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In-Person Worship to Resume on  
September 13 

 
After a long season of offering worship only online, then in person 
and online, United Reformed Church is happy to announce that in 
person worship in the sanctuary will resume on Sunday, September 
13, at 10:00 a.m. Here’s what we’ll be doing to make sure that         
everyone can worship safely: 
 

• Hand sanitizer will be present at the doorways 

• Worshippers will be required to wear masks 

• We will maintain appropriate physical distance 

• Words to hymns will be projected 

• Hymns should be hummed rather than sung 

• The offering will be received in receptacles by the doors 

• The service will be somewhat abbreviated 

• The choir will offer music by projection (see Music Director’s  
        article on p. 4) 

• Communion will be offered with pre-filled communion sets 

• You may be ushered to your seat rather than “catch as catch  
 can” (we’re working on this one, so it may change) 

• We are not yet ready to offer Coffee Hour, but we encourage       
            members to continue in fellowship outdoors (probably on  
            the front lawn) following worship 
 
Three other items are of note as we begin:  
 

First, on September 6 we will be offering worship ONLY digitally. 
The service will be published no later than September 4. (Pastor 
Janssen will be taking the  Sunday off, and the service will be entirely 
lay-led.) 
 
Second, we’re going to try to use the new sound system we’ve been 
using in Fellowship Hall to see if we have better results than we’re 
accustomed to. Ifthere’s no improvement, we’ll go back to using the 
old system. 
 
Finally, we don’t know right now how long we will continue to offer 
online worship. We know that it reaches a number of good friends 
who no longer live in the area. But it does add a significant addition-
al layer of work time that we may not be able to offer any longer 
once something line “normalcy”returns. We’ll see. Please let us know 
if this has been of significant value to you and you would like it to 
continue. 
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Parish the Thought 
 

At the beginning of the summer I thought I’d dive 
into the challenge of preaching on the letter of Ro-
mans for 10 weeks or so. Five weeks in, I was in over 
my head. It’s an incredibly challenging letter to in-
terpret, and I was becoming wearier (and warier of 
my abilities) each week. So I took a detour. 

The month of August has brought great refresh-
ment as I’ve worked through several Biblical passag-
es on the general theme of “rivers in the Bible.” I 
want to introduce you to the series, and invite you 
to give it a look. (We’ve learned that while we have 
several regular online “attenders,” several folks are 
also only tuning in occasionally. It’s not the same as 
church. I get it. I wish we could be together, too.) 
I’m not doing this to hype a youtube channel. I’ve 
just found this theme to be so rich and productive 
that I think you’ll benefit from sharing some of 
what I’ve discovered. 

We’ve been to Peters Brook, pondering the episode 
of Jacob at the ford of the River Jabbok. We’ve taken 
a metaphorical excursion to the “river whose 
streams make glad the city of God,” by traveling to 
the Raritan near New Brunswick. The next week 
found us at Buttermilk Falls Natural area, thinking 
publicly about a few of the many layers of the Jor-
dan River. Most recently I traveled to the Raritan 
again – this time at Duke Island Park – to detail 
how the dream of river of the water of life grows 
and grows from Genesis to Revelation. On the 30th 
we’re back into metaphor, as Jesus proclaims the 
good news of a never-ending spring of water that 
wells up from our very own hearts. (“Bellies” is bet-
ter, but you’ll have to watch to find out why.) 

Here’s how to find the videos. Wherever you 
browse, go to www.youtube.com. From there, 
search for “United Reformed Church Channel.” 
That should bring up a page with lots of our virtual 
gathering videos. From there, it’s easy – just go to 
any one of the videos from August, and give about 
half an hour to a time of music, prayers, Scripture, 
and preaching. 

AND……while you’re at it……if you receive any bene-
fit from watching the video, just look for the 
“SHARE” button (below the picture and to the 
right) and share it with someone you know. Doing 
so won’t turn you into a social media fiend. It will 

just show your friend that you were,                   
well . . .  amused, inspired, helped, encouraged, 
nurtured . . . and you hope that they will have a 
similar experience. 

Hope to see you soon, in person. It won’t be long, 
friends, before we’ll have all the details worked out 
to gather again in the sanctuary. Until then, peace 
be with you! 

Rev. Paul G. Janssen 
Pastor 

 
Update from the Christian 

Education Committee 
 

We are currently in the process of making some 
decisions about Sunday School and expect to have 
more details in the first week of September. We 
look forward to teaching our children about Jesus 
and serving our community in the safest way possi-
ble. Please look for updates to come.  

 

Office Closed 
Labor Day 

 

In observance of Labor Day, the church office will 
be closed Monday, September 7th. We wish every-
one a safe and happy holiday weekend.  
 

RCA Worship Video 

If watching our online video offering isn't 
enough for you, we encourage you to watch a       

worship video that was recently produced   
by the Reformed Church in America.            

In addition to greetings from staff members 
and a sermon by Rev. Eddy Aleman, the  
General Secretary of the RCA, music is      
provided by young Christians from our     
mission in Oman and a band from the    

Community Church in Ada, Michigan (an 
RCA congregation). You can find that 50   

minute long video on YouTube at: 

https://youtu.be/YITqpYDj7_8  

Happy viewing!  

http://www.youtube.com
https://youtu.be/YITqpYDj7_8


Congratulations  
Becki & Tyler! 

Becki Lane & Tyler Lied recently got married on the 
beach in St. Lucia on August 10, 2020.  The original 
wedding in New Jersey was postponed due to 
COVID-19, so they decided to get married while in 
St. Lucia on their honeymoon trip.  They look      
forward to celebrating with family and friends at 
their wedding in August 2021.   
 

Becki is the daughter of John & Michelle Lane and 
granddaughter of Charlie & Carol Lane.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It’s Time to Bid a Fond Adieu 
To Karl and Aija Banks, who have been our good 
friends since 2012. They have been a gracious      
presence among us, and have been generous       
supporters of the Central Jersey Twelfth Night Boars 
Head Festival, serving on its steering committee and 
donating countless items and time to making it a 
success. They are on their way to The Villages in 
Florida, having sold their home in Flemington. Karl 
and Aija, may God go with you and bless you, and 
come back to visit us some time! 
 

Pastor Janssen 
 

 
A Thank You from  

Third Reformed Church 
Scholarship Recipient 
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News from the Music 
Department 

 

I. No choir this fall 
 

Because of ongoing concerns over the aerosolized 
transmission of coronavirus, we will not be having 
choir or live singers at our in-person services 
through the end of the calendar year. Instead, our 
section leaders from last year—Dyanne Lile, Sam 
Gordon, Vincent Giampino, and Alex Garcia—are 
returning for more virtual choir videos. Beginning 
September 13, you can either tune into our online 
service or come to our in-person service to hear the 
virtual choir. We’ll reevaluate the safety of live   
singing in the spring. 
 

II. Digital doxology: we want YOU to sing with 
us (virtually)!  
 

I recognize that some of these coronavirus           
restrictions can take their toll spiritually; in         
particular, singing together, which is normally an 
integral part of our personal and communal       
worship experience, has been sorely missed. To  
balance both our physical and spiritual health, I am 
hoping that all of you will join me in making a    
video of the congregation singing “Praise God, from 
Whom All Blessings Flow.” The video will be similar 
to our virtual choir videos, except instead of only 4 
quadrants for each section leader, we will have as 
many “quadrants” as members in our congregation!  
 

There are two main ways for each person to         
participate in this project: you can either follow my 
DIY instructions on the music department website, 
or you can reach out to me (email or call the 
church) to set up an appointment where I’ll handle 
all of the technicalities (while adhering to strict 
safety precautions) and you’ll just show up and 
sing! In either case, you’ll need your own pair of 
headphones; the DIY approach also requires an  
internet connection and an audio/visual recording 
device (like your phone). 
 

Deadline for participation is September 23, and the 
final compilation will air during October. I would 
like to encourage as much participation as possible: 
you don’t need to be in choir or a “singer” to       
participate; you only need to miss singing together 
and want to help me recreate this experience as 
best we can. The more people that participate, the 
more awesome the final product will be!   
 
 
 

III. Addressing racial inequity in music 
 

Like many of us, I’ve been listening to the conversa-
tion about race in America and reflecting on my 
role in this conversation. I’ve had to recognize the 
ways in which American musicians of color have 
struggled to have their talents heard in the classical 
music world. In order to begin addressing some of 
this inequity, I, with the enthusiastic support of 
Pastor Janssen, am committing to program at least 
one work by a black American composer at each 
service, and I will do my best to bring in more per-
formers of color to our church. Additionally, 
through at least this fall, I’ll provide notes in the 
bulletin on the week’s featured composer(s) so that 
we can all learn more about each composer’s story. 
By embracing a more actively inclusive policy for 
our church’s music, we can more effectively cele-
brate and share in the diversity of musical expres-
sion that gives rise to the unity of our spiritual ex-
perience. 

Justine Langman 
Director of Music 

 

Consistory Corner 
 

The Consistory met on Tuesday, August 25. (We 
meet, masked, in Fellowship Hall, in a big circle.) 
We heard reports on how the discussion on racism 
went over the course of the summer. We will con-
tinue to offer discussions to those who wish to take 
part. We hope to bring in able presenters who can 
help us learn more about being a people who are for 
establishing greater equity for all. We remain ex-
tremely grateful for everyone’s gracious support of 
the congregation during these trying times. We 
offered prayers for our friends Karl and Aija Banks, 
who will be moving to Florida in September. Of 
course, we discussed the range of church activities – 
what is possible and what is not – as the fall ap-
proaches. 
 

The major news regarding getting back together for 
worship (and all that is associated with that deci-
sion) is shared elsewhere in this newsletter. Bottom 
line: we look forward to seeing as many of you as 
possible on Sunday, September 13, in the sanctuary! 
Let’s hope it’s not too hot on that morning! 
 

Rev. Paul G. Janssen 
President 
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This year's Central Somerset CROP Hunger Walk will be virtual. We also encourage walking in small groups or 
on your own. If you were a walker in the past, even if was many years ago, please consider this important cause 
again. We now need to work together to prevent a global famine resulting  from the COVID-19 pandemic.   

The Central Somerset Virtual CROP Hunger Walk will take place on Sunday, October 18, 2020. Like many 
other things in our lives, CROP Hunger Walks are now happening in a new way. To keep everyone safe and 
healthy, walks are going virtual. You may choose to walk alone, with immediate family or in small groups, 
while walking a safe distance apart. 

The work of Church World Services and our local hunger agencies continues - and with the possibility of a 
global famine on the horizon, raising money for vulnerable people is more needed now than ever before. A 
portion of the proceeds raised from our efforts will be split between the Samaritan Homeless Interim Program 
(SHIP) and the Food Bank Network of Somerset County.  The rest is used by Church World Services to help 
feed our worldly neighbors. 

We hope you will join us - virtually - as we continue our shared commitment to stand up for the poor, the   
forgotten and those left behind. CWS's Spring CROP Hunger Walks were down nearly $1 million this year. It is 
urgent that this fall we continue to raise funds to provide permanent solutions to hunger, poverty, displace-
ment and disaster. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

To register as a virtual walker and start raising funds, visit:  
https://www.crophungerwalk.org/somervillenj/Account/Register 

 

To make an online donation and support Team United, visit: 
https://www.crophungerwalk.org/somervillenj/Donate  

 
I hope you will put your best foot forward with us this year!  As always, thank you for your ongoing support as 
we approach our 46th CROP Hunger walk!   

Mark Cannizzo 
Walk Coordinator 

We believe in ending hunger.  
And, in 2020, we will continue to fight against the new  

challenges of disease and disaster that leave people hungry.  

Our 46th CROP Hunger Walk Will be Virtual! 

https://www.crophungerwalk.org/somervillenj/Account/Register
https://www.crophungerwalk.org/somervillenj/Donate


6 

Grandparents Day - September 13 

Grandparents Day is celebrated on the first Sunday after Labor Day in September.  It is a day to recognize, 

honor and celebrate grandparents.  It is also a day for all ages to do something “grand” and to engage with 

other generations.  
 

The official flower for Grandparents Day is the “Forget Me Not”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The official song for Grandparents Day is  

“A Song for Grandma And Grandpa”, by Johnny Prill.  
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A Prayer for September 11  
from John M. Colligas 

 

Lord of all, as we approach the anniversary of the terrorist attacks of  9/11, we pray that in some way 
you grant comfort to those who grieve and to those who bear countless images of loved ones,          
including but not limited to, spouses, relatives, firefighters, police officers, office workers, and         
pedestrians who died on that tragic day.  We pray that you have taken them into your kingdom and 
that they are at peace with you.   Lord we pray that someday and in some way, you rid us of all        
terrorism, and bring peace and joy into the world in which we live.  Amen 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Birthdays and 
 Anniversaries 

 

 

Birthdays 

Sept. 4  Linda Hayes, Diny Buchanan 
Sept. 5  Isabel Cannizzo 
Sept. 8  Morgan McLachlan 
Sept. 9  Heidi Schulthesis 
Sept. 11  Jocelyn Hayes, Katherine Yohn 
Sept. 14  William Everett, Elizabeth Fowler,  
              and Charles Lane               
Sept. 15  James Barry, Cindy Mendelson       
Sept. 20 Carol Barry 
Sept. 21  Mary Jane Swita 
Sept. 23 Mark Cannizzo 
Sept. 24 Lori Herpen 

Sept. 26 Thomas Maggio 
 

Anniversaries 

Sept. 1   Neil & Jenny Robinson 
Sept. 13   Patrick & Linda Hayes 
Sept. 29  Charles & Toni Moore 

Are you on our birthday/anniversary list?  
If we missed your special occasion, please let 

us know and we will be happy to add you! 

InTouch is produced by  
Lori Herpen, Administrative Assistant 

Deadline for the October Issue is 
September 21, 2020 

Please submit articles, news and photos to:  
admin@urcsomerville.org 

Scripture Passages 
 

 
 
Sept 6:  Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Exodus 12:1-14   Psalm 149 
Romans 13:8-14   Matthew 18:15-20 
 

Sept 13: Fifteenth after Pentecost 
Exodus 14:19-31   Psalm 114 
Genesis 50:15-21  Mathew 18:21-35 
 

Sept 20: Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Exodus 16:2-15   Psalm 105:1-6 
Psalm 145:1-8   Matthew 20:1-6 
 

Sept 27:  Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Exodus 17:1-7   Psalm 78:1-4 
Philippians 2:1-13  Mathew 21:23-32 
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United Reformed Church  
100 W. Main St. 
Somerville, NJ 08876 
 

 
 
 

Love All - Serve All 

 

 

 

 

 

If you are doing a lot of shopping online these days, 
please remember United Reformed Church as you 
make your purchases. AmazonSmile is a program 
through Amazon.com, which allows you to shop their 
site -at no cost- and a portion of the purchase price is 
donated to your chosen charity.  It's easy to use, just 
go to: https://smile.amazon.com/  

First time visitors to the site will be asked which or-
ganization they would like to support. Select United     
Reformed Church (we are already on the list of chari-
ties).  If you already have an Amazon.com account, 
that's fine too. You do not need to set up a new one, 
just visit the AmazonSmile page to select your             
organization. There are no additional costs and the 
cost of items is still the same. Please consider this op-
tion if you are engaging in online retail therapy. It's a 
simple way that you can help the church and do your    
shopping too! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Mission 

 

 

Our mission is to grow in our faith and love 
of Jesus Christ, to extend that love into the 
community, and to bring others to the 
same. The United Reformed Church declares 
that it will accept and welcome, without 
condemnation, all people of God into its  
fellowship regardless of race, gender,        
national origin, disabilities, health issues, 
sexual orientation or immigration status. 
We do so out of love for God and our    
brothers and sisters in Christ.  

All Are Welcome Here! 

 

 

 

United Reformed Church is a congregation 
of the Reformed Church in America. 

https://smile.amazon.com/

