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At the time of printing, summer worship is 
taking place outside (weather permitted). 
In the event of bad weather, we will hold 
worship in Fellowship Hall. Social           
distancing is in effect. Please wear a mask 
and bring your own a chair if you’d prefer.  
  
 
 

 

 

Volume No. 42, Issue No. 8                                                 August 2020 

United Reformed Church 
“The Church on Main Street” 

100 W. Main Street 
Somerville, NJ 08876 
Tel. (908) 725-4545 
Fax: (908) 725-1950 

Email: info@urcsomerville.org 
www.urcsomerville.org 

#urcsomerville 
 

Sunday Worship  
10:00 a.m. 

Rev. Paul G. Janssen 

 

Follow Us On Facebook! 
facebook/unitedsomerville 

 

From Our Consistory 
 

During summer the Consistory ordinarily takes a month off, so we 
have not met since the publication of the last InTouch. However, 
activities of committees continue. 

The Worship Committee has met to consider what changes may be 
necessary when are able to reconvene for worship, hopefully in the 
fall. 

The Personnel Committee continues to do its hard work of seeing 
to it that our staff works well together in the interest of the church. 
August is a month for evaluations, so if you feel the need to offer  
kudos or critiques, please contact Jocelyn    Eckardt, our Vice      
President and chair of the committee. This committee has developed 
a policy for how staff and volunteers can work together to keep     
everyone as safe as possible as we gradually reopen the building. 
We’ve also worked with our Custodian to alter his working hours, in 
order to ensure that the building is kept as disinfected as possible. 

Administration and Finance works hard to make sure we’re on a 
sound financial footing, and that we’re making wise decisions about 
building use. A & F has developed a policy to which all organizations 
must consent. (Incidentally, Fellowship Hall is only able to legally 
accommodate 34 seated people at the moment.) 

Our Property Chair, Howard Wagner, is working on a few fronts, 
not least of which is seeing to the summertime work that can be 
done on the heating system. Let’s hope we can use it in the winter! 

Each of these committees is also doing other work, and other      
committees are also at work! Give thanks to God for these good    
people, who are working hard to keep United Reformed Church  
Loving All and Serving All in the Name of Jesus Christ, even during a 
pandemic! 

 
E Komo Mai  

“All Are Welcome” 
Hawaiian Shirt Sunday will take  

place on Sunday, August 9th.   
All are encouraged to wear a            

Hawaiian shirt (or mask)  
to worship!  
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Parish the Thought 

Are you willing to do a bit of imagining with me? 

One of these days we’ll be . . . well, I don’t know 
exactly what to call it. I’m pretty confident it won’t 
be considered “normal.” Example: prior to the     
pandemic of 1918-1921, “normal” for receiving     
Communion was for people to drink from a       
common cup (or beaker). When that became taboo 
because of concern about transmitting the virus, 
most Reformed congregations started using small 
glasses, handed out by Elders. And yet, as far as we 
are concerned, Communion has “always” been this 
way. 

“Normal” changes. 

So when I ask you to imagine where we’ll be, in a 
time that God Only Knows, here are several        
possibilities I’d like you to think about, and respond 
to. 

+Imagine gathering with a group of 4-6 fellow 
church members, every week for six weeks, to talk 
about a common topic. Imagine these gatherings 
being held outside, on someone’s deck or patio, or 
around a backyard firepit. Each gathering would go 
an hour, at most, and would include mutual sharing 
and prayer. 

+Imagine worshipping together in the sanctuary 
(observing prudent health protocols), with music 
provided by a mixture of live and recorded           
elements, and with the pulpit still at the front of the 
sanctuary but lowered to just above floor level, and 
the symbols of Word and Sacrament all aligned at 
the center of the fellowship. 

+Imagine our church’s social media presence     
becoming a focal point for deepening discipleship, 
with facebook posts, youtube videos, and zoom 
meetings, all geared to enabling every member to 
grow in devotion to Christ and in service to our 
neighbors. 

+Imagine a renewed lawn (between the church and 
Redelico’s, but while we’re doing that, let’s do the 
whole thing) as a community outdoor meeting 
space, with a platform and lighting (and perhaps an 
awning of some sort) so that we could not only hold 
services outdoors, but also play host to local artists 
who may for some time be unable to perform      
indoors? 

None of these are intended to be a PLAN. They are 
invitations to imagine a changed normal. 

What are you imagining these days? Perhaps a    
better way of putting the question: What is the   
Holy Spirit laying on your mind, as a new day      
begins to dawn in the life of United Reformed 
Church? 

Let’s wait on the Spirit, and listen for the word of 
God, leading us into a “changed normal.” 

Rev. Paul G. Janssen 
Pastor 

 

Consultant Predicts Seven  
Possibilities for Churches 

 

Carey Nieuwhof consults with hundreds of   
churches, and has been attentive to what’s been 
happening since March. Here are seven trends he 
sees on the horizon. 
 

The church will consolidate as it expands. Many 
congregations that were marginal before COVID-19 
will close, and some members will join other      
congregations. Because so many congregations have 
become more savvy in online outreach, the overall 
reach of the church itself will increase. 
 

Coming back may not prove to be a boost for 
church leaders. When COVID-19 restrictions    
began, many church members availed themselves of 
online worship, Bible studies, etc. Those numbers 
have steadily decreased since. Many people may 
have just lost touch with the church for good. 
 

Churches will become digital organizations 
with physical locations. If the local church       
survives, it will still be “somewhere,” and many of 
the traditional activities will carry on. But ministers 
and staffs will find themselves increasingly           
interacting in the digital world – via YouTube,     
Facebook, Zoom, and other social media outlets. 
 

Agility will be one of the most valuable quali-
ties of church leaders. In the digital world, things 
change FAST, and leaders need to be willing to 
quickly scrap what isn’t working in order to adopt 
what is. “Doing what we’ve always done before” will 
be the death knell for many congregations. 
 

Virtual and flexible staff will become the new 
normal. Churches will need to allow their           
employees to get the work done on time, but not 
sweat how they get there. More work will be done 
from home, and it may as easily be done at 3:00 
a.m. as 1:30 p.m. in the church building. 
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Birthdays and 
 Anniversaries 

 

 

Birthdays 

Aug. 3  Peter Stires, Jr. 
Aug. 7  Marge Rowell 
Aug. 9  Claire Rus, Kristy Cannizzo-Rojas 
Aug.11  Danielle Huntley 
Aug. 13  Geoffrey Osinski 
Aug. 15  Joe Nemes,  
Aug. 18  Bill Anderson 
  Alleda Radziewicz 
Aug. 20 Jean Barber-Bucek 
Aug. 25  Bets Coleman 
  Michelle Davis 
Aug. 26 Jamie Osinski 
  Stephen Osinski 
 

Anniversaries 

Aug. 22  Sue & Ed Elgard 
 

Are you on our birthday/anniversary list?  
If we missed your special occasion, please let 

us know and we will be happy to add you! 

InTouch is produced by  
Lori Herpen, Administrative Assistant 

Deadline for the September Issue is 
August 21, 2020 

Please submit articles, news and photos to:  
admin@urcsomerville.org 

Scripture Passages 
 

 

August 2:  Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 
Genesis 32:22-31  Psalm 17:1-7 
Romans 9:1-5   Matthew 14:13-21 
 

August 9:  Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Genesis 37:1-4   Psalm 105:1-6 
Romans 10:5-15   Mathew 14:22-33 
 

August 16:  Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 
Genesis 45:1-15   Psalm 133 
Isaiah 56:1,6-8   Matthew 15:(10-20), 21-28 
 

August 23:  Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 
Exodus 1:8-2:10   Psalm 124 
Isaiah 51:1-6   Mathew 16:13-20 
 

August 30: Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Exodus 3:1-15   Psalm 105:1-6 
Jeremiah 15:15-28  Matthew 16:21-28 

Spiritual formation will shift from facility-
based to home-based. This goes with #3 above 
(and I refer to it in “Parish the Thought”). There’s 
no need to have Bible studies face-to-face in the 
digital world; no need, even to have a group gather. 
But the trend toward learning the Christian life in 
small groups will accelerate 10-fold. 
 

On demand access will eclipse live events. In 
the same way that we can “binge watch” our       
favorite TV series now in a way that wasn’t possible 
20 years ago, there’s no need to tie down spiritual 
uplift and formation to one hour a week on Sunday 
morning. Content will be available 24/7, and the 
church will need to keep providing content that 
focuses on the felt needs of communities and 
neighbors. 
 

Well, what do you think? Some of these seem more 
relevant than others. And I hope some of them will 
prove to be wrong. But it’s all food for thought as we 
go bravely where churches have not gone before. 
How can we leverage this moment, and the assets we 
have, to love all and serve all more effectively? 

 

From Our Williamson  
Scholarship Recipients 

 

I would like to thank the church for awarding me 
the Williamson Scholarship. I plan to use the   
money on books for the fall semester as I pursue a 
biological science degree at Rutgers University. I 
would also like to thank everyone in the             
congregation for their support. The love and    
guidance I have received from everyone at church 
throughout my life has helped shape me into the 
woman I am today. And I appreciate everything the 
church has taught and done for me! Thank you! 

Jaclyn Barry 
 
I would like to say a quick thanks to URC and the 
congregation for the generous Williamson       
Scholarship.  It will definitely be put to good   
scholarly use.  I would also like to say "thanks" for 
what the church has done for me over the 
years.  Hope to see many of you in person real 
soon. 

Tommy Hayes 
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United Reformed Church  
100 W. Main St. 
Somerville, NJ 08876 
 

 
 
 

Love All - Serve All 

 

 

 

 

 

If you are doing a lot of shopping online these days, 
please remember United Reformed Church as you 
make your purchases. AmazonSmile is a program 
through Amazon.com, which allows you to shop their 
site -at no cost- and a portion of the purchase price is 
donated to your chosen charity.  It's easy to use, just 
go to: https://smile.amazon.com/  

First time visitors to the site will be asked which or-
ganization they would like to support. Select United     
Reformed Church (we are already on the list of chari-
ties).  If you already have an Amazon.com account, 
that's fine too. You do not need to set up a new one, 
just visit the AmazonSmile page to select your             
organization. There are no additional costs and the 
cost of items is still the same. Please consider this op-
tion if you are engaging in online retail therapy. It's a 
simple way that you can help the church and do your    
shopping too! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Mission 

 

 

Our mission is to grow in our faith and love 
of Jesus Christ, to extend that love into the 
community, and to bring others to the 
same. The United Reformed Church declares 
that it will accept and welcome, without 
condemnation, all people of God into its  
fellowship regardless of race, gender,        
national origin, disabilities, health issues, 
sexual orientation or immigration status. 
We do so out of love for God and our    
brothers and sisters in Christ.  

All Are Welcome Here! 

 

 

 

United Reformed Church is a congregation 
of the Reformed Church in America. 

https://smile.amazon.com/

