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 There’s Something Happening Here . . .  
    I recall the days when “church membership” happened in one of 
two ways. Either you were baptized in a congregation, went to Sun-
day School for years, turned 14 (or so), went to Confirmation Class 
for a while, and at the culmination of the process, knelt in front of 
the congregation on Pentecost as the Pastor pronounced a blessing . 
. . . OR you moved into a community, looked for the closest church 
with the same brand name as the denomination whose church you 
had been attending, started going for a while, and eventually con-
tacted your home church for a letter of transfer. Thus, the congrega-
tion on Sunday morning was 95% members, 4% probably-members, 
and 1% visitors who were unlikely to return.  
   The membership pipeline doesn’t happen the same way any more. 
On any given Sunday at United, we welcome about 50-60% mem-
bers, 20-30% long-term regulars, and 10-20% sporadic but familiar 
faces, and one or two first-time visitors. Few of the non-members 
show interest in the traditional pattern. 

. . . what it is ain’t exactly clear* 
    What does this mean?  
    Who knows? 
    But one thing is clear: we gather together in God’s name and    
welcome and honor ALL who are with us as people made in God’s 
blessed image. We rejoice with the presence of all friends, both new-
found friends and long-known. Not everyone these days sees them-
selves settling down into a long-term spiritual home. Many see 
themselves on a life-long spiritual pilgrimage, and hope to find a 
place that, for a time, provides a safe place for rest and refreshment, 
following which, they may move on (because that’s what you do on 
pilgrimage). Then there are folks who have  experienced “church” in 
their lives as an institution that peddled shame and guilt, and long 
for a place to hear that God loves them.  
   How do we address this situation? 
   It’s never been fair for the church to say “Welcome! Now, get with 
our program or get out.” Nor is it quite cricket to say “Ah, I’ve found 
a safe place for my spirit; I’ll let everyone else do all the work of 
providing while I enjoy all the benefits.” Or, “I’ve worked all these 
years; the new people can take over.” (Very rarely do people actually 
say either of those.) We “URC veterans” need to find a way to rejoice 
in our wonderful new friends, and invite them winsomely to partici-
pate in deciding how we live as a community, and welcome the 
changes that their participation may bring. AND see the whole    
process as a wonderful work that God is performing, right before our 
eyes. 
   Give it some thought, would you? And talk with the Pastor or a 
Consistory member. We’d love to hear what YOU think is happening 
here!  

*Crosby, Stills, Nash & Young 
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Parish the Thought 

  On May 28 we mark the Sunday of Pentecost, 
which is the third major holy day of the church 
year.     Pentecost arrives at the end of the seven-
week long season of Easter. Originally it was the 
Jewish Spring Festival of Weeks, or of Harvest 
(there were two harvest seasons; this was the Spring 
harvest).  Christianity has marked Pentecost as the 
day, 50 days after Easter, when the Holy Spirit de-
scended on the throng that had gathered in Jerusa-
lem from many nations to observe 
Weeks.  
  As the story goes, “suddenly from 
heaven there came a sound like the 
rush of a violent wind, and it filled 
the entire house where they were 
sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, 
appeared among them, and a tongue 
rested on each of them. All of them 
were filled with the Holy Spirit and 
began to speak in other languages, 
as the Spirit gave them ability.” 
Pentecost, then, is all about the 
manifestation of the Holy Spirit. 
Let’s think through a few Spirit   matters as we pre-
pare for this year’s Pentecost   Sunday. 
  First, the Holy Spirit is God. Just like the Father 
and the Son. Sometimes we confuse the English 
word “spirit”, by which we mean “energy” or 
“enthusiasm” or the like, with the Holy Spirit. So we 
might go to a church where people are very         
expressive (raising their hands, shouting Amen, 
etc.) and say “well, the Holy Spirit is certainly in 
that church! And the Spirit may well be there, but 
the Holy Spirit is no less present in congregations 
that worship in a more restrained way. The Spirit 
works in us as we sing and pray and listen and make 
offerings to God. The Spirit reminds us of what   
Jesus taught, and applies it to our lives. That’s why 
we pray “let us wait upon the Holy Spirit and listen 
for the Word of God.” Without the Spirit, the Bible 
is just an ancient document. The Holy Spirit     
whispers in our hearts as our ears hear the gospel 
message. The Holy Spirit makes Baptism more than 
a family ritual by blessing the whole congregation 
with daily renewal and cleansing. Through the work 
of the Holy Spirit, we perceive that Christ is truly 
present with us as we eat the bread of life and drink 
the cup of the new covenant. Without the Holy 

Spirit, everything we do is no more than empty   
ritual. The Spirit is God, present with us (and not 
only on Sunday). 
  Second, the Holy Spirit sends the people of God 
out of our safe spaces (sanctuaries) to wherever 
God would have us be God’s hands and feet. The 
Spirit’s work didn’t begin at Pentecost! The Spirit 
was present at creation, whispered to Samuel (who 
anointed the great king David), spoke through the 
voices of the prophets, sent Jesus into the wilder-
ness, walked alongside the 70 whom Jesus               
commissioned, and lit a fire under the early church 

to tell the good news of    repent-
ance and              forgiveness in 
God’s name. 
  Without God’s love sending Christ, 
there is no Christmas. Without 
God’s power raising Christ, there is 
no Easter. And without God’s com-
pulsion to keep blessing the world 
in Christ, there is no Pentecost.  

Rev. Paul G. Janssen 
Pastor 

 

Consistory Corner 

  At our meeting on April 25, we heard the good news 
that our insurance company would cover the church for 
loss associated with the Fellowship Hall and Kitchen; 
that repair is beginning soon. We also expect that the 
roofs at the north end of the church will be under repair 
any day now as well.  
   We are working on the project of hiring a new          
Administrative Assistant. The recent Consistory election 
caused removed a member from the Personnel           
committee, we will likely set up a committee to do the 
search, as we did with our Director of Music. In any case, 
the Consistory will be the hiring body. We work with an 
outside personnel management company to help us with 
initial screening. We may also make some structural 
changes in our bylaws regarding personnel matters. 
   The A&F Committee is working on changing how we 
receive offerings, starting next year. Again, we recognize 
that giving patterns have changed since the days when 
“the envelope system” first began. 
    And just a couple of reminders from A&F: “Classis  

assessments” are assessed per-member (not per family). 
And we used our Capital Funds to complete payment 
for the medallion; please be generous when they     
appear in your box!  Thank you!   
 

As ones who serve . . .  

“The three offices of  
deacon,  

elder,  
and minister of Word and 

sacrament, 
are united in Christ,  

and together they enable 
the whole mission  

of the church.” 
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News from the  
Sunday School 

 
       On Mother's Day, May 14th, the      
Sunday school year and Youth Group will 
come to a close with the kids handing out 
bouquets of pink and white carnations to 
all in attendance.  United adopted this 
tradition which symbolizes mothers who 
have passed and those still living.   A 
summary of events the kids have done 
throughout this past year will be             
reviewed. Please plan on attending wor-
ship to celebrate these wonderful kids. 
  
A huge thank you goes out to Annette and 
Linda for teaching Sunday School, Amy 
for leading the youth group in              
community service, and Carol for      
providing coverage for the                  
nursery.  Wishing all the youth a great 
end to the school year and a safe         
summer.  See you in September. 
 

Mother’s Day Gathering 
On Friday May 12 at 5:30 the 
Civic League of Somerville will 
be hosting its annual Mother’s 
Day gathering on the front 
steps of the church. During this 
gathering, young boys and girls 
read a brief essay about what 
their mother (or other            
significant woman) means to 
them,      followed by the presentation of a 
flower to their moms. It’s always a 
touching event, and it is a way that we 
can support the development of      
youngsters in our borough, whether or 
not they are members of the                   
congregation. Make it a point to stop by!  

Update from the Restoration 
Committee 

 Well, we were hoping that the weather would 
cooperate with us so we could report on the 
roofing project for the back end of the church 
(not the sanctuary) but, as you all know, the 
weather has been a little unusual. We thought 
that warm spell would create a window for us 
to start, but besides having to wait for a week 
with virtually no rain, we also need to not 
have any temperatures (even overnight) that 
drop below 40 degrees.  Hopefully we will not 
have to wait much longer. Some of our other 
projects, like renovating rooms 4 and 5       
upstairs, will need to wait until the new roof 
is in place. 

We are still working on the application for an 
incentive program from PSE&G to help us   
replace the debilitated heating system in the 
church to a much more energy efficient     
system. The paperwork is still being           
processed as PSE&G continues to request         
information from us, so we will give you an 
update when we have something concrete to 
share. 

Also, we want to thank those of you who have 
either directly donated or have contributed to 
our repairs through the use of the Capital  
Improvement envelopes. Most recently, we 
used the money from those envelopes to help 
fix the crack in the sanctuary ceiling. If you 
requested a box of envelopes, they are the 
ones marked in orange.  If you do not have 
the church envelopes, you can always place 
your contribution in an envelope marked 
“Capital Improvement” or designate a       
specific project you wish to support. As        
always, if you have any questions, please feel 
free to reach out to me or any member of our 
committee. 

 

Submitted on behalf of the Restoration    
Committee, 

Jocelyn Eckardt 

URC teaches 
“teach and admonish one another in all wisdom” 
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 The COVID Clinic Continues 
(last time for this article!)  

 
Last fall we were privileged to open our doors for 
the County of Somerset to host a COVID              
vaccination clinic for local residents. We’re happy 
to say that that experience went so well that they 
asked to return. In fact, a number of church     
members were able to receive boosters from the 
clinic.  
The Clinic will be open at United on the following 
dates: 
  May 11, 25 
The Clinic is open to all, and runs from 4:00 to 6:00 
p.m. Although it is a drop-in clinic, the County 
would prefer if clients let them know they are   
coming.     
You can do that by visiting the website at https://
patientportal.advancedmd.com/149623/
onlinescheduling/v2/patients, or by calling          
908–231-7155.  (We are just providing a space, so we 
are not able to handle reservations.)  
 
 

  

Raritan Valley Habitat for Humanity—which 
for over 20 years operated out of our second 
floor—is building a new home on Grove 
Street in Somerville. It will be a 1200 sq ft, 2 
bedroom home on Grove Street, and eligibil-
ity for the home will be limited to veterans 
who have served our country. (We don’t know 
any details beyond that.) We hope to track the 
progress of this new build, to see how we can 
participate in this vital ministry. Look for 
more details in future InTouches!  

Food of the Month 
 
The needs of the food insecure change, and the 
stocks on the shelves of Feeding Hands also 
vary quite a lot over the year. Because we are 
delivering our toiletry items to Feeding Hands, 
we have removed them from the following list 
of items especially needed at the moment.  

• Laundry detergent 
• All purpose cleaner and dish soap 
• Cereal 
• Paper Towels 
• Baby Wipes  

• Toilet paper 

• Can Tuna & Chicken 

• Cake/Brownie mix 

• Snacks 

Remember, we are part of a vast network of  
organizations and individuals that weave      
together a web of caring and compassion. This 
is    especially important now that SNAP      
benefits are being reduced. Your gifts are 
much, much appreciated!  

 

Pet Supplies Drive Continues 
 
We’re continuing the drive to collect Pet     
Supplies for the Somerset Regional Animal 
Shelter as they care for local rescues and pets 
that are up for adoption.  Here are but a few 
items on their “Wish List.” (You can find more 
details at www.srasnj.org) 
For dogs: Bully sticks, nylabones, PurinaONE 
dog food, PurinaONE puppy food, Martingdale 
collars, Kong treat dispensing toys, squeaky 
toys, dog beds, Tuffies, gift cards. 
For cats: dry food (Purina ONE), canned food 
(Friskies), canned kitten food, KMR, cat beds, 
cat toys, cat litter (non-clumping), wand toys, 
Snuggle safe disks,  and food dispensing toys. 

URC serves 
“use whatever gift you have received to serve others” 

4 
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Pizza and a Movie 
Come and join us for Movie 
Night.  On May 18  we will 
be having a pizza and 
movie.  The evening will 
start off in Fellowship Hall 
with hot pizza  and soda 
from Central Pizzeria.  We 
will then move to the Lounge to enjoy 
Enola Holmes together.   

Enola Holmes is the 
youngest sibling in 
the Holmes family. 
She is extremely       
intelligent, observant, 
and  insightful much 

like her older brother Sherlock.  But she 
also defies the social norms for women 
of the time.   On her sixteenth birthday, 
Enola wakes to find that her mother has 
disappeared, leaving behind only some 
gifts. And the mystery begins. 

See you at the movies! 
 

 

Birthdays  
May 2  Ruth Reader 
May 4  Beth Cassidy 
May 7  Michelle Lane 
May 8  Sharon Thompson 
May 15  Peter Stires 
May 16  Denise Flynn 
May 17  Jeffrey Davis 
May 21  Donny Stires 
May 22  Wanda Goldsworthy, Sam Janssen 
May 29  Lucinda Davis 
 

Are you on our birthday/anniversary list?  
If we missed your special  
occasion, please let us know and we will be 
happy to add you! 

Gathering at  

 

 

  

 

 

 

In September United Reformed Church   
gathered at the Burnt Mills Cider Company.  
We will be once again gathering there for a 
time of fellowship.  Burnt Mills Cider       
Company creates hard ciders.  Some ciders 
are available year round such as Hibiscus 
Rose, Ginger, Pineapple or Hops.  Other fla-
vors on tap include Strawberry Lemonade, 
Sour Cherry or Jersey Blue, which is made 
with fresh New Jersey Blueberries.  Burnt 
Mills does have a small tasting room and a 
large outdoor area.  There is cornhole       
available.  You are encouraged to bring your 
own chair (incase all the picnic tables are 
full), a snack and/or picnic dinner. There are 
also food trucks which are posted on their 
website the week of the event.  Since this is an 
outdoor event, rain will cancel the gathering. 
If you have any questions you can reach out 
to Beth Cassidy 732-995-9192. 

Here are the details. 

Date: Thursday June 1, 2023  

Time: 5:30-7:00 pm  

Address: Burnt Mills Cider Company 

                3540 Rt. 206 Bedminster  

 RSVP is not necessary but is             
appreciated by May 31                           

to the church office  
 

 

URC cares 
“love one another as I have loved you” 
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URC speaks 
“you shall be my witnesses” 

The Reformed Church in America has four 
“standards of unity”, or statements of     
belief that we believe bear witness to the 
good news of Jesus. Few members of RCA 
congregations would probably concur 100% 
with everything that is said in these       
statements, but, as they are considered 
“faithful and historic,” we teach from them 
as laudable in their own day, and still        
applicable-at least in spirit-to the message 
that God has entrusted us to carry on. 

Here are brief descriptions of the four 
standards of unity.  

The Belgic Confession of Faith was          
prepared by Guido de Brès, a preacher of the 
Reformed churches of the Netherlands. 
During the sixteenth century the churches 
in this country were exposed to persecution 
by the Roman Catholic government. To 
prove to the persecutors that the adherents 
of the Reformed faith were not rebels, de 
Brès prepared this confession in the year 
1561. Unfortunately, the oppression did not 
end after the confession was delivered to 
the authorities. 

The Belgic Confession is the most            
comprehensive of the standards, dealing 
with everything from basic beliefs to the 
names of the books in the Bible and the    
relationship between church and state.   
Although some of its teachings are so    
contextually driven that they have been   
revised over the years, it remains in wide 
use, and all ministers are required to study 
in in preparation for ministry.  

The Heidelberg Catechism was composed 
in the city of Heidelberg, Germany in 1563  
at the request of Elector Frederick III, who 
ruled the province of the Palatinate. It was 
intended as a tool for teaching young     
people, and as a guide for preaching in local  
churches. It is the product of a team of   
ministers and university theologians under 
Frederick’s watchful eye. It soon became 
the most ecumenical of the Reformed      

catechisms and confessions. It is still the 
most widely used and warmly praised     
catechism of the Reformation period, 
largely for its emphasis on comfort and how 
specific beliefs benefit the believer.  

The Canons of the Synod of Dort are a 
different sort of document. They were  
compiled in 1619 following a church      
gathering to respond to a specific question 
that had arisen in young reformed        
churches: do humans have the freedom to 
either accept or reject God’s grace? The 
Canons answer that, as God is Lord of all 
things, so too God is even the Lord over the 
human will. Faith, they said, is fully an act 
of God in us, worked by the Holy Spirit to 
bring us into communion with God through 
Christ. The Canons are in a sense a footnote 
to the Belgic Confession, and include   
counsel for pastors on how to teach its  
contents to congregations, and on how  
pastors can counsel parents of children who 
have passed away. 

The Belhar Confession has its roots in the 
struggle against apartheid in southern     
Africa. It was first drafted in 1982 by the 
Dutch Reformed Mission Church. Belhar’s 
theological confrontation of the sin of    
racism has made possible reconciliation 
among Reformed churches in southern    
Africa. It was offered to the RCA as a gift for 
possible inclusion as one of our standards 
of unity. It addresses three key issues of 
concern to all churches: unity of the church 
and unity among all people, reconciliation 
within church and society, and God’s       
justice. The Belhar Confession was adopted 
by the RCA’s 2009 General Synod, and    
ratified by two-thirds of the RCA’s classes, 
so that it stands on equal footing with the 
Belgic Confession, the Heidelberg             
Catechism, and the Canons of the Synod of 
Dort.  

The contents of all four standards of unity can 
be found at rca.org.  
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Sunday Morning Coming Down 

Your Worship Committee tries to assure 
that our Sunday meetings with God are 
helpful to the building up of our faith. Part 
of that work involves filtering out what 
celebrations we will, and won’t, observe. 
You might be surprised to learn about the 
number of “special Sundays” that appear 
in the Reformed Church in America’s cal-
endar. Here’s a list of Sundays, January to 
December, supplemented by some of our 
own additions: 
  
Baptism of our Lord 
Martin Luther King Sunday 
Scout Sunday  
Transfiguration Sunday 
Day of Prayer for Crops and Industry  
Palm/Passion Sunday 
Easter, Resurrection of the Lord 
Bright Sunday 
Rural Life Sunday 
Room for All Sunday 
Mother’s Day 
Women in Ministry Sunday 
Pentecost 
Trinity Sunday 
Day of Prayer for General Synod 
Children’s Day 
Father’s Day 
RCA Camp Sunday 
World Communion Sunday 
Disability Awareness Sunday 
Peace with Justice Sunday 
Laity Sunday 
Reformation Sunday 
Native American/Aboriginal Awareness Sunday 
Stewardship Sunday 
Veteran’s Day Weekend 
Bible Sunday 
World Hunger Sunday 
Christ the King Sunday 
Christmas 
 
Quite a list, huh? Thanks to the worship 
committee, whose leadership guides us in 
“what’s right for us” at URC!  

URC worships 
“worship the Lord with gladness!” 

Brief Worship “Survey” 

We like to stay apprised of what our members 
and friends appreciate most (and least) as we 
gather for worship. Would you be willing to 
fill out this four-sentence “survey” and drop 
it in a box provided in the church office? It 
will be completely anonymous, and it may 
help the Worship Committee plan for the 
coming year. 
 
This is what I appreciate most about worship 
at United: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This is something that, to be honest, kind of 
bothers me about worship at United: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This is an idea I’d like to pass along to the 
Worship Committee for its consideration: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This is something I have to say that doesn’t 
fit any of the other categories: 
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Love All - Serve All 

United Reformed Church declares that it will accept and welcome, without condemnation, 
all people of God into its fellowship regardless of race, gender, national origin, disabilities, 

health issues, sexual orientation or immigration status.  
We do so out of love for God and our brothers and sisters in Christ.  

A Wonderful Evening of Fellowship 

 
Great company, sweet treats, warm coffee, and fabulous prizes.  It 
was a lovely way to spend a Friday evening.  The crowd rotated     

between the 5 tables visiting with friends,    
getting to know new folks and playing a bit of 
Bunco between it all.  Great cheers could be 
heard when a Bunco was rolled and the big pink 
dice hat traveled around the room.  Jocelyn  
proudly sported the hat as she won the last Bunco 
prize.   

Thank you Lyn and Amy for the wonderful  
brownies and peanut butter bars.  They were a big hit.  
Thank you all for coming and providing the                  
opportunity for us to gather and fellowship together.  

       Bunco will be back in the fall of 2023.  

Start practicing for it now! (teehee)  

 
 
What you read below is the script of the video that appears on the first page of our website.  I wonder if it describes 
the United Reformed Church that you’ve experienced. I hope so! (You can watch it at www.urcsomerville.org) 
 
Something good is happening at United Reformed Church; a good thing is happening. I wonder if you see it happening too? 
I don’t know if it’s happening because it’s where we are with COVID. It could be that there’s been so much division in our country for 
so long that we’re finally getting tired of it. I know that we have wonderful new friends and neighbors here in Somerville. Maybe it’s 
happening just because people need a friend to talk to. 
Whatever the reason is, we’ve been meeting a LOT of new friends lately. 
Some are young and are coming because they have friends in the church and they’re meeting them here. Some are retired recently 
in the area sn they’re looking for a new spiritual home. Some have come courageously, but warily, because they’ve been burned by 
churches in the past, and they want to find out whether we really do welcome everyone the way we say we do. (I can tell you, we 
do, but I guess you’ll have to check that out for yourself.) Some folks who come are unhoused and they just need a place for an hour 
to get away from the cold or the heat; maybe have a good snack after worship. They’re welcome, too. 
And that’s just the Sunday morning crowd. 
Some folks just want good company over a dinner table or discussing a novel.  Some come because they’re hungry and the food 
pantry takes care of them a couple of times a month. Some are taking care of their health in the yoga class that meets here. And 
some just want a joyful place to spend Christmas and Easter with teir families, and that’s perfectly OK, too. 
I don’t know if you might want to experience God’s grace, or have a bite or meet a new friend or just come in from outside. I want 
you to know that you’re welcome at United. There aren’t a whole lot of us, but we who are here have big hearts and inquiring minds 
and open arms. We’d love to meet you. Not to change you, but just to be a friend. . . . Hope to hear from you or to meet you soon 
And even if your footsteps never darken our doors or if you never make contact with us in person, may peace be with you, now and 
always.  


