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Meet Justine Langman,  
Our New Director of Music!  

 
On Sunday, January 19th,  
we officially welcomed  
our newly Director of  
Music, Justine Langman 
with a welcome  
reception following  
worship.  
 
Justine is a sought-after   
collaborative pianist,   
chamber musician and 
teacher in the central New 
Jersey area. After  
graduating  from Rutgers University in 2016 with her B.S. in Math-
ematics with High Honors, she was hired as a staff accompanist at 
Mason Gross, becoming the first person without a music degree to 
do so. Her former teachers include Zitta Zohar and Elizabeth 
Difelice, and she currently studies with Eileen Buck. She is proud 
to be the pianist of choice in the studios of esteemed musicians 
from the New York Philharmonic, Orpheus Chamber Orchestra, 
Chamber Music Society of Lincoln Center, and the Metropolitan 
Opera Orchestra. 
 

Her first musical collaborations began in her grandparents' living 
room: her late grandfather, Malcolm, was an excellent amateur 
musician, and it was he who first introduced Justine to chamber 
music. With her grandfather on violin or viola, her uncle Eric on 
cello, and her brother Andrew on violin, she sight-read chamber 
music at the piano for hours on end.  Since Justine also played the 
violin, and Andrew played piano, occasionally they would trade 
instruments in sight-reading sessions. Growing up with another 
pianist in the house, Justine also played much of the piano duet 
literature with her brother.  She played violin in community and 
youth orchestras until deciding to solely devote her focus to piano 
when she was 16.  
  

She accompanied her first choir when she was in fifth grade, and 
after that, she continued accompanying all of her school's choirs 
throughout middle school and high school. In college, she was the 
accompanist for the Voorhees Choir at Rutgers University from 
2010 - 2012, and she is excited to return to that role in the Spring of 
2020. 

(Continued on p. 3) 
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Parish the Thought 

I guess February Pastors’ columns are supposed to 
be about love. Valentine’s Day celebrates human 
love, and “God is love”, according to I John 4. 
There’s a natural tie-in there. 

But this year I want to offer something different for 
February.  

The federal holiday in February is Presidents day. 
(Not president’s day – it’s a day to remember all 
presidents, not just one or two.) 

It was originally officially established in 1885 to   
recognize George Washington. When the Uniform 
Monday Holiday Act was enacted in 1971, Presidents 
Day moved to the third Monday in February.  

So now we remember all of the 45 men who have 
served in the highest office of our country. I encour-
age you to set some time aside to remember and 
pray for all those who have borne the heavy        
burdens of leadership. Remember, as civilian    
commanders-in-chief, they have made decisions 
that have both defended our country and sent 
young men and women to make the supreme      
sacrifice. No matter whether you believe any     
president is the best or worst that’s ever been (or 
anywhere in between), they have a unique role to 
play; a role that none of us would ever desire. They 
become wholly public citizens, facing the glare of 
the spotlight in ways that few could ever withstand. 

Why is this appropriate to a Pastor’s column?  

The Heidelberg Catechism, one of the four      
standards of unity of the RCA, says this: 

“Everyone, regardless of status, condition, or rank, 
must be subject to the government, 
and pay taxes, and hold its representatives in honor 
and respect, and obey them in all things that are 
not in conflict with God’s Word, praying for them 
that the Lord may be willing to lead them in all 
their ways and that we may live a peaceful and quiet 
life in all piety and decency.” 

Thus, we believe that governments have a role to 
play in God’s will for the world. Surely, no matter 
how divided our country is, we can all agree that it’s 
good to pray for every president, that the Lord may 
be willing to lead them in every way! 

Rev. Paul G. Janssen 
Pastor 

 

Memorial Service for  
Cathy Fallet 

 

Life-long URC member, Catherine Fallet passed 
from this life into God’s eternal embrace on         
Saturday, January 11th.  A memorial service will take 
place here at URC on Saturday, February 1 at 10:30 
a.m.  

 

Scout Sunday 
February 9, 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Boy Scouts of America designates the second 
Sunday of February, as Scout Sunday, which is the 
primary date to recognize the contributions of 
young people and adults to    Scouting. On Sunday, 
February 9th, Troop 83 will attend Sunday worship 
to commemorate this      important day.  The Scouts 
will participate in an opening flag  ceremony and in 
readings during the service.     

This year’s patch, shown above features a black 
background with "Scout Sunday 2020" text spelled 
and filled in with an image of the sun rising through 
mountains and water.  

 

 
Ash Wednesday  

February 26, 2020 
 
We will begin the Lenten season 
with a potluck supper, followed by an informal ser-
vice including the imposition of ashes. If you’d like 
to attend the supper, please bring a salad or main 
dish to share.  Our Parish Life Committee will sup-
ply beverages, dinner rolls and desserts.  RSVP to 
the church office by Friday, February 21st and let us 
know what you will be bringing, so that we may 
plan accordingly.   
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Meet Justine Langman, 
Our New Director of Music  

(Cont’d from p. 1) 
 

As a teenager, her love of chamber music deepened 
after several summers at Kinhaven Music School in 
Weston, VT. There, Justine found the kind of sup-
portive and inspiring musical community that she 
still aspires to create today. Some of her best friends 
were made at Kinhaven, and she still goes back eve-
ry summer, either as a visitor, as a participant of 
Kinhaven's Young Artist Seminar, or as a member of 
the Activities Staff at Kinhaven's Junior Session. It 
was in Justine's high school years that she began 
performing publicly with her younger brothers as 
the Langman Arts Trio. Playing with Andrew, a 
great violinist, and Calvin, an exceptional cellist, has 
been one of the greatest joys of her life. They have 
performed from the standard piano trio repertoire, 
including works of Beethoven, Dvorak, Mendels-
sohn, Schumann and Shostakovich, and their local 
performances often draw a standing-room-only 
crowd. 
  
In her undergraduate studies at Rutgers University, 
Justine decided to pursue mathematics.  She gradu-
ated in 2016 magna cum laude and with a distinction 
of High Honors from the math department. It was 
in college that Justine also started tutoring math 
and physics, and she still is active as a tutor in these 
subjects. 
  
After starting a Ph.D program in mathematics at 
Rutgers, Justine decided to make the career change 
to music.  She was hired as a staff pianist at Mason 
Gross School of the Arts in 2017, becoming the first 
person without a music degree to do so.  Since    
joining the MGSA staff, she has become a highly 
sought-after collaborator and coach, and she is 
proud to be the pianist of choice in the studios of 
esteemed musicians from the New York Philhar-
monic, Orpheus Chamber Orchestra, Chamber   
Music Society of Lincoln Center, and the             
Metropolitan Opera Orchestra. 

Since September, Justine has regularly played for us  
during worship on Sunday mornings. We are glad to 
officially welcome her on board as part of our       
regular staff and new Director of Music.  Please say 
hello and introduce yourself to Justine if you haven’t    
already.    

 

 
 
 

49ers vs Chiefs 
On Sunday, February 2nd, URC will hold it’s annual 
“Souper Bowl” during Fellowship Hour.  All are  
welcome to bring cans of soup and place them on 
our playing field on the side of team you want to 
win (San Francisco 49ers or Kansas City Chiefs). 
The team with the most cans of soup will be our 
“Souper Bowl” winner! All soup donations will be 
given to the Food Bank Network of Somerset    
County.   

 

Book Club On Main 
 

The next gathering of the Book Club on Main is     
scheduled for Sunday, February 23rd, at 4:00 p.m., 
in the church lounge. This will be a book/movie 
event and we will enjoy Chinese food. The current 
book    selection is "The Joy Luck Club" by Amy Tan. 
For more information about the book club, please 
see Michelle  Davis or Nancy Maggio.  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

A Word of Thanks!  
At the end of 2019, we received a generous offer of a 
matching donation for any gifts we would receive to 
help relieve our congregation’s financial stress. The 
donor offered to match donations given for this up 
to $5,000. We’re happy to report that with all of 
your help, we reached that goal and have received 
the full $5,000, so we were able to make it ‘over the 
top’ for 2019! Thanks again for supporting United 
Reformed Church and for your generosity! 
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Dinner Club 
 

January Review 
In January, the dinner club had originally planned 
to meet at the newly expanded Canton Palace     
Chinese Restaurant located a few blocks from the 
church. However, due to a closing that night for 
kitchen work taking place, our group decided to go 
to a local favorite of many;  Casa Luna Mexican 
Grill.  We had a small group of about 10 and every-
one enjoyed entrees including soups, fajitas, 
quesadillas, and specialty dishes.  
 

February Gathering 
The next gathering of the dinner club will take 
place on Wednesday, February 12th at 6:30 p.m.  We 
will meet at the House of Wong on Union Avenue 
in Bridgewater.  House of Wong offers Asian fusion 
cuisine, including Thai, Chinese and Malaysian 
dishes.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You are responsible for your own meal, tax and   
gratuity.  If you plan to attend, RSVP to the church 
office by Monday,  February 10th.  To preview the 
menu, visit: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Date:  Wednesday, February 12th 
Time: 6:30 p.m.  

Location:  House of Wong 
475 Union Ave., Bridgewater, NJ 08807 

RSVP: by Monday, February 10h 
to the church office 

 

Sunday School/Youth Group 
Toiletry Drive 

Now thru February 9th  

The Sunday School and Youth Group are collecting 
toiletry items to make hygiene kits, which will be 
distributed by the Samaritan Homeless Interim  
Program (SHIP) to their clients as needed.  Items 
are being collected now through February 9th.  
 

Items needed are: 
new toothbrushes 

Toothpaste/mouthwash/floss 
soap/body wash 

deodorant 
shampoo/conditioner 
razors/shaving cream 

feminine products,  
hairbrushes, combs, etc.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Join Our Family! 

Have you been attending worship  

with us and are interested in  

becoming a member?  

We’ d love to have you as  

part of our family!  

Please contact Pastor Janssen or  

call Lori in the church office to  

schedule new member classes. 

 

 

 

All are welcome! 



Another Successful Festival!  

 
 

 

 

 

The 10th annual Central Jersey—Twelfth Night 
Boar's Head Festival was held on Sunday, January 
5th, and once again brought in visitors from all over 
New Jersey to rejoice in the twelve days of       
Christmas with us.   

The 130 member cast included congregants from 
our own church, Peapack Reformed Church and    
Bernardsville United Methodist Church, as well as 
students from Rutgers Mason Gross School,    
Westminster Choir College, local boy and girl 
scouts, the 4-H prep ensemble, the Somerville  
Middle School Select Choir, the Somerset County 
Pipes and Drums, a brass quintet and new this year; 
a harp ensemble.  It truly is a blessing to have Jo 
Anne Kulick, one of our own members, add the 
beauty of the harps to this festival.  It was a great 
addition this year.  

Overall, this festival continues to grow each year as 
we work year round to think of different ways to 
enhance it. For instance, new this year was the harp 
ensemble, the addition of an apple tree,   additional 
cooks and wassailers to serve the guests in the    
balcony, more decorations in the balcony (see     
photo on below) two mannequins displaying       
costumes in Fellowship Hall (see photo on top 
right), new props for the sanctuary and Fellowship 
Hall, which included a deer head, a mounted fish, 
murals and other little accents, like the ribbon-
wrapped columns in the sanctuary to replicate   
decor of an English manor.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

We were blessed to have Zach Gates co-direct with 
me this year and he did a fantastic job directing the 
choir.  Over the next few weeks, a new poster  with 
a collage of photos will be made and will be hung 
by the office.   

We are fortunate to be able to do this festival every 
year for the community. This performance is 
unique to the Central Jersey area, so we should be 
very proud of it!  I think most of our members were 
either in the festival or came to witness the         
celebration.  

Please check out our new 12th Night Facebook page  
at: Facebook/URC12thnight.  This entire festival 
isn't possible without the year long efforts of the 
twelfth night committee, as well as our sponsors 
and patrons.  I appreciate the hard work of each 
committee member.    

Our next festival is tentatively set for Jan. 10th, 2021, 
and I am looking forward to working with Zach 
again and our  new Director of Music, Justine Lang-
man.   

Linda Hayes, Chair 
Twelfth Night Committee 

 

A Unique Pulpit Switch  
We’ve been increasing our relationship with the 
Iglesia de Dios Iesucristo Rey de Reyes. (Church of 
God, Jesus Christ King of Kings) In the fall we host-
ed a delightful dinner attended by many. We wel-
comed several of their children in the Christmas 
Pageant on the Sunday before Christmas. And, 
coming in February, during worship on the 23rd, 
Pastor Zaqueo Escobedo will be bringing us the 
message of the day. In return, Pastor Janssen will be 
preaching that afternoon at their service. (Pastor 
Escobedo speaks English; Pastor Janssen mostly 
fumbles around in Spanish, so his message will be 
translated.) Please make it a point to come out on 
the 23rd and be a part of this growing friendship 
between our two congregations. 
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     Sunday Servers For February 

Date Ushers Fellowship 
Hour 

Altar Guild Counters Lay Reader 

2/2 Michelle Davis 
Lyn Van Gorder 
G: Lyn Van Gorder 

Sundae Sunday Alice Gunzelma Lorraine Malonza 
Michelle Lane 

Jim Phillips  

2/9 Carol & Charles 
Lane 
G: Jean Barber-
Bucek 

Fran Wise  
Lyn Van Gorder 
Annette Janssen 

Mark Cannizzo Mark Cannizzo 
Diny Buchanan 

Annette 
Janssen 

2/16 Michelle Davis 
Sandy Dibble 
G: Sandy Dibble 

Open  
Can you host? 

Sandy Dibble Jean Barber-Bucek 
Mary Ann Ferrante 

Steve Rus 

2/23 Gary Spratt 
Tom Hayes 
G: Beth Cassidy 

Alice Gunzelman  
Barbara Schwarz 

Michelle Davis Bill Everett  
Sue Elgard 

Michelle Davis 

Birthdays and 
 Anniversaries 

 

Birthdays 

Feb. 3   Ed Elgard 
Feb. 12   Cathy Stires 
Feb. 14   Jane Huck 
Feb. 18   Alex McLachlan 
Feb. 20   Bev Stevens, L.J. Davis 
Feb. 21   Howard Wagner 
Feb. 26   Harry Woske 
Feb. 27   Ellen Everett 
 

Anniversaries 

Feb. 11   Art & Wanda Goldsworthy  
Feb. 18   John & Nancy Aliberto 
 

 
 

Food of the Month 
 

For the month of February, we are collecting items 
collecting items for “cold & flu season”, such as 
chicken soups and hearty stews, teas and juices.  
Also consider over-the-counter remedies such as 
cough drops and children’s Tylenol. Donations can 
be dropped off in the shopping cart in Fellowship 
Hall or brought to the church office during the 
week.  All donations benefit the Food Bank Net-
work of Somerset County and/or SHIP.   

InTouch is produced by  
Lori Herpen, Administrative Assistant 

Deadline for the  March Issue is 
February 18, 2020 

Please submit articles, news and photos to:  
admin@urcsomerville.org 

Scripture Passages 
 

 
 
 
 
Feb 2:  Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 
Micah 6:1-8   Psalm 15 
1 Corinthians 1:18-31  Matthew 5:1-12 
 
Feb 9:  Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 
Isaiah 58:1-9a    Psalm 112:1-9 (10) 
1 Corinthians 2:1-12  Matthew 5:13-20 
 

Feb 16:  Sixth Sunday after Epiphany 
Deuteronomy 30:15-20  Psalm 119:1-8 
1 Corinthians 3:109  Matthew 5:21-37 
 

Feb 23: Seventh Sunday after Epiphany 
Exodus 24:12-18  Psalm 99 
Peter 1:16-21   Matthew 17:1-9 

 
The January Consistory Meeting had not yet taken 

place prior to the publication of InTouch.  Please check 

the March InTouch for Consistory Corner.  
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United Reformed Church  
100 W. Main St. 
Somerville, NJ 08876 
 

 
 
 

Love All - Serve All 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

   
 

 

 

The crowds come out for this event so mark your   
calendars now.  Everyone has a good time even if you 
do not win.  Call a friend and bring her or him along 
to join the fun.  Bunco is a simple dice game, which 
lends itself to socializing, meeting new people, and 
catching up with friends. There will be cash and   
other prizes.  All of the important details are below.   
 

Date: Friday February 28, 2020 
Time: Doors open at 6:00 p.m.      

Dropping dice at 6:30 p.m.  
Location: Fellowship Hall at URC 

Cost: $5 
 

Reserve your spot at a table by calling the church 
office 908-725-4545.  If you have any questions con-
tact Beth Cassidy 732-995-9192.  Please indicate if you 
will be attending by Wednesday February 26th .  Feel 
free to bring a friend.  All are invited, age 12 years or 
above.  Dessert will be served. 

 

 

 

 

 


