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Sunday Worship: 10:00 a.m.
Rev. Paul G. Janssen
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Five Ornaments for Your New Year

2023’s Classis Assessment
will be $100, rather than $88.
If you contribute to the assessment by using envelopes, please
change the amount on your
envelopes to $25.00 for each
quarter. Assessments are per
member,
not per family.

Did you know that
United has an Instagram
Account? Shannon Nicholls
and Tara Rose Leonard are the
administrators. Find us at
urcsomerville, and spread the
network!

While we are looking for a
new Administrative Assistant
we need some volunteer
help in the office. Please call
the church office at 908-7254545 to find out what’s needed, and (hopefully)
to volunteer.

A lot is happening
“overhead!” Rooms 4/5 are
nearly renovated, and Liquid
Church will soon be moving in
to the renovated space. Soon
the roofs over the north sections of the building will be
done. And a Yoga Class is being held in the “Studio” over
Fellowship Hall Come
up and see!

The annual
Martin Luther King Service
will take place on January 15 at
3:00 at First Baptist Church. A
pre-worship luncheon will be
held at 2:00. Rev. Donna Stewart from St. Thomas AME Zion
Church will be the speaker
of the day.

were contacted by a group of individuals—not an
organized house of worship—looking for a place to
host a Pongal festival, which was traditionally associated with Hinduism in India. The A&F committee
welcomed them; hence they will be gathering in our
Fellowship Hall on the 21st of January (see p. 5).

Parish the Thought
Before I say anything else, allow me this: I’m
offering pre-emptive apologies for any mix-ups or
mess-ups in this edition of InTouch. We are in a
transition period, as Lori Herpen has moved on
(and we pray for her to find a new position soon),
and she set a high standard for the quality of
InTouch. Hopefully we’ll soon have a new editor
and you won’t find the kinds of glitches you’ll likely
detect in this month’s edition.

This isn’t a new statement on interfaith relations, or
a major direction for our church. It’s just a matter
of being good neighbor to our neighbors. “Loving
all and serving all in the name of Christ” includes,
well, all, right? So we are happy to host the festival,
in the spirit of the Scriptures, “rejoice with those
who rejoice!”

Who is my neighbor? When Jesus was asked that
question he offered a surprising answer: he told a
parable to the effect that the man’s neighbor was a
not only not Jewish, but a Samaritan—a member of
a group that had a long track record of being enemies of Judean and Galilean Jews. Apparently the
old lines of division were less important than the
Samaritan’s willingness to offer hospitality and help
to a man who had been attacked along the roadside.

Peace to you,
Rev. Paul G. Janssen
Pastor

Consistory Corner
We are happy to announce that work is being done
on the building!
First, the large Sunday School room (4/5),
previously occupied by Habitat for Humanity, has
received a fresh coat of paint, a new drop ceiling
and new carpet (soon), and is nearly ready for residency by Liquid Church, which has vacated the
“kidney shaped” office on the second floor.
Second, by the printing of this issue, we will likely
have roofers in place for the north end of the
building (flat rooves and the roof over the
Fellowship Hall area.
Third, we have accepted a bid for repair of the
medallion in the sanctuary. We are told that the
turn-around time should go fairly quickly, but you
understand that we are wary of giving any firm
completion date. Keep your prayers ascending!
Finally, we’re going to nurse the boiler through this
winter, but anticipate that we will be replacing it
with a pair of boilers (one for steam in the
sanctuary and one for hot water in the remainder of
the building) once the warm weather comes in
2023. The replacement should move us from about
15% (!) efficiency to around 90%, and we expect to
see significant reduction in heating costs in the
future.
We anticipate that the Congregational Meeting in
2023 will likely occur on February 2, but that date
has not been set in stone, so please watch your
bulletins, emails, and the next InTouch for a firm
date.

According to the American Beliefs Study, our
neighbors (in a polygon defined roughly by Rte. 22,
Finderne Ave, 206-22-Old York Road, and the
North Branch of the Raritan) are increasingly Asian
and Hispanic, with white and African American
populations both declining. Average household income is growing. Retirement is a big issue for many
as the population ages. Our neighbors are welleducated. Religiously, the “nones” (people with no
religious affiliation) are the fastest growing population. The three greatest concerns expressed are
physical and mental health, having enough money,
and loneliness. What they valued most from a first
encounter with a religious community was a warm
and friendly greeting and welcome. (The study has
oodles more data. If you’re interested, I’m happy to
forward you a copy.)
One of the events happening in our church in January is a “neighborly” enterprise. In November we
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Sunday School & Youth
Group News

Dinner Club

We will be holding a Sunday School open house on
January 22, 2023 at 9:30 am and will be making Valentine for Vets to be given to Operation Shoe Box.
We have room for more little ones to join us. If you
have a child age 3 or higher, please contact the
church office to register your child.

Our next dinner club meeting will be at King Tut
on Main St . This Middle Eastern Restaurant is a
new place for our group. Lets see if it will be a new
favorite location. They have great starters like
hummus, and Spinach Pie. The main course has a
large variety to choose from. They include Horo’s
Style Chicken, Salmon, Lamb and Shrimp. See the
menu online at kingtutgrillandseafood.com
Here are the details:
Meeting at : King Tut
Located at: 6 Main St
On: January 11, at 6:00 pm
RSVP by January 9 @ 908-725-4545

The Sunday School and Youth Group will also be
hosting a toiletry drive beginning January 22
through the end of February. Please consider donating very much needed items such as shampoo,
conditioner, soap, toothpaste, toothbrushes, deodorant, feminine products, etc. We all take for
granted these items that seem so insignificant but
yet are so necessary for health and wellness. Please
bring to church on Sunday mornings or you can
drop to the church office during the week.

Everyone will be responsible for his or her own
meal, tax and gratuity. Please call or email the
church by Monday January 9, so we can call ahead
to reserve a table.
Beth Cassidy
Social Activities Committee

Book Club on Main
The next meeting of our “Book Club on Main” is
scheduled for Thursday, January 19th at 7:00 p.m. in
the church lounge. The current book is “Dark
Matter” by Blake Crouch. For more information
about the book club, feel free to call the church
office.

Congregational Report

Food of the Month

We’d like to be sure that EVERY committee’s activities are reported in the 2022 Annual Report to the
Congregation. So that we can get it all printed up
and ready to go by the Congregational Meeting, we
ask that your reports be sent in ELECTRONICALLY
by January 16. Please send them to

In January we’ll collect cans, cans, and more cans,
as it’s the time of ShopRite’s annual CanCan sale.
Cans of anything are OK—but cans with pop-tops
are preferred, as many people don’t have can
openers (especially if they are unhoused). Collect
your cans in January and we’ll put them together
for February’s Souper Bowl Sunday!
You CAN do it! (haha)

pastor@urcsomerville.org . Thank you!
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White Gift
Sunday

URC Spreads Cheer

The Outreach Committee thanks you for your generous contributions to the White Gift Offering this
year! We were happy to receive all 40 gifts in time
to deliver them to the Reformed Church Home in
Old Bridge.

United Reformed Church once again had an opportunity to be a positive presence on Main
Street. On Friday December 2nd, Santa was welcomed to town as a part of Somerville’s Jubilee
celebration. Volunteers from URC handed out 9
gallons of hot cocoa, one cup at a time, to grateful crowds of people who were in town for the
festivities. We were able to interact with children
and their families as they stopped by our table to
make Christmas cards. Sixty hand decorated
cards were donated to the Reformed Church
Home to accompany the gifts from our giving
tree. It was a wonderful opportunity to share with
fellow Christians the many service opportunities
URC participates in to show God’s love for our
community. Thank you to the many volunteers
who helped us on a very chilly Friday evening!

Here are the gifts, waiting to be delivered on
Monday, December 19.
John Colligas and

Pastor Janssen became
Santas and took a road
trip to Old Bridge on
your behalf.

John and the gifts
ready to make the
trek to Old Bridge.

Holy Happy Hour
We had a great time
together on December 9.
We worked on some tricky Christmas Carol names,
a bit of Christmas trivia, a walk through the deeper
meanings of the carol “O
Come,
O
Come,
Emmanuel”, played a bit
of a reindeer game, and
spent a few moments in
meditation with quiet
music, to separate the
rush of the work week
and the release of the
weekend.

This is loving all and serving all
in the name of Jesus Christ!

Christmas Traditions at URC
There are so many different family Christmas traditions. They may include baking cookies, decorating
the trees and stringing lights. Building gingerbread
houses has become a United Reformed Church tradition. We had the younger set and the more mature members decorating the preassembled houses.
We had some unique design features including a
string of lights across the roof and decorating with
tiny gingerbread men. We also brought back the
cookie exchange. Yummy Santa Snacks, short
bread cookies, chocolate chip cookies and peanut
butter cookies were all baked with care. It was a
wonderful way to spend a Sunday morning.

Shannon Nicholls was
a good sport….
(Everyone took a turn.)

Holy Happy Hours aren’t just for the “young
crowd.” All are welcome, and folks can participate
at whatever level feels comfortable to them.
Our next Holy Happy Hour will be on January 20 at
5:30. The theme will be “new creation.”
We meet in the lounge; come and bring a friend for
a time that is both fun and spiritually uplifting!
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A Note from Lori
Dear Members & Friends,
The past 8 ½ years have been a great experience for me and I am grateful for the opportunities
that I’ve had to serve to the church. Leaving the office feels like moving out of the family
home. I have made so many memories with every one of you and I will cherish those times
forever. Given that, I do not plan to be a stranger and you can trust that I will keep in touch
(no pun intended) and visit occasionally. Thank you all for you love and support over the
years and your words of encouragement as I enter a new chapter of my life.
With great respect to all,
Lori Herpen

URC is host to “Pongal”

This is “Pongal” - the rice dish

What is Pongal? It is a multi-day Tamil Community Harvest
festival celebrated by Tamils in India and Sri Lanka and
throughout the world to show Gratitude and Solidarity. “Tamil”
refers to the state Tamil Nadu in Southern India. The people of
that state are called Tamils, and their regional language is Tamil.
The Pongal Festival is observed at the start of the
month Tai according to Tamil solar calendar, and this is typically
about January 14. According to tradition, the festival marks the end
of winter solstice, and the start of the sun's six-month-long
journey northwards.

The festival is named after the ceremonial "Pongal",
which means “to boil, overflow" and refers to the
traditional dish prepared from the new harvest of rice
boiled in milk with jaggery (raw sugar). To mark the
festival, the pongal dish is prepared and offered up in
celebration. On the second day of Pongal, cattle are
bathed, their horns polished and painted in bright
colors, and garlands of flowers placed around their
necks.

Traditional floor decoration

The pongal dish is then given to cattle , and then shared by the family. Festive celebrations
include decorating cows and their horns, ritual bathing and processions. It is traditionally an
occasion for decorating rice-powder based kolam artworks, offering prayers in the home, temples, getting together with family and friends, and exchanging gifts to renew social bonds of
solidarity.
The Pongal Festival will be observed in our Fellowship Hall on Saturday, January 21,
from Noon—4:00 p.m..
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Why do you need a jeweler on New Year’s Eve?
To ring in the new year!
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January Sunday Server Schedule
Sunday

Usher

Lay Reader

Jan. 1

Volunteer Needed

John M. Colligas

Jan. 8

Volunteer Needed

Nancy Maggio

Jan. 15

Mark Cannizzo

Steve Rus

Jan. 22

Volunteer Needed

Michelle Davis

Jan. 29

Volunteer Needed

Jocelyn Eckardt

Sunday Servers are an integral part of worship. If you are unable to serve on your assigned date,
please contact Michelle Davis or the church office.

Worship Flowers

Birthdays &
Anniversaries

If you would like to sponsor Sunday worship
flowers to celebrate a special occasion or to
remember a loved one, please contact either
Nancy Maggio at:
nbmaggio@embarqmail.com
or
Michelle Davis at:
shelleysomer@gmail.com

Birthdays

Jan. 3
Jan. 7
Jan. 13
Jan. 16
Jan. 17
Jan. 20
Jan. 25
Jan. 28

Scripture Passages

Teresa FantiJames Barry
Emma Janssen
Christopher Wagner
Bonnie Burris
Carol Lane
Sylvia Anderson
Ava Davis

Anniversaries

January 1: First Sunday after Christmas
Isaiah 63: 7-9
Psalm 148
Hebrews 2: 10-18
Matthew 2: 13-22

Jan. 1
Jan. 23

Paul & Annette Janssen
Ted & Sandy Yohn

Are we missing anyone? If we are, please let us know!
Just contact the church office at admin@urcsomerville.org!

January 8: First Sunday after Epiphany
Isaiah 42: 1-9
Psalm 29
Acts 10: 34-43
Matthew 3: 13-17

Thank you!

January 15: Second Sunday after Epiphany
Isaiah 49: 1-7
Psalm 140: 1-11
I Corinthians 1: 1-9
John 1: 29-42

InTouch is the monthly newsletter of
United Reformed Church in Somerville.
Deadline for the February Issue is
January 18, 2023
Please submit articles, news and photos to:
pastor@urcsomerville.org

January 22: Third Sunday after Epiphany
Isaiah 9: 1-4
Psalm 27: 1, 4-9
I Corinthians 1: 10-18
Matthew 4: 12-23
January 29: Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
Micah 6: 1-8
Psalm 15
I Corinthians 1: 18-31
Matthew 5: 1-12
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Sunday, January 22, 2023

Open House!
9:15 to 10:00 a.m.
Information about our church & Christian
Education Program
Meet the teachers
Participate in a fun & meaningful service project making valentines

All kids pre-k through 8th grade welcome!
United Reformed Church declares that it will accept and welcome, without condemnation,
all people of God into its fellowship regardless of race, gender, national origin, disabilities,
health issues, sexual orientation or immigration status.
We do so out of love for God and our brothers and sisters in Christ.

United Reformed Church
100 W. Main St.
Somerville, NJ 08876

A Congregation of the Reformed Church in America

Love All - Serve All
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