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At the time of printing, summer worship is 
taking place outside.  Social distancing is in 
effect. Please wear a mask and bring a chair.
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Williamson Scholarship  
Recipients 

 

Every year it is our pleasure to award the Williamson Scholarship to 
High School Seniors who are members of URC and are accepted into 
an RCA College or other institute of higher learning. This year is no 
exception as we joyfully congratulate Jaclyn Barry and Tommy Hayes 
on fulfilling the requirements of this scholarship while they look  
forward to furthering their education in the fall. Jaclyn and Tommy 
have grown up at United Reformed Church and represent the very 
best of our young people.  Tommy will be attending the Honors   
College at RVCC with an aim to major in mechanical engineering. 
Jaclyn will be going to Rutgers University in New Brunswick          
majoring in Biological Sciences. She hopes to become an                
anesthesiologist someday.  

Jaclyn has always been a faithful member of URC, although if you 
looked around for her on a Sunday morning, you might not always 
see her in the sanctuary because she has spent the last four years 
steadfastly volunteering in our nursery entertaining and caring for 
infants and young children. Throughout those four years she also 
belonged to the bell choir, participated in Twelfth Night, worked at 
the Stars and Promises Concert, assembled and delivered Thanksgiv-
ing baskets, served as an usher and packaged toiletry bags for the 
food bank. For most of those years, Jaclyn was a character in the 
Christmas pageant, and she helped plant mums in front of the 
church, make valentines for vets, paint inspirational rocks for the 
congregation and assemble socks for the needy. When we had      
special events at the church, she was often there to help, such as 
with the Martin Luther King service, the Mardi Gras breakfast,    
challenge game night, the Holiday Jubilee and those oh so delicious 
bake sales! Jaclyn also walked in at least one CROP Walk and helped 
raise funds to feed the hungry. One thing no one can deny is that she 
is a hard worker and dedicated to being present in the life of the 
church. 

Tommy Hayes is also a very familiar face to all of us at URC.  You 
might remember hearing Tommy read from the pulpit on certain 
Sunday mornings or maybe you saw him usher or ring bells with the 
bell choir. Outside of actual Sunday morning responsibilities,     
Tommy has helped the youth of our church assemble Mother’s Day 
bouquets, sock kits for the needy, angel ornaments, flag pins, get 
well cards, toiletry bags and Thanksgiving baskets, create valentines 
for vets, write letters to flood victims, and make meatloaves for 
SHIP.  For all of his four years in high school, Tommy also participat-
ed in  Twelfth Night, the  Christmas Pageant  and  he  volunteered in  

(cont’d on p. 3) 
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Parish the Thought 
Count your blessings, name them one by one! 

(How many of you are singing now?)   

Sometimes when we experience seasons of           
disruption we focus on what we’ve lost. Certainly 
this season of pandemic, as well as the societal    
turmoil of recent weeks, have provided plenty     
occasions to lament. I won’t make my own list    
public here, because I suspect we all have our own 
lists. To use Biblical language, we’ve become keenly 
aware that, while God gives us life as an inestimable 
treasure, we have this treasure in ‘earthen vessels.’ 
We’ve lost a few friends to COVID-19; surely we’re 
aware of the brevity of life. 

But the word goes on in a way that reminds us to 
count blessings. “We are afflicted in every way but 
not crushed; perplexed but not driven to despair; 
persecuted but not forsaken; struck down, but not 
destroyed.” It’s all too easy to give in to the 
crushed/despairing/forsaken/ destroyed way of 
looking at things. All of this is real, and it does no 
good to paper it over. 

But the life of Jesus continues to be “manifested in 
our mortal flesh.” 

Life is springing up, folks. Count blessings! 

It’s sad that we have to be apart from one another. 
BUT we can become more connected in many ways, 
by technologies that didn’t exist even 20 years ago. 
AND I’ve heard many reports that people are       
intentionally connecting with long-lost friends, and 
relationships are re-building. What a blessing! 
Would this have happened without the pandemic? I 
doubt it. 

COVID 19 is a formidable, formidable enemy. Could 
we all just stop for a second, however, and give our 
immune systems a bit of credit for staving off all 
sorts of beasties, every day of our lives? Our bodies 
do nothing short of miraculous work every day. 
What a blessing! 

We’re not able to gather for worship. (Well, some, 
now, out of doors.) But we’ve been reaching new 
people every week for the last three months, 
through the online services. Regardless of whether 
these people ever come on a Sunday in ‘normal 
times, ’ isn’t a pretty wonderful thing that we’ve 
been able to help some folks through a difficult 
time? 

It's been hard for many to hear exactly what       
protestors are saying about racial inequalities and 
injustices. Sometimes we (I mean white folks here) 
feel accused of crimes we don’t think we’ve commit-
ted. It’s confusing, and can be deeply upsetting. But 
are you not thankful that we all live in a country 
where protest is possible, rather than having speech 
suppressed? Is not this the very kind of freedom 
that we celebrate when we raise our flags on July 4 
weekend? 

Nobody has to be dour about the condition our 
condition is in – least of all, followers of the risen 
Jesus. Look for blessings, and you’ll find them. 
Count them, and you’ll find more. And you will find 
much, much more joy, for yourself and for others. 

Name them, one by one. 

Rev. Paul G. Janssen 
Pastor 

 

Consistory Corner 

The Consistory gathered in the Fellowship Hall on 
June 23rd. Principal among our concerns is the need 
to monitor carefully our stewardship of the spiritual 
lives of our members and of the building and its 
users.  
 

• We adopted a policy for Employees and        
Volunteers – it will soon be available for all who 
volunteer during the time of pandemic. (It’s 
mostly common sense, just written down for us 
to see it plainly.) 

 

• FYI we’re paying special attention to the most 
public areas of the church building by adopting 
a new custodial schedule. Carlos now comes in 
earlier to make sure common surfaces get 
cleaned and disinfected almost daily. 

 

• We’re pleased with the performance of the new 
sound system, which enabled us to enjoy the 
work of a soloist even though we ourselves 
couldn’t sing. 

 

Other than that, we’ve got regular summer-like 
tasks to tackle. We’re planning for a single summer 
Consistory meeting on Tuesday, August 4, so if you 
have any business we need to handle or have any 
concerns please let us know! 

 



Williamson Scholarship  
(Cont’d from front page) 

 

the nursery.  Tommy has helped feed our congrega-
tion as well, by volunteering at church luncheons, 
the Mardi Gras breakfast, helping with coffee hour 
and selling refreshments at the Stars and Promises 
Concerts. When we had our hospitality tent set up 
for the Holiday Jubilee or National Night Out, Tom-
my volunteered some time setting up and cleaning 
up.  This young man has also walked in the CROP 
WALK three times, helped teach Sunday School and 
spent time gardening to beautify the front of our 
church. Tommy has proven he is responsible and 
truly “one of the good guys”. 

At Somerville High School, Tommy was a peer lead-
er, he played soccer for three years and he played 
baseball all four years, including varsity. and he 
made high honor roll every marking period. Tommy 
was also a member of the National Honor Society. 
Jaclyn was a member of the Interact Club and the 
Medical Science Club at Somerville High School. 
 

If I tried to list everything these two young people 
have done in and for our church over the last four 
years, it would take way too long to tally.  They have 
been essential to our church and church programs. 
What also makes them so special is how they bring 
a smile to everyone’s face whenever we get a chance 
to speak with them.   In these students, we see hope 
for our future, not just at United, but in the world. 
Their caring, compassionate and generous natures 
will be much needed in our communities and in our 
nation in the years to come.  We wish them good 
luck as they pursue their dreams!         
 

Jocelyn Eckardt 
URC Scholarship Committee 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Staff and volunteer build crews are back at work 
renovating the new office space site in Bedminster. 
A completion date is to be determined, however the 
estimated move-in date will be sometime in         
October or November.   
 
Their next home-build will be in Montgomery 
Township, in partnership with the Caldwell        

Family.  The lot has been cleared and the final   
stages of receiving the building permit is              
underway.  As soon as that is issued contractors  
will then install the septic system and founda-
tion. Construction with staff, volunteer and         
corporate build crews will then commence.  A target 
date for completion is June 2021. 

The Habitat ReStore at the Marketplace in Manville 
re-opened on Tuesday, June 16 with strict safety 
protocols in place. Stop in and browse around, they 
have a lot of great merchandise available and there 
are good deals to be had.   
 

Revised ReStore Hours: 
Tuesday – Saturday  

10:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. Seniors only (age 60 and older) 
12:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. – Open to the public  

Closed Sunday & Monday 
https://rvhabitatrestore.org/  

 

Thank You from Jane! 

I want to thank all who sent cards, called, or      
porch-visited me after my recent surprise hospitali-
zation.  I am definitely feeling much better, thanks 
to my new pacemaker and lots of prayers.  I am so 
grateful for the love and support of our church   
family.  I also want to extend my appreciation to 
Paul Janssen for organizing and shopping for our 
SHIP’s Galley in May.  Thanks to the caring efforts 
of our stalwart galley crew, our May galley was “in 
the bag” (lunches) and our guests were well fed.   

Jane Huck 

 

Blue Skies Ahead!  

e 
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Just sharing a picture of blue skies over our 
church on a June morning.  -LH 

https://rvhabitatrestore.org/
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2020 Graduation Announcements 

Caitlin Barry 
Caitlin graduated from Rutgers University Magna 
Cum Laude with a Bachelor’s Degree in Criminal 
Justice. She plans to continue working at 
Wegman’s. Caitlin is the oldest daughter of Carol 
and James Barry. 
 

Jaclyn Barry 
Jaclyn graduated from Somerville High School and 
plans to attend Rutgers University in the fall and 
will major in pre-med science. Jaclyn is the second 
oldest daughter of Carol and James Barry.   
 

Jimmy Barry 

Jimmy graduated the 8th grade at Somerville     
Middle School and will be attending Somerville 
High School in the fall.  Jimmy is the youngest child 
of Carol and James Barry.  

Steven Gunzelman 
Grandson of LeRoy and Alice Gunzelman, 
Steven Gunzelman graduated Suma Cum 
Laude from Old Dominion University in 

Norfolk, Virginia. Steven earned a Bachelor      
Degree in Health Science.  He plans to  

continue on at ODU to obtain a Master’s 
Degree in Public Health.  

A Message from Pastor Janssen to the Graduates of 2020:  
 

As you have given the best of your abilities to the tasks behind you, may you now strive toward excellence    
  the next step of your life. 
May you find your own voice, to speak up for justice and peace in the world. 
May your character be the music that brings joy into dark and lonely places. 
May you have the wisdom to celebrate and lift up those around you. 
May you have the courage to stand up for what is right, and make your corner of the world a better place. 
And may you live into the purpose that was declared for you at your baptism:  
   always bear witness that Jesus is your Savior and Lord, 
   and, in his name, love and serve all with whom you live and work.  
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Thomas Hayes 
Son of Linda and Patrick 

Hayes, Thomas graduated 
and earned his diploma 
from Somerville High 

School. He is an NJ STARS 
recipient, a Raymond H. 

Bateman Memorial  
Scholarship recipient, and 

Michael A. Scrocca      
Scholarship  recipient. 

Thomas plans to attend 
RVCC Honors College,    

Mechanical Engineering 
Program in the fall.  

2020 Graduation Announcements 

Edward Goldsworthy 

Grandson of Art and Wanda-Lou 
Goldsworthy, Eddie graduated and earned 
his diploma from Thomas A. Edison High 
School in Alexandria, Virginia and was the 
recipient of an engineering award. Eddie 

will attend Virginia Commonwealth Univer-
sity in Richmond, Virginia in the fall.  

Alexandria Stires 
Daughter of Amy and Craig Stires,               

Alexandria graduated from Quinnipiac 
University with a Master’s Degree in   

Occupational Therapy.  
 

Picture above: The Hayes Family, left to right: Patrick, Jocelyn, Thomas, Emily and Linda. 

Third Reformed Church of Raritan  
Scholarship Recipient 

This year’s recipient is  

Sofia Ludwig 
Sofia plans to attend:  

Pennsylvania State University  
 

This scholarship, in remembrance of the          
Third Reformed Church of Raritan’s long and               

distinguished service to the community is      
awarded graduating Bridgewater-Raritan High 
School  student who has participated in local 
events designed to strengthen the community 

while assisting those in need.  
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Holiday Observance: The church office will be closed on Friday July 3rd in observance 

of Independence Day. We hope everyone has a safe and blessed holiday weekend.  
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COVID-19 Survey 
 

We’re trying to serve you in the best way we know how. But, we know, there may well be gaps between what 
we’re doing and what you need. Please help us fill the gaps!  If you could, please take a moment to fill out this 
survey and either send it in by mail or you may email it to: admin@urcsomerville.org, or let’s use it as a        
template for a phone conversation.  
 
1.  What are the most pressing concerns you have been feeling during the pandemic, and how might the 

 church be able to help you address those concerns? 
 
2.  What should the church keep at the FRONT of our minds when we make decisions about gathering 
 “normally”  once again? 
 
3.  What specific issues make you most reluctant to gather as a congregation? 
 
4.  What do you miss most about the church during the pandemic? 
 
5.       What other comments do you have regarding the church’s approach to the  pandemic? 
 
 
Signature (not required)________________________________________________________________________    

 
 

Birthdays and 
 Anniversaries 

 

 

Birthdays 

July 1  Samantha Yohn 
July 2  Carlos Lopez, Jill North 
July 3  Douglas Holcombe 
July 9  Caitlin Barry 
July 10  Craig Stires 
July 18  Chris Burke 
July 19  John A. North 
July 21  Nicholas Stires 
July 22  Paul Dickey 
July 24  Art Goldsworthy 
July 25  Paul Janssen 
July 27  Mary Ann Ferrante,  
  Alice Gunzelman, Sandy Yohn 
July 28  Nigel Lane, Jayden Scott 
July 29  Sue Elgard 
July 30  Aija Banks 
 

Anniversaries 

July 13  Cliff & Diane Nagle 
July 28  Jim & Kathy Phillips 
July 29  Arlyn & Claire Rus 

InTouch is produced by  
Lori Herpen, Administrative Assistant 

Deadline for the August Issue is 
July 21, 2020 

Please submit articles, news and photos to:  
admin@urcsomerville.org 

Scripture Passages 
 

 
 
July 5:  Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 
Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49 Psalm 45:10-17 
Romans 7:15-25a  Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 
 

July 12:  Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 
Genesis 25:19-34  Psalm 119:105-112 
Isaiah 55:10-13   Mathew 13:1-9 
 

July 19:  Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 
Genesis 28:10-19a  Psalm 139:1-12 
Romans 8:12-25  Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 
 

July 26:  Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 
Genesis 29:15-28  Psalm 105:1-11 
Romans 8:26-39  Mathew 13:31-33 
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United Reformed Church  
100 W. Main St. 
Somerville, NJ 08876 
 

 
 
 

Love All - Serve All 

 

 

 

 

 

If you are doing a lot of shopping online these days, 
please remember United Reformed Church as you 
make your purchases. AmazonSmile is a program 
through Amazon.com, which allows you to shop their 
site -at no cost- and a portion of the purchase price is 
donated to your chosen charity.  It's easy to use, just 
go to: https://smile.amazon.com/  

First time visitors to the site will be asked which or-
ganization they would like to support. Select United     
Reformed Church (we are already on the list of chari-
ties).  If you already have an Amazon.com account, 
that's fine too. You do not need to set up a new one, 
just visit the AmazonSmile page to select your             
organization. There are no additional costs and the 
cost of items is still the same. Please consider this op-
tion if you are engaging in online retail therapy. It's a 
simple way that you can help the church and do your    
shopping too! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Mission 

 

 

Our mission is to grow in our faith and love 
of Jesus Christ, to extend that love into the 
community, and to bring others to the 
same. The United Reformed Church declares 
that it will accept and welcome, without 
condemnation, all people of God into its  
fellowship regardless of race, gender,        
national origin, disabilities, health issues, 
sexual orientation or immigration status. 
We do so out of love for God and our    
brothers and sisters in Christ.  

All Are Welcome Here! 

 

 

 

United Reformed Church is a congregation 
of the Reformed Church in America. 

https://smile.amazon.com/

