
InTouch 
INSIDE 

 

 
HAPPENINGS 
A Much Needed Re-Do                                  5 
From Our Homes                                           5 
 
INSPIRATION              
Father’s Day Puzzle                                       6                                        
Flag Day                                                          4 
Online Worship/Coffee Time                       2 
Parish the Thought                  2 
Scripture Passages                  7 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
AmazonSmile                                                 8 
Birthdays and Anniversaries                         7 
Deadline for InTouch                  7 
Graduation Announcements Wanted         4 
RRC Self-Guided Prayer Walk                      4 
Updates from the Outreach Committee     3  
Words of Hope                                               5 
 

   
 
 

 

 

Volume No. 42, Issue No. 6                                                     June 2020 

United Reformed Church 
“The Church on Main Street” 

100 W. Main Street 
Somerville, NJ 08876 
Tel. (908) 725-4545 
Fax: (908) 725-1950 

Email: info@urcsomerville.org 
www.urcsomerville.org 

#urcsomerville 
 

Sunday Worship  
10:00 a.m. 

Rev. Paul G. Janssen 

 

Follow Us On Facebook! 
facebook/unitedsomerville 

 

From Our Consistory 
 

 

We know that the most pressing       
question on everyone’s mind is “When 
are we  going to be able to reopen?”   
The Consistory  discussed this question 
at length, at their most recent meeting 
on May 26th, and is of one mind regard-
ing these two principles: 
 

 

FIRST, we will re-open to the maximum  level allowed by law,      
provided that all agree to and abide by the practices that are         
designed to guarantee the safety of all who enter the property. 

SECOND, we will be motivated by love and service to ALL who enter 
our building, honoring and including especially the most physically 
vulnerable. 

Regarding the first, we are not ready to re0pen the building for     
worship or other purposes. However, we are well along the way with 
developing specific guidelines for both ourselves and users of the 
building, so that when the state says “open up”, we’ll be ready to go. 
You can be sure that we will communicate that message as broadly 
as possible, and will ask your help to spread the news. In the mean-
time, if you need to come to the church for official business, please 
make an appointment.   

Regarding the second, we won’t quickly be going back to business as 
usual. Because (and this is critical) a significant percentage of 
COVID-19 carriers show no symptoms but are able to spread the 
contagion. We will be requiring people who enter the building to 
abide by wise hygienic measures, and requesting that anyone who 
shows any signs of illness to remain home. 

We’ll get there, folks, though probably not as quickly as some of you 
desire, and probably more quickly than some of you feel comfortable 
with. 

What we want to be most careful to avoid is letting this virus polar-
ize our congregation. Our only life is in Christ, and our only guide is 
his love. We ask your patience and support as we navigate the tricky   
waters of exactly when and how to reopen.   

Rev. Paul G. Janssen 
President 
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Parish the Thought 
For the past few weeks I’ve been part of a “huddle” – 
a small group of pastors meeting weekly (via Zoom, 
of course) – to gather a sense of how to initiate a 
huddle or two among church members here at 
United. Here’s one of the topics we’ve discussed. 

In John 15 Jesus uses the image of him being the 
vine, and we the branches. Immediately he intro-
duces the concept of pruning: “Any branch that 
does not bear fruit, he prunes.” 

Now, I’ve never seen a rose bush, or grapevine, or 
any plant, prune itself. They don’t ask to be pruned, 
but the pruning has to happen for them to be fruit-
ful. (Not ‘successful’. Big difference.) 

And none of us were praying for a pandemic, or the 
restrictions that come with it. This is a rough patch 
we’re going through. 

As your pastor, I wonder whether it might help us 
to think of this time in our church’s 300+ year life as 
a season of pruning. Please read me well – I’m not 
suggesting pruning people from our membership. 
But there may be aspects of our life together that 
could bear a little bit of lopping. Can you think of 
any patterns, behaviors, or policies, that weren’t 
working all that well, and that we’ve been able to 
get along without for the past few months? More 
broadly speaking, have you been able to name areas 
of your own life about which you might now say, 
“Yeah, I’m just not going to do that anymore”? 

Another insight in the vine/branches analogy is  
Jesus’ insistence that “unless you abide in me, you 
can not bear fruit.” And that raises a deep question 
for all of us. How am I doing with this “abiding in 
Christ” business? Do I give Jesus any thought at all 
during a typical day? Is my heart inclined to him 
only an hour or two a week? Do I want to have a 
deeper, stronger relationship with the Vine? Do I 
want to feel more fruitful, spiritually? 

I’m hoping that we can start at least one huddle 
soon. We could meet in a group of fewer than ten, 
while maintaining distance and remaining masked. 
What do you think? 

Are you willing to be pruned, in order to become 
more fruitful? Are you willing to take a look, along-
side others, into your ‘abiding’ in Christ? 

Let me know. Let’s make sure at least one good 
thing comes out of this isolating experience. Let’s 

be those branches that bear the fruit of the Spirit: 
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faith-
fulness, gentleness, and self-control. Who wouldn’t 
want more of that? 

Rev. Paul G. Janssen 
Pastor 

 

Online Worship 

 
 

Every Friday, we send out the information for    
Sunday’s online worship, which is a link to our 
YouTube channel along with a bulletin that you can 
print and download.  If you are not already on our 
email list and would like to join, send an email to: 
admin@urcsomerville.org. All online services are 
also accessible on our website at: 
http://urcsomerville.org/index.php/online-worship  

 
Sunday  

Coffee Time 

 
Every Sunday around 11:00 a.m., our normal time, 
we gather via ZOOM Videoconferencing for coffee 
and to chat with one another.  The link to join the 
Zoom meeting is sent out with the Friday eblast. It’s 
simple to use, just click the link we send. Be sure 
that once you are in the group, that your audio is 
unmuted. You can also simply call in to the phone 
number we provide as well. Hope you will join us. 

 

General Synod  
Postponed  

 
 

Due to health concerns and travel restrictions     
arising from the COVID-19 pandemic, the June 2020 
meeting of General Synod of the Reformed Church 
in America has been postponed. A special session of 
General Synod will take place in October provided 
it is safe to gather at that time. The date and         
location are to be determined. General Synod 2021 
will take place in June 2021, on the campus of    
Central College in Pella, Iowa.  

http://urcsomerville.org/index.php/online-worship


Updates from the  
Outreach Committee 

 

Our outreach committee continues to stay in     
contact with the several organizations that our   
congregation regularly serves. Below is an update 
from two organizations that have reached out for 
our support with their most recent campaigns. 
Please consider helping them if you are able. Thank 
you for continued support of our outreach efforts.  

Mark Cannizzo, Chair 
Outreach Committee 

 
New Jersey Coalition  

Against Human Trafficking 
 

In 2015, United Reformed Church officially joined 
the New Jersey Coalition Against Human          
Trafficking, which is made up of over 180 diverse 
groups in the state, including faith-based              
organizations, government agencies, academics, law 
enforcement, and direct service providers.  Back in 
September, we hosted the coalition’s Executive    
Director, Kate Lee for an eye-opening and            
informational lecture on modern day slavery. 

A simple way to help the coalition right now is just 
by clicking and casting a vote to help them win a 
$50,000 rebrand competition. The coalition is the 
only New Jersey-based organization in the finals to 
win this contest, and they are currently in second 
place.  

The rebrand will help raise awareness to residents 
of New Jersey on the issue of modern day slavery, 
and alert families to the increase in online groom-
ing of children during Covid-19 by predators and 
traffickers via gaming apps etc.  
 

You can vote daily at: https://thinkso.com/
giveabrand until June 11. Email addresses are not 
stored or used for marketing purposes, they are only 
used to verify only once per day voting. You can 
learn more, by viewing an informational video 
at: https://youtu.be/TiH1F27URKI  
 

HomeSharing 
 

For the past several Christmas seasons,     
HomeSharing has been one of two organizations 
that we serve by providing gifts to their clients on 
White Gift Sunday.   
 

HomeSharing has been helping New Jersey          
residents in need of safe, affordable housing         
solutions for over 30 years. People who want to 

share their homes with individuals who need   
affordable housing are matched. Homeowners, 
called “Providers” – might be older adults with 
grown  children living far away. They want to stay in 
their longtime home but need a little extra help 
around the house or with errands, shopping or    
getting to and from appointments. They may have a 
large house with space for a tenant, or “Seeker,” 
who can help offset a provider’s expenses with rent 
or help with errands and household chores.             
A Seeker might be newly divorced or unemployed 
and need some time to get back on their feet. Every 
home-share situation is unique. 
 

Due to the pandemic, HomeSharing has had to  
cancel all three of it’s annual fundraising events 
scheduled for 202o and has initiated a COVID-19  
Go Fund Me campaign to help raise funds at a time 
that many are in need of their services: To learn 
more or make a donation, visit:  
https://charity.gofundme.com/o/en/campaign/help
-homesharing-help-others   
 

In addition, there are many tips and articles geared 
toward seniors on their website, including how to 
handle social isolation and anxiety, how to manage 
health anxiety related to COVID-19, caregiver stress 
and how to deal with household conflict. To view 
the articles, visit: http://homesharing.org/  

Samaritan Homeless Interim Program 
 

SHIP continues to serve to-go, brown bag lunches 
for SHIP’S Galley I & II clients, utilizing their mobile 
unit from our parking lot and also at St. John’s  
Episcopal Church. As the pandemic continues, SHIP 
has experienced an increase in need. More than  
anything, they can use financial support to buy  
supplies. To make a donation directly to SHIP, visit: 
www.SHIP908.com and click the donate button in 
the top right corner.  

Pictured above: Our SHIP’s Galley Crew on Friday, May 
22nd after preparing and serving bagged lunches.  

 

Many thanks to all who serve on the URC Crew!  
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https://www.njhumantrafficking.org/covid19
https://www.njhumantrafficking.org/covid19
https://thinkso.com/giveabrand
https://thinkso.com/giveabrand
https://youtu.be/TiH1F27URKI
https://charity.gofundme.com/o/en/campaign/help-homesharing-help-others
https://charity.gofundme.com/o/en/campaign/help-homesharing-help-others
http://homesharing.org/
http://www.SHIP908.com
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Graduation  
Announcements 

Wanted!  
 

Our July issue of InTouch will include 2020 gradu-
ation announcements. All are welcome to 
acknowledge the accomplishments of family  
members and friends. Please fill out the form     
included, or you may call/email the church office 
with the information by June 21st.  We’d also like 
to hear of any unique graduation celebrations. 
Photos are always welcome too.   
 

Self Guided Prayer Walk 
Readington Reformed 

Church 
 

The public is invited to walk the grounds of the 
tricentennial cemetery of Readington Reformed 
Church. You will have the opportunity to follow a 
self guided meditation through a dozen prayer  
stations, inspired by the Apostle Paul’s spiritual 
gifts and fruits of the spirit.  
 

Please wear a mask and observe  
social distancing.  

 

Everyone is asked to wait at their station until 
the next station is unattended.   

 

When 
Sunday, June 7 

Daylight Hours: 12:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
 

Where 
Readington Reformed Church 

124 Readington Road,  
Readington, New Jersey 08870 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Flag Day - Sunday, June 14 
 

Facts About Our Flag 
 
 

• According to the U.S. Department of State, the 
names of the flag's official colors are "old glory 
red," "white," and "old glory blue." Their HTML 
codes and Pantone equivalents can be found on 
the Department of State's style guidelines.  

 
 

• Under the Flag Protection Act of 1989, the flag   
cannot be printed on items for discard such as 
cocktail napkins and paper plates.  

 
 

• Walmart's Corporate Communications revealed 
that their stores sold approximately 115,000 
American flags on September 11, 2001  

 
 

• Despite the harsh temperatures and conditions 
of the moon's atmosphere, five of the six 
flags that were planted during the Apollo     
missions are still believed to be standing.      
According to Buzz Aldrin, the one that fell was 
blown over by the exhaust from Apollo 11     
during its liftoff from the moon's surface.  

 
 

• A 17-year-old student designed the flag as it  
appears today. In anticipation of Alaska and 
Hawaii becoming states, Robert G. Heft created 
the 50-star flag as part of a history project (for 
which he received a B-) before submitting it to 
Congress for consideration. In August of 1959, 
President Dwight D. Eisenhower chose Heft's 
design over 1,500 other applicants.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Robert G. Heft 
1941-2009 

http://www.space.com/16798-american-flags-moon-apollo-photos.html
http://www.space.com/16798-american-flags-moon-apollo-photos.html
http://articles.baltimoresun.com/2010-07-02/news/bs-md-backstory-1960-flag-20100702_1_48-star-flag-blue-canton-fort-mchenry
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From Our Homes 
 
 

 
 
 
 
What’s keeping you busy at home? We thought it 
would be fun to share with each other how we are 
spending our stay-at-home time. Have you tried a 
new recipe or ordered take-out from a new          
restaurant that you really enjoyed? Did you and 
your family play a new board game or take a cool 
road trip, or are you working on a home project? 
We’d love to hear your new-found recipes, recom-
mendations on a book or movie, or see your great 
home projects complete. Whatever you’d like to 
share. It’s a fun way to still get to know each other, 
while we have this time apart. Please send your  
submissions to me at: admin@urcsomerville.org 
 

From Beth Cassidy 

We are trying to put our extra hours to good use. 
With a house there is always something. Starting in 
March I tackled a patch of ground that always grew 
a wonderful patch of weeds. I decided to build a 
rock garden. I discovered there were window boxes 
that needed to be rebuilt, weeds pulled and poison 
ivy killed. I moved rocks from my parents house to 
make little patches and spent hours going over 
plants to order. It is very much a work in progress. 
The next house project was replacement windows. 
With the windows just under 100 years old it was 
time. Getting the windows put in was the easy part. 
I am staining the windows to match the ancient 
woodwork the best I can. Then 3 coats of polyure-
thane. I am counting on this project to keep my 
busy through the whole month of June. Once 
school is over I am hoping to dedicate more time to 
my two house projects. It is wonderful feeling of 
accomplishment even when partially done!  

From Nancy Maggio 
 

If you are looking for a good movie, watch 
"Unorthodox" on Netflix. It is an excellent watch, 
and I am now reading the book. Very interesting. 

 
 

 
 

 

From Amy Stires 
 

At our house we have been playing a variety of 
games that we haven’t touched in years. Alex 
cleaned out a drawer and found Kerplunk, which 
we played.  We have also been playing Clue 
(Heather’s favorite) and Boogle. Craig has been 
catching up on some long over due painting       
projects and I have been trying to get ahead of the 
weeds. I figured if we are stuck at home, might as 
well as make the house look nice.  Besides that we 
have been doing a lot of cooking/baking.  Alex has 
been making home made bread, which is heavenly.  

 
A Much Needed Re-Do 

 

Did you hear? My office was freshly painted and 
new carpet was installed!  Many thanks to Pastor 
Paul for initiating this much needed make-over and 
for organizing the project, and to Carlos for doing 
all of the work and moving the heavy furniture 
around. Most of all, thank you to our properties 
committee and to the congregation for supporting 
our building projects. The office feels fresh and 
clean and it’s nice to have an updated workspace.   
 

Lori Herpen 
Administrative Assistant 

 
Words Of Hope 

 

Are you used to picking up the booklet, Words of 
Hope from the church lobby? This publication is 
available online at: https://www.woh.org/  You can 
also sign up to have the daily devotional delivered 
to your email. Words of Hope also offers a           
publication titled, “Reading the Bile in a Year” and 
other literature and materials that you may find of 
both interest and inspiration.   
 
We still receive the booklets at the church and have 
plenty, so if you would like one mailed to you, 
please send an  email to: admin@urcsomerville.org 
and we will gladly send you one.   

 
 
 

FYI  
Netflix offers a FREE 30-day Trial! 

https://www.netflix.com/  

Please%20send%20your%20submissions%20to%20me%20at:
mailto:https://www.rca.org/news/remembering-allan-janssen
https://www.netflix.com/
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Sunday, June 21 
Happy Father’s Day  

to all of the fathers and men  
in our congregation.   

We hope you have a blessed day.  
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     Sunday Servers  
Thank you to our members who serve the congregation as  

ushers, greeters, liturgists, counters, altar guild and we can’t forget  
our Fellowship Hour hosts - we hope to have this important section of 
InTouch back in the very near future. Your service to United Reformed 

Church is much appreciated and an important part of our Sunday  
worship. We hope that you will maintain your roles when  

we return to normal activities.  
 

Birthdays and 
 Anniversaries 

 

 

Birthdays 

June 1  Annette Janssen 
June 2  Alexandria Stires 
June 5  Shannon Cassidy, Angela Stires 
June 6  Cliff Nagle 
June 9  Kathy Phillips 
June 13  John M. Colligas, Connie Osinski  
June 21  Laurie Holcombe 
June 25  Emily Hayes 
June 27  Tara Rose Cassidy, Fran Wise 
June 28  Nancy Aliberto 
June 30  John Lane 

Anniversaries 

June 1  John & Michelle Lane 
June 11  Dan & Alleda Radziewicz 
June 14 Bill & Ellen Everett 
  Jim & Sharon Thompson 
June 20 Craig & Amy Stires 
June 21  Karl & Aija Banks 
June 23            Gabriel & Kristy Rojas 

 
Are you on our birthday/anniversary list?  

If we missed your special occasion, please let 
us know and we will be happy to add you! 

 

InTouch is produced by  
Lori Herpen, Administrative Assistant 

Deadline for the July Issue is 
June 22, 2020 

Please submit articles, news and photos to:  
admin@urcsomerville.org 

Scripture Passages 
 
 

 
 
 
 
June 7:  First Sunday after Pentecost/Trinity Sunday 
Genesis 1:1-2:4a  Psalm 8 
2 Corinthians 13:11-13  Matthew 28:16-20 
 
June 14:  Second Sunday after Pentecost 
Genesis 18:1-15   Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19 
Romans 5:1-8    John 14:1-4 
 

June 21:  Third Sunday after Pentecost 
Acts 17:22-31   Psalm 66:8-20 
Peter 3:13-22               John 14:15-21 
 
June 28:  Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
Acts 1:6-14    Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35 
Peter 4:12-14   John 17:1-11 
 

Would You Like a Bible? 
 

Our worship committee has a set of spare Bibles (they 
aren’t the ones we use in the sanctuary), but we’d be 
happy to give you one if you don’t have a Bible for your 
own use at home.  Please let us know and we can        
arrange to drop one on your front porch, etc.  

  
June’s Strawberry Moon 

 

A strawberry moon is caused when the light of a full 
moon shines through warmer air, which happens mostly 
at this time of year.  This name originated with           
Algonquin tribes in eastern North America who knew it 
as a signal to gather the ripening fruit of 
wild strawberries.  June’s full moon will be visible on 
June 5th.   
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United Reformed Church  
100 W. Main St. 
Somerville, NJ 08876 
 

 
 
 

Love All - Serve All 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Are you shopping online during the Stay-at-Home orders?  If you are, please remember United Reformed 
Church as you make your purchases. AmazonSmile is a program through Amazon.com, which allows you to 
shop their site -at no cost- and a portion of the purchase price is donated to your chosen charity.  It's easy to 
use, just go to: https://smile.amazon.com/  

First time visitors to the site will be asked which organization they would like to support. Select United     
Reformed Church (we are already on the list of charities).  If you already have an Amazon.com account, 
that's fine too. You do not need to set up a new one, just visit the AmazonSmile page to select your             
organization. There are no additional costs and the cost of items is still the same. Please consider this option 
if you are engaging in online retail therapy. It's a simple way that you can help the church and do your    
shopping too! 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

https://smile.amazon.com/

