types of celebrations 
have been postponed, Earth Day still provides us 
the opportunity to celebrate by doing our due-
diligence while also social distancing.    

 

Some of you may know (or not know) that my roots 
in the non-profit sector started with environmental 
activism, and sometimes all it takes is a quote like 
the one above to motivate me. –And it did. So, I 
thought I would share some tips and what I’ve been 
discovering in this time of social distancing that 
reminds us to take care our beautiful Earth and all 
God’s creatures.   

Lori Herpen 
Administrative Assistant 

 

Conserve Water 
At a time that we are being told, wash your hands, 
wash your hands for the length of a song, or for at 
least 20 seconds, try not to let the water run. One 
person alone can save 6 gallons of water a day by 
turning the water off while scrubbing up. That’s a 
big savings on your water bill too.   
 

Reuse, Wash, & Reduce 
With restaurants  restricted to take out and delivery 
only, more trash and recycling is being produced 
for one-time use. By creating more waste of this 
type, we are increasing the risk of infection to our 
sanitation workers. Help reduce the flow by using 
your own set of re-usable supplies that you can 
wash and re-use for personal use only. This       
practice will also help prevent the spread of         
infection among family members in the household.  
 

Try a Natural Disinfectant  
Even if it is for times in between waiting for the 
stores to re-stock the Lysol, there’s good old-
fashioned potions that trusted housewives have 
used for years: they include ingredients like white 
vinegar, tea tree oil, and hydrogen peroxide.       
Natural disinfectants are also safer on your health 
and cause less stress to the respiratory system.  
Keep in mind, the CDC recommends using soap 
and water to properly clean all surfaces before            
disinfecting.   

 

Save the Pangolins  

What is a pangolin, you ask? Well, I thought the 
same thing when I was watching a recent segment 
of 60-minutes that discussed new research which  
suggests pangolins can carry coronaviruses closely 
related the COVID-19 strain.  
 

Pangolins are basically a scaly, insect-eating      
mammal, much like an ant eater with a long snout. 
There are 8 species on Asia and Africa, many live in 
tropical rainforest or desert climates. All 8 species 
are either listed as endangered or threatened, and 
sadly, pangolins are the most trafficked wild animal 
in the world. Yes, -the most trafficked wild animal in 
the world.  
 

The main threat to pangolins is illegal hunting and 
poaching for both local use and international trade. 
Pangolins are the only mammal in the world with 
an armor of scales, which are in more demand now 
on the black market trade than elephant tusks –just 
to give you a perspective. Dried scales are used in 
Chinese medicine for an array of ailments and sick-
nesses. and pangolin meat is considered a delicacy 
in wealthy Asian and African cultures. 
 

Shy, sensitive and solitary, the pangolin is an easy 
target. They shuffle slowly and when in fear, will 
bundle up into a ball making themselves very easy 
and vulnerable for poachers to scoop right up. In 
just the last decade alone, it is estimated that nearly 
one million pangolins were illegally taken from the 
wild.  They are known as the guardians of the    
fragile ecosystems they inhabit. Their diet helps to     
recycle the soil and provides pest control to trees by 
protecting them from termite destruction.   

 

 
Pangolins are 

born singularly 
and babies ride 

on their    
mother’s backs.  

 
 
 
 

Thankfully, there is an organization working to 
combat the illegal trade, educate consumers and 
implement conservation efforts. The Pangolin Crisis 
Fund was recently founded in partnership with the 
Leonardo Dicaprio Foundation and maintains a 
100% donation model (funds go directly to projects, 
no administrative fees).  Please check them out and 
learn more at:  

https://www.pangolincrisisfund.org 

https://www.pangolincrisisfund.org
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     Sunday Servers For April  

Thank you to our members who serve the congregation as ushers, greeters, liturgists,  counters, altar 
guild and we can’t forget our Fellowship Hour hosts - we hope to have this important section of 

InTouch back in the very near future. Your service to United Reformed Church is much appreciated 
and an important part of our Sunday worship.  

 

Thank for serving with a willing heart, a joyful spirit and continued faithfulness.  

Birthdays and 
 Anniversaries 

 

Birthdays 

April 2  Frederica Oakley 
April 8  Carol Yarnell 
April 10 Pat Doyle 
April 15  Amy Stires 
April 18 John McLachlan 
April 25 Larry Carey, Tom Hayes 
April 27 Diane Nagle, Jim Thompson 
April 29 Nancy Maggio 
April 30 Charlotte McAfee, Caryl Parenti
  

Anniversaries 

April 1  Wayne & Beverly Stevens 
April 3  Alice & LeRoy Gunzelman 
April 6  Harry & Patricia McKiernan 
April 9  Joseph & Nancy Maggio 
April 18 Jeffrey & Lucinda Davis 
April 29 Barbara & Joe Schwarz 
 

 
Are you on our birthday/anniversary list?  

If we missed your special occasion, please let 
us know and we will be happy to add you! 

 

InTouch is produced by  
Lori Herpen, Administrative Assistant 

Deadline for the May Issue is 
April 23, 2020 

Please submit articles, news and photos to:  
admin@urcsomerville.org 

Scripture Passages 
 

April 5:  Palm Sunday 
Isaiah 50:4-9a   Psalm 31:9-16 
Philippians 2:5-11  Luke 23:1-49 
 

 
 
 
 
April 12:  Easter Sunday, Ressurection of the Lord 
Acts 10:34-43   Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 
Luke 24:1-12   1 Corinthians 15:19-26 
 

April 19:  Second Sunday of Easter 
Acts 5:27-32   Psalm 150 
Revelation 1:4-8              John 20:19-31 
 
April 26:  Third Sunday of Easter 
Acts 9:1-6    Psalm 30 
Revelation 5:11-14  John 21:1-19 
 
 

Wishing Everyone a Happy Easter! 
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United Reformed Church  
100 W. Main St. 
Somerville, NJ 08876 
 

 
 
 

Love All - Serve All 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A new church directory is available electronically. If you would like an electronic version                              
(word or pdf format), which you can save to your computer, please send me an email. Printed copies will be 
available once we return back to regular office hours. In the meantime, if you need contact information for 
church friends while we are social distancing, please reach out to me either by email:                                     
admin@urcsomerville.org or by calling the church office and leaving a message.  Additionally, if you need 
any resources or information regarding community assistance programs available at this time, I am happy to 
help.   
 

Stay up to date by visiting our website often, as we have a special section devoted to updates from the church 
regarding COVID-19.  http://urcsomerville.org click, the COVID-19 button.   
 
You can also sign up for our mailing list to stay informed –if you are not already on it. You can sign up on our 
website at:  http://urcsomerville.org/index.php/sign-up-for-our-mailing-list or scan the QR code      
below.  Also follow us on Facebook at: https://www.facebook.com/unitedsomerville/   
 

Stay well & be healthy, 
Lori Herpen 

Administrative Assistant 
 

http://urcsomerville.org/index.php
http://urcsomerville.org/index.php/sign-up-for-our-mailing-list
https://www.facebook.com/unitedsomerville/

