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 Youth Group Has Been Busy  
Loving All, Serving All 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
During the month of February, the Youth Group showed their love 
for the community in several ways. First they prepared and cooked 
eight meatloaves that were served at SHIP’s Galley I at St. John’s.  
They used some of the money they raised from the refreshment 
sale they held during the Peter Mayer Stars & Promises concert to 
buy the supplies, as well as additional sides of brown gravy and 
mashed potatoes.   
 

Next, they sorted and 
packed 48 hygiene kits 
that had an assortment of 
shampoo,   conditioner, 
soap, shaving cream,     
razors, toothpaste and 
toothbrushes along with a 
few miscellaneous items.  
Each toiletry kit had a   
Valentine’s Day message 
attached. Thank you to the 
congregation for their gen-
erosity and donated  all of  
the supplies in order to 
make this popular project possible.  
 

Looking ahead, our next project will be a sock collection in April.  
Having a clean, dry pair of socks is something we all take for 
granted but for some less fortunate, it will be a gift. We are always 
listening to the needs of the community and look forward to 
“loving all, serving all” in any way we can.  
 

Amy Stires 
Youth Group Coordinator 
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Parish the Thought 

 

I used to use a roll of toilet tissue to help people 
introduce themselves to one another. They were to 
tear off as much of the roll as they wanted, but then 
they had to give a fact about themselves for each 
perforated section they had taken. Seldom did    
anyone remove more than four sections. Even at 
that, they had a hard time coming up with facts 
they thought the group might find of interest. 

Imagine my surprise when I learned that marketers, 
political parties, etc. – anyone who wants to        
persuade you of something – has an average of 
3,000 “data points” about every person living in our 
country! I can barely think of 25, to say nothing of 
3,000! But apparently “they” have these facts – like 
what car you drive, how many children you have 
(and their ages), whether you go to a cardiologist, 
etc., etc., and apparently a thousand etc.’s! 

Now, put that together with the all-too-common 
experience of googling an item – let’s say “shoe” – 
only to find that the next time you log onto a social 
media site you are bombarded with ads for shoes. 
Wait – who’s talking to whom? Is there any privacy? 

AND – to that, add the als0-common occurrence of 
ordering some widget on Amazon, only to learn 
that the folks who ordered your sort of widget also 
liked an accompanying accessory widget! Or that if 
you read “Cat in the Hat,” you might also like to buy 
“Green Eggs and Ham.” 

Years ago, I heard someone say that this is what 
makes us human: that we can think both ‘yes’ and 
‘no’ at the same time, about the same thing. We are 
not binary creatures. We are not merely a complex 
set of digits. Even if scientists were to identify all 3 
billion sets of base pairs in your genome, they still 
wouldn’t come up with you – your experiences, 
your feelings, your loves, your disappointments, 
your beliefs – all that makes up your soul.  

The poet Christopher Fry wrote these lines, an    
excerpt from “A Sleep of Prisoners”:   

Thank God our time is now when wrong 
Comes up to meet us everywhere 
Never to leave us till we take 
The longest stride of soul humanity ever took — 
Affairs are now soul size. 
The enterprise 
Is exploration into God. 

This, it seems to me, is the work of the season of 
Lent. It is time we de-digitize ourselves, and re-soul 
our imaginations, and get down to the enterprise of 
exploration into God. Time to wake up and say, “I 
am not a number. I am not an algorithm. I am not a 
data point. I am not just a “being”: I am a human 
being. I am a child of God. I am made in God’s    
image: made by love, and made to love and be 
loved.” And once we’ve gotten to that place, the 
place of defining ourselves as beloved, we begin to 
do and appreciate what human beings do: enter in-
to stillness, marvel at mystery, accept healing, un-
dergo cleansing, and humbly follow our Lord. 
Come along with us as we walk the Lenten journey 
together. Take with us ‘the longest stride of soul 
humanity ever took.’ Walk with us to Jerusalem.  

Rev. Paul G. Janssen 
Pastor 

 
 

Daylight Savings Time 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Just a reminder to “spring  forward” and turn your 
clocks one hour ahead before going to bed on the 
night of Saturday, March 7th  -unless you are fully 
in the digital age and all of your devices will spring 
one hour ahead for you!  
 

Readers  

Needed  
 
We will need several      
readers for our Good Friday 
Tenebrae service, scheduled 
for April 10th. If you would 
like to be a reader, please see 
Pastor Janssen.  
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 Sunday 
School News  

 
The Sunday School is 
now studying a unit    
titled, "Tree of 
Faith".  The theme “Tree 
of Faith” is especially 
meaningful as a follow 
up to the last unit of 

study where the theme was “Holy Ground.” Rooted 
in the holy ground of scripture and our faith, we 
grow strong like faithful trees. The youth will be 
learning about many Lenten symbols such as, 
palms, loaf and cup, basin and towel, rooster, rope, 
lantern and crown of thorns.   The Youth will also 
be making a special treat to be handed out on East-
er Sunday.    
 

Linda Hayes 
Sunday School Coordinator 

 
Our “Souper” Bowl Winner 

 

 
 
 
As members and friends gathered for coffee and  
fellowship after worship on Sunday, February 2nd, 
they placed their soup can “bets” in the end zone of 
their  favorite team to win our “Souper Bowl”.  
 

The Chiefs won and the final score was Kansas City 
Chiefs; 60 and the San Francisco 49-ers; 22.  Thanks 
to all who cared enough to help “run up the score” 
and contribute 82 cans of soup to the hungry in 
Somerset County!   

 
Book Club On Main 

 

The next gathering of the Book Club on Main is     
scheduled for Wednesday, March 25th at 7:00 p.m. 
in the church lounge.  Kathy O'Connor will be our 
host, and the book is  "The Alice Network", by Kate 
Quinn. You can purchase it yourself or check it out 
of your local library. For more information about 
the book club, please see Michelle  Davis or Nancy 
Maggio.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Outreach Committee is collecting donations of 
pet food, which will benefit St. Hubert’s Animal 
Welfare Center and the Samaritan Homeless        
Interim Program (SHIP).  Items being collected    
include:  

• dry and canned cat food  
(no fish due to several feline allergies) 

 

• dry and canned dog food        

• scoopable cat litter 

• treats and pet toys 

• food and water bowls 

During SHIP’s Easter Sunday Holiday Meal, St.    
Hubert’s will be onsite to help needy pet owners.   

You may drop off donations in the appropriate box 
in Fellowship Hall on Sundays or you may bring 
them to the church office during the week.  Items 
will be collected from Sunday, March 8th through 
Sunday, April 5th.  Thank you in advance for       
supporting our animal friends!   

 
 

 
 

SHIP’s  Galley II  
Spring Boutique 

 

Since our SHIP’s Galley II Christmas Boutiques are a 
huge hit with SHIP’s clients, we’ve decided to hold a 
Spring Boutique with a similar concept. Throughout 
the month of March, our Parish Life committee will 
be accepting donations of miscellaneous greeting 
cards, including birthday, anniversary, sympathy, 
thank-you, blank inside, etc.  Donations can be 
dropped off to the church office throughout the 
month of March.   
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Dinner Club 
 
With St Patrick’s Day on its way, the Dinner Club 
will be checking out Mannion’s Irish Pub this 
month.  The menus include traditional Irish fare 
such as Shepherd’s Pie.  You can also order Ameri-
can favorites like a deluxe burger.  Come on out to 
Mannion’s Pub where you can start with a        
Guinness, finish up with an Irish Coffee and enjoy 
great food and fellowship in between.  Below are all 
of the important details.  

  Date:  Wednesday, March 11th 
Time: 6:30 p.m.  

Location:  Mannion’s Pub 
150 W. Main St., Somerville, NJ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You are responsible for your own meal, tax and   
gratuity.  If you plan to attend, RSVP to the church 
office by Monday, March 9th. 

 

Around the Classis 

South Branch Reformed Church 

Corned Beef Dinner 

March 14, 2020 from 4:30 to 7:00 p.m.  
Menu: Honey glazed corned beef, boiled cabbage, 

parsley potatoes, glazed carrots, horseradish sauce, 
cole slaw,  Irish soda bread, assorted beverages  

and desserts.  

Adults:  $15, Children aged 6 to 1o:  $6   
children under 5 or younger are free! 

Reservations required: (908) 369-4956 
 

North Branch Reformed Church 
Ministry of Music and Worship Arts 
Sunday, March 15, 2020 at 4:00 p.m. 

Free Admission - Reception Following 
 

Readington Reformed Church 
Women’s Annual Lenten Breakfast 

April 4, 2020 at 9:00 a.m. 
A morning of spiritual uplifting, fellowship and 

good food! 
Featured Speaker: Pastor Beth Scibienski, Pastor at 

Stanton Reformed Church and Author of  
“Life Together” (book signing $5) 

RSVP: (908) 534-2077 
 

Save the Dates 
 

High School Jazz Band and Chorus 
Friday, May 1, 2020 at 7:30 p.m. 

The Somerville High School Jazz Band and Chorus 
present their annual Spring Concert in our       
Sanctuary. Don’t miss these two groups of talented 
students.  Admission is free! 
 

Raritan Ringers Spring  
Handbell Concert 

Saturday, May 9, 2020 at 7:30 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
The Raritan Ringers are a community handbell 
choir of advanced ringers, sponsored by United  
Reformed Church.  The spring handbell concert will 
include familiar favorites from classical to pop. 
General admission at the door: $10.00    
 

Small Plate Sunday 
 
 
 
 
 
March has five Sundays, which means we have 
an   extra Fellowship Hour this month and no 
regular host. So, on March 29th, we will cele-
brate “Small Plate Sunday” following worship. 
Please bring a small plate item to share.  Small 
plate items are  usually finger foods or appetizer
-like dishes that people can hold and eat while 
they mingle (think deviled eggs, cheese cubes, 
veggies & dip, etc.)   



Consistory Corner 
 

Below are the highlights of what occurred at      
February’s meeting of the Consistory: 

• We continued our discussions on casting a clear 
and inviting vision for the congregation. We 
have been working with Rev. Larry Doornbos, 
the Minister for Revitalization in the CRC and 
RCA, to help us in this effort. We will soon have 
a first meeting with Rev. Steve Miller, who will 
help us brainstorm various scenarios for our 
congregational life. We ask ALL members of the 
congregation to help us envision possible      
scenarios. (A scenario is a broad direction for 
the congregation, not a specific program or idea 
for tweaking the status quo.) Please check in    
the Sunday bulletins and e-mail notifications 
for the announcement of the date and time this 
meeting will take place. 

• We considered a request from the Census     
Bureau regarding how much the church might 
want to assist their work. For the time being, 
we’ll be putting up posters in Fellowship Hall; 
after we see what questions are involved in the 
census, we may also invite them to help        
conduct the census with our friends who attend 
SHIP’s Galley II. 

• We clarified committee chairpersonship and 
consistory involvement with each of the      
committees that help us to love all and serve all 
in the name of Jesus Christ. As always, nearly 
every committee needs fresh ideas and new 
members! Please contact me or our                
Vice-President, Jocelyn Eckardt, if you would 
like to serve. 

 Rev. Paul G. Janssen 
President 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

We're happy to be celebrating two baptisms during 
the month of March! On the 22nd, we will welcome 
Delaney James Kubidura into the family of God. 
Delaney is the daughter of Samantha (Yohn) and 
Jared Kubidura, who are currently living in Tennes-
see. Samantha grew up in our church and is the 
daughter of Sandy Yohn.  

On the 29th we will welcome Brookelyn Rose   
Symchik, the daughter of Bethany (Wagner) and 
Nick Symchik, and the granddaughter of Howie 
and Cynthia Wagner. Be sure to be present with us 
for these joyful occasions! 

 

Celebration and Memorial 
Flowers 

On Easter Sunday, our sanctuary will be decorated 
with beautiful Easter lilies and hydrangeas.  If you 
would like to sponsor one of the plants in memorial 
or celebration of a loved one’s name, please       
complete the enclosed envelope and submit it 
along with your check (in any amount) to the 
church office by Friday, April 3rd. 
 

Easter Brass 

Our Easter worship service also includes special 
music accompanied by additional musicians. If you  
would like to make a monetary contribution to   
our Easter Brass fund and help support this special 
program, please send a check to the church office 
with “Attn: Easter Brass” in the memo line. Thank 
you in  advance for your generosity!  
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Join Our Family! 

Have you been attending worship  
with us and are interested in  

becoming a member?  
We’ d love to have you as  

part of our family!  
Please contact Pastor Janssen or  
call Lori in the church office to  
schedule new member classes. 

All are welcome! 
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     Sunday Servers For March  

Date Ushers Fellowship 
Hour 

Altar Guild Counters Lay Reader 

3/1 Craig & Amy  
Stires 
G: Amy Stires 

Sundae Sunday Alice Gunzelman Lorraine Malonza 
Kathy Phillips 

Jean  
Barber-Bucek 

3/8 Michelle Davis  
John M. Colligas 
G: Sue Elgard 

Fran Wise  
Lyn Van Gorder 
Annette Janssen 

Michelle Davis Jim Phillips  
Fran Wise 

Gary Spratt 

3/15 Sue Elgard 
Mary Ann Ferrante 
G: Diny Buchanan 

Open  
Can you host? 

Mark Cannizzo Bill Everett 
Mary Ann Ferrante 

John M.  
Colligas 

3/22 Len & Charlotte 
Marcinkowski 
G: Lyn Van Gorder 

Alice Gunzelman  
Barbara Schwarz 

Fran Wise Mark Cannizzo 
Sandy Dibble 

Tom Hayes 

3/29 Mark Cannizzo 
Gary Spratt 
G: Jean Barber-
Bucek 

Small Plate  
Sunday 

Sandy Dibble Jean Barber-Bucek 
Diny Buchanan  

Sandy Dibble 

Birthdays and 
 Anniversaries 

 

Birthdays 

March 2 Patrick Hayes, Lyn Van Gorder 
March 5 LeRoy Gunzelman 
March 9 Eileen Davall 
March 13 Ernst Gurke 
March 18 Joe Schwarz 
March 27 Jaclyn Barry 
March 30 Hillary Stires 
 

Anniversaries 

March 23 Chad & Shannon Nicholls  

 
Food of the Month 

 

For the month of March, we are collecting      
breakfast food items such as boxed cereal,          
Parmalat milk, pancake mix/maple syrup, coffee, 
juices, etc.  

Donations can be dropped off in the shopping cart 
in Fellowship Hall or brought to the church office 
during the week.  All donations benefit the Food 
Bank Network of Somerset County and/or SHIP.   

InTouch is produced by  
Lori Herpen, Administrative Assistant 

Deadline for the April Issue is 
March 23, 2020 

Please submit articles, news and photos to:  
admin@urcsomerville.org 

Scripture Passages 
 

 
March 1:  First Sunday of Lent 
Exodus 34:29-35  Psalm 99 
2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2  Luke 9:28-36 
 
March 8:  Second Sunday of Lent 
Isaiah 50:4-9a   Psalm 31:9-16 
Philippians 2:5-11  Luke 23:1-49 
 

March 15:  Third Sunday of Lent 
Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18  Psalm 27 
Luke 13:31-35   Philippians 3:17-4:1 
 

March 22:  Fourth Sunday of Lent 
Isaiah 55:1-9   Psalm 63:1-8 
1 Corinthians 10:1-13              Luke 13:1-9 
 
March 29: Fifth Sunday of Lent 
Joshua 5:9-12   Psalm 32 
2 Corinthians 5:16-21  Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 
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United Reformed Church  
100 W. Main St. 
Somerville, NJ 08876 
 

 
 
 

Love All - Serve All 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Healing Ritual 
Sunday, March 15 - 10:00 a.m. 

“Are any among you sick? They should call for the elders of the church and have them pray over them, 

anointing them with oil in the name of the Lord.”   (James 5:14) 

Our Healing Ritual takes place during Sunday worship service and is offered a few times throughout 
the year.  Anyone in need of physical, emotional or spiritual healing is welcome to come to the front 

of the church for a blessing from our Elders.  You do not need to disclose your condition. 
All are welcome! 

 

 


