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Sunday Worship  
10:00 a.m. 

Rev. Paul G. Janssen 

 

Follow Us On Facebook! 
facebook/unitedsomerville 

 

We’re Worshipping Online! 
Although it’s not what we are used to by physically gathering with 
each other every week in our beautiful sanctuary, we have been busy 
putting together different ways our congregation can still worship 
God, receive an inspiring weekly message, communicate with others 
and remain together through these trying times. Below are several 
ways that you can join us from home, if you haven’t already. 

Sunday Worship 
Every Friday, we are e-blasting the link for the YouTube video of our 
online worship service, along with a bulletin to follow along. You can  
follow our YouTube Channel or access the links and bulletins on our 
website in our new online worship section. You can even go back if 
you missed a week.  You can access the section at: 
http://urcsomerville.org/index.php/online-worship 

Coffee Hour 

 
 

 

Every Sunday at 11:00 a.m., our normal time, we gather via ZOOM 
Videoconferencing for coffee and to chat with one another.  Although 
we don’t have the yummy treats our gracious Fellowship Hour hosts 
provide, it’s a treat to see or hear one another. Of course, feel free to 
join with your own bowl of ice cream on the first Sunday of the 
month. Just because we can’t be together, doesn’t mean we have to 
forfeit Sundae Sunday too!  The link to join the Zoom meeting is sent 
out with the Friday eblast. It’s simple to use, just click the link we 
send and be sure that once you are in the group, that your audio is 
unmuted. You call also simply call in to the phone number given. 
Hope you will join us. 

Facebook 
You can follow us on Facebook, where we post announcements     
regularly at: facebook/unitedsomerville. We’ve also added a            
Facebook group, which has about 20 members. In addition to any 
other news that we might wish to share, we're posting a Psalm of the 
day. That's it - just the Psalm, without any further reflection. Reflec-
tions can come from the group itself as we read and respond to the 
Scriptures. If you'd like to become a member of this group, send an 
email to Pastor Janssen at: pastor@urcsomerville.org, or, if you're  
already on Facebook, you can send a direct message. 
 

Should you have any trouble accessing any of the above information, 
please feel free to reach out to the church office for assistance.  We 
remain checking email and voicemail regularly.   
 

mailto:https://www.rca.org/news/remembering-allan-janssen
mailto:pastor@urcsomerville.org
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Parish the Thought 

Well, what a disruptive, disturbing, delightful time 
this has been. 

Certainly disruptive! I find it hard to remember 
what “routine” felt like, just six short weeks ago. We 
were all on something like a train track, going a  
certain direction at a certain speed, and all of a  
sudden someone pulled that emergency cord and 
the train jumped the tracks and the cars went helter 
skelter and many died and many more became ill 
and. . . well. Who would want such a thing in their 
life? Nobody, that’s who. 

Disturbing, because while we all knew about germs 
and washing hands and the “ordinary precautions,” 
the little beasties against which we guarded        
ourselves were never quite as mean-spirited, as   
destructive, and as omnipotent as this one seems to 
be. This is not a thing that goes bump in the night. 
This is bomb that goes “BOOM!” anytime it darn 
well pleases. And that confounds our sense of a 
(mostly) normal, peaceful, stable world. Einstein 
said, “the most fundamental question is, ‘Is this a 
friendly universe, or not?’” I used to say, “on the 
whole, yes, it’s friendly.” Are any of us so sure of 
that any more? 

Is it possible to say that this historical passage has 
been in any way delightful? Not now, certainly. Not 
at the moment. But, so far, anyway, times like this 
bring previously unimagined possibilities for new 
growth. I recall walking through the Muir Woods 
National Monument years ago. Among the majestic 
sequoia were the mighty ones that had fallen. How 
thunderously they must have crashed to the earth! 
What destruction they must have wrought! 

And yet new sequoias can only grow if the old ones 
fall. Seeds of these grand trees gain new life from 
the nurturing bodies of the old growth. The fall of 
sequoia is no cause for celebration; not for the short
-sighted. But those who take the long view know 
that this disruptive, disturbing event is a necessary 
moment in the life-cycle of the forest. 

We do not know what new life might come from 
this disruptive period in our nation’s life, or in our 
church’s life. We are learning new things every day. 
When we’re able to get together again in the same 
room (albeit not sitting right on top of each other), 
one of the first things we’ll have to do is to get our 
bearings and talk together about what we’ve  

 

learned we must carry forward, and what we can do 
without. 

This probably won’t be easy. I for one like the old 
forest. It has nurtured and sustained me for 60 
years. But if there is to be a new forest, some tim-
bers will fall. And some timber-falling will make me 
unhappy, and some will make me uncomfortable. 
(I’m not talking about people – I’m talking about 
practices.) Are you willing to start thinking about 
these things, even before we have our reunion and 
start inching back into the ‘new normal’? 

Let’s wait upon the Spirit and listen for how the 
Word is speaking to the church. 

Let’s bank on new life. 

Rev. Paul G. Janssen 
Pastor 

 

A Personal Note of Thanks 
 

A deep, deep, word of thanks to all of you for your 
kind words, prayers, and thoughts upon learning of 
the death of my brother Al.  

Al was the eldest in my family, and, as a minister 
who preceded me “out East” and through New 
Brunswick Theological Seminary, he was a pioneer 
and path-finder to me. For many years I was known 
as Al’s little brother; as I established myself, he   
became known to many as my big brother. The   
story of his death is all too common in these days of 
COVID 19: he and his wife were virtually separated 
from one another in their own house for days, and 
she never got the chance to say anything close to a 
proper goodbye. She has recovered from COVID 19, 
and now walks the lonely road that so many have 
walked before her. Please keep Colleen and the  
children (Jonathan, Sarah, and Emily) in your    
continuing prayers. 

Rev. Paul G. Janssen 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

A special tribute to Allan Janssen is 

posted on the RCA website. 

https://www.rca.org/news/

remembering-allan-janssen 

 

mailto:https://www.rca.org/news/remembering-allan-janssen
mailto:https://www.rca.org/news/remembering-allan-janssen


Williamson Scholarship 

 
 

 

 

We are living in a strange time but High School 
graduation, even if celebrated distally, is just around 
the corner.  That means it is time for all  eligible 
seniors to hand in their Williamson Scholarship 
Fund form.   
 

What is the Williamson Scholarship you ask?  Every 
year in May, we celebrate the seniors that are   
members of URC and are accepted to a RCA College 
or other institute of higher learning.  Eligible       
students for scholarship monies must faithfully   
attend church and have actively participated in at 
least 4 church related  activities each year during 
high school.  If you have participated in the bell 
choir, cook for SHIP’s  Galley, assisted with church 
sponsored luncheons, serve at coffee hour,           
volunteered at Youth Group related activities (i.e. 
Stars and Promises concert, fundraisers), participat-
ed in Twelfth Night  Celebration, served as an    
usher, reader, volunteered in the nursery or helped 
with Sunday school, please contact me for an       
application form at my email address below.   
 

All applicants will be reviewed by URC’s Scholarship 
committee.  Those of you who are  currently in   
Junior High or High School, please consider sharing 
your talents with our church  family, so that you too 
can look forward to earning the Williamson     
Scholarship your senior year! 
 

Amy Stires 
Christian Education Committee 

amystires@optonline.net 
 

Hold Your Socks! 

 
 
 

The Sunday School and Youth Group will resume 
their sock collection when church activities are back 
to normal. We will be collecting new, unused socks 
for the clients of SHIP. If you have already made a 
purchase, please hold on to them. Thank you to all 
who contribute to our youth group’s efforts to love 
all, serve all! 

Consistory Corner 

The Consistory met via Zoom Videoconference call 
on March 24, and plans to do so again on April 28. 
It’s a strange way to meet, but necessary for the  
moment. 

To date we are able to keep all of our staff working. 
Two are working remotely, and Carlos will be      
returning soon to care for the building. We have 
pretty much “gone to core” otherwise – providing 
for the services that feed the congregation spiritual-
ly, albeit in a very new and not always comfortable 
way. 

One of our anxieties is financial. We’ve applied for 
assistance for the Small Business Payment Protec-
tion Program, and are awaiting word on that front. 
Our investments, like everyone else’s, have taken a 
huge hit. We remain grateful for your    continuing 
generosity, however. In times like these, financial 
support truly reveals the depth of your hearts’    
commitment to the ministry of United Reformed 
Church. GOD BLESS YOU, EVERYONE!!! 

Pastor Janssen, President 
 

Update from our  
SHIP’s Galley Crew 

 

United’s dedicated SHIP’s Galley crew has been able 
to provide 190 bag lunches, total, for our galley 
guests in March and April.  This has been             
accomplished by a pared down crew who made 
sandwiches, donated needed supplies and/or     
money, and/or assembled (“stuffed”) the bagged 
lunches. Our usual crew has been limited in number 
by either their inability to serve due to personal 
health concerns or by the number of people allowed 
in the church kitchens and the fact that as galley 
hosts, we must serve our guests from SHIP’s mobile 
soup kitchen parked in the churches parking lot. 

I want to give a grateful SHOUT OUT to the galley 
crew members who have made it possible to       
continue to serve our guests last month and today: 
Aija & Karl Banks, Mary Ann Ferrante, Sharon    
Garcia, Carol & Charlie Lane, Kathy and Jim        
Phillips. I can see the gratitude in the eyes of the 
now masked recipients when I hand them our  
humble, bagged offerings for their lunch. Thanks to 
all for your support. 

Jane Huck 
SHIP’s Galley Captain 
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Organizations that Normally 
Use Our Facilities 

As our building remains closed for gatherings, we 
asked the organizations that normally use our    
facilities on a regular basis for an update on how 
they are coping and managing in maintaining their 
much needed services to the community.  Below is 
a brief report provided by a representative of the 
organization. 

 

Boy Scout Troop 83 

 

 

 

• The Troop is trying several things to keep busy. 

• We are doing a ‘mini’ Scouting for Food for a 
couple of food banks in Somerville over the 
next few weeks. 

• While staying safe, the scouts will place bags at 
people houses in their neighborhood asking for 
food donations. 

• The people will put donations into those bags, 
and our scouts, while staying safe, will go back 
the next week and take those donations to one 
of the food bank locations.  Very similar to 
what we do during early November every year. 

• We are also participating in Earth Day at 
Home. 

• Usually we all gather and clean up a park area 
or one of the river banks. But due to Civid-19, 
we cannot be together. Instead, we are encour-
aging our scouts to do things like a cleanup in 
their yards, plant flowers, set up a compost pile, 
or plant a tree. Simple things to improve their 
houses while being safe. 

• We intend to do a  ZOOM video conference call 
for our next meeting. Just to catch up and see 
what they are doing and so they can see each 
other. Fun for everyone!! 

 

The Jointure /English as a Second Language 
Normally, the Jointure’s ESL program meets twice a 
week in our Sunday School room. Students are now 
being taught online.   

 
 
 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
• AA has been very busy in New Jersey. We have 

not held face-to-face meetings for over 6 weeks, 
but hundreds of on-line meetings are taking 
place via the ZOOM App and a few other video 
sharing Apps. ZOOM accommodates groups up 
to 100, but most meetings hover around 30.  

• We miss the face-to-face meetings. We miss 
going to jails and prisons. We miss going to the 
various rehab centers to bring the AA          
message. But we are grateful for today and for 
reach other. 

Samaritan Homeless Interim Program 

SHIP was not made to stay in a safe harbor.  We set 
sail into the storm and engage the enemy in the 
ongoing battle against poverty.  We are grateful  for 
the occasional use of the kitchen to keep our lunch 
program going.  We rely on God to keep the wind 
in our sails.  Since this started we have served over 
18,000 from our Mobile Soup Kitchen – Disaster 
Unit.  This includes the lunch meals served      
Monday thru Friday at the United Reformed 
Church and at Saint John’s Episcopal Church.  We 
also send the SS Joe Mulrooney out Monday thru 
Friday evenings to feed those in need.   

Financial donations are always needed along with 
to go bags, 9 inch to go containers, disinfecting 
wipes and paper towels.  God bless you all for all 
the help you have given us since the beginning,
(1984).  

Safe & Sound Somerset  

The SPEAK Teen Leadership Camp scheduled to 
take place in Fellowship Hall in July is moving to a 
virtual format. This leadership workshop is for high 
school students interested in expanding their 
strengths and owning their inner power to create 
healthy relationships and build communities where 
safety and respect flourish.  
 

If someone feels unsafe in their home or knows 
someone who is, they can contact Safe & Sound 
Somerset for confidential supportive listening, safe-
ty planning, and other information. The call or text 
hotline is available 24/7 at: 866-685-1122. 
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Happy Mother’s Day 
Sunday, May 10th 

 
Happy Mother’s Day to all of the moms and women 
in our congregation.  May you have a day of peace 
and rest. Thank you for all that you do.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Prayer for Mother’s Day 
By John M. Colligas, URC Great Consistory 

 
Dear Lord, we thank you for the many blessings 
that you have bestowed on each and every one of 
us.  On this special day, we take time to pray and 
give you thanks for those mothers who are still with 
us, and for those who have passed on to be with 
you; and, who by your grace, have given us life. We 
ask your blessing for all mothers, everywhere, for 
the young mother with a new experience of moth-
erhood, and for the mother who has finished the 
work of raising her children.  For those that have 
passed, we thank you for the ability to recall to our 
minds the experiences of our child and adult hood.  

We pray that you be near to those mothers who are 
raising their children and pray that they raise them 
in ways acceptable to you, so we may look back up-
on our lives, and say thank you Lord for my good 
and faithful mother. 

All these things we pray in thy Holy Name. 

Amen 

Words Of Hope 
 

Are you used to picking up the booklet, Words of 
Hope from the church lobby? This publication is 
available online at: https://www.woh.org/  You can 
also sign up to have the daily devotional delivered 
to your email. Words of Hope also offers a           
publication titled, “Reading the Bile in a Year” and 
other literature and materials that you may find of 
both interest and inspiration.   

Share Your Home Specialties 
 
Since our normal social      
activities like Dinner Club, 
BUNCO, Book Club, etc. are 
on hold, we thought it would 
be fun to share with each  
other some things at home 
that have been keeping us 
busy. 
 
Have you tried a new recipe or ordered take-out 
from a new restaurant that you really enjoyed? Did 
you and your family play a new board game, have 
tips on how to win (like, did you come up with 2-
letter words that begin with X for Scrabble?), or did 
you recently read an awesome book, or watch an 
interesting movie? We’d love to hear your            
recipes, recommendations, tips and experiences.  
We’ll publish as many as we can in the June issue of 
InTouch to share with others who may also enjoy.  
Please send your submissions to me at:  
admin@urcsomerville.org 
 
So, I decided to take my own advice 
from April’s InTouch and tried a 
natural cleaning  product that I 
haven’t tried before and turns out,  
I really love the product!   
 
Since natural cleaning products can 
be pricey, I took advantage of a 
ShopRite sale on Mrs. Meyers’ brand 
of cleaning products. I tried the  
multi-purpose everyday cleaner in 
honeysuckle and oh my, does this 
stuff smell wonderful!  Although not 
a disinfectant, it’s works really well 
on removing dirt and is great for 
light cleaning of surfaces. The honeysuckle  aroma 
lingers and smells very fresh and natural.  The 
products are made with essential oils and are safe to 
use on floors, countertops and walls. There are an 
array of aromatherapy scents to choose from and 
just may make all the cleaning less stressful!  
 

Hope to hear from some of you with what new 
things you are trying while social distancing! 
 

Happy Homing! 
Lori Herpen 

 
 

mailto:https://www.rca.org/news/remembering-allan-janssen
Please%20send%20your%20submissions%20to%20me%20at:
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     Sunday Servers  

Thank you to our members who serve the congregation as ushers, greeters, liturgists, counters, altar 
guild and we can’t forget our Fellowship Hour hosts - we hope to have this important section of 

InTouch back in the very near future. Your service to United Reformed Church is much appreciated 
and an important part of our Sunday worship.  

 

Thank for serving with a willing heart, a joyful spirit and continued faithfulness.  

Birthdays and 
 Anniversaries 

 

 

Birthdays 

May 2  Ruth Reader 
May 4  Beth Cassidy 
May 5  Raymond Trombadore 
May 7  Michelle Lane 
May 8  Sharon Thompson 
May 15  Peter Stires 
May 16  Denise Flynn 
May 17  Jeffrey Davis 
May 21  Donny Stires 
May 22  Wanda Goldsworthy 
  Sam Janssen 
May 29  Lucinda Davis 
  

Anniversaries 

May 10  Jeff & Denise Flynn 
May 21  Joe & Della Nemes 

 
Are you on our birthday/anniversary list?  

If we missed your special occasion, please let 
us know and we will be happy to add you! 

 

InTouch is produced by  
Lori Herpen, Administrative Assistant 

Deadline for the June Issue is 
May 22, 2020 

Please submit articles, news and photos to:  
admin@urcsomerville.org 

Scripture Passages 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
May 3:  Fourth Sunday of Easter 
Acts 4:42-47   Psalm 23 
Peter 2:19-25   John 10:1-10 
 
May 10:  Fifth Sunday of Easter 
Acts 7:55-60   Psalm 31:1-5 
Peter 2:2-10   John 14:1-4 
 

May 17:  Sixth Sunday of Easter 
Acts 17:22-31   Psalm 66:8-20 
Peter 3:13-22               John 14:15-21 
 
May 24:  Seventh Sunday of Easter 
Acts 1:6-14    Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35 
Peter 4:12-14   John 17:1-11 
 
May 31: Day of Pentecost 
Acts 2:1-21   Psalm 104:24-34, 35b 
John 20:19-23   John 7:37-39 

(Wear red at home to celebration Pentecost!) 
 
 

Do You Need a Bible at Home? 
 

Our worship committee has a set of spare Bibles (they 
aren’t the ones we use in the sanctuary), but we’d be 
happy to give you one if you don’t have a Bible for your 
own use at home.  Please let us know and we can     
arrange to drop one on your front porch, etc. Either 
send Lori an email to: admin@urcsomerville.org or 
leave a message on the office phone: (908) 725-4545.  
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United Reformed Church  
100 W. Main St. 
Somerville, NJ 08876 
 

 
 
 

Love All - Serve All 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Are you shopping online during the Stay-at-Home orders?  If you are, please remember United Reformed 
Church as you make your purchases. AmazonSmile is a program through Amazon.com, which allows you to 
shop their site -at no cost- and a portion of the purchase price is donated to your chosen charity.  It's easy to 
use, just go to: https://smile.amazon.com/  

First time visitors to the site will be asked which organization they would like to support. Select United     
Reformed Church (we are already on the list of charities).  If you already have an Amazon.com account, 
that's fine too. You do not need to set up a new one, just visit the AmazonSmile page to select your             
organization. There are no additional costs and the cost of items is still the same. Please consider this option 
if you are engaging in online retail therapy. It's a simple way that you can help the church and do your    
shopping too! 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

https://smile.amazon.com/

