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Central Jersey  

Twelfth Night Boar’s Head Festival 

Sunday, January 5, 2019 at 4:00 p.m. 

Rejoice in the Twelve Days of Christmas!    

 

 

           

 

 

 

 

 
It's Here!  Time to lift the Wassail!  The annual production of the 
Central Jersey Twelfth Night - Boar's Head Festival is set for    
Sunday, January 5th at 4:00 p.m.  Ushers will be ready to welcome 
guests to the feast that the Lord and Ladye have prepared for their 
guests.  You will witness through pageantry and song a cast of 130 
celebrating the twelve days of Christmas as perhaps was once 
done in the Elizabethan Era.   
 

There will be some new props this 
year, as well as an opportunity to take 

pictures with some favorite            
characters.  The festival ends with a 
breathtaking Nativity.  Please come 

and relish in this amazing event      
exclusive to Central Jersey.  There is 
no charge for admission, however a 

free will offering will be taken.   
A reception will follow in                     

Fellowship Hall. 
 

Linda Hayes, Chair 
Twelfth Night Committee 
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Parish the Thought 

Christmas came so fast this year, and with 12th Night 
approaching, it seems to be going by with a giant 
whoosh! as well.  But wait. 
 

Before we go, let’s pause for a bit and remember 
what we’re experiencing. Here are some lyrics to a 
song I wrote several years ago. It’s about “stars.”  
First, stars in general – what glory shines in the 
heavens, and what precious inheritance we have on 
earth! Second, the star of Bethlehem – a star that 
presages a new age that sees beyond wealth and 
power. Finally, the Star-child, Jesus Christ, who  
rises each morning to invite us future-ward into 
God’s new world. 
 
Think of the many meanings of ‘the star’ before you 
take down your Christmas tree. 
 

Peace be with you all!  
Rev. Paul G. Janssen 

Pastor 
 

In wonder we behold the stars;   
Your light shines through their twinkling;  

The constellations shout for joy:  
their glory gives an inkling  

that this whole wide world that belongs to you, you 
have placed into our hands:  

all beasts, and birds, and fish that swim;  
the sea, the sky, and the land.  
  In wonder we behold the star  

  that rested o'er the stable.   
  A King is born among the poor,  

  with whom he'll sit at table.  
  Hear the angels sing, see the shepherds come, 

  with the wise men bend the knee:  
  and all creation praise the One  
  who came to set the world free.  
    In wonder we behold the Star  

    who brings a new day dawning!  
    The Lord who lights the night time sky  

    arises new, each morning  
    to unite all things both in earth and heav'n,  

    and to and bring us forth from night,  
    that all the world might join the dance  

   of everlasting delight. 

Christmas Pageant 

Thanks to all of the “young at heart”, and to the  actually young, who participated in this year's Christmas 
Pageant. We tried a different approach this year, and were delighted to welcome the following members to 
our “cast”.  

Shepherds - Mark Cannizzo, Doug Young, Annette Janssen, Beth Cassidy, Steve Canata, and a young man 
from the Iglesia de Dios. Tommy Hayes played Joseph and Jaclyn Barry was Mary. Jimmy Barry was a     
donkey and Lorraine Malonza was a sheep. Five young women from Iglesia de Dios were angels. Kings were 
portrayed by Heather Stires, Pat Hayes, Emily Hayes, John M. Colligas, Tara Rose Cassidy, and her fiancé, 
John Leonard. The choir and congregation, meanwhile, served as the chorus that gave music to the action. 
Special thanks to Linda Hayes and Amy Stires for helping all participants find their costumes! 
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Sunday 
School News 

During Advent, the 
youth learned         

different  lessons      
leading up to a         

community Christmas 
Pageant on December 

22nd.  Each year, the  
children bring such joy and wonder reminding us of 
the meaning behind the season.   
 

We will begin our next unit of study on January 
12th. We will also begin collecting toiletries for our 
next service project beginning on January 12th  and 
going through February 9th.  Please consider       
donating shampoo, soap, deodorant, toothpaste, 
toothbrushes, feminine products, etc.  These are 
basic necessities that we all take for granted. Would 
you like for your child to get in on the fun? On     
January 26th, we will host a special Sunday School 
Open House. All are welcome to join us in a youth 
service project, which includes making Valentines 
cards for Veterans.  We will begin at 9:15 a.m.    

 
Linda Hayes 

Sunday School Coordinator 
 

 

January Dinner Club 
 

The next gathering of the dinner club will take place 
on Wednesday, January 8th at 6:30 p.m.  We will 
meet at the Canton Palace, 216 W. Main Street, 
Somerville. Recently expanded into the old        
Martino’s Restaurant location, Canton Palace offers 
an upgraded menu of  authentic Chinese cuisine 
and is known for its “Chinatown quality dim sum.” 
You are responsible for your own meal, tax and   
gratuity.  If you plan to attend, RSVP to the church 
office by Monday,  January 6th.  To preview the 
menu, visit: 

https://www.cantonpalacesomerville.com/ 
 

Date:  Wednesday, January 8th 
Time: 6:30 p.m.  

Location: Canton Palace 
216 W. Main St., Somerville 

RSVP: by Monday, January 6th 
to the church office 

 

 

3rd Annual Holiday  
Boutique 

 

SHIP’s Galley II  
guests did some 
early Christmas 
shopping at a  
Holiday Boutique 
held during the       
galley at URC on 
December 12th.  
Thanks to the  
generosity of our 
members and 
friends who       
donated Christmas 
cards, wrapping 
paper, gift boxes, calendars, notepads, assorted    
ornaments and decorations.  
 

It is estimated that about 45 individuals “shopped” 
at our boutique. They were delighted to have the 
opportunity to be able to help themselves to some 
needed holiday supplies.   
 

Grateful appreciation goes out to those who        
contributed items for the boutique and special 
recognition to Kathy Phillips, Carol Yarnell and 
Fran Wise who helped to organize the donations so 
that setting up the boutique table was a piece of 
(holiday) cake.  
 

Among the items donated to the Holiday Boutique 
were an incredible collection of nutcrackers         
donated by a member of our  congregation. All of 
the nutcrackers on display were carefully inspected 
by the galley shoppers and some were chosen         
as gifts.   
 

The remaining nutcrackers were put 
out and offered for purchase by 
church members and friends during 
Fellowship Hour on December 12th.  
Any proceeds were designated to 
SHIP. All but four were sold, raising 
$125 for SHIP. SHIP’s staff were most 
grateful for our unexpected but 
greatly appreciated donation so 
close to Christmas.  

 
Jane Huck, Chair 

Parish Life Committee 
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Consistory Corner 
At the Consistory meeting of December 17th, (held 
a week early because of Christmas Eve) we were 
gladdened to hear of the news that Justine        
Langman (currently serving as accompanist) will        
become our new Director of Music at the beginning 
of 2020. Justine will continue to play the piano and 
direct the choir, and will be moving more toward 
the organ as time goes on. Be sure to greet her 
when you are able. 

We heard a report from the Administration and 
Finance Committee that giving vs. pledged amounts 
are down this year, and that pledges themselves are 
down for next year. Since the meeting, members 
have received a year-end appeal and news of a   
generous dollar-for-dollar match by an anonymous 
donor. Your support helps us continue all the valua-
ble missions we carry out. Thanks for your giving, 
and if you happened to forget to make a pledge for 
2020, it’s not too late! 

Also in 2020, I will be starting a coaching             
relationship with folks who are veterans in church 
revitalization, so that we can work toward that end. 
We set the Congregational Meeting for January 
26th, following worship. And we are VERY close to 
finishing our slate for the next Consistory terms – 
we have a bit of fine-tuning to do, but you will 
know soon exactly what direction the nominations 
are going. 

Finally, we’re going to try an alternative set-up for 
worship in the month of January. Its focus is 
“Christ, Be Our Light,” and we’ll be singing “light” 
songs throughout the month. Join us, and invite a 
friend! 

Rev. Paul G. Janssen 
President 

 

Marketing Update 
 

Marketing has had a busy last month and I thought 
I would share some of our recent efforts. Hopefully 
all of you had a chance to look through our annual 
Advent/Christmas brochure that highlighted the 
events and activities that took place throughout the 
season.   
 

During the Holiday Jubilee on November 30th,   
United Reformed Church was Somerville’s hot spot. 
We had carolers singing on our front lawn, Santa 
taking pictures with children, and we were one of 
the locations to wait for a horse-drawn carriage 

rides.   

URC members served 475 cups of hot          
chocolate, which was described by one happy 
costumer as “divine” thanks to our special recipe. 
We also had a table set up for children and           
encouraged them to share some love by decorating 
a total of 80 Christmas cards!  The cards were  later 
handed out to clients of SHIP’s Galley II, so that we 
could fill the hearts of those in need. What a    
blessing it is to be a part of a church who continues 
to “Love All, Serve All” in our community.  

 

Amy Stires, Chair 
Marketing Committee 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

When you come to worship on Sunday, January 
12th, instead of the usual front of the church, this is 
what you’ll see. It’s our prayer for the season of 
epiphany—Christ, be our light!   
 
The worship committee proposed this temporary 
change to the Consistory, which approved it at a 
recent meeting. We are trying to expand our      
worship horizons. Thus, we’ve been accompanied 
mostly by piano since September. Pastor Janssen 
has been preaching more often in a casual “from the 
floor” style. We have been making more use of a 
projector and screen, mostly to illustrate the      
spoken portion of the morning’s worship service. 
Since Epiphany is the season of light, we will use 
this “set” as a backdrop for worship, and will be  
ordering our worship slightly differently, in order to 
accentuate the theme of the season. The worship 
committee and Consistory WANT to know how you 
receive these changes. They aren’t meant to be   
permanent. The only way we can get a clear sense 
of your response is if you respond! But give it a few 
weeks. By the end of January, let us know whether 
your time in worship has been enhanced or        
lessened by these changes. Thanks! 
 

URC Worship Committee 



Can You Help Make  
Somerville STRONG? 

 
You may already have read that our church was 
granted money from the Classis of Delaware       
Raritan to begin an initiative called “STRONG.” 
STRONG stands for Supporting The Rise Of the 
Next Generations. 

How can we support the next generations’ rise into 
adulthood and citizenship? We start with the     
assumptions we make about millennials and      
generations x and y. Stop – think – what              
assumptions do you make about “them”, generally? 
Now, stop again, and think – do those assumptions 
fit the actual people you know who are between 15 
and 40?  

The STRONG initiative makes several assumptions. 
The next generations are:  

CURIOUS about how to negotiate their current 
realities. How do I get the bills paid? How do I take 
care of myself now that mom and dad aren’t taking 
care of me? What does the work world expect of 
me?  

GENEROUS with their desire to share what they 
can. How can I give back to the community that 
shaped me? What specific gifts do I have to offer? 

SPIRITUAL and wanting to open themselves to a 
dimension beyond material success. Is there a 
broader purpose to life than making money? Is the 
religion I was given the faith I want to practice? Is 
there a God?   

AFFIRMING of the many diversities they've grown 
up with. Racial, ethnic, linguistic, religious, sexual, 
gender, class diversity……How can I say “yes” to 
others while affirming my own God-given identity? 
Can we all just get along? 

HARD-WORKING as they strive to get on their 
own footing. How much time should I give to work, 
and how much to family, or play, or . . . What does 
healthy work/life balance look like? 

In other words, they are asking many of the SAME 
questions that the baby boomers and older were 
asking at the same stage in their lives. But the     
answers to their questions aren’t found on search 
engines. Younger generations become stronger by 
means of conversations and interactions with each 
other and with folks who’ve “been there before.” 

 

Our church can have a role to play. We can help 
teach “Life 101” to high schoolers (things like     
boiling an egg, or balancing a checkbook, or having 
a face-to-face conversation, or going grocery     
shopping). 
 

We can provide forums – whether it’s at church or 
at someone’s home or a local watering hole – where 
younger crowds can both “meet and greet” and 
walk away with usable skills and insights.    
 

We can help shape the generous and spiritual     
impulses of the next generations by offering them a 
‘big picture’ of how the continuum of care and 
compassion works in our communities. 
 

We can more publicly and joyfully affirm the      
diversities of our community by further opening 
our doors to various groups – whether it’s for    
prayer, or education, or social gatherings, or      
support groups. 
 

The Consistory has been talking a lot about          
revitalization of our congregation. Here’s what we 
said in our application for this grant: 
 

“We are looking for revitalization, and we            
understand that revitalization begins with seeing 
our world differently, and making the changes we 
need to make to reach out with love to those whom 
God loves.”  STRONG will need prayer, financial        
support, flexibility, and patience from each and 
every one of our members. 
 
What do you think? How can you help make    
Somerville STRONG? Let’s talk about it. 
 

Rev. Paul G. Janssen 
Pastor 

 

 

Matching Gifts Update 
 

Following our appeal to church members and 
friends regarding our financial situation at the end 
of 2019, a generous donor has stepped forward and 
offered a dollar-for-dollar gift to United Reformed 
Church. The donor will match every dollar (up to 
$5,000), so that for every dollar you donate for the 
year-end appeal, an additional dollar will be added 
to meet the deficit! We are so grateful for this gift! 
If you have not yet made a donation, you may still 
do so. Please designate your gift (whether by check 
or by on-line donation) as "2019 year-end appeal" so 
that we can keep an accurate accounting of all gifts. 
Thanks to all who participate! 
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     Sunday Servers For January 

Date Ushers Fellowship 
Hour 

Altar Guild Counters Lay Reader 

1/5 Beth Cassidy 
Michelle Davis 
G: Beth Cassidy 

Sundae Sunday Alice Gunzelman Lorraine Malonza 
Michelle Lane 

John M. 
Colligas 

1/12 Gary Spratt 
Mark Cannizzo 
G: Amy Stires 

Fran Wise  
Lyn Van Gorder 
Annette Janssen 

Mark Cannizzo Mark Cannizzo 
Jean Barber-Bucek 

Tom Hayes 

1/19 Jaclyn Barry 
Emily Hayes 
G: Sandy Dibble 

Open  
Can you host? 

Michelle Lane Bill Everett 
Lorraine Malonza 

Sandy Dibble 

1/26 Howard & Cynthia  
Wagner 
G: Sue Elgard 

Alice Gunzelman  
Barbara Schwarz 

Fran Wise Jim Phillips  
Fran Wise 

Beth Cassidy 

Birthdays and 
 Anniversaries 

 

Birthdays 

Jan. 3   Teresa Fanti 
Jan. 7   James Barry 
Jan. 9   Clarence Brunner 
Jan. 13    Emma Janssen 
Jan. 16   Christopher Wagner 
Jan. 17   Bonnie Burris 
Jan. 20   Carol Lane 
Jan. 25   Sylvia Anderson 
Jan. 28   Ava Davis  
 

Anniversaries 

Jan. 1   Paul & Annette Janssen 
Jan. 23   Ted & Sandy Yohn 
 

 
Food of the Month 

 

For the month of January we are collecting items 
collecting “staple” items from the ShopRite        
Can-Can sales (canned beans, vegetables, soups 
and stews, coffee, peanut butter, etc.) Donations 
can be dropped off in the shopping cart in Fellow-
ship Hall or brought to the church office during 
the week.  All donations benefit the Food Bank 
Network of Somerset County and/or SHIP.   

InTouch is produced by  
Lori Herpen, Administrative Assistant 

Deadline for the February Issue is 
January 20, 2020 

Please submit articles, news and photos to:  
admin@urcsomerville.org 

Scripture Passages 
 

 
Jan 5:  Second Sunday after Christmas 
Jeremiah 31: 7-14  Psalm 147:12-20 
Ephesians 1:3014  John 1:(1-9), 10-18 
 
Jan 12:  First Sunday after Epiphany 
Isaiah 4:2-9   Psalm 29 
Acts 10:34-43   Matthew 3:13-17 
 

Jan 19:  Second Sunday after Epiphany 
Isaiah 49:1-7   Psalm 40:1-11 
1 Corinthians 11-9  John 1:29-42 
 

Jan 26: Third Sunday after Epiphany 
Isaiah 9:1-4   Psalm 27:1-4 
1 Corinthians 1:10-18  Matthew 4:12-23 
 

 

Book Club On Main 
 

The next gathering of the Book Club on Main is     
scheduled for Sunday, February 23rd, at 4:00 p.m., in 
the church lounge. This will be a book/movie event 
and we will enjoy Chinese food. The current book    
selection is "The Joy Luck Club" by Amy Tan. For more 
information about the book club, please see Michelle 
Davis or Nancy Maggio.  
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Start Saving Your Cans of Soup! 

On Sunday, February 2nd, URC will hold it’s annual “Souper Bowl” during 
Fellowship Hour.  All are welcome to bring cans of soup and place them on 

our playing field on the side of team you want to win. The team with the 
most cans of soup will be our “Souper Bowl” winner!  

All soup donations will be given to the Food Bank Network of  
Somerset County.   


